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CANTO VII. 



Goyon findes Mammon in a delve,* 
Sonmn; his threasare bore ; 

Li by him tempted, and led downe 
To Bee hia secrete store. 

AS pilot well expert m perilous wave. 
That to a sted(a3t starre his course hath bent, 
When foggy mistes or cloudy tempests have 
The faithfull light of that faire lampe yblent,^ 
And cover'd heaven with hideous dreriment ^ ; 
Upon his card and compas firmes * his eye, 

* DdVf cave. ' DrmmmU, darkneM. 

* FNant, obocnied. « JVmief, firmly fizea. 
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8 THE FAERIE ^UEEI^. B. n. 

The inaysten of his long experiment, 
And to them does the steddy helme applj, 

Jffidding his winged veasell fiurely finrward flj : 

U. 
So Gruyon baring lost his trusde Gruydey 
Late left beyond that Ydle Lake, proceedes 
Yet on his way, of none accompanyde ; 
And eyeimore himselfe with comfort feedes 
Of his own vertues and praise-worthie deedes. 
So, long he yode,^ yet no adventure found, 
Which Fame of her shrill trompet worthy reedes' : 
For still he trav^d through wide wastfull^ ground. 

That nought but desert wildemesse shewd all around. 

lU. 
At last he came unto a gloomy glade, 
Cover'd with boughes and shrubs from heavens light, 
Whereas he sitting ibund in secret shade 
An uncouth, salvage, and uncivile Wight, 
Of griesly hew and fowle iU'&vour'd sight ; 
His face with smoke was tand, and eies were bleard, 
His head and beard with sout ^ were ill bedight,^ 
His cole-blacke hands did seeme to have ben seard 

In smythes fire-spitting forge, and nayles like clawes appeard. 

IV. 
His yron cote, all oveigrowne with rust, 
Was underneath enveloped with gold ; 
Whose glistring glosse, darimed with filthy dust. 
Well yet appeared to have beene of old 

» Yode^ went. * Swtf, Boot 

' ReedeSf deems. > III bedighty disfigured. 

* rriu{/i(Z2, uninhabited. 

I. 7. — The maysters of Ids long ej^enmaU.'] His guides in the long 
voyage he is tiying. 
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C. Til. THE FAEBIB QUEENS. 9 

A woike of lich entayle ^ and curious mould, 
Woven with antickes' and wyW ymageiy : 
And in his lap a masse of coyne he tdd. 
And tLjned upside downe, to feede his eye 

And covetous desire with his huge threasury. 

V. 
And round about him lay on every side 
Great heapes of gold that never could be spent ; 
Of which some were rude owre,' not puiifide 
Of ^ Mulcibers devouring elem^it ; 
Some oth^s were new driven, and distoit ^ 
Into great ingowes ^ and to wedges square ; 
Some in round plates withouten moniment ^ : 
But most were stampt, and in their metal bare 

The antique shapes of kings and Kesars straung and rare. 

VI. 
Socxie as he Gruyon saw, in great affiight 
And haste he rose for to remove aside 
Those pretious hils fiom straungers envious sight, 
And downe them poured through an hole full wide 
Into the hollow earth, them there to hide : 
But Guyon, lightly to him leapmg, stayd 
His hand that trembled as one terrifyde ; 
And though himselfe were at the sight dismayd, 

Tet him perforce restraynd, and to him doubtfiiU ® sayd ; 

VII. 
" What art thou, Man, (if man at all thou art,) 
That here in desert hast thine habitaunce,' 
And these rich hils of welth doest hide apart 

> EntayUf inlay ; intaglio. * Ingowes ^ ingots. 

' AntickeSj fantastic figures. "^ Momment, stamp. 

» OvoTCy ore. » Douhtfull, feaxM. 

* Off by. • HabUaunce, dwelling. 
^ Distentf beaten out 
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10 THE FAERIE ^UEENE. B. 11. 

From the woildes eye^ and from her right usaunce? " 
Thereat, with starmg eyes fixed askaunce. 
In great disdaine he answerd ; " Hardy EUfe, 
That darest view my direful countenaunce ! 
I read ^ thee rash and heedlesse of thyselfe, 

To trouble my still seate and heapes of pretious pelfe. 

VIII. 
^' God of the world and worldlings I me call. 
Great Mammon, greatest god below the skye, 
That of my plenty poure out unto all, 
And unto none my graces do env^e : 
Riches, renowme, and principality, 
Honour, estate, and all this worldes good, 
For which men swinck * and sweat incessantly, 
Fro me do flow bto an ample flood. 

And in the hollow earth have their etemall brood. 

IX. 
" Wherefore if me thou deigne to serve and sew,^ 
At thy commaund lo ! all these mguntaines bee ; 
Or if to thy great mmd, or greedy vew. 
All these may not suffise, there shall to thee 
Ten times so much be nombred ^ fi-ancke and free.'' 
" Mammon," said he, " thy godheads vaunt is vaine, 
And idle ofiers of thy golden fee ; 
To them that covet such eye-glutting gaine 

Profier thy giftes, and fitter servaunts entertaine. 

X. 
" Me ill besits,* that in derdoing * armes 

' Readf deem. * Jfombredj counted out 

' Swinek, toil. * BesUsj becomes. 

• SeWf follow. • Derdoingf doing bold deeds. 



EC. 6. — Thy godheads vaunt.'] The boast you make of your divinity. 



Digitized by 



Google 



a yn. the taebie queens. 11 

And honours suit my vowed dayes do spends 

Unto thy bounteous baytes and pleaang cbanneSy 

With which weake men thou witchest, to attend ; 

Regard of worldly mucke * doth fowly blend * 

And low abase the high heroicke spright, 

That ioyes for crownes and kingdomes to contend ; 

Faire shields, gay steedes, bright armes, be my delight ; 

Those be the riches fit for an advent'rous Knight" 

XI. 
" Vaine glorious Elfe," saide he, " doest not thou weet,' 
That money can thy wantes at will supply ? 
Shields, steeds, and armes, and all things for thee meet, 
It can purvay in twinckling of an eye ; 
And crownes and kingdomes to thee multiply. 
Do not I kmgs create, and throw the crowne 
Sometimes to him that low in dust doth ly. 
And him that raignd into his rowme thrust downe ; 

And, whom I lust,* do heape with glory and renowne? " 

XII. 
"All otherwise," saide he, " I riches read,* 
And deeme them roote of all disquietnesse ; 
First got with guile, and then preserv'd with dread, 
And after spent with pride and lavishnesse. 
Leaving behind them griefe and heavinesse : 
Infinite mischiefes of them doe arize ; 
Strife and debate, bloodshed and bittemesse, 
Outrageous wrong and hellish covetize ; 

That noble heart, as great dishonour, doth despize. 
xin. 
" Ne thine be kingdomes, ne the scepters thme ; 

> Mueke, wealth; literally, dirt * Blend, blemish. 

• Weetf know. * Liut, please. » Read^ regard. 
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13 THE FiJEBIB qUEKMS. B. II. 

But realmes and lulen tbou doest both ooofanid. 

And byall truth to treasoo doest mcline : 

Witnesse the guOdesse blood pourd oft ob ground ; 

The crowned often slaine ; the slayer cround ; 

The sacred diademe in peeces rent ; 

And purple robe gored with many a wound ; 

Castles surprizd ; great cities sackt and br^it ^ : 
So mak'st thou kings, and gaynest wrangiiiU govenunent 1 

XIV. 

" Long were to tell the troubk)us stormes that toase 

The private state, and make the life unsweet : 

Who swelling sayles in Caspian sea doth crosse, 

And in frayle wood on Adrian gulf doth fleet. 

Doth not, I weene, so many evils meet" 

Then Mammon wexing wroth ; ^< And why then," sayd, 

'^ Are mortall men so food and undiscreet 

So evill thing to seeke unto their ayd ; 
And, having not, comjdaine : and, havbg it, upbrayd ? " 

XV. 

** Indeed," quoth he, *^ through fowle intemperaunce, 

Frayle men are oft captiv'd to covetise : 

But would they tbinke with how small allowaunce 

Untroubled nature doth herselfe suffise, 

Such superfluities they would despise. 

Which with sad cares empeach ^ our native ioyes. 

At the well-head the purest streames arise ; 

But mucky ^ filth his braunching armes annoyes. 
And with uncomely weedes the gentle wave accloyes.^ 



* Brentj burned. ' Mucky, polluting. 

' Empeaeh, hinder. ^ Jfedoyesy chokei. 



XIV. 4. — On JIdfian gulf.'] The Adriatic i 
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C. Tn. THE TAERIE qUBENE. 13 

XVI. 

'^ The Antique wodd, in his first fiowiing youth, 
Fownd DO defect in his Creatcns grace ; 
But with glad thankes, and unreproved^ truth. 
The guiib of soverabe bounty did embrace : 
like angek life was then m^is happy cace : 
But later ages pride, like corn-fed steed, 
Abusd her plenty and &t-swolne encreace 
To all licentious lust, and gan exceed 

The measure of her meane^ and naturall first need. 
XVII. 
" Then gan a cursed hand the quiet wombe 
Of his great grandmother with Steele to wound, 
And the hid treasures in her sacred tombe 
With sacriledge to dig : Therein he fownd 
Fountaines of gold and silver to abownd. 
Of which the matter of his huge desire 
And pompous pride eflsoones ^ he did oxnpownd ; 
Then Avarice gan through his vemes inspire 

His greedy flames, and kindled life-devouring fire.'' 
XVIII. 
" Sonne," said he then, " lett be * thy bitter scome. 
And leave the rudenesse of that Antique age 
To them, that liv'd therin in state forlome. 
Thou, that doest live in later times, must wage' 
Thy workes for wealth, and life for gold engage. 
If then thee list my offied grace to use, 
Take what thou please of all this surplusage ® ; 
If thee list not, leave have thou to refuse : 

But thmg refiised doe not afterward accuse." 

* Unreprovedy blameleit. * LeU Ae, leaye off. 

' MeanAf moderate portion. * Wag*i pledge. 

' BjfUoaneSf immediately. ' Surplusage, ezoeii. 
VOL. II. 2 
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14 THE FAERIE ^UEENE. B« II. 

XIX. 

" Me list not," said the Elfin Knight, " receave 
Thing offied, till I know it well be gott ; 
Ne wote^ I but thou didst these goods bereave 
From rightddl owner by unrighteous lott, 
Or that blood-guiltinesse or guile them blott." 
" Perdy,* " quoth he, " yet never eie did vew, 
Ne tong did tell,^ ne hand these handled not ; 
But safe I have them kept in secret mew ^ 

From hevens sight and powre of al which them poursew." 

XX. 
" What secret place," quoth he, " can safely hold 
So huge a masse, and hide from heavens eie ? 
Or where hast thou thy wonne,* that so much gold 
Thou canst preserve fix)m wrong and robbery ? " 
" Come thou," quoth he, " and see." So by and by 
Through that thick covert he him led, and fownd 
A darksome way, which no man could descry. 
That deep descended through the hoDow grownd. 

And was with dread and horror compassed arownd. 

XXI. 
At length they came into a larger space. 
That stretcht itselfe into an ample playne ; 
Through which a beaten broad high way did trace. 
That streight did lead to Plutoes griesly rayne ^ : 
By that wayes side there sate infemall Payne, 
And fast beside him sat tumultuous Strife ; 
The one m hand an yron whip did strayne. 
The other brandished a bloody knife ; 

And both did gnash their teeth, and both did threaten life* 

' WotCj know. * Mew, hiding-place. 

■ Perdyy in truth. * Wonne, dwelling. 

* Tell^ count ^ Rayne, reign, or realm. 
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xxn. 
On th' other side in one con86rt there sate 
Cniell Revenge, and rancorous Despight, 
Disloyall Treason, and hart-burning Hate ; 
But gnawing Gealosy, out of their sight 
Sitting al(Hie, his bitter lips did bight ; 
And trembling Feare still to and fro did fly, 
And found no place wher safe he shroud him nught : 
Lamenting Sorrow did in daiknes lye ; 

And Shame his ugly iace did hide from living eye. 
XXIII. 
And over them sad Horror with grim hew 
Did alwaies sore, beating his yron wings ; 
And after him owles and night-ravens flew, 
The hatefull messengers of heavy things. 
Of death and dolor ^ telling sad tidings ; 
Whiles sad Celeno, sitting on a clifte, 
A song of bale ^ and bitter sorrow sings. 
That hart of flint asonder could have rifte ^ ; 

Which having ended after him she flyeth swifte. 
XXIV. 
All these before the gates of Pluto lay ; 
By whom tliey passing spake unto them nought 
But th' Elfin Knight with wonder all the way 
Did feed his eyes, and fild liis inner thought. 
At last liim to a little dore he brought. 
That to tlie gate of hell, which gaped wide. 
Was next adiojniing, ne them parted ought : 

* DoUr, grief. • Bale^ woe. • Rifte^ riyen. 



XXII. 1 . — In one consort.'] Together. 

XXIII. 6. — Sad Celeno.'] Celeno was the name of one of the har- 
pies. 

XXIV. 7. — AV them parted ought.] Nor did any thing (aught) part 
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16 THX WAXBKE Q.UEE1IE. B. IL 

Betwixt them both was but a litle stride, 
That did the House of Richesse from hellHnouth divide. 
XXV. 
Before the dore sat sdfe-consummg Caie, 
Day and night keepmg wary watch and ward, 
For feare least Force or Fraud shodd unaware 
Breake m, and spoile the treasure there in gard : 
Ne would he suffer Sleepe once thether-ward 
Approch, albe ^ his drowsy den were next ; 
For next to Death is Sleepe to be compard ; 
Therefore his house is unto his annext : [twext 

Here Sleep, there Richesse, and hel-gate them both be- 
XXVI. 
So soon as Mammcm there arrivd, the dore 
To him did open and affix>rded way : 
Him Mowed dee Sir Guyon evermore, 
Ne darknesse him ne daunger might dismay. 
Scxme as he entred was, the dore strdghtway 
Did shutt, and from bdiind it forth there lept 
An Ugly Feend, more fowle then ^ dismall day ; 
The which with monstrous stalke behind him stept. 
And ever as he went dew watch upon him kept, 
xxvn. 
WeU hoped bee, ere long that hardy Guest, 
If ever covetous hand, or lustfiill eye, 
Or lips he layd on thmg that likt him best. 
Or ever sleepe his de-strings did untye. 
Should be his pray : And therefi»e still on bye 
He over him did hold his cruell clawes, 

> Alhe, although. > 7%m, than. 



them. The door of the honfe of Richef was bo near the galea of HeU 
that there might be nid to be no space between them. 
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0. yn. THE FAXBIE QU£EN£* 17 

Tbreatning with greedy gripe to doe him dye. 
And r^d in peeces with his ravenous pawes, 

If ever he transgrest the fiitall Stygian lawes. 
XXVIII. 
That HouseB fonne within was nide and strong, 
Lyke an huge cave hewne out of rocky clifte, 
From whose rough vaut ^ the ragged breaches ^ hong 
Embost with massy gold of gk>rious guifte,^ 
And with rich metall loaded every rifte, 
That heavy mine they did seeme to threatt ; 
And over them Arachne high did lifte 
Her cunning web, and spread her subtile nett, 

Enwrapped in fowle smoke and clouds more black than iett. 
XXIX. 
Both roofe, and doore, and walls, were all of gold, 
But overgiowne with dust and old decay. 
And hid in darknes, that none could behold 
The hew thereof: for vew of cherefiiU day 
Did never in that House itselfe display. 
But a feint shadow of uncertein light ; 
Such as a lamp, whose life does &de away ; 
Or as the mocnie, cloathed with clowdy night. 

Does shew to him that walkes in feare and sad affiight* 
XXX. 
In all tl;iat rowme was nothbg to be scene 
But huge great yion chests, and coffers strong. 
All bard with double bends,'^ that none could weene 
Them to enforce by violence or wrong ; 
On eveay side they placed were along. 
But all the grownd with sculs was scattered 

^ Fauty vault * BreackeSf projectixig pointB of roek. 

' GloriofUM gu^f rich qoalitj. * Bmds^ band*. 

2* 
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18 THE FAEBIE qUIIEIfE. B. II. 

And dead mens bones, which loand about were floog; 
Whose lives, it seemed, whikxne ^ thoe were shed. 

And their vile carcases now left unbmied. 
XXXI. 
They forward passe ; Ne Guycm y&t spoke word. 
Till that they came unto an yron dore. 
Which to them opened of his owne accord. 
And shewd of richesse such exceeding store. 
As eie of man did nev^ see before, 
Ne ever could within (me place be fownd. 
Though all the wealth, which is or was of yc»e. 
Could gatherd be through all the wodd arownd. 

And that above were added to that und^ grownd. 
XXXII. 
The charge thereof unto a covetous Spright 
Commaunded was, who thereby did attend. 
And warily awaited day and night, 
From other covetous Feends it to defend, 
Who it to rob and ransacke did intend. 
Then Mammon, turning to that Wairiour, said ; 
" Loe, here the worldes blis ! loe, here the &ady 
To which al men do ayme, rich to be made ! 

Such grace now to be happy is before thee laid." 
xxxni. 
« Certes,2 " sayd he, " I n'ill ^ thbe offied grace, 
Ne to be made so happy doe intend ! 
Another blis before mine eyes I place. 
Another happines, another end. 
To them, that list, these base regardes I lend : 

* WkUame^ formerly. • Certes, certainlj. ' JVitt, will not have. 

XXXin. 5. — 77^0 base regardes I lend,] < I leaye these low objeoti.' 
Regardes here means something requiring or soliciting attention. 
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C. YU. THE FA£BI£ QUEENE. 19 

But I in annes, and in atchievements brave, 
Do rather choose my flitting houres to spend, 
And to be lord of those that riches have, 

Then ^ them to have my selfe, and be their servile sdave." 
XXXIV. 
Thereat the Feend his gnashing teeth did grate, 
And griev'd, so long to lacke his greedie pray ; 
For well he weened that so glorious bayte 
Would tempt his Guest to take thereof assay * : 
Had he so doen, he had him snatcht away 
More light than culver^ in the fiiulcons fist : 
Etemall God thee save from such decay ! 
But, whenas Mammon saw his purpose mist, 

Him to ^itiap unwares another way he wist.^ 
XXXV. 
Thence, forward he him ledd and shordy brought 
Unto another rowme, whose dore forthright 
To him did open as it had beene taught : 
Therem an hundred raunges weren pight,^ 
An hundred foumaces all burning bright ; 
By every foumace many Feends did byde, 
Deformed creatures, boirible m sight ; 
And every Feend his busie paines applyde 

To melt the golden metall, ready to be tryde. 
XXXVI. 
One with great beUowes gathered filling ajrre, 
And with forst wind the fewell did inflame ; 
Another did the dying bronds repajrre 
With yron tongs, and sprinckled ofte the same 
With liquid waves, fiers Vulcans rage to tame, 

> T^en^than. * Tfisf, knew, contrived. 

■ Jissaxfj trial. • Pightf placed. 

' Culver f pigeon. 
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Who, maystring ^ them, renewd his fonner heat : 
Some scumd the drosse that fiom the metall came ; 
Some stird the molten owre with ladles great : 

And every one did swincke,* and every one did sweat 
XXXVII. 
But, when an earthly wight they present saw 
Glistring in armes and battailous aray, 
From their whot ^ work they did themselves withdraw 
To wonder at the sight ; for, till that day, 
They never creature saw that cam that way : 
Their staring eyes sparckling with fervent fyre 
And ugly shapes did nigh the Man dismay, 
That, were it not for shame, he would retyre ; 

Till that him thus bespake their soverame lord and syre: 
XXXVIII. 
" Behold, thou Faeries sonne, with mortall eye, 
That living eye before did never see ! 
The thing that thou didst crave so earnestly, 
To weet ^ whence all the wealth late shewd by mee 
Proceeded, lo ! now is reveald to thee. 
Here is the ibuntdne of the worldes good ! 
Now therefore, if thou wilt enriched bee, 
Avise thee * Well, and chaunge thy wilfiill mood ; 

Least thou perhaps hereafter wish, and be withstood." 
XXXIX. 
" Suflfee it then, thou Money-god," qu6th bee, 
" That all thine ydle offers I refiise. 
All that I need I have ; what needeth mee 
To coVet mote tlien I have cause to use ? 
With such vlame shewes thy worldlingfes vyle abude ; 

^ Maystring f mastering, or subduing. ' Swinekey toil. 

' What, hot. * fVeetf know. * Jhise thte, eonuder. 
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But give me leave to Mow name emprise.^ " 
Mammon was much displeasd, yet no'te ^ he chuse 
But beare the rigour of his bold mesprise ^ ; 

And thence him forward ledd, him fimher to entise. 

XL. 
He brought him, through a darksom narrow stzayty 
To a broad gate all built of beaten gold : 
The gate was open ; but therem did wayt 
A sturdie Villein, stryding stifik and bold, 
As if the Highest (rod defy he would : 
In his right hand an yron club he held, 
But he himselfe was all of golden mould. 
Yet had both life and sence, and well could weld 

That cursed weapon, when his cruell foes he queld. 

XLI. 
DIsdayne he called was, and did disdayne 
To be so cald, and who so did him call : 
Steme was his looke, and foil of stomacke ^ vayne ; 
His portaimce ^ terrible, and stature tall. 
Far passing th' hight of men terrestriall ; 
like an huge gyant of the Titans race ; 
That made him scome all creatures great and smaU, 
And with his pride all others powre deface : 

More fitt emongst black fiendes then ^ men to have his place. 
XLII. 
Soone as those glitterand arraes he did espye, 
That with their brightnesse made that darknes light. 
His harmefoll club he gan to hurtle "^ hye. 
And threaten batteill to the Faery Knight ; 
Who likewise gan himselfe to batteill dight,^ 

* Emprise, enterprise. * Portaunce, deportment. 
■ JVb'te, could not. « Then, than. 

' Mesprise, contempt. ^ Hurtle, raise. 

* Stomacke, haoghtiness. ^ Dight, prepare. 
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Till Mammon did his hasty hand withhold, 
And counseld him abstaine fixxn perilous fight ; 
For nothing might abash the Villem bold, 

Ne mortall Steele emperce his miscreated mould. 
XUII. 
So having him with reason pacifyde, 
And that fiers Carie commaunding to fcnrbeare, 
He brought him in. The rowme was large and wyde. 
As it some gyeld ^ or solemne temple weare ; 
Many great golden pillours did upbeare 
The massy roofe, and riches huge sustayne ; 
And every pillour decked was fiill deare^ 
With crownes, and diademes, and tides vaine, 

Which mortall princes wore whiles they on earth did rayne. 
XLIV. 
A route of people there assembled were, 
Of every sort and nation under skye, 
Which with great uprore preaced ^ to draw nere 
To th' upper part, where was advaunced bye 
A stately siege ^ of soveraine maiestye ; 
And thereon satt a Woman gorgeous gay. 
And richly cladd in robes of royaltye, 
That never earthly prince in such aray 

His glory did enhaunce, and pompous pryde display. 
XLV. 
Her face right wondrous faire did seeme to bee, 
That her broad beauties beam great brightnes threw 
Through the dim shade, that all men might it see ; 
Yet was not that same her owne native hew. 
But wrought by art and counterfetted shew, 
Thereby more lovers unto her to call ; 

^ Oyddf gaildf hall. ' Preaced, pressed. 

' Deare, richlj. * Siege, seat. 
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Nathlesse most hevenly faire in deed and yew 

She by creation was, tiU she did fall ; 
Thenceforth she sought for helps to cloke her crime withall. 
XLVI. 

There, as m glistring glory she did sitt, 

She held a great gold chaine ylincked weU, 

Whose upper end to highest heven was knitt, 

And lower part did reach to lowest heU ; 

And all that preace ^ did rownd about her swell 

To catchen hold of that long chaine, thereby 

To climbe aloft, and others to exceU : 

That was Ambition, rash desire to sty,* 
And every linck thereof a step of dignity. 
XLVU. 

Some thought to raise themselves to high degree 

By riches and unrighteous reward ; 

Some by close shouldring ^ ; some by flatteree ; 

Others through fiiendes ; others for base regard ; 

And all, by wrong waies, for th^nselves prepard : 

Those, that were up themselves, kept others low ; 

Those, that were low themselves, held others hard, 

Ne sui&ed them to ryse or greater grow ; 
But every one did strive his fellow downe to throw. 
XLVIII. 

Which whenas Guyon saw, he gan inquire, 

What meant that preace ^ about that Ladies throne, 

And what she was that did so high aspyre ? 

Him Mammon answered ; " That goodly one, 

Whom all that folke with such contention 

Doe flock about, my deare, my daughter is : 

Honour and dignitie from her alone 

1 Preace, press. * Sty, soar. ' Close sJunddring, hard pnahizig 
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Derived are, and all this worldes blis, 

For which ye men doe strive ; few gett, but many mis ; 
XLIX. 
" And fayre Philotim^ she righdy hight,^ 
The fairest wight that wcmneth ^ under skie, 
But that this dariiisom neather worid her light 
Doth dim with honor and deformity, 
Worthie of heven and hye felicitie, 
From whence the gods have ha^ for envy thrust : 
But, sith ' thou hast found favour in mine eye. 
Thy spouse I will her make, if that thou lust ^ ; 

That she may thee advance for worics and merits iust" 

L. 
" Gramercy,^ Mammon," said the gentle Knight, 
" For so great grace and offied high estate ; 
But I, that am iiraile flesh and earthly wight. 
Unworthy match for such immortall mate 
M3rselfe well wote,* and mine unequall fete : 
And were I not, yet is my trouth yplight,'' 
And love avowd to other Lady late. 
That to remove the same I have no might : 

To chaunge love causelesse ® is reproch to warlike Knight*' 

LI." 
Mammon emmoved was with inward wrath ; 
Yet, forcing it to fayne, him forth thence ledd. 
Through griesly shadowes by a beaten path, 
Into a Gardin goodly garnished 

' Hightj is caUed. ^ (rramercy^ many thanks. 

« Wwine^, dwelleth. « ^Tote, know. 

» Sithf since. ' Yplight, plighted. 

^ iMsti list, desire. ^ Causelesse^ without reason. 



XUX. 1. — PAfloftW.] This word is derived from two Gfeek 
words, and signifies the lore of distinction. 
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With heaibs and firuits, whose kinds mote not be redd^ : 
Not such as earth out of her frnitfiill womb 
Throwes forth to men, sweet and well savored, 
But direfiill deadly black, both leafe and bloom, 

Fiti to adoroe the dead and deck the drery toombe. 

LII. 
There moumilill cypresse grew m greatest store ; 
And trees of bitta- gall ; and heben^ sad ; 
Dead sleeping poppy ; and black hellebore ; 
Cdd coloqumtida ; and tetra mad ; 
Mortall samnitis ; and cicuta bad. 
With which th' uniust Atheniens made to dy 
Wise Socrates, who, thereof quaffing glad, 
Pourd out his life and last philosophy 

To the £iyre Critias, his dearest belamy ^ ! 
UII. 
The Gardin of Proserpina this hight * : 
And in the midst thereof a silver seat, 
With a thick arber goodly over-dight,^ 
In which she often usd from open heat 
Herselfe to shroud, and pleasures to entreat®: 

> Reddy explained. « Bight, if called. 

' HAen, ebony. ^ Over-dightj overspread. 

• BeUunyy (hd amij Fr.) fair friend. • Entreat, receive, or enjoj. 



LII. 4. — Ccld coloquintida, A^c.] Coloqumtida is the fruit of the 
bitter apple. Tetra is supposed to be the deadly night-shade. 

Ln. 5. — Mortall samnitis.] Upton conjectures that Spenser here 
means the savin-tree, or arbor Sabina, which was supposed to produce 
abortion. 

Ln. 7. — Wise Socrates f &c.] It was Theramenes, and not Socrates, 
of whom this incident is related. Spenser was probably led into the 
mistake from the resemblance of the name of Critias to that of Criio, 
who was an intimate friend of Socrates, and with him at the time of 
his death. 

VOL. n. 3 
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Next thereunto did grow a goodly tree, 

With braunches broad dispredd and body great, 

Clothed with leaves, that none the wood mote see, 

And loaden all with ihiit as thick as it might bee. 

LIV. 
Their fruit were goldei apples glistring bright, 
That goodly was their glory to behold ; 
On earth like never grew, ne living wight 
Like ever saw, but they from hence were sold ^ ; 
For those, which Hercules with conquest bold 
Grot from great Atlas daughters, hence began. 
And planted there did bring forth fruit of gold ; 
And those, with which th' Euboean young man wan 

Swift Atalanta, when through craft he her out ran. 

LV. 
Here also sprong that goodly golden fruit, 
With which Acontius got his lover trew. 
Whom he had long time sought with fruidesse suit ; 
Here eke that famous golden apple grew, 

* Soldj procured. 



LIV . 6. — Got from great Atlas daughters.'] It was one of the labors 
of Hercules to procure the golden apples of the Hesperides, who were 
the daughters of Hesperus, according to some accounts, and according 
to others, of Atlas. 

LIV. 9. — Sw\fl AtalafUa.'] Hippomenes yanquished Atalanta in a 
foot-race, by dropping an apple of gold before her, whenever she was 
likely to get the start of him, and which she stopped to gather. 

LV. 2. — Acontius.'] Acontius was a youth of humble origin, who 
fell in love with Cydippe, of Delos, and being unsuccessful in his suit, 
wrote on an apple, which he gave to her, the words, *' I swear by Diana 
Acontius shall be my husband." She read the words, and felt con- 
strained to marry her lover, by the involuntary oath she had uttered. 

LV. 3. — Frtdtlesse suit.] Spenser, perhaps without knowing it, is 
here betrayed into a pun. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C. VII. THE FAERIE <^UEEN£. 27 

The which emongst the gods false Ate threw ; 
For which th' Idaean Ladies disagreed, 
Till pardall Paris dempt i it Venus dew, 
And had of her iayre Helen for his meed, 

That many noble Greekes and Troians made to bleed. 
LVI. 
The warlike Elfe much wondred at this tree, 
So fityre and great, that shadowed all the ground ; 
And his broad braunches, laden with rich fee,^ 
Did stretch themselves without the utmost bound 
Of this great Gardin, compast with a mound : 
Which over-hanging, they themselves did steepe 
In a blacke flood, which flowed about it round ; 
That is the river of Cocytus deepe, 

In which fiill many soules do endlesse wayle and weepe. 
LVII. 
Which to behold he clomb up to the bancke. 
And, looking downe, saw many damned wightes 
In those sad waves, which direfiill deadly stancke, 
Plonged continually of ^ cruell sprightes. 
That with their piteous cryes, and yelling shrightes,^ 
They made the fiirther shore resounden wide : 
Emongst the rest of those same ruefiill sightes. 
One cursed creature he by chaunce espide, 

That drenched lay foil deepe under the Garden side. 
LVIII. 
Deepe was he drenched to the utmost chin, 

* Dempt, deemed. ' Of, by. 

• FeCf property. * Skrightes, shrieks. 



LV. 5. — The which, &c.] The story of the ^Iden apple thrown in 
among the gaesta at the marriage of Peleus and Thetis, and its conse- 
quences, is well known. 
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Yet gaped still as coveting to drinke 

Of the cold liquor which he waded in ; 

And, stretching forth his hand, did often thinke 

To reach the firuit which grew upon the brincke ; 

But both the firuit bom hand, and flood firom mouth. 

Did fly abacke, and made him vainely swincke ^ ; 

The whiles he sterv'd with hunger, and with drouth 
He daily dyde, yet never throughly ^ dyen couth.^ 

UX. 

The Knight, him seeing labour so in vaine, 

Askt who he was, and what he meant thereby? 

Who, groning deepe, thus answerd him againe ; 

" Most cursed of all creatures under skye, 

Lo Tantalus, I here tormented lye ! 

Of whom high love wont whylome ^ feasted bee ; 

Lo, here I now for want of food doe dye ! 

But, if that thou be such as I thee see. 
Of grace I pray thee give to eat and drinke to mee ! " 

LX. 

"Nay, nay, thou greedy Tantalus," quoth he, 

" Abide the fortune of thy present fate ; 

And, unto all that live in high degree, 

Ensample be of mind intemperate. 

To teach them how to use their present state." 

* Swincke^ labor. • Covth^ could. 

• Throughly, thoroughly. * WhyUmu, formerly. 



LIX. 6. — Of whom J &c.] It has been conjectured by Upton that 
Spenser wrote " Who of," instead of " Of whom." Tantalus was ad- 
mitted by Jupiter to the table of the gods, and was punished for betray- 
ing their confidential disclosures — a fate which modem travellers, who 
offand so largely in the same way, should bear in mind. Other ac- 
ooonts, however, say that it was because he invited the gods to a ban- 
quet, and served the flesh of his son Felops as part of the entertain- 
ment 
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Then gan the cursed Wretdi alowd to ciy. 
Accusing highest love and gods ingrate ; 
And eke blaspheming heaven bitterly, 

As author of uniustice, there to let him dye. 
LXI. 
He lookt a litle fiirther, and esj^de 
Another Wretch, whose caicas deepe was drent^ 
Within the river which the same did hyde : 
But both his handes, most filthy feculent,^ 
Above the water were on high extent,^ 
And &ynd ^ to wash themselves incessantly, 
Yet nothing cleaner were for such intent, 
But rather fowler seemed to the eye ; 

So lost his labour vaine and ydle industry. 
LXII. 
The Ejiight, him calling, asked who he was ? 
Who, lifting up his head, him answerd thus ; 
" I Pilate am, the falsest iudge, alas ! 
And most uniust ; that, by unrighteous 
And wicked doome, to lewes despiteous ^ 
Delivered up the Lord of life to dye. 
And did acquite a murdrer felonous ; 
The whiles my handes I washt in purity. 

The whiles my soule was soyld with fowle iniquity." 
LXIII. 
Infinite moe ^ tormented in like paine 
He there beheld, too long here to be told : 
JHe Mammon would there let him long remayne, 

' DrerU^ drenched. * Faynd, pretended, seemed. 

* FecuUtU, fool. ^ Despiteous, maliciooB. 

• ExterUf raised. • Moe, more. 



LXII. 8. — In purity.'] In token of purity. 

3* 
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For teirour of the tortures manifold, 

In which the damned soules he did behold, 

But roughly him bespake : " Thou fearefiill foole, 

Why takest not of that same fiuite of gold ? 

Ne sittest downe on that same silver stoole, 

To rest thy weaiy person in the shadow coole ? " 
LXIV. 
All which he did to do him deadly fall 
In frayle intemperaunce through sinfiill bajrt ; 
To which if he incl3med had at all, 
That Dreadfiill Feend, which did behinde him wayt. 
Would him have rent in thousand peeces strayt : 
But he was wary wise in all his way, 
And well perceived his deceiptfiill sleight, 
No sufilred lust ^ his safety to betray : 

So goodly did beguile the guyler of his pray. 
LXV. 
And now he has so long remained theare, 
That vitall powres gan wexe both weake and wan 
For want of food and sleepe, which two upbeare. 
Like mightie pillours, this frayle life of man, 
That none without the same enduren can : 
For now three dayes of men were fiill outwrought. 
Since he this hardy enterprise began : 
Forthy 2 great Mammon fayrely he besought 

Into the world to guyde him backe, as he him brought. 
LXVI. 
The God, though loth, yet was constraynd t' obay ; 
For lenger time, then ^ that, no living wight 
Below the earth might suffired be to stay : 
So backe againe him brought to living light 

* Lastf avarice. • Forthy^ therefore. • Tken^ than. 
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But all so soone as his enfeebled spright 
Cran sucke this vitall ayie into bis brest, 
As overcome with too exceeding might. 
The life did flit away out of her nest, 
And all his sences were with deadly fit opprest* 

* In the swoon of Sir Gruyon, it has been conjectured that Spenser 
means to express that state of torpid inaction into which the best facul- 
ties of the mind and heart faU, from the too eager and exclusive pur- 
suit of wealth. The images and incidents in this canto are derived 
partly from classical mythology, and parUy from the capacious stores of 
romantic fiction. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SS THE rAEBIB HUZSm. B. II. 



CANTO VIII. 



Sir Guyon, layd in swowne, is by 
Aerates sonnes despoyld ; 

Whom Arthure soone hath reskewed, 
And Paynim brethren foyld. 



And is there care in heaven ? And is there love 
In heavenly spirits to these creatures bace, 
That may compassion of their evils move ? 
There is : — else much more wretched were the cace 
Of men then^ beasts: But O ! th' exceeding grace 
Of Highest God that loves his creatures so, 
And all his workes with mercy doth embrace, 
That blessed Angels he sends to and fix), 
To serve to wicked man, to serve his wicked foe ! 

II. 
How oft do they their silver bowers leave 
To come to succour us that succour want ! 
How oft do they with golden pineons cleave 
The flitting ^ skyes, like flying pursuivant, 
Against fowle feendes to ayd us militant ! 
They for us fight, they watch and dewly ward, 
And their bright squadrons round about us plant ; 

> Then, than. * FUUing, yielding. 



1. 1. — ^nd is there care in heaven f &c.] These two introdoctoiy 
stanzas are very beautiful — equally remarkable for dignity of senti- 
ment and beauty of versification. 
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And all for love and nothing for reward : 
O^ why should Hevenly Grod to men have such regard 1 

III. 
During the wlule that Gruyon did abide 
In Mammons House, the Palmer, whom whyleare ^ 
That wanton Mayd of passage had denide, 
By further searcli had passage found elsewhere ; 
And, b^g on his way, approached neare 
Whare Gruyon lay in traunce ; when suddeinly 
He heard a voyce that called lowd and cleare, 
" CcMne hether, come hether, O ! come hastily ! " 
That all the fields resounded with the ruefiill cry. 

IV. 
The Palmer lent his ear unto the noyce. 
To weet * who called so importunely : 
Againe he heard a mare efforced ^ voyce, 
That bad him come in haste : He by and by 
His feeble feet directed to the cry ; 
Which to that shady delve * him brought at last, 
Where Mammon earst ^ did sunne his threasuiy : 
There the good Guyon he found slumbrmg fast 
In senceles dreame ; which sight at first him sore aghast^ 

V. 
Bedde his head there satt a faire young man, 
Of wondrous beauty and of fireshest yeares, 
Whose tender bud to blossome new began, 
And florish faire above his equall peares : 
His snowy firont, curled with golden heares, 

* WhyUare, a littie while ago. * DdvCy cave. 

* Weet J learn. * Earst, before. 

' More effarced-y louder. * Aghast^ terrified. 



III. 3. — That wanton Mayd, &c.] Phedria. See canto VI. stanza 
XIX. 
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like Phoebus &ce adorod with sunny tayes^ 
Divinely shone ; and two sharpe winged sheares, 
Decked with diverse plumes, like painted jayes. 
Were fixed at his backe to cut his ayery wayes. 

VI. 
Like as Cupido on Idsan hill, 
When having laid his cniell bow away 
And mortaU arrowes, wherewith he doth fill 
The world with murdious spoiles and bloody pray, 
With his faire mother he him dights ^ to play, 
And with his goodly sisters, Graces three ; 
The goddesse, pleased with his wanton play, 
Sufiers herselfe through sleepe beguild to bee, 

The whiles the other ladies mind theyr mery glee. 

VII. 
Whom when the Palmer saw, abasht he was 
Through fear and wonder, that he nought could say, 
Till him the Childe bespoke ; " Long lackt, alas. 
Hath bene thy faithfull aide in hard assay ^ ! 
Whiles deadly fitt thy Pupill doth dismay. 
Behold this heavy sight, thou reverend Sire ! 
But dread of death and dolor ^ doe away ; 
For Ufe ere long shall to her home retire, 

And he, that breathlesse seems, shal corage bold respire. 

VIII. 
" The charge, wliich Grod doth unto me arrett,* 
Of his deare safety, I to thee commend ; 
Yet will I not forgoe, ne yet forgett 
The care thereof myselfe unto the end. 
But evermore him succour, and defend 

* Him digfUSy prepares. • DotoTf grief. 

• Assayj enterprise. * Arretty allot 



y . 7. — Shearts.'] Wings formed like the blades of shean. 
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Against his ibe and mine : Watch thou, I pnj ; 

For evill is at hand him to oflkid." 

So having said, eilsoones ^ he gan display 
His painted nimble wings, and vanisht quite awaj. 

IX. 

The Palmer sedng his lefte empty place, 

And h'ls slow eies beguiled of their sight, 

Woxe sore affi*aid, and standing still a space 

Graz'd after him, as fowle escapt by flight : 

At last, him, turning to his charge behight,^ 

With trembling hand his troubled pulse gan try ; 

Where finding life not yet dislodged quight. 

He much reioyst, and courd ^ it tenderly. 
As chicken newly hatcht, firom dreaded destiny. 

X. 

At last he spide where towards him did pace 

Two Paynim Knights al armd as bright as skie, 

And them beside an aged Sire did trace. 

And far before a light-foote Page did flie 

That breathed strife and troublous enmiue. 

Those were the two sonnes of Aerates old. 

Who, meeting earst ^ with Archimago slie 

Foreby that Idle Strond, of him were told 
That he, which earst ^ them combatted, was Guycm bold. 

XI. 

Which to avenge on him they deariy vowd, 

Whereever that on ground they mote him find : 

* EfUooneSf immediately. • Courdy protected. 

' Behighty intrusted. ^ Earsty before. 



X. 3. — An aged Sire.'] Archimago. 

X. 4. — i^ light'fooU Page.] Atin. 

X. 7.— WhOy meeting earst.] See canto VI. stanza XLVII. 
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False Aichimage piovdct their corage piawd. 
And stryfiil Atin m their stubbome mind 
Coles of contentioQ and whot ^ yengeaunce tind.^ 
Now bene they come whereas the Palmer sate. 
Keeping that slcMnbred corse to him assbd: 
Well knew they both his person, sith ^ of late 

With him m bloody armes they rashly did debate. 

xn. 
Whom when Pjrrochles saw, mflam'd with rage 
That Sire he fowl bespake ; ^< Thou dotard vile, 
That with thy brutenesse shendst^ thy comely age, 
Abandon soone, I read,^ the caytive spoile 
Of that same outcast carcas, that erewhile 
Made itselfe famous through false trechery. 
And crownd his coward crest with knightly stile ; 
Loe ! where he now inglorious doth lye, 

To proove he lived il, that did thus fowly dye." 

xni. 
To whom the Palmer fearelesse answered ; 
" Certes,^ Sir Knight, ye bene too much to blame, 
Thus for to blott the honor of the dead. 
And with fowle cowardize his carcas shame 
Whose living handes immortalizd his name. 
Vile is the vengeaunce on the ashes cold ; 
And envy base to barke at sleeping fame : 
Was never wight that treason of him told : 

Yourselfe his prowesse prov'd, and found him fieis and bold." 

XIV. 
Then sayd Cymochles ; " Palmer, thou doest dote, 
Ne canst of prowesse ne of knighthood deeme, 

> Wh44, hot ^ Shendst^ disgracest. 

* TiHd, kindled. * Ready advise. 

' Sith, since. * Cartes, surely. 
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Save as thou seest or hearst : But well I wote. 

That of his puissaunce tiyall made extreeme: 

Yet gold all is not that doth golden seeme ; 

Ne al good Knights that shake well spears and shield : 

The worth of all men by their end esteeme ; 

And then dew praise or dew reproch them jrield : 

Bad therefore I him deeme that thus lies dead on field.'' 

XV. 
" Good or bad," gan his brother fiers reply, 
" What do I recke, sith ^ that he dide ^itire? 
Or what doth his bad death now satbfy 
The greedy hunger of revenging yre, 
Sith ^ wrathfiill hand wrought not her owne desire? 
Yet, since no way is lefte to wreake my spight, 
I will him reave * of armes, the victors hire, 
And of that shield, more worthy of good Knight ; 

For why should a dead dog be deckt m armour bright ? ^ 

XVI. 
" Fayr Sir," said then the Palmer suppliaunt, 
" For knighthoods love doe not so fowle a deed, 
Ne blame your honor with so shamefull vaunt 
Of vile revenge : To spoile the dead of weed * 
Is sacrilege, and doth all sinnes exceed : 
But leave these relicks of his living might 
To decke his herce, and trap ^ his tomb-blacke steed." 

^ Sith, since. ' Weed, habiliments. 

* Reave, strip. ^ Trap, adorn. 



XV. 2. — Sith that he dide entvre.'l Since he died a natural death, 
without being wounded. 

XV. 7. — Victors hire.'\ The arms of the vanqnished knight belonged 
to the victor. 

XVI. 3. — JW hlanu your honor. "l Nor cast reproach upon your 
honor. 

XVI. 7. — To decke his herce.} The herce was a sort of cenotaph or 
VOL. II. 4 
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" What herce or steed," said he, " should he have dight, 
But be entombed in the raven or the kight ? " 

XVII. 
With that, rude hand upon his shield he laid^ 
And th' other brother gan his hehne unlace ; 
Both fiercely bent to have him disaraid ; 
Till that they spide where towards them did pace 
An armed Knight, of bold and bounteous grace, 
Whose Squire bore after him an heben ^ launce 
And coverd shield : Well kend ^ him so far space 
Th' Enchaunter by his armes and amenaunce,^ 
When under him he saw his Lybian steed to praunce ; 
XVIII. 
And to those brethren sayd ; " Rise, rise bylive,* 
And unto batteil doe yourselves addresse ; 
For yonder comes the prowest Knight alive, 
Prince Arthur, flowre of grace and nobilesse, 
That hath to Paynim Knights wrought great distresses 
And thousand Sar'zins fowly donne to dye." 
That word so deepe did in their harts impresse, 
That both eftsoones ^ upstarted furiously, 
And gan themselves prepare to batteill greedily. 

XIX. 
But fiers PjnocMes, lackmg his owne sword, 
The want thereof now greatly gan to plaine, 

* Heben, ebony. ^ Bylive, immediately. 

• Kend, knew. ' Eftsoones, iimnediately. 
' Amenaunce, carriage. 



temporary tomb^ where the arms of the knight were suspended. Py- 
rochles replies that he deseryes not a hearse or a steed, but that he 
should be left to be devoured by the raven and the kite. 

X VI I. 5. — An armed Knight.'] This is the first appearance of Frinoo 
Arthur in this book. 

XVII. 7. — And coverd shield.] See book I. canto VII. stanza 
XXXIU. 
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And Archimage besought, him that affi)rd 
Which he had brought for Braggadochio vame. 
'^ So would I," said th' enchaunter, " glad and faine 
Beteeme ^ to you this sword, you to defend, 
Or ought that els your honour might maintaine ; 
But that this weapons powre I well have kend * 

To be contrary to the worke which ye intend : 

XX. 
" For that same Knights owne sword this is, of yore 
Which Merlin made by his ahnightie art 
For that his Noursling, when he knighthood swore, 
Therewith to doen his foes etemall smart. 
The metall first he mixt with medaewart. 
That no enchauntment from his dmt might save ; 
Then it in flames of Aetna wrought apart. 
And seven times dipped in the bitter wave 

Of hellish Styx, which hidden vertue to it gave. 

XXI. 
" The vertue is, that nether Steele nor stone 
The stroke thereof fix)m entraunce may defend ; 
Ne ever may be used by his fone ^ ; 
Ne forst his rightfiil owner to offend ; 
Ne ever will it breake, ne ever bend ; 
Wherefore Morddure it rightfuUy is hight.^ 

> BeteenUf deliver. ' Foney foes. 

« Kend, learned. < Highly called. 



XIX. 4. — Had brought for Braggadochio vaine.'] See canto III 
stanza XVUI. 

XX. 2.— Jferfm.] Merlin was a famous enchanter, who plays a 
conspicnoos part in the fabulous history of Britain. 

XX. 5. — Meditwart.] This I conjecture to be a general name for a 
medicinal herb, compounded of vudica and roarty an herb. Upton 
thinks that a particular herb, called medieay mentioned by Virgil in 
Georg. i. 215, is meant. 

XXI. 6. — Morddure.] Morddure is derived from tw<^ ^ — »• '- 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 THE FAERIE <^U£EN£. B« II* 

In vaine therefore, Pyrocbles, should I lend 
The same to thee, against his Lord to fight ; 

For sure yt would deceive thy labor and thy might." 

XXII. 
'^ Foolish old man," said then the Pagan wroth, 
'^ That weenest words or charms may force withstond : 
Soone shalt thou see, and then beleeve for troth,^ 
That I can carve with this inchaunted brond 
His Lords owne flesh." Therewith out of his hond 
That vertuous Steele he rudely ^atcht away ; 
And Guyons shield about his wrest he bond: 
So ready dight, fierce battaile to assay, 

And match his brother proud in battailous aray. 
xxni. 
By this, that straunger Knight in presence came. 
And goodly salved ^ them ; who nought againe 
Him answered, as courtesie became ; 
But with Sterne lookes, and stomachous ^ disdaine, 
Gave signes of grudge and discontentment vaine : 
Then, tummg to the Palmer, he gan spy 
Where at his feet, with sorrowfiill demayne * 
And deadly hew, an armed corse did lye. 

In whose dead face he redd great magnanimity. 

XXIV. 
Said he then to the Palmer ; " Reverend Sjrre, 
" What great misfortune hath betidd * this Knight ? 
Or did his life her fatall date expyre. 
Or did he fall by treason, or by fight ? 

^ Troth, truth. ^ Demaynt, demeanor. 

* Salved, saluted. » Betidd, befallen. 

' Stomachous, haughty. 



■ignifytng to bite sharp. The magic virtues of King Arthur e sword 
£xcalabar are well known to the readers of romantic fiction. 
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However, sure I rew his pitteous pli^t'* 
" Not one, nor other," sayd the Pahner grave, 
" Hath him beiahie ; but cloudes of deadly night 
Awhile his heavy eylids cover'd have, 

And all his sences drowned in deep sencelesse wave 

XXV. 
" Which those his cniell foes, that stand hereby, 
Maldng advantage, to revenge their spight, 
Would him disarme and treat^i shameitdly ; 
Unworthie usage of redoubted Knight! 
But you, iaire Sir, whose honourable sight 
Doth promise hope of helpe and timely grace. 
Mote I beseech to succour his sad plight. 
And by your powre protect his feeble cace ? 

First prayse of knighthood is, fowle outrage to deface.^ " 
XXVI. 
" Palmer," said he, " no Knight so rude, I weene, 
As to doen outrage to a sleeping ghost* : 
Ne was there ever noble corage ^ scene. 
That in advauntage would his puissaunce host : 
Honour is least, where oddes appeareth most. 
May bee, that better reason will aswage 
The rash revengers heat. Words, well dispost. 
Have secrete powre t' appease inflamed rage : 

If not, leave unto me thy Knights last patronage." 
XXVII. 
Tho,* turning to those brethren, thus bespoke ; 
" Ye warlike payre, whose valorous great might. 
It seemes, lust wronges to vengeaunce doe provoke. 
To wreake your wrath on this dead-seeming Knight, 
Mote ought allay the storme of your despight, 

* Deface, defeat, prevent. • Corage, heart, mind. 

« Ghost, soul. * Tho, then. 

4* 
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And settle patience m so furious heat ? 
Not to debate the chalenge of your right, 
But for his carkas pardon I entreat, 

Whom fortune hath ahready laid in lowest seat." 
xxvm. 
To whom Cymochles said ; " For what art thou, 
That mak'st thyselfe his dayes-man,^ to prolong 
The vengeaunce prest ? ^ Or who shall let ^ me now 
On this vile body fjx)m to wreak my wrong, 
And make his carkas as the outcast dong ? 
Why should not that dead carrion satisfye 
The guilt, which, if he lived had thus long. 
His life for dew revenge should deare abye ^ ? 

The trespass still doth live, albee ^ the person dye," 
XXIX. 
" Indeed," then said the Prince, " the evill donne 
Dyes not, when breath the body first doth leave ; 
But fjx)m the grandsyre to the nephewes ^ sonne 
And all his seede the curse doth often cleave. 
Till vengeaunce utterly the guilt bereave : 
So streightly '^ God doth iudge. But gende Knight, 
That doth against the dead his hand upreare. 
His honour staines with i*ancour and despight. 

And great disparagment makes to his former might." 
XXX. 
Pyrochles gan reply the second tyme, 

* Dayes-man, arbitrator. * Jlbee, although. 

' Prest, ready at hand. * Nephewes, grandson, or descendant 

* Let, hinder. generally. 

* Ahye, pay. ' Streightly, stricUy. 



XXVII. 7. — JVW to debaU the chalenge of, &c.] To waiye all ques- 
tion concerning. 
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And to him sayd ; " Now, felon, sure I read,^ 
How that thou art partaker of his cryme : 
Therefore by Terniagaunt thou shalt be dead." 
With that, his hand, more sad ^ than lomp of lead, 
Uplifting high, he weened with Morddure, 
His owne good sword Morddure, to cleave bb head. 
The faithiiill Steele such treason no'uld ^ endure. 

But, swarving finom the marke, his Lordes life did assure. 
XXXI. 
Yet was the force so fiirious and so fell, 
That horse and man it made to reele asyde : 
Nath'lesse the Prince would not forsake hb sell,* 
(For well of yore he learned had to ryde,) 
But fiill of anger fiersly to him cryde ; 
" False traitour, miscreaunt, thou broken hast 
The law of armes, to strike foe undefide : 
But thou thy treasons fiiiit I hope, shalt taste 

Right sowre, and feele the l&w, the which thou hast de&st.^ '' 
XXXII. 
With that hb baleiiill speare he fiercely bent 
Against the Pagans brest, and therewith thought 
Hb cursed life out of her lodg have rent : 
But, ere the point arrived where it ought, 
That seven-fold shield, which he from Guyon brought. 
He cast between to ward the bitter stownd ® : 
Through all those foldes the steelehead passage wrought, 
And through hb shoulder perst ; wherwith to ground 

He groveling fell, all gored in his gushing wound. 

* Read, perceive. * SeU, saddle. 

* Sadj heavy. • Defast, broken. 
' No^vld, would not. * Stownd, assault. 



XXX. 4. — By Termagaunt, &c.] Termagaunt is the name given 
in old romances to the god of the Saracens. 
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xxxin. 
Which when bb brother saw^ fraught with great gnefe 
And wrath, he to him leaped furiouslj. 
And ibwly saide ; B7 Mahoune, cursed thiefe. 
That direfull stroke thou dearely shalt aby.^ " 
Then, hurling up his hamQefull blade on by, 
Smote him so hugely on hb haughtie crest, 
That finom hb saddle forced him to fly : 
Eb mote it needes downe to hb manly brest 
Have cleft hb head in twaine, and life thence dbpossest 

XXXIV. 
Now was the Prince in daungerous distresse, 
Wanting hb sword when he on foot should fight : 
Hb single speare could doe him small redresse 
Against two foes of so exceeding might, 
The least of which was match for any Knight. 
And now the other, whom be earst^ did daunt, 
Had reard himselfe agame to cruel fight 
Three times more furious and more puissaunt, 
Unmindflill of hb wound, of hb fate ignoraunt. 

XXXV. 
So both attonce him charge on either syde 
With hideous strokes and importable ^ powre, 
That forced him hb ground to traverse wyde, 
And wisely watch to ward that deadly stowre * : 
For on hb shield, as thicke as stormie showre. 
Their strokes did raine ; yet did he never quaile, 
Ne backward shrinke ; but as a stedfast towre, 

1 ^by, pay. * InvporUMey not to be borne. 

' Earsty before. ^ Stovyrty danger. 



XXXIIl. 3. — By Malunau,'\ Mohammed. 

XXXrV. 3. — ERs single jpeore.] Hit tpear alone and nngle. 
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Wbcnn foe with double batdy doth assaile, [availe. 

Them on her bulwarke beares^ and bids them noi:^ht 
XXXVI. 
So stoutly he withstood thdr strong assay ; 
Till that at last, when he advantage spyde, 
His poynant ^ speare he thrust with puissant sway 
At proud Cynnochles, whiles Ins shield was wyde,* 
That through his thigh the mortall Steele did gryde' : 
He, swarving with the force, within his flesh 
Did breake the launce, and let the head abyde : 
Out of Ae wound the red blood flowed fresh, 

That underneath his feet soone made a purple plesh> 
XXXVII. 
Hwribly then he gan to rage and rayle, 
Cuising his gods, and himselfe damning deepe : 
Als * when his brother saw the red blood rayle * 
Adowne so fast, and all his armour steepe, 
For very felnesse '' lowd he gan to weepe, 
And said ; " Caytive, curse on thy cruell bond, 
That twise hath spedd ® ; yet shall it not thee keepe 
From the third brunt of this my fatall brond : [st(Hid ! " 

Lo, where the dreadiiiU Death behjrnd thy backe doth 
XXXVIII. 
With that he strooke, and th' other strooke withall, 
That nothing seemd mote beare so monstrous might : 
The one upon his covered shield did fall, 
And glauncing downe would not his owner byte : 
But th' other did upon hb troncheon smyte ; 

^ Poynant, piercing. * Als, also. 

' Wyde, tamed away. • RayU, flow. 

• Gryde, pierce. ' Felnesse, fiiry. 

* Plesh, pool. ' Spedd, succeeded. 



XXXVIII. 5. — Troncheon,^ The wooden part of his spear. 
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Which hewing quite asunder, fiirther way 
It made, and on his hacqueton did lyte, 
The which dividing with importune ^ sway, 

It seizd m his right side, and there the dint did stay. 
XXXIX. 
Wyde was the wound, and a large lukewarme flood, 
Red as the rose, thence gushed grievously ; 
That when the Paynym spyde the streaming blood, 
Gave him great hart and hope of victory. 
On th' other side, in huge perplexity 
The Prince now stood, having his weapon broke ; 
Nought could he hurt, but still at warde did ly : 
Yet with liis troncheon he so rudely stroke 

Cymochles twise, that twise him forst his foot revoke. 

XL. 
Whom when the Pahner saw in such distresse. 
Sir Guyons sword he lightly to him raught,^ [blesse, 

And said ; " Fayre sonne, great God thy right hand 
To use that sword so well as he it ought ! " 
Glad was the Knight, and with fresh courage fraught, 
When as againe he armed felt his bond : 
Then like a lyon, which had long time saught 
His robbed whelpes, and at the last them fond [yond ^ : 

Binongst the shepheard swaynes, then wexeth wood and 

XLI. 
So fierce he laid about him, and dealt blowes 
On either side, that neither mayle could hold, 

* Importune f cruel. * Raugkt, reached. 

' Wood and yond^ fierce and furious. 



XXXVIII. 7. — His hacqueton.^ The hacqueton was a jacket worn 
under the armor, made of quilted cotton or leather. 

XL. 4. — So weU as he it ought.] As well as the owner could have 
used it. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C. Tin* THE FAERIE QUEENE* 47 

Ne shield defend the thunder of his throwes : 

Now to Pyiochles many strokes he told ; 

Eft ^ to Cyinochles twise so many fold ; 

Then, backe againe turning his busie hond, 

Them both attonce compeld with courage bold 

To yield wide way to his hart-thrilling * brond ; [stond. 

And though they both stood stifle, yet could not both with- 
XLII. 
As salvage bull, whom two fierce mastives bajrt, 
When rancour doth with rage him once engore,^ 
Forgets with wary warde them to awayt. 
But with his dreadfiiU homes them drives afore, 
Or flings aloft, or treades downe in the flore, 
Breathing out wrath, and bellowing disdaine, 
That all the forest quakes to hear him rore : 
So rag'd Prince Arthur twixt his foemen twaine, 

That neither could his mightie puissaunce sustaine. 
XLIII. 
But ever at Pyrochles when he smitt, 
(Who Guyons shield cast ever him before. 
Whereon the Faery Queenes pourtract was writt,) 
His hand relented and the stroke forbore. 
And his deare hart the picture gan adore ; 
Which oft the Paynim sav'd from deadly stowre * : 
But him henceforth the same can save no more ; 
For now arrived is his fatall howre, 

That no'te * avoyded be by earthly skill or powre. 
XLIV. 
For when Cymochles saw the fowle reproch. 
Which them appeached * ; prickt with guiltie shame 

> Eftf then. < SUnere, peril. 

' Hart-thrilling y heart-piercing. * JVo'^, could not. 

• Engore, irritate. • Appeached^ impeached. 
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And mward griefe, he fiercely gan approch, 

Resolv'd to put away that loathly blame, 

Or dye >v«th honour and desert of fame ; 

And on the haubergh stroke the Prince so sore, 

That quite disparted all the linked frame. 

And pierced to the skin, but bit no more ; 
Yet made him twise to reele, that never mooVd afixe. 
XLV. 

Whereat renfierst ^ with wrath and sharp regret, 

He stroke so hugely with his borrowd blade, 

That it empierst the Pagans burganet * ; 

And, cleaving the hard Steele, did deepe invade 

Into his head, and cruell passage made 

Quite through his brayne : He, tomblbg downe on ground, 

Breath'd out his ghost, which, to th' inferoall shade 

Fast flying, there etemall torment found 
For all the sinnes wherewith his lewd life did aboimd. 
XL VI. 

Which when his german^ saw, the stony feare 

Ran to his hart, and all his sence dismayd ; 

Ne thenceforth life ne corage did appeare : 

But, as a man whom heUish feendes have frayd,* 

Long trembling still he stoode ; at last thus sayd ; 

" Traytour, what hast thou doen ! How ever may 

Thy cursed hand so cruelly have swayd 

Against that Knight 1 Harrow and well away ! 
After so wicked deede why liv'st thou lenger * day ! " 

* Rer^ierat, reenforced. * Frayd, terrified. 

' Burganet, steel headpiece. * Lenger, longer. 

' German, brother. 



XLIV. 6. — Haubergh.'] Hawberk, a coat of chain armor. 

XL VI. Q.— Harrow and well away.] See canto VI. stanza XLIII. 
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XLVIl. 

With that all desperate, as loathing light, 
And with revenge desyring soone to dye, 
Assembling all his force and utmost might, 
With his owne swerd he fierce at him did flye, 
And strooke, and foynd,' and lasht outrageously, 
Withouten reason or regard. Well knew 
The Prince, with pacience and sufieraunce sly,* 
So hasty heat soone cooled to subdew : 

Tho, when this breathlesse woxe, that batteil gan renew. 
XLVIII. 
As when a windy tempest bloweth hye, 
That nothing may withstand his stoimy stowre,^ 
The clowdes, as thinges affiayd, before him flye ; 
But, all so soone as his outrageous powre 
Is layd, they fiercely then begin to showre ; 
And, as in scome of his spent stormy spight, 
Now all attonce their malice forth do poure : 
So did Prince Arthur beare himselfe in fight, 

And suffired rash Pyiochles waste his ydle might. 
XLIX. 
At last whenas the Sarazin perceived 
How that straunge ^ sword reiusd to serve hb neede, 
But, when he. stroke most strong, the dint deceived. 
He flong it irom him ; and, devoyd of dreed. 
Upon him lightly leaping without heed 
Twixt his two mighty armes engrasped fast, 

* Foynd^ pushed. ' Stoicre, violence. 

* Slxfj deliberate. ^ Stravnge^ not belonging to him. 



XLVn. 4. — WUh his owne swerd.'] With Prince Arthur's own 
flword. 

XL VII. 9. — ThOf wherif &c.] Then when this Pajnim grew breath- 
less, that Prince renewed the battle. 
VOL. II. 5 
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Thinkmg to overthrowe and downe him tred : 
But him in strength and skill the Prince surpast, 

And through his nimble sleight did under him down cast 

L. 
Nought booted it the Paynim then to strive ; 
For as a bittur ^ in the eagles clawe, 
That may not hope by flight to scape alive^ 
Still waytes for death with dread and tronbling aw ; 
So he, now subiect to the victours law, 
Did not once move, nor upward cast his eye, 
For vile disdaine and rancour, which did gnaw 
His hart in twame with sad melancholy ; 

As one that loathed life, and yet despysd to dye. 

LI. 
But, fuU of princely bounty and great mind| 
The Conqueror nought cared him to slay ; 
But, casting wronges and all revenge beh'ind, 
More glory thought to give life then decay,' 
And sayd ; '^ Pa}mim, this is thy dismall day ; 
Yet if thou wilt renounce thy miscreaunce,^ 
And my trew liegeman yield thyselfe for ay. 
Life will I graunt thee for thy valiaunce, 

And all thy wronges will wipe out of my sovenaunce.*** 

LII. 
" Foole," sayd the Pagan, " I thy gift defye ; 
But use thy fortune, as it doth befall ; 
And say, that I not overcome doe dye, 
But in despight of life for death doe call." 
Wroth was the Prince, and sory yet withall, 

> Bittvr, bittern. ' Miseremmeef falie faith. 

' Then decay f than death. * Sovenauneey memory. 



LI. 1. — Great mituL] Magnanimity. 
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That he so wiUuUy reiiised grace ; 
Tet, sith^ his fate so cruelly did (all, 
His shining helmet he gan soone unlace. 

And left his headlesse body bleeding all the place. 
LIII. 
By this, Sir Guyon finom his traunce awakt, 
life having maystered her sencelesse foe ; 
And looking up, whenas his shield he lakt' 
And sword saw not, he wexed wondrous woe ' : 
But when the Pakner, whom he long ygoe 
Had lost, he by him spyde, right glad he grew, 
And saide ; " Deare Sir, whom wandring to and fio 
I long have lackt, I ioy thy face to vew ! 

Firme is thy faith, whom daunger never fio me drew. 
LIV. 
" But read * what wicked hand hath robbed mee 
Of my good sword and shield ? " The Palmer, glad 
With so fresh hew uprysing him to see. 
Him answered ; " Fayre sonne, be no whit sad 
For want of weapons ; they shall soone be had.*' 
So gan he to discourse the whole debate,* 
Which that straunge Knight for him sustained had, 
And those two Sarazins confounded late. 

Whose carcases on ground were horribly prostrate. 
LV. 
Which when he heard, and saw the tokens trew, 
His hart with great affection was embayd,® 
And to the Prince, with bowing reverence dew. 
As to the patrone of his life, thus sayd ; 
" My Lord, my liege, by whose most gradous ayd 

* SUhf since. * Readj tell me. 
■ Laktf lacked, or wanted. * Debate, battle. 

* Wondrout looe^ yerj sad. * Embayd^ filled. 
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I live this day, and see my foes subdewd, 
What may suffice to be for meede repayd 
Of so great graces as ye have me sbewd. 

But to be ever bound " — 

LVL 
To whom the Infant thus ; ^< Fayre Sir, what need 
Grood tumes be counted, as a servile bond, 
To bind their dooers to receive their meed ? 
Are not all Knightes by oath bound to withstond 
Oppressours powre by armes and puissant bond ? 
Suffise, that I have done my dew ^ in place." 
So goodly purpose they together ibnd 
Of kbdnesse and of courteous aggrace* ; 

The whiles &lse Archimage and Atin fled apace. 

^ DsWf duty. * Jiggracty ikvor. 



LVI. 1. — The Infant.'] Infant here meani prinee^ in the sense of 
the Spanish iitfanU, 

LVI. 1.— fViyrf Sir^ what need, &o.] This remaric of Prinoe Ar- 
thur expresses the sentiment of a beautiful maxim of de la Roche- 
foucauld, that the too eager desire to return a fayor is, in itself, a 
species of ingratitude. 

LVI. 7. — So goodly purpose they together fimd,] Thus thej held 
goodly discourse together. 
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CANTO IX. 

The House of Temperaunce, in which 

Doth soher Alma dwell, 
Besiegd of many foes, whom straung- 

er Knights to flight compelL 

I. 
Of all Crods workes, which doe this woride adome, 
There is no one more faire and excellent 
Then ^ is mans body, both for powre and forme, 
Whiles it is kept in sober government ; 
But none then ^ it more fowle and indecent, 
Distempred through misrule and passions bace ; 
It grows a monster, and inccmtinent ^ 
Doth lose his dignity and native grace : 
Behold, who list, both one and other in this place. 

II. 
After the Paynim brethren conquered were, 
The Briton Prince recovering liis stolne sword. 
And Guyon his lost shield, they both yfere ^ 
Forth passed on their way in fayre accord. 
Till him the prince with gentle court did bord * ; 
" Sir Knight, mote I of you this court'sy read,* 
To weet ® why on your shield, so goodly scord, 

^ T%m, than. * Bord, address. 

' Ineontinentf immediately. * Read, ask. 

• IJere, together. • Weet, letun. 



I. 9. — In this place.'] In the persons of Prince Arthnr and the two 
brothers, Cymochles and Pyrochles. 
5* 
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Beare ye the picture of that Ladies head? 

Full lively is the semblaunt, though the substance dead.'' 

III. 
" Fayre Sir/' sayd he, " if in that picture dead 
Such life ye read, and vertue in vaine shew ; 
What mote ye weene, if the trew lively-head ^ 
Of that most glorious visage ye did vew ! 
But yf the beauty of her mind ye knew. 
That b, her bounty, and imperiall powre, 
Thousand times fairer then her mortall hew, 
O ! how great wonder would your thoughts devoure, 

And infinite desire into your spirite poure ! 

IV. 
" She is the mighty Queene of Faery, 
Whose faire retraitt* I in my shield doe beare ; 
Shee is the flowre of grace and chastity, 
Throughout the world renowmed far and neare, 
My Life, my Liege, my Soveraine, my Deare, 
Whose glory shineth as the morning starre, 
And with her light the earth enlumines cleare ; 
Far reach her mercies, and her praises farre. 

As well m state of peace, as puissaunce in warre." 

V. 
" Thrise happy man," said then the Briton Knight, 
" Whom gracious lott and thy great valiaunce 
Have made thee soldier of that Princesse bright, 
Which with her bounty and glad countenaunce 
Doth Uesse her servaunts, and them high advaunce 1 

^ Livdy'kMdf liyelihood, or living original. ' ReiraUtf portrait 

n. 9. — FuU Uzdy, &c.] < The likeness is animated, though the ob- 
ject itself, or the picture, is inanimate.' 
m. 3. — Wkai tmU ye weena.] What would you think. 
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How may straunge Knight hope ever to aspire. 
By fidthfuU service and meete amenaunce,^ 
Unto such blisse? sufficient were that hire^ 

For losse of thousand lives, to die at her desire.'' 

VI. 
Said Guyon, ^^ Noble Lord, what meed so great. 
Or grace of earthly Prince so soveraine, 
But by your wondrous worth and wariike feat 
Ye well may hope, and easely attaine ? 
But were your will her sold to entertaine. 
And numbred be mongst Knights of Maydenhed, 
Great guerdon, well I wote,^ should you remaine, 
And in her favor high be reckoned. 

As Atthegall and Sophy now beene honored.'' 

VII. 
" Certes," then said the Prince, " I God avow. 
That sith ^ I arroes and knighthood first did plight, 
My whole desire hath beene, and yet is now. 
To serve that Queene with al my powre and might. 
Now hath the sunne with his lamp-burning light 
Walkt round about tlie worid, and I no lesse, 
Sith^ of that Goddesse I have sought the sight, 
Yet no where can her find ; such happinesse 

Heven doth to me exivf and fortune favourlesse.^ " 

' Amenaunee, deportment ' WotCf know. 

' Hire, recompense. * SUhf lince. 

* Faixmrlesse, not fkyooring. 

VI. 5. — > Sold to entertaine.'] Receive her pay. Sold ii a substantiye, 
meaning pay, 

VI. 9.— .^# ArthegaU and Sophy :\ Of Arthegoll we hear hereafter, 
but not of Sophy. He was to haye been, probably, the hero of some 
of the hooka never completed. 

VII. 5.— Abto hath^ &c.] In book I. canto IX. stanza XV. Prince 
Arthor says he had been nine months in search of the Faerie Queene. 
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VIII. 

" Fortune, the foe of famous chevisaunce, 
Seldom," said Guyon, " yields to vertue aide, 
But in her way throwes mischiefe and mischaunce, 
Whereby her course is stopt and passage staid. 
But you, fauB Sir, be not herewith dismaid, 
But constant keepe the way in which ye stand ; 
Which were it not that I am eb delaid 
With hard adventure, which I have in hand, 

I labour would to guide you through al Fary land." 

IX. 
" Gramercy,^ Sir," said he ; " but mote I weete ^ 
What straunge adventure do ye now pursew ? 
Perhaps my succour or advizement meete 
Mote stead * you much your purpose to subdew." 
Then gan Sir Guyon all the story shew 
Of false Acrasia, and her wicked wiles ; 
Which to avenge, the Fahner him forth drew 
From Faery Court So talked they, the whiles 

They wasted bad much way, and measurd many miles. 

X. 
And now faire Phoebus gan decline in haste 
His weary wagon to the westeme vale, 
Whenas they spide a goodly Castle, plaste 
Foreby * a river in a pleasaunt dale ; 
Which choosing for that evenings hospitale,^ 
They thether marcht : but when they came in sight, 
And fix>m their sweaty coursers did avale,^ 

* Chevisauncef enterpriae. * Foreby y near to. 

' GratMrcy, many thankf . ^ HospiUdty inn. 

' Weetty know. ^ Avale, alight. 
« SUady help. 



X. 7. — Tktir sweaty c<mr$ers.} Sir Gujon's hone had been ftoleii, 
and we have not learned how he came by one now. 
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Thej found the gates fast barred long ere night, 
And every loup^ fast lockt, as^ fearing ibes despight 

XI. 
Which when they saw, they weened fowle reproch 
Was to them doen, their entraunce to forstall' ; 
Till that the Squire gan nigher to approch, 
And wind his home under the Castle wall, 
That with the noise it shooke as ^ it would fall. 
Eftsoones ^ forth looked from the highest spire 
The Watch, and lowd unto the Knights did call. 
To weete ^ what they so rudely did require : 
Who gently answered, They entraunce did desire. 

XII. 
" Fly, fly, good Knights," said he, " fly fast away. 
If that your lives ye love, as meete ye should ; 
Fly fast, and save yourselves from neare decay ; 
Here may ye not have entraunce, though we would : 
We would and would againe, if that we could ; 
But thousand enemies about us rave, 
And with long siege us in this Castle hould : 
Seven yeares this wize they us besieged have. 
And many good Knights slaine that have us sought to save." 

XIII. 
Thus as he spoke, loe ! with outragious cry 
A thousand Villeins rownd about them swarmd 
Out of the rockes and caves adioyning nye ; 

* Loup J loop-hole. ^ Efisoones, immediately. 

' ji5, as if. • Weete, know. 

' FarstaU, prevent. 



XII. 8. — They us besieged have.'] It will hardly be necessary to re- 
mind the reader that this castle is the human body ; that Mma is the 
mind; and that the besiegers are the unruly appetites, passions, &o. 
which are alike injurious to body and mind. 
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Vile caitive wretches, ragged, rude, deformd, 
All threatnbg death, all in straunge maimer annd ; 
Some with unweldy clubs, some with long speares, 
Some rusty knives, some staves in fier warmd : 
Sterne was their looke ; like wild amazed steares, 

Staring with hollow des, and stjfh upstanding heares.^ 

XIV. 
Fiersly at first those Knights they did assayle, 
And drove them to recoile : but, when againe 
They gave fresh charge, their forces gan to feyle 
Unhable their encounter to sustaine ; 
For with such puissaunce and impetuous mame 
Those Champions broke on them, that forst them fly, 
like scattered sheepe, whenas the shepherds swcune 
A lion and a tigre doth espye 

With greedy pace forth nishing fitun the forest nye. 

XV. 
A while they fled, but soone retoumd againe 
With greater fury then^ before was found ; 
And evermore their cruell Capitaine 
Sought with his raskall routs ^ t'enclose them lownd, 
And ovem)nne to tread them to the grownd : 
But soone the Knights with their bright-burning blades 
Broke their rude troupes, and orders did confownd, 
Hewmg and slashing at their idle shades ; [&des. 

For though they bodies seem, yet substaunce fitun them 

XVI. 
As when a swarme of gnats at eventide 
Out of the fennes of Allan doe arise. 
Their murmuring smaU trompetts sownden ^ wide, 

' HeareSf hain. * Thenf than. 

* BoMkaU rMctt, multittide of low penonB. * Sownden^ toond. 
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Whiles in the aire their clustring army flieSj 
That B5 a cloud doth seeme to dira the skiea ; 
Ne man nor beast may rest or take repast 
For their sharpe wounds aad noyous * injuries, 
Till the fierce northeme wind with blustring blast 

Doth blow them quite away, and in tbe ocean cast 
XVII 
Thus when they had that troublous rout dispetst, 
Unto the Castle gate they come again e, 
And entraunce crav'dj which was denied erst.* 
Now when report of that their perlous ^ paioe. 
And combroiis conflict which they did sustain e, 
Came to the Ladies eare which there did dwell, 
Shee forth issewed with a goodly tiaine 
Of Squires and Ladies equt paged well, 

And entertained diem right fairely, as befell. 
XVII L 
Alraa she called was ; a Virgin brightj 
That had not yet felt Cupldes wanton ra^e ; 
Yet was shee woo VI of many a gentle Knight, 
And raaoy a Lord of nobl6 parentage. 
That sought with her to lincke in marriage : 
For shee was faire, as faire mot© ever bee, 
And in the flowre now of her freshest age ; 
Yet futl of grace and goodly modestee, 

Tliat even heven reioyced her sweete face to see* 

xrx. 
In robe of lilly white she was arayd, 
That fram her shoulder to her heele downe raught * ; 
Tbe traine whereof loose far behind her stray d, 
Braunched with gold and perle most richly wrought, 

' Erslf first, * Eaughi, reiuihed* 
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And borne of two faire damsels which were tau^t 
That service well : Her yellow golden hears 
Was trimly woven and in tresses wrought, 
Ne other tire ^ she on her head did weare, 

But crowned with a gariand of sweete rosiere.^ 

XX. 
Goodly shee entertaind those noble Knights, 
And brought them up mto her Castle hall ; 
Where gentle court and gracious delight 
Shee to them made, with mildnesse virginall. 
Shewing herselfe both wise and hberall. 
There when they rested had a season dew, 
They her besought of favour speciall 
Of that faire Castle to afibord them vew : 

Shee graunted ; and, them leading forth, the same did shew. 

XXI. 
First she them led up to the Castle wall. 
That was so high as foe might not it clime. 
And all so faire and feasible ^ withall ; 
Not built of bricke, ne yet of stone and lime. 
But of thing like to that Egyptian slime, 
Whereof king Nine whilome^ built Babell towre: 
But O great pitty, that no lenger ^ time 
So goodly workmanship should not endure ! 

Soone it must tume to earth : No earthly thing is sure. 

* Tire^ head-dress. • Rosiere, rose-tree. 
' FenstbUy capable of being defended. 

♦ Whilome, formerly. * Lenger^ longer. 



XXI. 5. — That MgypHan aUme.'] To express Uie earUily origin ot 
the homan body, Spenser says that the casUe was made of sach slime 
as was used in bnild'mg the tower of Babel. ((Jen. xi. 3.) Why he 
should call it " ^Egyptian " does not readily appear, as it was a kind of 
bitumen found in the neighborhood, unless because it was like the 
glutinous slime deposited by the Nile. 
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XXII. 
The frame thereof seemd partly circulare, 
And part triangular^! ; O woike divine ! 
Those two die first and last proportions are; 
The one iin perfect mortal! , fo; mi nine; 
Th' other immortallj perfect, masculbe; 
And t\t'ixt them both a quadrate was the base^ 
Proponbnd etjually by seven and nine j 
Nine was tlie circle sett in heavens place : 
All which compacted made a goodly dtapase. 

XX II. ]. — Tha ftamc^ fWr^*, &c.] This Btajira thrms the a^ibj^ct 
Oif an eliiborate note by Upton, and is akci explained m a letter by Sit 
Ken<?lm Digbj, wbich letter t» contained in Todd's edLtion ofSpenacr, 
tutid ifl a curiou* «pecimt!n of the rnjiititioJ nonscnae of a ibrmcr iLge. 
rVom these tw© sources, 1 shall endea^f^r toeitniet abrief cjiplantttion. 
It wiU be remen^ibfrrcd that the caatle and lU mbabit&nt, Alma, typl^ 
the body luid mind of man* 

'* The ftwne thereof seemd partly eircalarsj 
And part triangulare." 

Ci7ttd&r& refers to t}ie mind, and triangy^are to the body. The circle la 
the most perfect of iigxiTes, and inctudes the irreiitest spojce, and the tri- 
angle U the most imperfect, and jneludes the leaat space j conaeqnently 
they denote the perfect mind and the imperfect body. The rank of 
these two figures h expressed by the lii^e, 

" Those two the first nod labt proportions are/' 

Man's iHwly ttt imperfect and mortal ^ bnl his mind immortal and per- 
fect, The former is also called feminine, and the latter, masculine, 
becaose the mind Is the active and generating principle, and the body 
the pomiTe and recipient sub«tance, 

^* And twixt them both a quadrate was the b^>e/' 

Tb^ line being utterly nnintcllijTible to me, I can only copy Upton *s 
explanation ^>* ^' That ier^ between the mind and body, represiented em- 
blematicallj by the circle and tri angle j — the sacred TetractySj tka 
finmiain of perpftval, vMturp^ (as called in the Pythagorean verseSj) the 
mystehoua ^uadrtUt^ i£a$ the ba^c. Tbiii quadrate or lacred quaternion 
TOL. U. 6 
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xxin. 
Therein two gates were placed seemly well: 
The one before, by which all in did pas, 
Did th' other far m workmanship excell ; 
For not of wood, nor of enduring bras, 
But of more worthy substance firam'd it was : 
Doubly disparted, it did locke and close. 
That, when it locked, none might thorough pas, 
And, wh^i it opened, no man might it close ; 
Sdll opened, to their fiiendes, and closed to their foes. 

XXIV. 
Of hewen stone the porch was fayrely wrought, 
Stone more of valew, and more smooth and fine. 
Then ^ iett or marble far bom Ireland brought ; 
Over the which was cast a wandring vine, 

> 7%ai, than. 



comprehended all nomber, all the elements, all the powen, eneigiet, 
and virtuea in man.** 

" Proportiond equally by seven and nine ; 
Nine was the circle sett in heavens place : 
All which compacted made a goodly diapase." 

This refers to the influence supposed to be exerted upon the mind and 
body, both, by the heavenly bodies. Pythagoras supposed that there 
were nine heavenly spheres visible to us, the sphere of the fixed stars, 
(which is *< the circle sett in heavens place,**) the seven spheres of the 
seven planets, including the sun and moon, and the sphere of the earth; 
all which " compacted made a goodly diapase," that is, produced the 
music of the spheres. The whole stanza is derived from the well- 
known Pythagorean doctrines concerning numbers and figures. 

XXIV. l.— Tke porch.] It will be readily perceived that "the 
porch" represents the mouth; "the wandring vine," the lips; "the 
portcullis,'* the nose; "the Porter,** the tongue ; the " twise sixteene 
Warders,** the teeth, &c. 

XXIV. 3. — From Ireland brought.] It is stated by Todd that the» 
was a marble quarry near the poet*8 residence, in Ireland. 
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Eochsc^d ^ with a wanton y vie twine : 
And over it a fay re portcullis hong, 
Which to the gate directly did incline 
With comely compasse and compacture strong. 

Nether unseemly short, nor yet exceeding long, 
XXV. 
Within the Barbican ^ a Porta' sate, 
Day and night duely keeping watch and ward ; 
Nor wight nor word mote passe out of the gale. 
But in good order, and widi dew regard ; 
Uttereis of secrets he from thence debard, 
Bableis of folly, and blazers of cjyme : 
His larum-beil might lowd and wyde be hard 
When cause requyrd, but never out of time ; 

Early and late it rong, at evening and at prime. 
XXVh 
And rownd about tlie porch on every syde 
Twise sixteen e Wardei^ salt, all armed bright 
la glistring Steele j and strongly fonjfyde : 
Tall yeomen seemed they and of great might, 
And were enraunged ready still for fight, 
Bj them as Alma passed with her guestes. 
They did obeysauncej as beseemed right, 
And then againe retoumed to their restea : 

The Porter eke to her did lout ^ with humble gestes,* 
XXVIL 
Thence die them brought into a stately hall. 
Wherein were many tables fayre dispredj 
And ready dight wiUi drapets ^ festi\^ll, 
Against the viaundes should be ministred* 

^ Batbitan^ out'WQik, parehi ^ Draped, linen clotha. 
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At th' upper end there sate, yclad in red 
Downe to the grcxind, a ccxnely personage, 
That in his hand a white rod menaged ; 
He Steward was, hight ^ Diet ; rype of age, 

And in demeanure sober, and in counsell sage. 
XXVIII. 
And through the hall there walked to and fro 
A ioUy yeoman, Marshall of the same. 
Whose name was Appetite ; he did bestow 
Both guestes and meate, whenever in they came, 
And knew them how to order without blame. 
As him the Steward badd. They both attone^ 
Did dewty to their Lady, as became ; 
Who, passing by, forth ledd her guestes anone 

Into the kitchin rowme, ne spard for nicenesse none. 
XXIX. 
It was a vaut ^ ybuilt for great dispence,^ 
With many raunges reard along the wall. 
And one great chimney, whose long tonnell thence 
The smoke forth threw : And in the midst of all 
There placed was a caudron wide and tall 
Upon a mightie fomace, burning whott,^ 
More whott ^ then * Aetn', or flaming Mongiball : 
I'or day and night it brent,'' ne ceased not, 

So long as any thing it in the caudron gott. 
XXX. 
But to delay ^ the heat, least by roischaimce 

> Hight, caUed. » WkoU, hot. 

« Attone, together. « Then, than. 

' Vaut, vaalt. i Brent, burnt. 

* Dispence, expense. • Ddatfy temper. 



XXIX. 5. — A caudron.] This caudron is the stomach. 

XXIX. 7. — MongibaU.'] Mongiball ia taiother naioe fot ML £Xa»u 
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It might breake out and set the whole on fyre, 

There added was by goodly cmlinaunce 

An huge great payre of bdlowes, which did sQrre ^ 

Continually, and cooling breath inspyre. 

About the caudion many Cookes accoyld' 

With hookes and ladles, as need did requyre ; 

The whyles the viaundes in the vessell boyld, 

They did about thdr businesse sweat, and aorelj toyld. 
XXXI. 
The maister Cocke was cald Concoction ; 
A carefiill man, and full of comely guyse : 
The kitchin Clerke, that hight ^ Digestion, 
Did order all th' achates ^ in seemely wise, 
And set them forth, as well he could devise. 
The rest had severall offices assynd ; 
Some to remove the scum as it did rise ; 
Others to beare the same away did mynd ; 

And others it to use according to his kynd. 
XXXII. 
But all the hquour, which was fowle and waste, 
Not good nor serviceable elles for ought. 
They in another great round vessel plaste, 
Till by a conduit pipe it thence were brought ; 
And all the rest, that noyous ^ was and nought. 
By secret wayes, that none might it espy. 
Was close convaid, and to the backgate brought. 
That cleped ® was Port Esquiline, whereby 

It was avoided quite, and throwne out privily. 

* StyrCf stir, moye. * Aehdtes, proTiikHii. 

* Aecoyld, stood round. ^ JfoyauSj offensive. 
' ^ght, was called. * CUped, named. 



XXX. 4. — Payre of belUnoes.'] These are the longs. 
XXXII. 8. — Port EsquiUne,'] The Campus Esqnilinns, in ancient 
6» 
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xxxin. 
Which goocDj order and great woikmans skill 
Wh^ias those Knightes beheld, with rare deli^ 
And gazbg wonder they their mindes did fill ; 
For never had they seene so straunge a sight. 
Thence backe agame faire Alma led them right, 
And soone into a goodly parlour brought, 
That was with royall arras richly dight,^ 
In which was nothing pourtrahed nor wrought ; 
Not wrought nor pourtrahed, but easie to be thought : 

XXXIV. 
And in the midst thereof upon the floure 
A lovely bevy of faire Ladies sate, 
Courted of many a iolly * paramoure. 
The which them did in modest wise amate,' 
And each one sought his Lady to aggrate*- 
And eke emongst them little Cupid playd 
His wanton sportes, being retoumed late 
From his fierce warres, and having fiom him layd 
His cruell bow, wherewith he thousands hath dismayd. 

XXXV. 
Diverse delights they fownd themselves to please ; 
Some song in sweet cons6rt * ; some laught for ioy ; 
Some plaid with strawes ; some ydly satt at ease ; 

Dight, ornamented. ' loUyf handsome. ' AmaUy accompany. 
* Aggratt, please. * Consdrtf concert 



Rome, was granted by the senate as a place of burial for the poor. It 
was outside of the Esquiline gate, through which the bodies were car- 
ried. Criminals were generally carried through that gate on their way 
to execution. 

XXXIII. 8. — In whkky &c.] <In which nothing was depicted or 
wrought which was not easy to be comprehended.' 

XXXIV. 2. — 0/ /aire Ladies.^ These faire Ladies represent the 
Tarious auctions ; the parlor of arras being the heart 
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But odier some could not abide to toy, 

All pleasaunce was to them griefe and annoy : 

This fround ; that fiiund ; the third for shame did blush ; 

Another seemed envious, or coy ; 

Another In her teeih did gnaw a rush ; 
But at these straungers presence every one did husfa^ 
XXXVL 

Soo»e as the gracious Ahnu came in place. 
They all attonce out of their scales arose. 
And to her homage made with humble grace : 
Whom when the Knights beheld, tJiey gan dispose 
Tliemselves lo court, and each a damzell chose : 
The Prince by chaunce did on a Lady light, 
That was right fsure and fr^h as morning rose, 
But soinwhat sad and solemne eke in sight,' 

As if some pensive tlioughi constraind her gentle spright, 
XXXVIL 
In a long purple pall, whose skirt with gold 
Was fretted^ ail about, she was arayd ; 
And in her hand a [joplar braunch ditf bold ; 
To whom the Prince in eouiteous maner sayd j 
** Gentle Madame^ why beeae ye thus dismay d, 
And your faire beaulie dot; with sadnes spill ^ ? 
Lives any iliat you bath tlius ill apayd * ? 
Or doen you love, or doen you lack your will ? 

Whatever bee the cause, it siu^ beseemes you iH/' 

• #Viil£ed, embroidered witJi fret- work. * Ap^t-^d^Xx^Akx^d, 



XXXVn»3, — A-p&plar braunsh^l Tlie poplar waa M£i«d to Her- 
enleii, which tu probably the ri^D^on why this ladj*, whn reprpiietila thfi 
IoY« of di«tinctfoii, ha;* r bnuich of H in her hamdi, thni hem being «o 
piefimtEiently diitingniflbcd for that quality. 
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xxxvm. 
'^ Fayre Sir/' said she, halfe m disdainefiil wise, 
" How is it that this word in me ye blame, 
And in yourselfe doe not the same advise ^ ? 
Him ill beseenies anothers fault to name, 
That may unwares be blotted with die same : 
Pensive I yeeld I am, and sad in mind, 
Through great desire of glory and of fame ; 
Ne ought I weene are ye therein behynd, [Her find." 

That have twelve months sought One, yet no where can 
XXXIX. 
The Prince was inly moved at her speach, 
Well weeting * trew what she had rashly ^ told ; 
Yet with &ire semblaunt ^ sought to hyde the breach, 
Which chaunge of colour did perftwce unfold. 
Now seeming flaming whott,* now stony cold : 
Tho,' turning soft aside, he did inquyre 
What wight she was that poplar braunch did hdd : 
It answered was, her name was Prays-desire, 

That by well doing sought to honour to aspyre. 

XL. 
The whiles the Faery Knight did entertaine 
Another DamseU of that gentle crew. 
That was right fayre and modest of demayne,^ 
But that too oft she chaung'd her native hew : 
Straunge was her tyre,** and all her garment blew, 
Close rownd about her tuckt with many a plight • : 

* Adviaty perceive. • Tfco, then. 

' Weeting f knowing^. ' Demayney demeanor. 

' RusJdyy at a venture. ^ Tyre, dren. 

« SemblauiUy appearance. * PUght, fold. 

» Wkott, hoi. 



XXXVIII. 9.— J%at have twdve months, &c.] See ante, atann VII. 
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Upon her fist the bird, which shonneth yew 
And keepes in coverts close from livbg wight, 

Did sitt, as yet ashamd how rude Pan did her dight.^ 
XLI. 
So long as Guyon with her communed,^ 
Unto the grownd she cast her modest eye, 
And ever and anone with rosy red 
The bashfull blood her snowy cheekes did dye, 
That her became, as polisht yrory 
Which cunning craftesman hand hath overlayd 
With fayre vermilion or pure lastery,' 
Great waader had the Knight to see the Mayd 

So straungely passioned,^ and to her gently said ; 
XUI. 
" Fayre Damzell, seemeth by your troubled cheare. 
That either me too bold ye weene, this wise 
You to molest, or other ill to feare 
That in the secret of your hart close lyes. 
From whence it doth, as cloud from sea, aryse : 
If it be I, of pardon I you pray ; 
But, if ought else that I mote not devyse, 
I will, if please you it discure,*^ assay 

To ease you of that ill, so wisely as I may." 
XLUI. 
She answerd nought, but more abasht for shame 
Held downe her head, the whiles her lovely fiice 

* Dightf treat. * Passioned, confViBed. 

' Cammunsd, oonTersed. * Discure, leveaH. 

' Lattery f red color. 



XL. 7. — 7%« bird, dec.] The nymph Echo bore to Pan a danghter 
named Jjnz, who was changed by Juno into a bird of the same name, 
which, in the lexicons and dictionaries is called <* the Wryneck." Up- 
ton conjectures that Spenser, by his description, means the cuckow. 
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The flashing blood with blushing did inflame, 
And the strong passion ^ mard her modest grace, 
That Guyon mervayld at her uncouth cace ^ ; 
Till Alma him bespake ; " Why wonder yee, 
Faire Sir, at that which ye so much unbrace ? 
She is the fountaine of your modestee ; 

You shamefast are, but Sharaefastnes itselfe is shee.'' 
XLIV. 
Thereat the Hfe did blush in privitee. 
And tumd his face away ; but she the same 
Dissembled ^ laire, and faynd to oversee.^ 
Thus they awhile with court and goodly game 
Themselves did solace each one with his Dame, 
Till that great Lady thence away them sought 
To vew her Castles other wondrous frame : 
Up to a stately turret she them brought, 

Ascending by ten steps of alabaster wrought. 
XLV. 
That turrets frame most admirable was. 
Like highest heaven compassed around. 
And lifted high above this earthly masse. 
Which it survewd, as hils doen lower ground : 
But not on ground mote like to this be found ; 
Not that, which antique Cadmus whylome ^ built 
In Thebes, which Alexander did confound ; 
Nor that proud towre of Troy, though richly guilt,* [spilt. 

From which young Hectors blood by cruell (Jreekes was 

• Passion, emotion. * Oversee, overlook. 

• Uncouth cace, singular appearance. • Whylome, formerly. 

• Dissembled, pretended not to obserre. • GuiU, gilded. 

XLIII. 7. — Which ye so much embrace.} * Why wonder ye at that of 
which you yourself have so large a share ? ' 

XLV. 9. — From which young Hectors blood, &c.] Astyanax, the 
son of Hector, was thrown from the walls of Troy by the Greeks. 
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XL VI. 

The Toofe hereof was arched over head, 
And deckt with flowers and herbais ^ damtily ; 
Two goodly beacons, set in watches stead, 
Therein gave light, and flamd continually : 
For they of living fire most subdlly 
Were made, and set in silver sockets bright, 
Cover'd with lids deviz'd of substance sly,^ 
That readily they shut and open might. 

O, who can tell the prayses of that Makers might ! 
XL VII. 
Ne can I tell, ne can I stay to tell. 
This parts great woikemanship and wondrous powre, 
That all this other worldes worke doth excell. 
And likest is unto that heavenly towre 
That God hath built for his owne blessed bowre. 
Therein were divers lowmes, and divers stages ; 
But three the chiefest and of greatest powre. 
In which there dwelt three honorable Sages, 

The wisest men, I weene, that lived in their ages. 
XLVin. ^ 

Not he, whom Greece, the nourse of all good arts, 
By Phcebus doome the wisest thought alive. 
Might be compared to these by many parts : 
Nor that sage Pylian syre, which did survive 
Three ages, such as mortall men contrive,^ 

> Herbars, plants. ' Sly, finely wrought. ' Contrivej spend. 



XL VI. 1.-7^ roofe^ &c.] The " arched roofe " is the skull ; the 
« flowers and herbars," the hair; the ** two goodly beacons/' the eyes. 

XLVI. 3. — In watches stead.'] In the place of watches. 

XL VIII. 1. — Jfot he, dec.] Socrates, whom the oracle at Delphi 
pronounced the wisest of men. 

XL VIII. 4. — AVw that sage PyUan syre.] Nestor. 
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By whose advise old Priams cittie fell, 

With these in praise of pollicies mote strive. 

These throe in these three lowmes did sondiy dwell| 
And counselled iaire Alma how to goveme welL 
XLIX. 

The First of them could things to come foresee ; 

The Next could of thinges present beet advize ; 

The Third things past could keep in memoree : 

So that no time nor reason could arize, 

But that the same could one of these comprize. 

Forthy ^ the First did in the forepart sit, 

That nought mote hinder his quicke preiudize ^ ; 

He had a sharpe foresight and working wit 
That never idle was, ne once would rest a whit. 

L. 

His chamber was dispamted all within 

With sondry colours, in the which were writ 

Infinite shapes of thinges dispersed thm ; 

Some such as in the worid were never yit, 

Ne can devized be of mortall wit ; 

Some daily seene and knowen by their names, 

Such as in idle fantasies do flit ; 

Infemall hags, centaurs, feendes, hippodames,^ 
Apes, lyons, aegles, owles, fooles, lovers, children, dames. 

LI. 

And all the chamber filled was with flyes 

' Fdrtky, therefore. ' ProMdize^ foresight. 

' HippodameSf sea-hones. 



XLIX. 1. — T%e First of them.'] The first of these personages is 
Imagination, the second, Judgment, and the third, Memory. 

L. 9. — i^et, dko.] The singular group of objects which is here 
presented reminds one of the celebrated line — 

" Lutes, lobsters, seas of milk, and ships of amber." 



Digitized by 



Google 



C IX. THK FAEBIE qUEXNE* 78 

Which buzzed all about, and made such sound 
That they encombred all mens eares and eyes; 
like many swamies of bees assembled round, 
After their hives with honny do abound. 
All those were idle Thoughtes and Fantasies, 
Devices, Dreames, Opinions imsound, 
Shewes, Visions, Sooth-sayes, and Prophesies ; 

And all that fained is, as Leasmgs,^ Tales, and lies. 

LII. 
Emongst them all sate he which wonned^ there, 
That hight ^ Phantastes by his nature drew ; 
A man of yeares yet fresh, as mote appere. 
Of swardi complexion, and of crabbed hew, 
That him iiill of melancholy did shew ; 
Bent hollow beetle browes, sharpe staring eyes. 
That mad or fix>lish seemd : one by his vew 
Mote de^ne him home with ill-disposed skyes. 

When oblique'* Satume sate in th' house of agonyes. 

Lni. 
Whom Alma havmg shewed to her Guests, 
Thrice brought them to the second rowme, whose wals 
Were painted faire with memorable gestes ^ 
Of femous wisards ; and with picturak 
Of magistrates, of courts, of tribunals, 
Of ccxnmen wealthes, of states, of pollicy, 

> Leasings, untruths. * Oblique^ mipropitioDS. 
* Wowudy dwelt • QtsUs, deeds. 

> Hight, ifl called. 



LII. 9. — What oblique Satume, dtc.] Among astrologers, the infln- 
ence of Satnra was always deemed malignant. Sir Thomas Browne, 
in his Religio Medici, says, " I was bom in the planetary hour of Sat- 
urn, and I think I have a piece of that leaden planet in me." 
VOL. II. 7 
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Of lawes, of hidgementes, and of dteretab, 
All artes, all science, all philosophy, 

And all that m the world was ay thought wittily.^ 

Liv. 
Of those that lowme was iiill ; and them among 
There sate a Man of ripe and perfect age, 
Who did them meditate all his life l(Hig, 
That through continuall practise and usage 
He now was growne right wise and wondrous sage : 
Great plesure had those straunger Knightes to see 
His goodly reason and grave personage. 
That his disciples both desyrd to bee : 

But Alma thence them led to th' hindmost rowme of three. 

LV. 
That chamber seemed ruinous and old. 
And therefore was removed far behind, 
Yet were the wak, that did the same uphold. 
Right firme and strong, though somewhat they declind ; 
And therein sat an Old old Man, halfe blind, 
And all decrepit in his feeble corse,^ 
Yet lively vigour rested in his mind, 
And recompenst them with a better scorse ' : 

Weake body well is chang'd for minds redoubled torse, 

LVI. 
This man of infinite remembraunce was, 
And thmgs forgone'* through many ages held, 

' Wittily f wisely. ' Scorse^ exchange. 

• Corse^ body. * Fargoney gone by. 



LIV. 2. —-4 Man.'\ This is the Judgment. 

LV. 4. — Declindf] i. e. from a perpendicular position. 

LV. 5,—JhiOld old Man.} This is the Memory. 
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Which he recorded still as they did pas, 

Ne suffied them to parish through long eld/ 

As all thmgs els the which this world doth weld^ ; 

But laid them up in his immortall serine,^ 

Where they for ever incomipted dweld : 

The warres he well remembred of king Nine, 

Of old Assaracus, and Inachus cUvine. 
LVII. 
The yeares of Nestor nothing were to his, 
Ne yet Mathusalem, though longest liv'd ; 
For he remembred both their infancis : 
Ne wonder then if that he were depriv'd 
Of native strength now that he them survived. 
His chamber all was hangd about with rolls 
And old records fix)m auncient times derivd, 
Some made m books, scxne m long parchment scrolls, 

That were all worm-eaten and fiill of canker holes. 
LVIII. 
Amidst them all he in a chaire was sett. 
Tossing and turning them withouten end ; 
But for'* he was unhable them to fett,* 
A litle Boy did on him still attend 
To reach, whenever he for ought did send : 
And oft when thinges were lost, or laid amis. 
That Boy them sought and unto him did lend : 
Therefore he Anamnestes cleped ® is ; 

And that Old Man Ekmmestes, by their propertis. 

> Eldf age. * But for y but becaose. 

« Weldy wield, or u«e. » FeU, fetch. 

' Serine, desk. ' CUptd, called. 



LVni. 4. — j9 lide Boy, &c.] The Boy rostains to the Old Man the 
relation of Recollection to Memory. — Eumnestea means a person ol 
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UX. 

The Enightes there entring did him revereooe dew, 
And woodred at his endlesse exercise. 
Then as they gan his libraiy to vew. 
And antique regest^rs for to avise,^ 
There chaunced to the Princes hand to rize 
An auncient booke, hight ^ Briton Mommentiy 
That of this lands first conquest did devize, 
And old division into regiments ^ 

Till it reduced was to aae mans govemements. 
LX. 
Sir Gruyon chaunst eke on another booke, 
That hight* Antiqtdtee of Faery Lond: 
In which whenas he greedily did lodce, 
Th' o&pring of Elves and Faryes there he fond, 
As it delivered was fiom hond to hond : 
Whereat they, bummg both with fervent fire 
Their Countreys Auncestry to understond, 
Crav'd leave of Alma and that aged Sire 

To read those bookes ; who gladly graimted their desire. 

^ Afristf examine. * Bightj called. * RegimemiM, gorenmienti. 



good memory ; JhumnestsSf one who puts in mind of something whieh 
has been forgotten. 
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CANTO X. 



A Chronicle of Briton Kings,* 
From Bnite to Uthers rayne ; 

And Rolls of Elfin Emperours, 
Till time of Gloriane. 



I. 
Who now shall give unto me wc^ds and sound ' 
Equall unto this haughty ^ enterprise ? 
Or who shall lend me wings, with which fixxn ground 
My lowly vetse may loftily arise, 
And lift itselfe unto the highest sbyes ? 
More ample spirit than hetherto was wount^ 
Here needes me, whiles the &mous Auncestiyes 
Of my most dreaded Sovwaigne I recount. 
By which all earthly Princes she doth far surmount* 

II. 
Ne under sunne that shines so wide and faire, 
Whence all that lives does borrow life and light, 
lives ought that to her linage may compaire ; 

* Haughty, high, bold. • Wount, wont. 



* Ji CkrofueU of Briton Kings.] As this Chronicle is purely fabu- 
lous, it has not been deemed worth while to explain it by annotations, 
except to point oat what portions conform to sober history. It is taken 
from Geoffirey of Monmouth, and an abstract of it may be found in the 
first book of Milton's History of England. A Summary of Geofiiey 
of Monmouth is also contained in the first Tolume of Ellis's Specimens 
oi Ancient English Metrical Romances. Hughes calls this canto ^ a 
yery amusing digression" — an opinion in which, probably, few wiO 
coincide. 

7» 
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Which though from earth it be derived right. 
Yet doth itselfe stretch forth to hevens hight, 
And all the world with wonder overspred ; 
A labor huge, exceeding far my might ! 
How shall fraile pen, with fear disparaged. 

Conceive such soveraine glory and great bountyhed ! 
m. 
Argument worthy of Maeonian quill ; 
Or rather worthy of great Phoebus rote,^ 
Whereon the mines of great Ossa hill, 
And triumphes of Phlegraean love, he wrote. 
That all the gods admird his lofty note. 
But, if some relish of that hevenly lay 
His learned daughters would to me report 
To decke my song withall, I would assay 

Thy name, O soveraine Queene, to blazon far away* 
IV. 
Thy name, O soveraine Queene, thy realme, and race, 
From this renowmed Prince derived aire, 
Who mightily upheld that royall mace* 
Which now thou bear'st, to thee descended fiure 
From mighty kings and conquerours in warre, 
Thy fathers and great-grandfathers of old, 
Whose noble deeds above the northern starre 
Immortall Fame for ever hath enrold ; 

As in that Old Mans booke they were in order told. 
V. 
The Land which warlike Britons now possesse, 

* RifUf musical inBtmment. ' Macey sceptre. 

III. 1. — Argument, &c.] * An argument worthy of Homer's pen, or 
the harp of Apollo, upon which he sung the triumphs of Jupiter over 
the giants on the FhlegrrflBon plains.' 

V. 1.— 7%e Lomi, &^.] << The fabulous colonies of Egyptians and 
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And therem have their mighty empire raysd, 
In antique times was salvage wildemesse. 
Unpeopled, unmannurd, unprovd, unpraysd; 
Ne was it island then, ne was it paysd ^ 
Amid the ocean waves, ne was it sought 
Of merchants farre for profits therem praysd ; 
But was all desolate, and of some thought 

By sea to have bene fiom the Celticke mayn-land brought. 
VI. 
Ne did it then deserve a name to have, 
Till that the venturous mariner that way 
Learning his ship fix)m those white rocks to save, 
Which all along the southeme sea-coast lay 
Threatning unheedy wrecke and rash decay. 
For safety that same his sea-maike made. 
And nam'd it Albion : But later day. 
Finding in it fit ports for fishers trade, 

6an more the same fi^quent, and fiirther to invade. 
VII. 
But far m land a salvage nation dwelt 
Of hideous giaunts, and halfe-beastly men, 
That never tasted grace, nor goodnes felt ; 
But wild like beastes lurking in loathsome den. 
And fl)ang fast as roebucke through the fen. 
All naked without shame or care of cold. 
By hundng and by spoiling liveden * ; 

> Paysd, poised. • livedm, lived. 



Trojans, of ScandinayiaiiB and Spaniards, which flattered the pride and 
amused the credulity of our rude ancestors, have insensibly vanished in 
the light of science and philosophy. The present age is satisfied with 
the simple and rational opinion that the islands of Great Britain and 
Ireland were gradually peopled firom the adjacent continent of Gaul." 

GiBBoir, ch. xzv. 
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Of Stature huge, and eke of corage boldy 
That aosmes of men amazd their stemesse to behokL 
vm. 
But whence they sprong, or how they were begott, 
Uneatb ^ is to assure ^ ; uneath to weaie 
That monstrous error which doth some assott,^ 
That Dioclesians fifty daughters shene^ 
Into this Land by chaunce have driven bene ; 
Where, companing with feends and filthy sprights 
Through vaine illusion of their lust imclene, 
They brought forth geaunts,^ and such dreadful wights 
As &r exceeded men in their immeasurd mi^ts* 
IX. 
They held this Land, and with their filthinesse 
Polluted this same g^itle soyle loag time ; 
That their owne mother loathd their beastlinesse, 
And gan abhorre her broods unkindly ® crime. 
All were they borne of her owne native slime : 
Until that Brutus, anciently deriv'd 
From roiall stocke of old Assaracs line, 
Driven by fatall error here arriv'd, 
And them of their unjust possession deprived. 
X. 
But ere he had established his throne, 
And spred his empire to the utmost shore, 
He fought great batteils with his salvage fooe^: 
In which he them defeated evermore, 

> Uneatk, scarcely. ^ OeaunU, giants. 

' w^«Mtr«, to assure confidently. * l/iiilem^, onnatonl. 

• Assotty beguile. ^ Fone^ foes. 
« Shme^ bright. 



VIII. 2. — Uneath to wene."] » It is not easy to belieTO.' 

IX. 8. — FataU trrar.'] Wandering ordained by the fates. 
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And many giaunts left on grcming flcNPe : 
That well can witnes yet unto this day 
The westerae Hogh, besprincled with the gore 
Of mighty Goemot, whome in stout fray 

Ccnineus oHiquered, and cruelly did slay. 
XI. 
And eke that ample pitt, yet far renownd 
For the large leape which Debon did compell 
Coulin to make, being eight lugs ^ of grownd, 
Into the which retouming backe he fell : 
But those three monstrous stones doe most excell, 
Which that huge sonne of hideous Albion, 
Whose father Hercules in Fraunce did quell, 
Great (jodmer threw, in fierce contention. 

At bold Canutus ; but of him was slaine anon, 
xn. 
In meed of these great conquests by them gott, 
Corineus had that provmce utmost west 
To him assigned for his worthy lott, 
Which of his name and memorable gest * 
He called Comwaile, yet so called best : 
And Debons shayre was, that is Devonshyre : 
But Canute had his portion from the rest, 
The which he cald Canutium, for his hyre ; 

Now Candum, which Kent we comenly inquyre.' 
XIII. 
Thus Brute this Realme unto his rule subdewd. 
And raigned long in great felicity, 
Lov'd of his freends, and of his foes eschewd : 
He left three sonnes, his famous progeny, 
Borne of fayre Inogene of Italy ; 

> Lugs, rods. * Oest, deed. > fnquyre, oaJL 
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Mongst whom he parted his imperiall state. 
And Locrme left chiefe lord of Britany. 
At last ripe age bad him surrender late 

Hb life, and long good fortune, unto finall fiite. 
XIV. 
Locrine was left the soveraine lord of all ; 
But Albanact had all the northeme part, 
Which of himselfe Albania he did call ; 
And Camber did possesse the westeme quart,^ 
Which Seveme now finom Logris doth depart^: 
And each his portion peaceably enioyd, 
Ne was there outward breach, nor grudge in hart, 
That once their quiet government annoyd ; 

But each his paynes to others pro6t still employd. 
XV. 
Undll a Nation straung, with visage swart 
And corage fierce that all men did affiay, 
Which through the worid then swarmd in every part, 
And overflowd all countries far away, 
like Noyes ^ great flood, with their imp6rtune'* sway, 
This Land invaded with like violence. 
And did themselves through all the north display ; 
Untill that Locrine for hb Realmes defence. 

Did head against them make and strong munificence.^ 
XVI. 
He them encountred, a confused rout, 
Foreby • the river that whylome'^ was hight ® 

* (i^art, quarter. * Mimi/iceneey defence. 
■ Depart, separate. • Foreby, near to. 

* J>tayeSf Noah's. ^ Whyldme, formerly. 

* hnpdrtune, cruel. ' fJight, called. 



XIV. Z.—Jilbama.} Scotland. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ex. THE FA£RIE Q.UEENE. 83 

The ancient Abus, where with courage stout 

He them defeated in victorious fight, 

And chaste so fiercely after fearefuU flight, 

That foist their chiefetain, for his safeties sake, 

(Their chiefetain Humber named was aright,) 

Unto the mighty streame him to betake, 
Where he an end of batteill and of life did make. 
XVII. 

The King retoumed proud of victory, 

And insolent wox through unwonted ease, 

That shortly he forgot the ieopardy, 

Which in his Land he lately did appease, 

And fell to vaine voluptuous disease : 

He lov'd faire Ladie Estrild, leudly lov'd. 

Whose wanton pleasures him too much did please. 

That quite his hart fixnn Guendolene remov'd. 
From Guendolene his wife, though alwaies faithful proved* 
XVIII. 

The noble daughter of Corineus 

Would not endure to oee so vile disdaind, 

But, gathering force and corage valorous, 

Encountred him in batteill well ordaind. 

In which him vanquisht she to fly constraind : 

But she so fast pursewd, that him she tooke 

And threw in bands, where he till death remaJnd : 

Als ^ his faire leman ttymg through a brooke 
She overhent,^ nought moved with her piteous looke ; 

XIX. 

But both herselfe, and eke her daughter deare 

Begotten by her kingly paramoure. 

The faire Sabrina, almost dead with feare, 

* JllSf also. • Oterhentj oTertook. 



XIX.3.— 7%«/a«re SdMna,'] Thii is the <«Sabriiia fair" of Blil- 
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She there attached,* far finom all succoure : 
The oae she slew upon the present floure ; 
But the sad virgin innocent of all 
Adowne the rolling river she did poure, 
Which of her name now Seveme men do call : 

Such was the end that to disloyall love did fall. 
XX. 
Then for her sonne, which she to Locrin bcMPe, 
(Madan was young, unmeet the rule to sway,) 
In her owne hand the crowne she kept in stcffe, 
Till ryper years he raught* and stronger stay : 
During which time her powre she did display 
Through all this Realme, the glory of her sex. 
And first taught men a woman to obay : 
But, when her sonne to mans estate did wex,3 

She it surrendred, ne her selfe would l^ger vex. 
XXI. 
Tho * Madan raignd, unworthie of his race ; 
For with all shame that sacred throne he fild.* 
Next M emprise, as unworthy of that place, 
In which being consorted with Manild, 
For thirst of single kingdon^ him he kild. 
But Ebranck salved ^ both their infamies 
With noble deedes, and warreyd on Brunchild 
In Henault, where yet of his victories 

Brave moniments remaine, which yet that land envies. 

* AWuhedj seized. * 7%o, then. 

' Eaught, reached. ^ FUd^ defiled. 

' Wex, grow. • Salved, healed. 



ton's Comus, in which her sad &te is commemorated in a passa^ of 
great beauty. 

XIX. 5. — Tfc« present floure.^ The very spot 

XXI. 7. — Brunchild.] This is a hero of the romantic ages of Ger- 
manj. Henault, or HainauU, is one of the proTinces of Belginm. 
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XXII. 

An happj man m his fifst dayes he was, 
And happy father of faire progeny : 
For all so many weekes, as the yeare has, 
So many childr^i he did multiply ; 
Of which were twentie sonnes, which did apply 
Th&i mindes to prayse and chevalrous desyre : 
Those germans ^ did subdew all Germany, 
Of whom it hi^t ^ ; but in the end their syre 

With foule repulse irom Fraunce was forced to retyre. 
XXIII. 
Which Uott his sonne succeeding in his seat, 
The second Brute, the second both in name 
And eke in semblaunce of his puissaunce great, 
Right well recur'd,^ and did away that blame 
With recompence of everlasting fame : 
He with his victour sword first opened 
The bowels of wide Fraunce, a forlome Dame, 
And taught her fiist how to be conquered ; [ed. 

Smce which, with sondrie spoiles she hath been ransack- 
XXIV. 
Let Scaldis tell, and let tell Hania, 
And let the marsh of E^thambruges tell. 
What colour were their waters that same day. 
And all the moore twixt Elversham and Dell, 
With blood of Henalob which therein fell. 
How oft that day did sad Brunchildis see 
The grecTie shield dyde m dolorous vermeil ? 

1 Germans^ brothers. ' Bight, was called- ^ Reeur% reooTered. 



XXII. 8. — Cfvfkom it Mght.] Thii is an amnsiDg derivation of the 
word Germany^ a name ^Ten by the Romans. 
XXIV. 1. ~ Sealdit.^ This is the river Scheld. 
VOL. n. 8 
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That not scuUh gtdridh it mote seeme to bee, 
But rather y $cuUh gogh, signe of sad crudtee. 
XXV. 
Hb Sonne king Leill, by fathers labour long, 
Enioyd an heritage of lasting peace, 
And built Cairleill, and built Cairleon strong. 
Next Huddibras his realme did not encrease, 
But taught the Land from wearie wars to cease. 
Whose footsteps Bladud following, in artes 
Exceld at Athens all the learned preace/ 
From whence he brought them to these salvage parts, 
And with sweet science mollifide their stubbome harts. 
XXVI. 
Ensample of his wondrous faculty, 
Behold the boyling bathes at Cairbad(», 
Which seeth with secret fire eternally. 
And in their entrailles, full of quick brimst6n, 
Nourish the flames which they are warmd upon, 
That to their people wealth they forth do well,* 
And health to every forreyne nation : 
Yet he at last, contending to excell 
The reach of men, through flight into fond mischief fell. 
XXVll. 
Next him king Lejnr in happie peace long raynd, 

> Pr$aeef throng. * FFeU, poor. 



XXrV. S.—Scuith gmridk.] These are Welsh words, meaning « the 
green shield.*' Y seuith gogh means " Uie red shield." 

XXV. 3. — QUrUai.] The town of Carlisle. 

XXVI. 2. — Cairbadtm.] The town of Bath. 

XXVI. 9. — Fond mischief.'] Foolish death or ruin. The story is 
that, in attempting to fly, he fell and was dashed in pieces. 

XXVII. 1 . — King Leyr,] At the time this stanza was wntten, Spenser 
little dreamed of the immortality which this name was destined to enjoy. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C. X. THE FAERnC <tT7EENE. 87 

But had no issue malA hira to succeed, 

But three faire daughters, which were well uptraiod 

In all that seemed fitt for kingly seed ; 

Mongst whom his Realme he equally decreed 

To have divided : Tho,^ when feeble age 

Nigh to his utmost date he saw proceed, 

He cald his daughters, and with speeches sage 

Inquyrd, which of them most did love her parentage.^ 
XXVIII. 
The eldest Gonorill gan to protest. 
That she much more than her owne life him lovM ; 
And Regan greater love to him profest 
Then 3 all the worid, whenever it were proov'd ; 
But Cordeill said she lov'd him as behoov'd : 
Whose simple answere, wanting colours feyre 
To paint it forth, him to displeasaunce moov'd. 
That in his crown he counted her no ha3rre. 

But twixt the oth^ twain his Kingdom whole did shayre. 
XXIX. 
So wedded th' one to Maglan kmg of Scottes, 
And th' other to the king of Cambria, 
And twixt them shayrd his Realme by equall lottes ; 
But, without dowre, the wise Cordelia 
Was sent to Aganip of Celtica : 
Their aged sjrre, thus eased of his crowne, 
A private life ledd in Albania 
With Gronorill, long had in great renowne. 

That nought him griev'd to beene fix>m rule deposed downe. 

1 Tfufy then. ' Parentage, parent. ' Then, than. 



<* King Lear '* was published abont sixteen years after the Faerie Qneene. 
The magic of Shakspeare's genius has made these the only interesting 
stanzas in the whole canto. 
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XXX. 

But trae it is diat, when the ojde is spenti 

The light goes out, and weeke ^ is throwne away ; 

So, when he had resignd his regiment,' 

His daughter gan despise his drouping day, 

And wearie wax of his continual! stay: 

Tho ^ to his daughter Regan he repayrd, 

Who him at first well used every way ; 

But, when of his departure she despayrd. 
Her bounde she abated, and his cheare empayrd. 
XXXI. 

The wretched man gan then avise^ too late, 

That love is not where most it is profest ; 

Too truely tryde in his extremest state ! 

At last, resolv'd likewise to prove the rest. 

He to Cordelia himselfe addrest, 

Who widi entjrre afiection him receav'd. 

As for h^ syre and king her seemed best ; 

And after all an army strong she leav'd,^ 
To war on those which him had of his Realme bereav'd 
xxxn. 

So to hb ciDwne she him restord againe ; 

In which he dyde, made ripe for death by eld,® 

And after wild it should to her remaine : 

Who peaceably the same long time did weld,'' 

And all mens harts in dew obedience held ; 

Till that her sisters children, woxen strong, 

1 Week^ wick. • Leao'd, leyied. 

* RegimaU, goTemment. * Eldf age. 

* Tho, then. ' Wdd, wield. 
< Amstf leflect 



XXX. 4. — His draining day.l His declining jean. 
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Through proud ambitbo against her lebeld, 
And ovefcommen kept m prison long, 

TUl weary c( that wretched life herseUe she hong, 
xxxm. 
Then gan the bloody brethren both to mine: 
But fierce Cundah gan shortly to enF^ 
His brother McMrgan, prickt with proud disdaine 
To have a pere in part of soveramty ; 
And, kindling coles of cniell enmity, 
Raisd wane, and him in batteil overthrew : 
Whence as he to those woody hilles did fly, 
Which hight ^ of him Glamorgan, there him slew : 

Then did he raigne alone, when he none equal knew. 
XXXIV. 
His Sonne Rivall' his dead rowme did supply ; 
In whose sad time blood did from heaven rayne. 
Next great Gurgustus, then &ire Cscily, 
In ccmstant peace their kingdomes did contayne. 
After whom Lago and Kinmarke did rayne, 
And Gorbogud, till far in years he grew: 
Then his ambidous sonnes unto them twayne 
Anrau^t^ the rule, and fixxn their father drew ; 

Stout Ferrex and steme Poirex him in prison threw. 
XXXV. 
But O ! the greedy thirst of royaU crowne. 
That knowes no kinred, nor regardes no right, 
Stird Ponex up to put his brother downe ; 

' Eight, are called. * Jkrofugkty leiied. 



XXXrV. 9. — SUnU Ferrez and steme Poirex.] Ferrez and Porrex 
have afforded the subject of the eariiest tragedy in the English lan- 
guage, written by Lord Bockhnrst and Thos. Norton, called ** Gor- 
boduc," or sometimes '* Ferrex and Porzex." 

8* 
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Wbo, unto him assembling finragne might, 
Bfade wane on him, and fell himselfe m fight: 
Whose death t* avenge, his mother mercilesse, 
Most meicilesse of women, Wyden hight,^ 
Her other sonne fast sleepmg did oppresse. 

And with most cniell hand him murdred pittilesse. 
XXXVI. 
Here ended Brutus sacred progeny. 
Which had seven hundred years this scepter home 
With high renowme and great felicity : 
The noble braimch fixxn th' antique stocke was tome 
Through discord, and the roiall throne forlome.^ 
Thenceforth this Realme was mto factions rent, 
Whilest each of Brutus boasted to be borne, 
That m the end was left no moniment 

Of Brutus, nor of Britons glorie auncient. 
XXXVIl. 
Then up arose a man of matchlesse might. 
And wondrous wit to menage high affiiyres, 
Who, stird with pitty of the stressed ^ plight 
Of this sad Realme, cut into sondry shayres 
By such as claymd themselves Brutes rightfull hayres, 
Gathered the princes of the people loose 
To taken counsell of their common cares ; 
Who, with his wisedom won, him streight did choose 

Their King, and swore him fealty to wm or loose. 
XXXVIII. 
Then made he head against his enemies, 
And Tmner slew of Logris miscreate ; 
Then Ruddoc and proud Stater, both allyes, 

> Higktf named. * Forlome^ left Ticaiit. * Stregsed, di8tre«ed» 



XXXVn. 6. — Loose,] Who were dispersed or scttlered. 
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Thb of Albkiy newly nominate, 

And that of Camhy Kmg confinned late, 

He overthrew through his owne valiaunce ; 

Whose countries he redus'd to quiet state, 

And shortly brought to civile govemaunce, 
Now (Hie, which earst ^ were many made throu^ variaunce. 
XXXIX. 

Then made he sacred lawes, which some men say 

Were unto him reveald in vision ; 

By which he freed the traveilers high-way. 

The churches part, and ploughmans portion, 

Restraming stealth and strong ext(»tion ; 

The gratious Numa of great Britany : 

For, till his dayes, the chiefe d(»ninion 

By strength was wielded without pollicy : 
Therefixre he first wore crowne of gold for dignity. 

XL. 

Donwallo dyde (for what may live for ay ?) 

And left two sonnes, of pearelesse prowesse both. 

That sacked Rome too dearely did assay. 

The recorapence of their periured oth ; 

And ransackt Greece wel tryde, when they were wroth ; 

Besides subiected France and Germany, 

Which yet their praises speake, all * be they loth. 

And inly tremble at the m^nory 
Of Brennus and Belinus, kinges of Britany. 

XLI. 

Next them did Gurgunt, great Belinus sonne, 

^ Earst, formerly. * M, ahhaagh. 



XL. 5. — Ransackt Greece^ Ac.} * Greece^ ransacked and well tried, or 
tested by them in their anger, too deardy did assay, or learn by experi- 
ence, that they were of peerless prowess.' 
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In nile succeeded aod eke in fiitheis praise ; 
He ]Easteriand subdewd, and Denmaike wonne, 
And of them both did fby ^ and tribute raise. 
The which was dew in bis dead &tbars daies: 
He also gave to fugitives of Spayne, 
Whom be at sea found wandring fixMn their waies, 
A seate m Ireland safely to remayne, 

Which they should hold of him as subiect to Britiiyne* 

XLU. 
After him raigned Guitheline his hayre, 
The iustest man and trewest in his daies. 
Who had to wife Dame Mertia the fiiyre, 
A woman worthy of immcnrtall praise, 
Which for this Realme found ^ many goodly layes,^ 
And wholesome statutes to her husband brought : 
Her many deemd to have beene of the Fayes, 
As was Aegeri^ that Numa tought : 

Those yet of her be Mertian lawes both nam'd and thought. 

XLIII. 
Her Sonne Sifillus after her did rayne ; 
And then Kimarus ; and then Danius : 
Next whom Morindus did the crowne sustayne ; 
Who, had he not with wrath outrageous 
And cruell rancour dim'd his valorous 
And mightie deedes, should matched have the best : 
As well in that same field victorious 
Against the fbrreine Morands he exprest ; 

Tet lives his memorie, though caicas sleepe in rest 
XLIV. 
Five s(Hmes he left begotten of one wife, 
All which succes^vely by tumes did rajme : 

1 JPoy, (foiy Fr.) allegiance. * Faumd^ eatabliahed. * I'^fW, lawB. 
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First GrcHboman, a man of v^tuous life ; 

Next Archigald, who for his proud disdayne 

Deposed was from princedome soverayne. 

And pitteous Elidure put in his sted ; 

Who shortly it to him restord agayne, 

Tm by his death be it recovered ; 
But Peridure and Vigent him disthranized : 
XLV. 

In wretched prison long he did remaine. 

Till they out<-nugned had their utmost date, 

And then ther^ reseized^ was againe^ 

And ruled long with honorable state, 

Till he surrendred realme and life to fate. 

Then all the sonnes of these five brethren raynd 

By dew successe,^ and all their nephewes ^ late ; 

Even thrise deven deserts the crowne retaynd, 
Till aged Hdy by dew heritage it gaynd. 
XLVI. 

He had two sonnes, whose eldest, caUed Lud, 

Left of his life most femous memory, 

And endlesse moniments of his great good : 

The rum'd wals he did resdifye * 

Of Troynovant, gainst force of enimy. 

And built that Gate which of his name is hight,'^ 

By which he lyes entombed solemnly : 

He left two sonnes, too young to rule aright. 
Androgens and Tenantius, pictures of his might. 

* IU$eizedy leinitated. * Ramd^fyt, rebuild. 

* Suuuse^ raccesfion. * Highly called. 
' Jfephewts, descendants. 



XLVI. 5.— TVoynoiMmt.] This is London, and the gate mentioned 
I the next line is Ludgate. 
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XLVII. 

Whilst tbey were young, Cassibalane their eme ^ 
Was by the people chosen in their sted, 
Who en him tooke the roiall diademe. 
And goodly well long time it governed ; 
Till the piowde Romanes him disquieted, 
And warlike Caesar, tempted with the name 
Of this sweet Island never conquered, 
And envying the Britons blazed &me, 

(O hideous hunger of domimon !) hether came. 
XLVIII. 
Yet twise they were repulsed backe agidne, 
And twise renforst backe to their ships to fly ; 
The whiles with blood they all the shore did stame, 
And the gray ocean mto purple dy : 
Ne had they footing found at last perdie,' 
Had not Androgens, false to native soyle. 
And envious of uncles soveraintie, 
Betrayd his country unto ibrreine spoyle. 

Nought els but treason fix)m the first this land did foyle' ! 
XLIX. 
So by him Caesar got the victory, 
Through great bloodshed and many a sad assay, 
In which himselfe was charged heavily 
Of* hardy Nennius, whom he yet did slay, 
But lost his sword, yet to be seene thb day. 

1 EmBf uncle. ^ FotjUy defeat, ccmqoer. 

« Perdie^ tnily. * 0/, by. 



XLVII. 1. — Cassibalane.'l Cassivellaunus was the name of a Britidi 
prince, who fought bravely against Julius Ciesar. 

XLVUL 2. -- Renforst.] This is in all the editions. The 
seems to require atforst^ or a^orced. 
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Thencefisrth this Land was tributarie made 
T' ambitious Rome, and did thdr rule obay, 
TJl Arthur all that redeeming deiirayd : 

Tet oft the Briton Kings against them strcmgly swayd*^ 
L. 
Next him Tenantius raignd ; then Kimbeline, 
What time th' Etemall Lord in fleshly slime 
Enwombed was, from wretched Adams line 
To purge away the guilt of sinfiill crime. 
O ioyous memorie of happy time, 
That heavenly grace so plenteously displayd ! 
O too high ditty ^ for my simple rime ! — 
Soone after this the Romanes him warrayd^ ; 

For that their tribute he refusd to let be payd* 
LI. 
Grood Claudius, that next was Emperour, 
An army brought, and with him battdle fought, 
In which the King was by a treachetour^ 
Disguised slaine, ere any thereof thought : 
Yet ceased not the bloody fight for ought : 
For Arvirage his brothers place supplyde 
Both m his armes and crowne, and by that draught ^ 
Did drive the Romanes to the weaker syde. 

That they to peace agreed. So all was pacifyde. 
LII. 
Was never King more highly magnifide, 

* Sioa^ resisted. * TreaeheUnir, tnitoi. 

* Dittify theme. * Draught, resemblance. 
' Warraydy waned upon. 



L. 1. — KimbdiTU,'] This is Shakspeaie's Cymbeline. 

LI. 1. — Oood CUmdius, &c.] Clandias was the next emperor, who 
inTaded Britain after Julius Csesar. He has little claim to the title of 
good. 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 THS r A£BIE qUECNE. B. I 

Nor dredd^ of RoaianeSy then ^ was Arvngs; 
For which the Empeioiir to him allide 
His daughter Genuias' in mamage: 
Tet shortly he renounst the vassallage 
Of Rome agame, who hether hastly sent 
Vespasian, that with great spoile and lage 
Forwasted ^ all, till Genuissa gent ^ 

Persuaded him to ceasse, and her k»d to releoL 
LIII. 
He dide ; and him succeeded Marius, 
Who ioyd his dayes in great tranquillity. 
Then Coyll ; and after him good Lucius, 
That first received Christianity, 
The sacred pledge of Christes Evangely. 
Tet true it is, that long before that day 
Hither came loseph of Arimathy, 
Who brought with him the Holy Grayle, (they say,) 

And preacht the truth ; but since it greatly did decay, 
uv. 
This good King shortly without issew dide, 
Whereof great trouble m the Kingdome grew, 
That did herselfe in sondry parts divide. 
And with her powre her owne selfe overthrew, 
Whilest Romanes daily did the weake subdew : 
Which seeing, stout Bunduca up arose, 

1 Dredd^ dreaded. ' Fortoastedf laid waste. 

* Tfunfihnn. ^ Gent, gentle. 



LII. 7. — Vespasian.] In Uie reign of Claudius, Vespasian, afterwards 
emperor, distinguished himself by his military schievements in Britain. 

LIII. 8. — The Holy Grayle.] The cup of the last supper, represented 
as containing the myeterious wine. It is spelt in the earUer romances 
*8angr6al,' (i. e. the real blood of our Lord;) subsequently transmuted 
into < San greal,' < Saint Graal ; ' whence Spenser's < Holy Grayle.* 

LIV. 6. — Bunduca.] More generally known as Boadicea. She was 
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And taking amies the Britcnois to her drew ; 
With whom she marched strai^t against her ibea, 

And them unwares besides the Seveme did enclose. 
LV. 
Hwie she with them a cmdl batteill tryde, 
Not with so good successe as shee deserv'd , 
By reason that the captaines on her syde, 
CoiTupted by Paulinus, from her sw^rv'd : 
Yet such, as were throu^ former flight preserved, 
Gathering againe, b^ host she did renew, 
And with fresh corage on the victor senr'd : 
But being all defeated, save a few, 

Rather than fly, or be captiv^d, heiseife she slew. 
LVI. 
O femous moniment of womens prayse ! 
Matchable either to Semiramis, 
Whom antique history so high doth rayse. 
Or to Hypsiphil', or to Tbomiris : 
Her host two hundred thousand numbred is ; 
Who, whiles good fortune favoured h^ might, 
Triumphed oA against her enemis ; 
And yet, though overcome in haplesse fight, 

Shee triumphed on death, in enemies despight. 
LVn. 
Her reliques Fulgent having gathered, 

an historioal personage, who bravely resiited the Romana, and was 
defeated bj Paolua Snetontna, A. D. 61, and poiaoned henelf. 

LVI. 4. '^ Or to Hypnpkil \orto TTkomiris.] HypsipkUe was a qneen 
of Lemnoa, who headed an attack made by her female subjects upon 
their male relations. — Thomirit, or Tkomyris, was a qneen of the Mes- 
sagets, who, according to some accounts, defeated Cyrus, and threw 
his head into a vessel of blood. 

LVlh l.—FulgenL] FulgetUiuM is said to be the name of a Cale- 
douan chief, who headed the armies which the Emperor Serems mat 
VOL. II. 9 
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Fought with Severus, and him overthrew ; 

Yet in the chace was slaine of them that fled ; 

So made them victors whome he did subdew. 

Then gan Carausius Urannize anew, 

And gainst the Romanes bent their proper ^ powie ; 

But him Allectus treacherously slew, 

And tooke on him the robe of Emperoure : 

Nath'lesse the same enioyed but short happy howie : 
LVIll. 
For Asclepiodate him overcame, 
And left inglorious on the vanquisht playne. 
Without or robe or rag to hide his shame : 
Then afterwards he m his stead did raigne ; 
But shordy was by Coyll m batteill sUune : 
Who after long debate, since Lucies tjrme, 
Was of the Britons first crownd Soveraine : 
Then gan this Realme renew her passed prime : 

He of his name Coylchester built of stone and lime. 
UX. 
Which when the Romanes heard, they hether sent 
Constantius, a man of mickle ^ might, 

* T%eir proper, their own. * MkkUf nmoh. 



in hii march into Caledonia. But thii was a hundred and fiAy yean 
after the time of Boadicea, and he is probably a fabulous person. 

LVII. 5. — Carausius.] Carausius was a Belgian or Briton, a skil- 
Ail nayal commander in the Roman service in the joint reign of Dio- 
cletian and Maziminian, A. D. 288. He was sent against some pirates 
in the Baltic, and, after subduing them, rebelled against Rome, and 
went with his fleet to Britain, where he became an independent sotc- 
reign. He was murdered by AUectus, a Briton, who succeeded to his 
insular empire, and was defeated by the Romans after a reign of three 
years. 

LIX. 2. — Constantius.] Constantius Chlorus, the ftther of Con- 
stantine, died at York, (then Eboracum,) A. D. 306. His wife (the 
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With whome King Coyll made an agreement, 

And to him gave for wife his daughter bright, 

Fa3rre Helena, the fiurest living wight, 

Who m all godly thewes ^ and goodly praise 

Did far excell, but was most iamous hight^ 

For skil b musicke of all m her daies, 
As well in curious instruments as cunning laies ^ : 
LX. 

Of whom he did great Constantine begett. 

Who afterward was emperour of Rome ; 

To which whiles absent he his mind did sett,^ 

Octavius here lept into his roome, 

And it usurped by unrighteous doome : 

But he his title iustifide by might. 

Slaying Traheme, and having overcome 

The Romane legion in dreadfull fight : 
So setded he his kingdome, and confirmd his right : 
LXI. 

But, wantmg yssew male, his daughter deare 

He gave in wedlocke to Maximian, 

And him widi her made of his kingdome heyie, 

Who soone by meanes thereof the Empire wan, 

Till murdred by the freends of Gratian. 

Then gan the Hunnes and Picts mvade this Land, 

During the raigne of Maximinian ; 

Who dymg left none heire them to withstand ; 
But that they overran all parts with easy hand. 

> T%eweSf gifU, Realties. ' Hightf repated. 

' Laies, songs, or vocal music. * Sett, apply. 



mother of Constantine) was named Helena, and is said hj some writaii 
to have been a British princess. 
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Lxn. 
The wetry Britons, whose wai-haUe^ youdi 
Was by Maximian lately ledd away. 
With wretched miseryes and woefiill luth 
Were to those Pagans made an open pny, 
And daily spectacle o( sad decay : 
Whooie Romano wanes, which now bwr bundnd yearoB 
And more had wasted, could no whit dismay ; 
Til, by consent of Commcms and of Peares, 

They crownd the second Constantino with ioyous taaies : 
Lxm. 
Who having oft in batteill vanquished 
Those spoylefiill Picts, and swarming Easteribg^y 
Long time in peace his Realme established, 
Tet oft annoy d with scmdry bofdragings' 
Of nei^bour Scots, and fixrem scatteriingg' 
With which the world did m those dayes abound : 
Which to outbarre, with painefull pyonings* 
From sea to sea he heapt a mighty mound, 

Which fiom Alcluid to Panwelt did that border bownd. 
LXIV. 
Three sonnes be dying left, all under age ; 
By meanes wheceof their uncle Vortigere 
Usurpt the crowne durmg their pupillage ; 
Which th' mfants tutors gathering to feare,^ 

* WoT'-habU^ able to serye in war. ^ Pyotungs^ worki of pionaen. 

* Bordraginggf border forays. • Tofmre, to-fere, together. 
' SeatterlingSf vagranta. 



LXn. 9. — 7%« second Constantbu,] A common soldier of the name 
of Constantine was made emperor in Britain at the beginning of the 
fiftlioentary. 

LXni. 2. — EatterUiigt.^ The northern nations. 
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Them closely into Annorick did beare: 

For dread of whom, and for those Picts annoyes, 

He sent to Germany sttannge aid to ream ; 

From whence eftsoones* arrived here Uiro© hoyes*" 

Of Saxons J whom he lor his safety imployes. 
LXV, 
Two hrelhren were their capitayns, wliich hight ^ 
Hengist and Honms, well approved in warretj 
And both of tliera men of renowraed might ; 
Who making vantage of their civile iarre, 
And of those forreyners which came from farrej 
Grew great, and got large portions of land^ 
Tliat in the Real me ere long they stmnger arre 
Then * they which sought at first their helpbg hand» 

And Vortiger enforst the Kingdom© to aband-^ 
LXVl. 
But, hy the he!pe of Vortimere his sonne^ 
He is againe unto his rule restord ; 
And Hengistj seeming sad for that was d<ninef 
Received is to grace and new accord, 
Tiirough his faire daughters face and flattring word. 



LXiV. ^.^—^rmori^k.] ArmoTkHy or Brittany, in France, 
IfXV. 2. — Hen^ist ami Jl&rauf] llf^^l and Horsa were two 
iidied Sajton chteQ, wbo, aboul ihc middle tyf the fillh centnry, were 
invited by Vorligpf, a Britieli chief, to nsmsi ht» ppople iti repelling 
the Invasion of the Fict^ und ScoLr^ and nfl^^rwards e^ytabli^bed them- 
weVvt^ in Btitam, itiid FoiiEided th<^ Sojcon djno^tj. 

LXVL r>, — Thnmgk his fairt daitglitent ffice^ &.C.J Vottiger ia 
Hud to hav(? Iiillen m love willi Rowtvtia^ the daughter of Hengrist, and 
married Iw^r^ by which dtiance the Saxons were materioily aided in 
obtaining a permanent foothold in Britain. Henguit, tooj ii uid |o 

9* 
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Soone after which, three hundred lords he slew 
Of British blood, all sitting at his hotd ; 
Whose dolefiill moniments who list to rew,* 

Th' etemall marks of treascm may at Stonheng vew. 
LXVII. 
By this the sonnes of Constantine, which fled, 
Ambrose and Uther, did ripe yeares attayne, 
^ And, here arriving, strongly challenged 

The crowne which Vortiger did long detayne ; 
Who, flying from his guilt, by them was slayne: 
And Hengist eke soone brought to shameiiill death. 
Thenceforth Aurelius peaceably did rayne, 
Till that through poyson stopped was his breath ; 

So now entombed lies at Stoneheng by the heath. 
LXVIII. 
After him Uther, which Pendragon hight,* 
Succeeding — There abruptly did it end, 
Without fiill point, or other cesure ^ right ; 
As if the rest some wicked hand did rend, 
Or th' author selfe could not at least ^ attend 

^ Ldst to rew, wishes to pity. ' Cesure, (eencro, Lat.) stop. 
' Hight, was named. * Least, last. 



have invited the British chieftains to a feast, and treacherously slain 
them all, except Vortiger. The truth of both of these accounts is 
matter of dispute among historians. It is certain that there were de- 
yastating wars between the Saxons and Britons, in which the latter 
were commanded sometimes by Vortiger, and sometimes by his son 
Vortimer . See Turner's History of the Anglo-Saxons, vol. i. pp. 253 — 
265. 

LXVII. 6. — ,^nd Hengist, &c.] The events in this stanza are ftbu- 
lous. Hengist founded the kingdom of Kent, which he transmitted to 
his posterity. 

LXVIII. 2. — 7%er« ahntptly did it end.] The history is brought 
down to Uther Pendragon, the father of Arthur, and there ends. 
Prince Arthur was at that time ignorant of his parentage. 
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To finish it : that so untimely breach 

The Prince himselfe halfe seemed to offend ; 

Yet secret pleasure did ofl^ce empeach,^ 

And wonder of antiquity IcMig stopt his speach. 
LXIX. 
At last, quite ravisht with delight to heare 
The royall o&pring of his native land, 
Cryde out ; " Dear Countrey ! O how dearely deare 
Ought thy remembraunce and perpetuaU band 
Be to thy foster childe, that fi^om thy hand 
Did commun breath and nouriture receave ! 
How brutish is it not to understand 
How much to Her we owe, that aU us gave ; 

That gave unto us all whatever good we have ! " 
LXX. 
But Guyon aU this while his booke did read, 
Ne yet has ended : for it was a great 
And ample volume, that doth &r excead 
My leasure so long leaves here to repeat : 
It told how first Prometheus did create 
A man, of many parts fi^om beasts deiyVd, 
And then stole fire fiom heven to animate 
His worke, for which he was by love depryv'd 

Of life himselfe, and hart-strings of* an aegle ryVd.' 
LXXI. 
That man so made he called Elfe, to weet 
Quick, the first author of aU EHfin kynd ; 
Who, wandring through the worid with wearie feet, 

1 Empeachf pieyent. ' Cf^ by. ' Ryv'd, torn. 



LXX. 9. — Of Z^« kimseife.^ Prometheus wu not deprived of life 
by Jupiter, unless Spenser uses the word in the sense of the enjoy- 
ment of life. 



Digitized by 



Google 



104 TBS TABBIS ^UKBMIU B. U. 

Did m the gardins of Adonis fynd 
A goodly cffeature, whom he deemd in mynd 
To be no earthly wight, but either spiight. 
Or angell, th' authour of all woman kynd ; 
Therefore a Fay he her according hight,^ 

Of whom all Faiyes spring, and fetch their lignage rig^ 
LXXII. 
Of these a mighty people ahordy grew, 
And puissant kinges which all the world wairayd^^ 
And to themselves all nations did subdew : 
The first and eldest, which that scepter swayd, 
Was Elfin : him all India obayd. 
And all that now America men call : 
Next him was noble Elfinan, who laid 
Cleopolis foundation first of all : 

But Ellfiline endosd it with a golden walL 
LXXIU. 
Hjs Sonne was Elfinell, who ova:came 
The wicked Gobbdines m bloody field : 
But Elfant was of most renowmed fame, 
Who all of christall did Panthea build : 
Then Elfar, who two brethren gyauntes kild, 
The one of which had two heades, th' other three : 
Tien Elfinor, who was in magick akild ; 
He built by art upon the glassy see 

A bridge of bras, whose sound heyens thunder seem'd to be. 
LXXIV. 
He left three sonnes, the which in order raynd. 
And aU their ofipring, m their dew descents ; 
Even seven hundred princes, which maintaynd 
With mighty deedes their sondry governments : 

^ Hig^ eaUed. * Warraydf warred apoB. 
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That were txx> long tiieir infinite co nt e nte 
Here to record, ne moch raatermD : 
Yet rilould they be most femous mommentB, 
And brave ensample, botli of martndl 

And civ9 rule, to kinges and states imperial!. 
LXXV. 
After aB these Elficleos did rayne, 
Tile wise Elficleos in great mmestie, 
Who mightily that scepter did sustayne, 
And with rich spoyles and famous victorie 
Did high advaunce the crowne of Faery : 
He left two sonnes, of which fiure £lferon, 
The eldest brother, did untimely dy ; 
Whose empde place the mightie ObenHi 

Doubly supplide, in spousall and dominion. 
LXXVl. 
Great was his power and glorie over all 
Which, him before, that sacred seate did fill, 
That yet remaines his wide memoriall : 
He dying left the fairest Tanaquill, 
Him to succeede therein, by his last will : 
Fairer and nobler liveth none this howre, 
Ne like m grace, ne like m learned skill ; 
Therefore they Glorian call that glorious flowre : 
Long mayst thou, Glorian, live in glory and great powre ! 
LXXVII. 
Beguyld thus with delight of novelties, 

LXXV. 1. — ElfieUas.'] In this and the sncceeding stanza there aie 
obrions allnsions to history. ** Elficleos '' is Henrj VII. ; " Elferon " is 
Prince Arthur, his son, who died young; "Oberon" is Henry VIII., 
who married his brother's betrothed bride ', and *< Tanaquill," or '* Glo- 
nana,*' his daughter, is Queen Elizabeth. It will be observed that no 
mention is made of Edward VI. or Queen Maiy. 
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And naturall desire of Countiyes state, 
So \oag they redd in those antiquities. 
That how the time was fled they quite fixfgate; 
Till gende Alma, seeing it so late, 
Perforce their studies broke, and them besoug^ 
To thinke how supper did them long awaite : 
So halfe unwilling from th^ bookes them brou^t, 
And fityrely feasted as so noble Kiiightes she ou^t 
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CANTO XI. 

The Enimies of TemperEunce 

Besiegie her dfrelling place ; 
Prince Artbure them repelles, and fiiwls 
Malege? doth deface. 

L 
What warre so cmeU, or what siege so sore, 
As ihai, which strong Afiections ^ doe apply 
Against the forte of Reason evermore, 
To bring the sowJe into captivity 1 
Their force Is fiercer through infimiity 
Of the fmiJe flesh, relenting to their rage } 
And exercise most bitter tyranny 
Upon the partes, brought into their bondage : 

No wretchednesse is like to sin full vellenage.^ 
U. 
But b a body which doth freely yeeld 
His partes to Reasons nile obedient j 
And letteth Her that ought the scepter weeld. 
All happy peace and goodly government 
Is seded there in sure establishment* 
Tliere Alma, like a Vir|i;in Queene most bright, 
Doili florish in all beautie excel ieni ; 
And to h<rr guests doih bounteous banket dight,^ 

Attempred goodly well for health and for delight. 
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m. 
Eariy, before the M(»me whh cremosm ^ ray 
The wmdowes of bright heav^i opened had, 
Through which into the world the dawning Day 
Might looke, that maketh eveiy creature glad, 
Uprose Sir GKiyon in bright armour clad, 
And to his purposd ioumey him prepar'd : 
With him the Palmer eke in habit sad * 
Himselfe addrest to that adventure hard : 

So to the rivers syde they both together fiur'd : 
IV. 
Where them awaited ready at the ford 
The Ferriman, as Alma had behight,' 
With his well-iigged bote : They goe abord, 
And he eflsoones ^ gan launch his barke forthright. 
Ere long they rowed were quite out of si^t, 
And fast the land behynd them fled away. 
But let them pas, whiles winde and wether right 
Doe serve their tumes : here I a while must stay, 

To see a ciuell fight doen by the Prince thb day. 
V. 
For, aU so soone as Guyon thrice was gon 
Upon his voyage with his trustie GKiyde, 
That wicked band of Villeins fi^esh beg^n 
That Castle to assaile on every side. 
And lay strong siege about it far and wyde. 
So huge and infinite their numbers were. 
That all the land they under them did hyde ; 
So fowle and ugly, that exceeding feare 

Their visages imprest, when they approched neare. 

' Cremosm, crimaon. ' Behight, directed. 

* Sadf grave. « Ijftsoones, immediately. 
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VI. 

Them in twdre Troupes their Captdn did dispart, 
And round about in fittest steades ^ did place, 
Where each might best offend his proper part, 
And his contrary obiect most deface, 
As every one seem'd meetest in tiiat cace. 
Seven of the same against the Castle-Gate 
In strong entrenchm^its he did closely place, 
Which with mcessaunt force and endlesse hate 

They battred day and night, and entraunce did awate. 

vn. 
The oth^ Five five sondry wayes he sett 
Against the five great Bulwarices of that pyle. 
And unto each a Bulwarke did arrett,^ 
T' assayle with open force or hidden guyle. 
In hope thereof to win victorious spcnle. 
They all that charge did fervently apply * 
With greedie malice and importune ^ toyle, 
And planted there their huge artillery, 

With which they dayly made most dreadfiill battery. 

VIII. 
The first Troupe was a monstrous rablement 
Of fowle misshapen wightes, of which some were 
Headed like owles, with beckes ^ uncomely bent ; 
Others like dogs ; others like gryphons dreare ; 
And some had wings, and some had clawes to teare : 

* SteadeSj positions. * Importune, troubleflome, restless, 

* Arrett, appoint. ^ Beckes, beaks. 
' ^tply, observe. 



VI. 6. — Seven^ &c.] These, according to Upton, represent the seven 
deadly sins, and the Five mentioned in the next stanza, the vices that 
attack the senses. 

VOL. II. 10 
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And every one of them had lynces eyes ; 
And every one did bow and arrowes beare : 
AU those were lawlesse Lustes, corrupt Enrfes, 

And covetous Aspects, all cruell enimyes. 

IX. 
Those same against the Bulwaike of the Sight 
Did lay strong siege and battailous assault, 
Ne once did yield it respitt day nor night ; 
But soone as Titan gan his head exault, 
And soone againe as he his hght withhault,^ 
Their wicked engins they against it bent ; 
That is, each thmg by which the eyes may fault : 
But two then ^ all more huge and violent, 

Beautie and Money, they that Bulwaike sorely rent. 

X. 
The second Bulwarke was the Hearing Sence, 
Gainst which the second Troupe dessignment ^ makes ; 
Deformed creatures, m straunge difference : 
Some having heads like harts, some like to snakes, 
Some like wild bores late rouzd out of the brakes ; 
Slaunderous Reproches, and fowle Infamies, 
Leasinges,^ Backb3rtinges, and vam-glorious Crakes,* 
Bad Counsels, Prayses, and false Flatteries : 

AU those against that Fort did bend their batteries. 

XI. 
likewise that same third Fort, that is the Smell, 
Of that tliird Troupe was cruelly assayd ; 
Whose hideous shapes were like to feendes of hell, 

* Withhaulty withdrew. * Leasinges^ fklsehoods. 
' Then, than. * Crakes, boastmga. 

• Dessignment, attack. 



IX. 7. — May fault.'] May ofiend or be in fault. 
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Some like to houndes, some like to apes, dismayd ^ ; 

Some, like to puttockes,^ all in plumes arayd ; 

AU shap't according ^ their conditions : 

For, by those ugly fcnmes weren pourtrayd 

Foolish Delights, and fond ^ Abusions,^ 
Which doe that Sence besiege with light illusions. 

XII. 

And that fourth Band which cruell battry bent 

Against the fourth Bulwarke, that is the Taste, 

Was, as the rest, a grysie ^ rablement ; 

Some mouth'd like greedy oystriges ; some faste'' 

like loathly toades ; some fashioned in the waste 

like swine : for so deformd is Luxury, 

Surfeat, Misdiet, and unthriftie Waste, 

Vidne Feastes, and ydle Superfluity : 
All those this Sences Fort assayle mcessandy. 

XIII. 

But the fiit Troupe, most horrible of hew 

And ferce of force, is dreadfuU to report ; 

For some like snailes, some did like spyders shew. 

And some like ugly urchins ^ thick and short : 

Cruelly they assayled that fift Fort, 

Armed with dartes of sensuall Delight, 

With stinges of camall Lust, and strong effort 

Of feeling Pleasures, with which day and night 
Against that same fift Bulwarke they continued fight. 

XIV. 

Thus these twelve Troupes with dreadfiiU puissaunce 

Agamst that Castle resdesse siege did lay, 

* DitTnaydj ill made. ^ Abusions^ abuses. 

' PuUoekes, kites. * Grysie^ filthy, or squalid. 

' Accordingf according to. "^ Faste, faced. 

* Fond, foolish. " Urchins , hedgehogs. 
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And erennoie their hideous ordinaunoe ^ 

Upon the Bulwaikes cruelly did play, 

That now it gan to threaten neare decay : 

And evennore their wicked Capitayn 

Provoked them the breaches to assay, 

Sometimes with threats, sometimes with hope of gayn. 

Which by the ransack of that Peece ^ they should attayn. 

XV. 
On th' other syde, th' asseiged ^ Castles Ward* 
Their stedfast stonds ^ did mightily maintaine, 
And many bold repulse and many hard 
Atchievement wrought, with perill and with payne. 
That goodly Frame from mine to sustaine : 
And those two brethren Gyauntes did defend 
The walles so stoutly with their sturdie mayne,*^ 
That never entraunce any durst pretend. 

But they to direful death their groning ghosts did send. 

XVI. 
The noble virgin, Ladie of the place. 
Was much dismayed with that dreadful sight, 
(For never was she in so evill cace,) 
Till that the Prince, seeing her wofiill plight, 
Gan her recomfort from so sad affiight, 
Offiing his service and his dearest life 
For her defence against that Carle to fight. 
Which was their Chiefe and th' authour of that strife : 

She him remercied "^ as the patrone of her life. 

* Ordinauncej battering engines. ^ Stonds, stations. 
■ Peece J castle. • Mayne, force. 

' Asseiged, besieged. 7 Remercied, thanked. 

* Ward, guard. 



XV. 6. — Brethren Gyauntes.] Prince Arthur and his squire, giants 
in courage and prowess. 
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XVII. 

Eftsoones ^ himselfe in glitterand armes he dight, 
And his well proved weapons to him bent ^ ; 
So taking courteous conge ^ he behight ^ 
Those gates to be unbar'd, and fcMth he went. 
Fayre mote be thee, the prowest ^ and most gent,* 
That ever brandished bright Steele on bye ! 
Whom soone as that unruly rablement 
With his gay Squyre issewing did espye, 

They reard a most outrageous dreadfiill yelling cry : 
XVIII. 
And therewithall attonce at him let fly 
Their fluttring arrowes, thicke as flakes of snow, 
And round about him flocke impetuously, 
Like a great water-flood, that tombling low 
From the high mountaines, threates to overflow 
With suddein fury all the fertile playne, 
And the sad husbandmans long hope doth throw 
Adowne the streame, and all his vowes make vayne ; 

Nor bounds nor banks his headlong mine may sustayne. 

XIX. 
Upon his shield there heaped hayle he bore, 
And with his sword disperst the raskall ' flockes. 
Which fled asonder, and him fell before ; 
As withered leaves drop from their dryed stockes, 
When the wroth western wmd does reave ® thdr locks : 
And underneath him his courageous steed, 

* Eftsoones, namedititely. ^ Protoest^hnYewt. 

' Hent, took. ' Gent, accomplished. 

' Conge, leave. "* JRaskaU, base, or low. 

* Behight, ordered. " Reave, strip. 



XVII. 5. — Fayre mote he thee.] Well may he profper. 
10* 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 14 THE FAERIE qUEENE. B. II. 

The fierce Spumadcn*, tnxle them downe like docks ^ ; 
The fierce Spumador borne of heavenly seed ; 

Such as Laomedon of Phoebus race did breed. 

XX. 
Which sudddne horrour and confused cry 
When as their Capteine heard, m haste he yode* 
The cause to weet,^ and fault to remedy : 
Upon a tygre swift and fierce he rode, 
That as the winde ran underneath his lode, 
Whiles his long legs nigh raught * unto the ground : 
Full large he was of limbe, and shoulders brode ; 
But of such subtile substance and unsound, [bound : 

That like a ghost he seem'd whose grave-clothes were un- 

XXI. 
And in his hand a bended bow was seene. 
And many arrowes under his right side, 
AU deadly daungerouS; all cruell keene, 
Headed with flint, and fethers bloody dide ; 
Such as the Indians in their quivers hide : 
Those could he well direct and streight as line, 
And bid them strike the marke which he had eyde ; 
Ne was there salve, ne was there medicine 

That mote recure their wounds ; so inly they did tine.*^ 
XXII. 
As pale and wan as ashes was his looke ; 
His body leane and meagre as a rake ; 
And skin all withered like a dryed rooke ; 

^ Docks, weeds. ^ Raught, reached. 

• Yode, came. * Ttne, inflame. 

• Weetf leaxn. 



XIX. 7. — Spumador.'] So called from the Latin spuma^ foam. 
XIX. 0. — Suck as Laomedon, &c.] Laomedon was a king of Troy, 
who had a fine breed of horses, which sprang from those of the sun. 
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Th^^to ^ as cold and drery as a snake ; 
That seemd to tremble evermore and quake : 
AU m a canvas thin he was bedight,^ 
And ^rded with a belt of twisted brake : 
Upon his head he wore an hehnet light. 

Made of a dead mans skull, that seemd a ghastly sight : 
xxni. 
Maleger was his name : And afiker him 
There follow'd fast at hand two wicked Hags, 
With hoary lockes all loose and visage grim ; 
Their feet unshod, their bodies wrapt in rags. 
And both as swift on,foot as chased stags ; 
And yet the one her other legge had lame. 
Which with a stafife all fiill of litle snags ^ 
She did support, and Impotence her name: 

But th' other was Impatience armd with ragmg flame. 
XXIV. 
Soone as the Carle fiom far the Prince espyde 
Glistring in armes and warlike ornament. 
His beast he felly prickt on either syde. 
And his mischievous bow iiill readie bent, 
With which at him a cruell shaft he sent : 

> JTiereto, besides. * Bedighty dressed. 

' Snags, knobs, or protuberant points. 



XXin. 1 . — Maleger was his name.'] Maleger is compounded of two 
Latin words, signifying badly diseased ; and from this and the descrip- 
tion given of him, he seems to represent the various diseases which an 
indulgence in those " fleshly lusts which war against the soul " gives 
birth to. 

XXIII. 6. — Her other legge.] Other, according to Upton, means 
left. 

XXin. 6. — Had lame.] The lameness of Impotence, that is, weak- 
ness, or want of restraining power, expresses the want of the capacity 
of self-support 
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But he was wane, and it warded well 
Upon his shield, that it no further went, 
But to the ground the idle quarrel ^ fell : 

Then he another and another did expell.' 
XXV. 
Which to prevent, the Prince his mortall speare 
Soone to him raught,^ and fierce at him did ride, 
To be avenged of that shot whyleare * : 
But he was not so hardy to abide 
That bitter stownd,^ but, turning quicke aside 
His light-fix>t beast, fled fast away for feare : 
Whom to poursue, the In&nt ® after hide'' 
So fast as his good courser could him beare ; 

But labour lost it was to weene approch him neare. 
XXVI. 
Far as the winged wind his tigre fled. 
That vew of eye could scarse him overtake, 
Ne scarse his feet on ground were seene to tred ; 
Through hils and dales he speedy way did make^ 
Ne hedge ne ditch his readie passage brake. 
And in his flight the Villeine tum'd his face 
(As wonts the Tartar by the Caspian lake, 
Whenas the Russian him in fight does chace,) 

Unto his tygres taile, and shot at him apace. 
XXVII. 
Apace he shot, and yet he fled apace, 
Still as the greedy Knight nigh to him drew ; 
And oftentimes he would relent • his pace. 
That him his foe more fiercely should poursew : 

> QuarreZ, bolt ^ SUnondj nmanii. 

' Expdlj throw. * Infimtj prince. 

' Baughty reached, or seized. ' Hidt, hied, went 

« WkyUare, just before. " Relent, slacken. ' 
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But, when his uncouth ^ manner he did vew, 
He gan avize ^ to follow him no more, 

But keepe his sttmdingj aud his sh^iftes eschew, 
Uotil] ha quite had spent iiis p€rlcHis ^ storej 

And then assay le liim finosti^ ere he could shift im more. 
XXVUl. 
But that lame Hao^, stilj m abroad he itrew 
His wicktd arrow es, gathered them agamcj 
And to liim bmughlj fresh batleiU to renew ; 
Which he espying cast * htyr to restraine 
From yielding succour to Oiat cursed Swaine, 
And her attaching^ thought her hands to tye" 
But^ SQone as him dismouDted on the pluine 
That other Hag did far away espy© 

Binding her SisteXj she to him ran hastily ; 
XXIX. 
And catching hold of himj as downe he lent,' 
Him backeward overthrew^ and downe him stayd ^ 
With tljeir rude handes and gryesly grapleraent ^ ; 
Till diat the Villein, comiiiing to their ayd, 
U[K>n him fell, and lode upon him layd; 
Full litJe wanted, but he had him slaine, 
And of the battell balefull end had made, 
Had not his gentle Squire beheld his paine. 

And commen lo hb reskew ere liis bitter bane. 

So greatest and most glorious thing on ground 
May often need the heipe of wTaker hand ; 

1 Un£atith, strange. ° Lent, stooped. 

* Jpke^ determine- "^ Statjd^ held. 

' Per!mi^, peribua. ' Gtytsitj graplemmit §^xM 

* Cfl*f, resolved, jr™^> **f clutch. 

* 4tUtckmgt Belting. 
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So feeble is mans state, and life onsoand. 
That m aasurauDce it maj never stand. 
Till it dissolved be from earthlj band ! 
Proofe be thou, Prince, the pcowest man alyve. 
And noblest home of all in Briton land ; 
Yet thee fierce Fortune did so nearelj drive, 

That, had not Grace thee blest, thou shouldest not survive. 
XXXI. 
The Squyre arriving, fiercely in his annes 
Snatcht first the one, and then the other Jade, 
His chiefest letts ^ and authors of his harmes. 
And them perforce withheld with threatned blade. 
Least that his Lord they should behinde invade ; 
The whiles the Prince, prickt with reprochfiil shame, 
As one awakte out of long slombring shade, 
Revivyng thought of glory and of fame, 

United all his powres to purge himselfe bom blame. 
XXXIl. 
Like as a fire, the which in hollow cave 
Hath long bene underkept and down supprest. 
With murmuious disdayne doth inly rave. 
And grudge, in so streight ^ prison to be prest, 
At last breakes forth with fiirious unrest, 
And strives to mount unto his native seat ; 
AU that did earst^ it hinder and molest, 
Yt now devoures with flames and scorching heat. 

And carries into smoake with rage and honor great 
XXXIIl. 
So mightely the Briton Prince him rouzd 
Out of his holde, and broke his ca)rtive bands ; 
And as a beare, whom angry curres have touz'd,* 

' Letts, obstractions. ' Earst, before. 

' Streight, confined. * Tauz*dj worried. 
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Having off-shakt them and escapt their hands, 
Becomes metre fell, and all that him withstands 
Treads down and overthrowes. Now had the Carle 
Alighted fiom his tigre, and his hands 
Discharged of his bow and deadly quar^le,^ 

To seize upon his foe flatt lying on the marle.^ 
XXXIV. 
Which now him tumd to disa vantage deare ' ; 
For neither can he fly, nor other * harme, 
But trust unto his strength and manhood meare, 
Sith ^ now he is far fitxn his monstrous swarme, 
And of his weapons did himselfe disarme. 
The Knight, yet wrothfull for his late disgrace, 
Fiercely advaunst ® his val(»ous right anne, 
And him so sore smott with his yron mace. 

That groveling to the ground he fell, and fild his place. 
XXXV. 
Wei weened hee that field was then his owne. 
And all his labor brought to happy end ; 
When suddem up the ViDeine overthrowne 
Out of his swowne arose, fipesh to contend. 
And gan himselfe to second battaill bend. 
As hurt he had not beene. Thereby there lay 
An huge great stone, which stood upon one end, 
And had not bene removed many a day ; 

Some land-maike seemd to bee, or signe of sundry way : 

^ Qtiar'^, bolts. * Others any other penon. 

' MarU, ground. * Sithy since. 

3 Deare, grievous. ' ^dvaunsty raised. 



XXXIV, 9. — Fild his plaeeJ] Covered with his body the place where 
he lay. 

XXXV. 9. — Or signe of sundry loay.] Or a sign-poet denoting the 
direction of various cross-roads. 
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XXXVI. 
The same he snatcht, and with exceeding sway^ 
Threw at his foe, who was right well aware 
To shonne the engin of his meant decay ; 
It booted not to thinke that throw to beare, 
But grownd he gave, and lightly lept areare* ; 
Eft ^ 6erce retouming, as a faulcon fayre, 
That once hath failed of her souse ^ full neare, 
Remounts againe into the open ajrre, 

And unto better fortune doth herselfe prepayre : 
XXXVII. 
So brave retouming, with his brandisht blade, 
He to the Carle himselfe agayn addrest, 
And strooke at him so stemely, that he made 
An open passage through his riven brest. 
That halfe tlie Steele behind his backe did rest ; 
Which drawing backe, he looked evermore 
When the hart blood should gush out of his chesty 
Or his dead corse should fall upon the flore ; 

But his dead corse upon the flore fell nathemore ^ : 
XXXVIII. 
Ne drop of blood appeared shed to bee. 
All ® were the wownd so wide and wonderous 
That through his carcas one might playnly see. 
Halfe in amaze with horror hideous, 
And halfe in rage to be deluded thus. 
Again through both the sides he strooke him quight, 

' Stoay^ force. * SausCy iwoop, or attack. 

' Jireare^ back. * JVathemoref none the more. 

' Eftf airain. * Ally althongh. 



XXXVI. 3. — Tfie engin of his meant decay.] ' The engine wblek 
WM 'mpoiddd to kill him.' 
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That made his spright to grone full piteous ; 
Yet nadiemore ^ forth fled his gioiUDg spright. 

But jfreshly, as at first, prepard himselfe to fight 
XXXIX. 
Thereat he smitten was with great affiight. 
And trembling terror did his hart apall ; 
Ne wist* he what to thinke of that same sight, 
Ne what to say, ne what to doe at all : 
He doubted ^ least it were some magicall 
Illusion that did beguile his sense, 
Or wandring ghost that wanted faneraU, 
Or aery spirite under false pretence, 

Or hellish feend raysd up through divelish science. 
XL. 
ffis wonder far exceeded reasons reach, 
That he began to doubt his dazeled sight. 
And oft of error did himselfe appeach * : 
Flesh without blood, a person without spright. 
Wounds without hurt, a body without might. 
That could doe harme, yet could not harmed bee, 
That could not die, yet seemd a mortall wight, 
That was most strong in most infirmitee ; 

like did he never heare, like did he never see. 
XLl. 
Awhile he stood in this astonishment. 
Yet would he not for all his great dismay 
Give over to effect his first mtent. 
And th' utmost meanes of victory assay, 

* J{athemore, none the more. ' Doubted^ feared. 

' Wisty knew. ^ Appeachy accuse. 



XLI. 4. — AtuL th* utmosty &c.] He waa resolved to bring the can- 
VOL. II. 11 
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Or th' utmost yssew of his owne decay. 

His owne good sword Mordure, that never fayld 

At need till now, he lightly threw away, 

And his bright shield that nought him now avayld ; 

And with his naked hands him forcibly assayld. 
XLII. 
Twixt his two mighty armes him up he snatcht. 
And cnisht his carcas so against his brest, 
That the disdainfuU sowle he thence dispatcht, 
And th' ydle breath all utterly exprest ^ : 
Tho,* when he felt him dead, adowne he kest ^ 
The lumpish ^ corse unto the sencelesse grownd ; 
Adowne he kest ^ it with so puissant wrest,^ 
That backe againe it did alofte rebownd, 

And gave against his mother Earth a gronefall ® sownd. 
XLIIl. 
As when loves hamesse-bearing "^ bird from hye 
Stoupes at a flying heron with proud disda3me, 
The stone-dead quarrey ® falls so forciblye, 
That yt rebownds against the lowly playne, 
A second fall redoubling backe agayne. 
Then thought the Prince all peril sure was past, 
And that he victor onely did remajme ; 
No sooner thought, then ^ that the Carle as fast 

Gan heap huge strokes on him, as ere he down was cast. 

* Exprest, pressed out. • GronefuU, groanful, mournfiil. 

' ThOf then. ' Hamesse-bearing , armor bearing. 

• Kest, cast. * Q;uarrey, game. 

* Lumpish, heavy. » Then, than. 

• Wrest, wrist, or force. 



test to an end, by resorting to eyerj means to gain the yictoiy, or by 
ezposmg his own life to the most extreme peril. 
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XLIV. 

Nigh his wits end then woxe th' amazed Ejiight, 
And thought his labor lost, and travell ^ vayne, 
Against this lifelesse shadow so to fight : 
Yet life he saw, and felt his mighty ma3me, 
That, whiles he marveild still, did still him payne ; 
Forthy * he gan some other wayes advize, 
How to take life from that dead-living swayne, 
Whom still he marked fireshly to arize 

From th' earth, and fix)m her womb new spirits to reprize.' 

XLV. 
He then remembred well, that had bene sayd. 
How th' Ikrth his mother was, and first him bore ; 
She eke, so often as his life decayd. 
Did life with usury to him restore. 
And reysd * him up much stronger then ^ before, 
So soone as he unto her wombe did fall : 
Therefore to grownd he would him cast no more, 
Ne him committ to grave terrestriall, 

But beare him iarre fiom hope of succour usuall. 
XLVI. 
Tho ® up he caught him twixt his puissant hands, 
And having scruzd '^ out of his carrion corse 
The lothfull Ufe, now loosd bora sinfull bands, 
Upon his shoulders carried him perforse 
Above three furlongs, taking his full course. 
Until he came unto a standing lake ; 
Him thereinto he threw without remorse, 
Ne stird, till hope of life did him forsake : 

So end of that Carles days and his owne paynes did make. 

' TravdL^ trayail, labor. ' Forthy j therefore. » Reprize^ take again. 
« Reyady railed. ^ Then^ than. * Tho^ then. ^ Scruzd^ pressed. 
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XLVII. 
Which when those wicked Hags fiom far did spye. 
Like two mad dogs they ran about the lands ; 
And th' one of them with dreadfull yelling crye. 
Throwing away her broken chaines and bands, 
And having quencht her burning fier-brands, 
Hedlong herselfe did cast into that lake : 
But Impotence with her owne wilfull hands 
One of Malegers cursed darts did take, 

So ryVd^ her trembling hart, and wicked end did make. 
XLVIII. 
Thus now alone he conquerour remaines : 
Tho,* cumming to his Squyre that kept his steed, 
Thought to have mounted ; but his feeble vaines 
Him faild thereto, and served not his need, 
Through losse of blood which irom his wounds did bleed. 
That he began to faint, and life decay : 
But his good Squyre, him helping up with speed. 
With stedfast hand upon his horse did stay. 

And led him to the Castle by the beaten i^'ay. 
XLIX. 
Where many Groomes and Squiers ready were 
To take him fiom his steed fall tenderly ; 
And eke the fayrest Alma mett him there 
With balme, and wine, and costly spicery. 
To comfort him in his infirmity : 

* Ryv*dj diyided, pierced. • Tfuf, then. 



XLVII. 1. — Which when^ &c.] When disease is expelled from the 
firame, the impatience and irritability which are its consequenoet also 
depart. 

XLIX. 4. — jSnd costly spicery.] This probably means a beveiage 
in which spices had been infused or steeped. 
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Eftesoones ^ she causd him up to be coDvayd, 
And of his amies despoyled easily 
In sumptuous bed shee made him to be layd ; 
And, al the while his wounds were diessbg, by him stayd 

^ £/lefO(me«, immediatelj. 
11* 
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CANTO XII. 



Guyon, by PalroerB govemauDce, 
Passing through perilles great, 

Doth overthrow the Bowre of Blis, 
And Acrasy defeat 

I. 
Now ginnes ^ that goodly frame of Temperaunce 
Fayrely to rise, and her adorned hed 
To pricke^ of highest prayse forth to advaunce, 
Formeriy grounded and fast setteled 
On firrae foundation of true bountyhed ^ : 
And this brave Knight, that for this vertue fightes, 
Now comes to point of that same perilous sted,^ 
Where Pleasure dwelles in sensuall delights, 
Mongst thousand dangers and ten thousand magick mights. 

II. 
Two dayes now in that sea he sayled has, 
Ne ever land beheld, ne living wight, 
Ne ought save perill, sdU as he did pas : 

* CHtmeSf begins. ' BotaUyhed, goodness, Tirtoe. 

■ Pricke, pitch, point * Stedj place. 



I. 4. — Formerly grounded.'] Being, first of all, gronnded, or estab- 
lished. 

I. 6. — ^nd this brave Knight,] i. e. Sir Gayon, whose adTentuies 
are resumed from the beginning of the preceding canto. 

I. 8. — Where Pleasure, &c.] This is Aorasia 
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Tho/ wben appeared the third Monx>w bright 
Upon the waves to spred her trembling light. 
An hideous roring far away they heard, 
That all their sences filled with affiight ; 
And streight thej saw the raging surges reard 

Up to the skyes, that them of drowning made afifeard. 

III. 
Said then the Boteman, '^ Pakner, stere aright, 
And keepe an even course ; for yonder way 
We needes must pas (God doe us well acquight !) 
That is the Gulfe of Greedinesse, they say, 
That deepe engorgeth * all this worldes pray ; 
Which having swallowd up excessively, 
He soone in vomit up againe doth lay,^ 
And belcheth forth his supeifluity, 

That all the seas for feare doe seeme away to fly. 

IV. 
" On th' other syde an hideous Rock b pight * 
Of mightie magnes stone,* whose crag^e clift 
Depending fix)m on high, dreadfiiU to sight. 
Over the waves hb rugged armes doth lift. 
And threatneth downe to throw hb ragged rift 
On whoso cometh nigh ; yet nigh it drawes 
All passengers, that none fix)m it can shift : 
For, whiles they fly that Gulfe's devouring iawes. 

They on the rock are rent, and sunck in helples wawes.® " 

» Tho, then. < Pigktj placed. 

' Engorgethj swallows. • Magnes-sUme^ magnet. 

' Lfly, spread, throw. • Wawes^ waves. 



in. 3. — Qod dot XU well acquight.] *M%j Gk>d bring as safelj 
through.' 

IV. 5. — Bagged r\ft.] Uneyen or broken fragments. — I^ft means, 
literally, a rent^ or chasm. 
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V. 

Forward they passe, and strongly be them rowes, 
Untill they nigh unto that Gulfe anyve, 
Where streame more violent and greedy giowes: 
Then he with all his puisaunce doth stryye 
To strike his oares, and mightily doth dryve 
The hollow vessell through the threatfull wave ; 
Which, gaping wide to swallow them alyve 
In th' huge abysse of his engulfing grave, 

Doth rore at them m vaine, and with great tenour rave. 

VI. 
They, passing by, that grisely ^ mouth did see 
Sucking the seas into his entralles deepe, 
That seemd more horrible than hell to bee, 
Or that darke dreadfull hole of Tartare steepe 
Through whk;h the damned ghosts doen often creep 
Backe to the world, bad livers to torment : 
But nought tliat falles into this direfiill deepe, 
Ne that approcheth nigh the wyde descent, 

May backe retoume, but is condenmed to be drent.^ 

VII. 
On th' other side they saw that perilous Rocke, 
Threatning itselfe on them to ruinate,^ 
On whose sharp cliftes the ribs of vessels broke ; 
And shivered ships, which had beene wrecked late^ 
Yet stuck with carcases exanimate ^ 
Of such, as having all their substance spent 
In wanton ioyes and lustes intemperate. 
Did afterwardes make shipwrack violent 

Both of their life and fame for ever fowly blent* 

* Grisdyf grisly, terrible. < Exanimate, lifeleai. 

' Drent, drenched, drowned. ^ BUiU, polluted, di^gnoed. 

' RuinaU, fall. 
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vm. 
Fortby ^ this higfat* the Rock of vile Reproch, 
A daungeious and detestable place, 
To which ncv fish ncv fowle did once approch, 
But yelling meawes,^ with seagulles hoars and bacOi 
And coimoyraunts, with birds of ravenous race, 
Which still sat wayting on that wastfidl clift 
For spoile of wretches, whose unhappy cace, 
After lost credit and consumed thrift, 

At last them driven hath to this despairefiill drift. , 
IX. 
The Palmer, seeing them in safetie past, 
Thus saide ; ^' Behold th' ^isamples in our si^tes 
Of lustfiill luxurie and thriftlesse wast ! 
What now is left of miserable wightes 
Which spent their looser daies in leud delightes, 
But shame and sad reproch, here to be red 
By these rent reliques speaking thdr ill plightes ! 
Let all that live hereby be counselled 

To shunne Rock of Reproch, and it as death to dread ! " 
X. 
So forth they rowed ; and that Ferryman 
With his sdfh oares did brush the sea so strong. 
That the hoare ^ waters from his fiigot ran. 
And the light bubles daunced all along. 
Whiles the salt brine out of the billowes sprang. 
At last far off they many Islandes spy 
On every side floting the floodes emong : 

* Fartky, hence. ' Jfaoioef , left-iiiewi. 

* mgkt, if c«Ued. « Bborey white with Ibtm. 



vm. 9.— TUf de$pair^fiiU drift} This miwnble ooune or dl- 
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Then said the Knight : " Lo ! I the land desciy ; 

T1ie]:efixB, old Syre, thy oouise doe thereunto apply/' 
XI. 
<^ That may not bee," said then the Fenyman, 
*^ Least wee unweeting ^ hap to be fordonne ^ : 
For those same Islands, seeming now and than, 
Are not finne land, nor any certein wonne,^ 
But stragling plots,^ which to and fro doe ronne 
In the wide waters : therefore are they hight * 
The Wandring Islands : Therefore doe them shonne ; 
For they have oft drawn many a wandring wig^t 

Into most deadly daunger and distressed plight. 
XII. 
" Yet well they seeme to him, that ferre doth Tew, 
Both faire and firuitfiill, and the grownd dispred 
With grassy greene of d^ectable hew ; 
And the taU trees with leaves appareled 
Are deckt with blossoms dyde in white and red, 
That mote the passengers thereto allure ; 
But whosoever once hath festened 
His foot thereon, may never it recure,^ 

But wandreth evennore uncertein and unsure. 
XIII. 
" As th' isle of Delos whylome,' men report, 

* UnH Dot ing f unknowing. ^ Bigktj called. 

' Fordormej undone. ' Recurey reco?er. 

' Warmef habitation. "^ Whylome^ fonnerlj. 
^ Plata f pieces of ground. 



XI. 3. — Seeming now mtd ihan,'\ Appearing now and then. 

XIII. 1.^^ tJC ide of Delosy &c.] This ialand ia repreaented bj 
the ancients aa haying been floating under water until it was made to 
appeftr and remain fixed, in order that Latona might give birth there 
tc Apollo and Diana, the earth having been bound by an oath imposed 
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Amid th' Aegean sea long time did stray, 
Ne made for shipping any certeine port, 
Till that Latona traveiling that way, 
Flying from lunoes wrath and hard assay ,^ 

Of her fayre twins was tiiere delivered^ 
Which aftersv^ards did ruJe tlie night and day ; 
Th*?nceforth it finiiely was established, 

And for ApoUoes teniple highly herried,^ " 
XIV. 
They to him hearken, as bejseemeth meete ; 
And passe on forward : so their way does ly> 
That one of those same Islands, which doe fleet ^ 
I0 the wide sea, they iieedes nnist passen by^ 
Which seetnd so sweet and pleasaunt to the eye. 
Thai it would tempt a man to touefien there ; 
Upon the hanck they sitting did c^py 
A daintie DamseU dressinjK of her heare, 

By whom a little skippet * Ho ting did app^.re^ 

She, them espying, loud to tliem gan call. 
Bidding them nigher draw unto the shore j 
For she had cause to busie them withall ; 
And tberewitli lowdly laugh t : But nathemoie ^ 
Would they once tumej but kept on as afore : 
Which when slic saw, she left her lockes undight,® 

* Assay ^ pursuit. * Skippel, skiiT. 

' Meni^^ honored* ^ Xulkemor^f none the more. 

' FUi^y Ao&t ^ Undigki^ tindiened, iooeelj flowing. 



"bj Juno not to gr<Te her a resting-place, by which oBlh lht« tilond wa* 
t;tot doemed to bo bound. Hence the imme of Ddo9^ which 10 a Qre«k 
Wordf meantng m/iniffsi. 

XrV. 3. — Oni. &f tko^c mm€ hJajifh*^ This wta the inland to whieh 
Guy on hfid been carried bj Fbasdriaj u3 deeerihed in the »i^th «&nto. 
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And ruimmg to ber boat witbouten ore, 

From the departing land it launched light, 
And after them did drive with all her power and mi^bL 

XVI. 

Whom overtaking, she in merry sort 

Them gan to bord,^ and purpose diverdy * ; 

Now faining dalliaunce and wanton sport. 

Now throwing forth lewd wordes immodestly ; 

Till that the Palmer gan M bitterly 

Her to rebuke for being loose and light : 

Which not abiding, but more scomfuUy 

Scoffing at him that did her iustly wite,^ 
She tumd her bote about, and fixun them rowed quite. 
XVII. 

That was the wanton Phaedria, which late 

Did ferry him over the Idle Lake : 

Whom nought regarding they kept on thdr gate,^ 

And all her vaine allurements did forsake ; 

When them the wary Boteman thus bespake ; 

" Here now behoveth us well to avyse,* 

And of our safety good heede to take ; 

For here before a perlous ^ passage lyes, 
Where many Mermayds haunt making fiJse mekxlies : 
XVIII. 

<^ But by the way there is a great Quicksand, 

And a Whirlepoole of hidden ieopardy ; 

* Bord, accoft. ' * Gate, way. 

* Purpose diverdy, speak of van- * Jhnfse, consider. 

oua things. * Perlous, perilous. 

' ITtte, blame. 



XV. 7.— Withnaen are,J This boat, it wiU be lenembered, 
moved by taming a pin. See canto VI. stanxa V. 
XVII. 1. — Which UUe.] See canto VI. 
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Therefore, Sir Palmer, keepe an even hand ; 
For twixt th«n both the narrow way doth ly." 
Scarse had he saide, when hard at hand they spy 
That Quicksand nigh with water covered ; 
But by the checked ^ wave they did descry 
It plaine, and by the sea discoloured : 

It called was the Quickesand of Unthriftyhed. 
XIX. 
They, passing by, a goodly ship did see 
Laden from far with preckxis merchandize, 
And bravely iiimished as ship might bee. 
Which through great disaventure, or mesprize,^ 
Herselfe had ronne into that hazardize^ ; 
Whose mariners and merchants with much toyle 
Laboured in vaine to have recur'd ^ their prize. 
And the rich wares to save from pitteous spoyle ; 

But neither toyle nor travel might her backe recoyle. 
XX. 
On th' other side they see that perilous Pode, 
That called was the Whirlepoole of Decay ; 
In which iiill many had with haplesse doole ^ 
Beene suncke, of whom no memorie did stay : 
Whose circled waters rapt with whiriing sway, 
Like to a restlesse wheele, still ronning round. 
Did covet, as they passed by that way. 
To draw their bote within the utmost ^ bound 

Of his wide labyrinth, and then to have them dround. 

^ Chukedy oheokeied. * Recur' dy reooTend. 

* MesprixAy mistake. ^ DooUf sorrow. 

' Htaairdiuy hazardoiis sitnation. * Utmotlt outmost 



XIX. 9. — JiHgkt her hadu recmf^.'l Might cause her to go baek, or 
be removed off the quicksand. 
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XXI. 

But tb' beedfiil Boteman stiongly fixth did stretch 
His brawnie annes, and all his bodie straine. 
That th' utmost sandy breach they shortly fetch, 
Whiles the dredd daunger does behind remaine. 
Suddeme they see fixun midst of all the maine 
The surging waters like a mountaine rise, 
And the great sea, puft up with proud disdaine. 
To swell above the measure of his guise, 
As threatning to devoure all that his powre despise. 

XXU. 
The waves come rollmg, and the billowes roie 
Outragiously, as ^ they ouaged were. 
Or wrathfull Neptune did them drive before 
His whiriing charet for exceedmg feare ; 
For not one pufie of winde there did appeaie ; 
That all the three thereat woxe much afrayd, 

Unweeting^ what such honour straunge did reare.' J 

Eftsoones^ they saw an hideous boast arrayd j 

Of huge seannonsters, such as living smce dismayd : 

XXIII. 
Most ugly shapes and hoirible asptets, 
Such as dame Nature selfe mote feare to see, 
Or shame,^ that ever should so fowle defects 
From her most cunning hand escaped bee ; 
All dreadfoU pourtraicts of defcnmitee : 

^ ./flf , M if. * lifUooMMy immediatelj. 

' Vhwtetingy unknowing. * Shamty be ashamed. 

* Aaert, raise, make. 



XXI. 3.— Tint tK ytmast sandy hreaekj &e.] They come to the 
outside or extreme edge of the quicksand, which is called a ** sandy 
breach," because the sea breaks over it 

XXI. 8. — Tke meatwe qf his guiseJ] Its usual or average lefel. 
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Spring-headed hydros ; and sea-shouldring whales, 
Groat whiripooles, which all fishes make to flee ; 
Bright scolopendraes annd with silver scales ; 

Mighty monoceros with imm^isured ^ tayles ; 
XXIV. 
The droadfbl fish, that hath des^Vd the name 
Of Death, and like him lodges m droadfiill hew; 
The griesly wassennan, that makes his game 
The flying ships with swiftnes to pursew ; 
The horrible sea-satyro, that doth shew 
His fearefiill face in time of groatest storaie ; 
Huge ziflSus, whom mariners eschew 
No lesse than rockes, as travellers informe ; 

And greedy rosmarines with visages defonne : 

^ /miiMMMratf, immeaionble. 



XXm. 6. — Spring-headed kydres,"] Hydras with heads ipiiiigiiii^ 
firom their bodies. 

XXUI. 6. — Sea^atouidringwkaU$.^ So called from the qoantity of 
water they di^lace in moving. 

XXIll. 7. — Great whirlpooles.] Whirlpool, a large fish of the whale 
kind ; a general name, like Umaihan, for any large fish. 

XXIll. 8. — 9coloptndirae8.'\ Seolopendra is the name of the centi- 
pede , and is also applied to a sevflsh resembling it. 

XXIII. 9. — Monoceros.'] The sea-onicom, or perhi^ the sword- 
fish. The word is a Greek one, meaning * one-homed.' 

XXIV .l.^The dreadfvlfigh.'] This is the Walrus, or Morse, {Mart 
being the Latin for deaik^ a marine quadruped found in the polar 
regions. 

XXIV. 3. — T%e griedy wasgerman.'] This is an imaginary monster 
supposed to dwell in the sea, in the shape of a man. 

XXIV . 5. — HorribU sea-tatyre.] This fish, too, is a creature of the 
&noy. 

XXIV. 7. — Hugez^vs.'] Probably Xipkias, which is the swords 
fish. Olaus Magnus, however, describes under the name of Zffius a 
huge and formidable fish, which, as he truly says, is like nothing else. 

XXIV. 9. — Greedy rosmarines,] This is an imaginary sea-animal 
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XXV. 

AU these, and thousand thousands many more, 
And more deformed monsters thousand fold, 
With dreadfiill noise and hdlow rombling rare 
Came rushing, in the fomj waves enndd,^ 
Which seem'd to fly for feare them to behold : 
Ne wonder, if these did the Knight appall; 
For all that here on earth we dreadfull hdd, 
Be but as bugs to fearen ^ babes withall. 

Compared to the creatures in the seas entrall.' 
XXVI. 
" Feare nought," then saide the Palrn^ well avix'd, 
^' For these same monsters are not these in deed. 
But are into these feareM shapes disguiz'd 
By that same wicked Witch, to worke us dreed, 
And draw fixun on this ioumey to proceed.'^ 
Tho,^ lifting up his vertuous staffe oa bye. 
He smote the sea, which calmed was with speed. 
And all that dreadfiill armie &st gan flye 

Into great Tethys bosome, where they hidden lye. 
XXVU. 
Quit fixun that danger fc»rth thdr course they kept; 
And as they went they heard a nieiiill cry 
Of one that wayld and pitdiiilly wept, 
That through the sea th' resounding plaints did fly : 

■ Enrddy enveloped. ' EntrdU, entrails, depthi. 

* Fflorin, frighten. « Tko, then. 



deeeribed by Ol&oi Biagnoi. One of its accomplishments is that of 
climbing with its teeth to the top of rocks, to feed upon the dew, 
whence its name, from mot, dew, and marimu, marine. 

XXVI.4.— IFtdkMilFttdk.] Acrasia. 

XXVI. 5. — JhuL draw fiam^ &c.] * And draw us from proceeding 
on onr jonmey.' 
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At last they in an Island did espy 
A seemely ^ Maiden, sitting by the shoie, 
That with great scmtow and sad agony 
Seemed some great misfortune to deplcne, 

And lowd to them for succour called evermore, 
xxvm. 
Which Guyon hearing, streight his Palmer bad 
To stere the bote towards that dolefull Mayd, 
That he might know and ease her sorrow sad : 
Who, him avizing better, to him sayd ; 
^' Faire Sir, be not displeasd if disobayd : 
For ill it were to hearken to her cry ; 
For she is inly nothing Dl apayd * ; 
But onely womanish fine forgery, 

Tour stubbcmie hart t' affect with fraile infirmity : 
XXIX. 
" To which when she your courage ^ hath inclind 
Through foolish pitty, then her guileiiill bayt 
She will embosome deeper in your mmd, 
And far your rume at the last awayt." 
The Knight was ruled, and the Boteman strayt 
Held on his course with stayed ^ stediastnesse, 
Ne ever shrcmcke, ne ever sought to bayt * 
Wis tiyed amies for toylesome wearinesse : 

But with his oares did sweepe the watiy wildemesse. 
XXX. 
And now they nigh approched to the sted ® 
Whereas those Mermayds dwelt : It was a still 
And calmy bay, on th' one side sheltered 

> Seemdy, comely. * Stayed^ constant. 

' lU apayd, distressed. * Bayt, rest. 

* Courage, heart, mind. * Sud, place. 
12* 
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With the brode shadow of an hoaiie bill ; 

On th' other side an high rocke toured sdll, 

That twat them both a pleasaunt port they made, 

And did like an halfe theatre fulfill : 

There those five Sisters had continuall trade/ 

And usd to bath themselves in that deceiptfiiU shade. 
XXXI. 
They were faire Ladies, till they fondly striv'd 
With th' Heliconian Maides for maystery ; 
Of whom they over-comen were deprived 
Of their proud beautie, and th' one raoyity 
Transform'd to fish for their bold surquedry * ; 
But th' upper halfe their hew retayned still, 
And their sweet skill in wonted melody ; 
Which ever after they abusd to ill, 

T' allure weake traveillers, whom gotten they did kill. 
XXXII. 
So now to Gruyon, as he passed by, 
Their pleasaunt tunes they sweetly thus applyde ; 
" O thou fayre sonne of gentle Faery, 
That art in mightie armes most magnifyde 
Above all Knights that ever batteill tryde, 
O tume thy rudder hetherward awhile : 

> Trade, occupation, employment. * Surquedry, insolence. 



XXX. 7.— An kdlft theatre fittfiU.] < And did enclose the whole, like 
an amphitheatre.' 

XXXI. 1. — Faire Ladies.'] These are the sirens of mythology, who 
were, however, three in number. Spenser makes them five, to cor- 
respond with the five senses. They were also shaped partly like 
women, and partly like birds, and not like mermaids, as is here 
represented. Some say that they contended with the muses in singing, 
who vanquished them and deprived them of their wings ; but there is 
nothing in mythology about the <* sea-change " which Spenser gives to 
them. 



Digitized by 



Google 



G. Xn. THE TAEBIB RUBENS. 139 

Here may thy storme-bett yessell safely ryde ; 

This is the Port of rest from troublous toyle, 
The worldes sweet Tn ^ from paine and wearisome tuimoj^e.'' 
xxxm. 

With that the rolliug sea, resounding soft, 

In his big base them fidy answered ; 

And on the rocke the waves breaking aloft 

A solemne meane '^ unto them measured ; 

The whiles sweet zephyrus lowd whisteled 

His treble, a straunge kmde of hamumy ; 

Which Guyons senses softly tickeled, 

That he the Boteman bad row easily, 
And let him heare some part of their rare melody. 
XXXIV. 

But him the Palmer from that vanity 

With temperate advice discounselled, 

That they it past, and shortly gan descry 

The land to which their course they levelled ^ ; 

When suddenly a grosse fog over spred 

With his dull vapour all that desert has. 

And heavens chearefiiU face enveloped, 

That all things one, and one as nothing was, 
And this great universe seemd one conftised mas. 
XXXV. 

Thereat they gready were disroayd, ne wist* 

How to direct theyr way in daricenes wide, 

But feard to wander in that wastefiill mist, 

For t(»nbling into mischiefe unespyde : 

Worse is the daunger hidden then * descride. 

» In, resting-place. * MeatUf tenor. » LeedUd^ aimecL 
* IFMt, know. » 2%en,than. 



XXXV. 4. — For tembUng.l Lest they should tomble or fall. 
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Sudddnly an innumerable flight 

Of hannefiill fowles about them fluttering cride, 

And with their wicked wings them ofte did smight, 
And sore annoyed, groping in that griesly night. 
XXXVI. 

Even all the nation of unfortunate 

And fiitaU birds about them flocked were, 

Such as by nature men abhorre and hate ; 

The ill-faste ^ owle, deaths dreadfiill messengere ; 

The hoars nightHuven, trump of dolefiiU drere^; 

The lether-wmged batt, dayes enimy ; 

The ruefijll strich,^ still waitmg on the here ^ ; 

The whistler shrill, that whoso heares doth dy ; 
The hellish harpyes, prophets of sad destmy : 
XXXVII. 

All those, and all that els does horror breed. 

About them flew, and 61d their sayles with feare ; 

Yet stayd they not, but forward did proceed. 

Whiles th' one did row, and th' other stifly * steare, 

Till diat at last the weadier gan to cleare. 

And the &ire land itselfe did- playnly show. 

Said then the Palmer ; " Lo ! where does appeare 

The sacred ® soile where all our perills grow ! 
Therefore, Sir Knight, your ready arms about you throw." 
xxxvni. 

He hearimed, and his armes about him tooke. 

The whiles the nimble bote so well her sped, 

That with her crooked keele the land she strooke : 

1 lOrfasU^ ill-fiioed. « Bare, bier. 

' Drere, foiTow. * ^^^2^} resolutely. 

3 Striek, the soreech-owl. ^ Sacred, cursed, or, perhi^M, enchanted. 



XXXV II. 2. — FiU their sayles with feare.] A bold metaphor, like 
Milton's 

** Built in th' eclipse and rigged with curses dark.", 
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TlieD forth the noble Guyoa sallied^ 
And hb sage Pahner that him governed ; 
But th' other by his bote behind did stay. 
They marched fayrly forth, of nought ydred/ 
Both fiimely aimd for every hard assay. 

With constancy and care, gainst daunger and dismay. 
XXXIX. 
£re long they heard an hideous bellowing 
Of many beasts, that roard outrageously. 
As if that hungers poynt or Venus sting 
Had them enraged with fell surquedry ^ ; 
Yet nought they feard, but past on hardily, 
Untill they came in vew of those wilde beasts, 
Who all attonce, gaping iiill greedily. 
And rearing fercely their upstaring ^ crests. 

Ran towards to devoure those unexpected guests. 
XL. 
But, soone as they approcbt with deadly threat, 
The Palmer over them his staffe upheld, 
His mighty stafie, that could all charmes defeat : 
Eftesoones ^ their stubbome corages were queld, 
And high advaunced crests downe meekely feld ^ ; 
Instead of fraying ^ they themselves did feare. 
And trembled, as them passing they beheld : 

* Ydred^ afraid. « EJUsoanes, instantly. 

* Surquedry, insolence. ^ Fdd, were felled, 

' Upstaring, high-advanced. ' Fraying, terrifying. 



XL. 2. — His sUifft uphdd.'\ In the fifteenth book of the Jenualem 
Delivered, (from which Spenser has drawn some of the incidents and 
descriptions of this canto,) the knights Charles and Ubaldo encounter 
various wild beasts on their way to the Gktrdens of Annida, which are 
rendered harmless by holding a charmed rod over them. The virtues 
of this staff express that power over the inferior appetites, which springs 
firom habits of temperance and self-control. 
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Such wondrous powre did m that staflb appeare, 
AU monsters to subdew to him that did it beare. 
XU. 
Of that same wood it fram'd was cunninglj. 
Of which Caduceus whilome ^ was made, 
Caduceus, the rod of Mercuiy, 
With which he wonts the Stygian reahnes invade 
Through ghastly horror and eteroall shade ; 
Th' infemall feends with it he can asswage, 
And Orcus tame, whome nothing can persuade, 
And rule the Furyes when they most doe rage : 
Such yertue in his staffe had eke this Pahn» sage. 
XLU. 
Thence passing forth, they shordy doe anyve 
Whereas the Bowre of Blisse was situate ; 
A place pickt out by choyce of best alyve. 
That natures worke by art can imitate : 
In which whatever in this worldly state 
Is sweete and pleasmg unto living sense. 
Or that may dayntest* fantasy aggrate, ^ 
Was poured forth with plentifiill dispence,* 
And made thero to abound with lavish affluence. 
XLIII. 
Goodly it was enclosed rownd about, 
As well their entred guestes to keep within, 
As those unruly beasts to hold without ; 
Yet was the fence thereof but weake and thin ; 
Nought feard their force that fordlage * to win, 

> WkUomey formerly. * Dispenee, ezpenie. 

* DaynUstj daintiest, moit delicate. * FortUage^ fbrtreM. 
' AggraUy delight. 



XLIII. 5. — Jiought feard, &c.] Their forces did not apprehend 
(Anger from the assault of any power, except the power of wisdom and 
the might of temperance. 
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But Wisedomes powre, and Temperaunces mij^ty 

By which the mightiest things effi)iced bin ^ : 

And eke the gate was wrought of substaunce Uj^ 
Rather for pleasure then for battery or fight 
XLIV. 

Yt iiramed was of precious yvory, 

That se^nd a worke of admirable witt; 

And therdn all the fiimous history 

Of lason and Medaea was 3rwritt ; 

Her mighty chaimes, her fiirious loving fitt ; 

His goodly conquest of the golden fleece, 

His falsed fiiyth, and love too lightly flitt^ ; 

The wondred ^ Argo, which in venturous peece 
First through the Eu^e seas bore all the flowr of Greece. 
XLV. 

Ye might have scene the fipothy billowes try * 

Under the ship as thorough them she went. 

That seemd the waves were into yvory, 

Or yvory into the waves were sent ; 

And otherwhere ^ the snowy substaunce sprent ^ 

With vermeil,^ like the boyes blood therem shed, 

1 Bin, been, are. ^ Othenohare, in another plaoe. 

* FUU, departed. « Sprenif sprinkled. 

* Wondred, wondered at or admired. "^ Vermeil, Termilion. 

* Fry, foam. 



XLIV. 1.— - nt framed toas, &c.] Tbmo describes the gates of the 
palace of Armida as being of silver, on which were wrought the stories 
of Hercules and lole, and of Antony and Cleopatra. — Jer. Del., canto 
XVI. 

XLIV. 8. — in venturous peece.] Peece was formerly used to desig- 
nate a castle, or any large structure. Hence it is here applied to a 
ship. 

XLV. 6.— 7%e boyes Hood.] Medea put to death the children she 
had by Jason, and presented Creusa, the destined wife of Jason, with 
an enchanted garment, which consumed her to ashes. 
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A pheous spectacle did represent ; 
And otherwhiles with gold besprinkeled 

Tt seemed th' eochaimted flame, which did Cr&isa wed. 
XLVL 
All this and uKxre might m that goodly gate 
Be red, that ever open stood to all 
Which thether came : but in the porch there sate 
A comely personage of stature taU, 
And semblaunce pleasmg, more then naturall, 
That trayeilers to him seemd to entize ; 
His looser garment to the ground did M, 
And flew about his heeles in wanton wize, 

Not fitt for speedy pace or manly exercise. 
XLVU. 
They in that place him Genius did call : 
Not that celestiall Powre, to whom the care 
Of life, and generation of all 
That lives, pertemes m charge particulare, 
Who wondrous things concerning our wel&re, 
And straunge phantomes, doth lett us ofte foresee, 
And ofte of secret ills bids us beware : 
That is our Selfe, whom though we do not see, 

Yet each doth in himselfe it well perceiye to bee : 
XLVUI. 
Therefore a god him sage Antiquity 
Did wisely make, and good Agdistes call : 

XLVU. 1. — Gemus.] Thie personage, called Gmtttf, represents wbst 
is called the geniiu of the placOi and is here a loose reveler. The ^ ce- 
lestiall Powre " is that genius or spirit which the ancients supposed 
was assigned to each individual, to watch over him, of which the 
" demon " of Socrates is an example. 

XLVIl.a— OurScZ/fl.] Our soul. 

XLVUI. 2, —Agdistes.] Agdistes was a name given by the Greeki 
to the genius or demon. He was a being of a double sex, bom, some 
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But this same was to that quite contrary, 

The foe of life, that good envies to all, 

That secretly doth us procure to &11 

Through guilefull semblants,^ which he makes us see: 

He of this Crardin had the govemall,^ 

And Pleasures Porter was devizd to bee, 
Holding a staffe in hand for noore formalitee. 
XLIX. 

With diverse flowres he damtily was deckt, 

And strowed lownd about ; and by his side 

A mighty mazer ^ bowle of wine was sett. 

As if it had to him bene sacrifide ; 

Wherewith all new-come guests he gratyfide : 

So did he eke Sir Gruyon passmg by ; 

But he his ydle curtesie defide, 

And overthrew hb bowle disdainiiilly, 
And broke hb staffe, with which he charmed semblants sly. 

L. 

Thus b^g entred, they behold arownd 

A large and spacious plaine, on every side 

Stiowed with pleasauns^ ; whose fajrre grassy giownd 

Manded with greene, and goodly beautifide 

With all the ornaments of Floraes pride, 

Wherewith her mother Art, as halfe in scome 

Of niggard Nature, like a pompous bride 

* SemhUmttf phantoms, appeanncet. * OavemaUf goTemment 

* Mazer, made of maple. * PUaaauns, objects inspiring pleasure. 

■ay of Jupiter and Terra, and others, of Jupiter and a woman into 
whom the Rock Agdus had been changed, which rock supplied the 
fragments which Deucalion and Pyrrha used in repeoplmg the world. 

XLIX. 9. '- He ckarmed semblaniM sly.] * He conjured up thin phan- 

f 

VOL. u. 13 
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Did decke her, and too lavishly adome. 

When forth fixun virgin bowre she comes m th' eaily ooocne. 

U. 
Thereto ^ the heavens alwayes joviall 
Lookte on them lovely, still in stediast state, 
Ne suffied storme nor frost on them to fall, 
Their tender buds or leaves to violate ; 
Nor scorching heat, nor cold mtemperate, 
T' afflict the creatures which therein did dwell ; 
But the roilde ayre with season moderate 
Gently attempred, and disposd so well. 

That sdU it breathed forth sweet spirit^ and holesom smell : 

UI. 
More sweet and holesome then the pleasaont hill 
Of Rhodope, on which the nimphe, that bofe 
A gyaunt babe, herselfe hr griefe did kiU ; 
Or the Thessalian Tempe, where of yore 
Fayre Daphne Phoebus hart with love did gore ; 
Or Ida, where the gods lov'd to repayre, 
Whenever they thdr heavenly bowres ibrlore * ; 
Or sweet Pamasse, the haunt of Muses fayre ; 

Or Eden selfe, if ought with Eden noote compayre. 

UII. 
Much wondred Guyon at the fayre Bspkct 
Of that sweet place, y^ suffled no delight 

> T%ereUf^ alio. ' Spirit^ breath. > Forlore^ fisnook. 



LII. 2. — €f Rkodape,] Rhodope was the wife of Hemos, king of 
Thrace, and was changed into the mountain of the same name. She 
had by Neptune the giant Athoa, afterwards changed into a monn- 
tain of the same name. 1 presume that Rhodope is the * nimphe * men- 
tioned in the text, but 1 can find no account of her killing herself foi 
grief. 
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To ^cke into his sence, nor mmd affect; 

But passed forth, and lookt still forward right, 

Biydling his will and maystering ^ his might : 

TiU that he came imto another gate : 

No gate, but like one, being goodly dight^ 

With bowes and braunches, which did bioad dilate 

Th^ claspmg armes in wanton wreathings intricate : 
LTV. 
So fiishioned a porch with rare device, 
Archt over head with an embracing vme. 
Whose bounches hanging downe seemd to entice 
All passers-by to taste their lushious wine, 
And did themselves into their hands incUne, 
As freely offering to be gathered ; 
Some deepe empurpled as the hyacme,^ 
Some as the rubine"^ laughing sweetely red. 

Some like iaire emeraudes,^ not yet well ripened : 
LV. 
And them amongst some were of bumisht gdd, 
So made by art to beautify the rest. 
Which did themselves emongst the leaves enfidd, 
As luiking from the vew of covetous guest. 
That the weake boughes with so rich load opprest 
Did bow adowne as overi)urdened. 
Under that porch a comely Dame did rest 
Clad in fayre weedes ® but fowle disordered. 

And garments loose that seemd unmeet tar womanhed : 
LVI. 
In h^ left hand a cup of gold she held. 
And with her right the riper fruit did reach, 

' Maytieringf oontroUing. ^ RubiiUf ruby. 

* Dight^ adorned. * ETneraudes, emeralds. 

' Hyaanej hyaointhi or jacinth. * Weedes, dotbea. 
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Whose sapp7 liquor, that with fiihiesse swdd, 
Into her cup she scruzd ^ with daintie breach 
Of her fine fingers, without fowle onpeach,^ 
That so faire winepresse made the wme more sweet: 
Thereof she usd to give to drinke to each. 
Whom passing by she happened to meet : 

It was her guise all straung^rs goodly so to greet 
LVn. 
So she to (juyon offied it to tast ; 
Who, takmg it out of her tender hcxid, 
The cup to ground did violently cast. 
That all in peeces it was broken fond,' 
And with the liquor stained all the Icxid : 
Whereat Sxcesse exceedmly was wioth, 
Tet no'te^ the same amend, ne yet withstODd, 
But suflfered him to passe, all ^ were she bth ; 

Who, nought regarding her displeasure, fi)rward goCh. 
Lvra. 
There the most damtie paradise on ground 
Itselfe doth offer to his sober eye. 
In which all pleasures plenteously abownd, 
And none does others happinesse envye ; 
The painted flowres ; the trees upshooting bye ; 
The dales for shade ; the hilles for breathing space ; 
The trembling groves ; the christall running by ; 

> iSenczdi sqoeexed. ' Empeaehf injuiy, or dufigoiement. 
' Fandj found. * Jfo'U, could not. * AU^ Blthongh. 



LVI. 5.— WUhovi fnde empeach.} She pressed the fruit bo deli- 
cately with her fkir fingen that there was nothing distasteful or offen- 
sive in the sight. 

LVIII. l.^TherB tke most, Ac,] Compare TajMo, Jer. Del., canto 
XVI. stanxas IX. X. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C. Xn. THE FAERIE ^UEENE. 149 

And, tbat which all feire workes doth most aggrace,^ 
The art, which all that wrought, appeared m no place. 
JLIX. 
One would have thought, (so cunningly the rude 
And scorned partes were mingled with the fine,) 
That Nature had for wantcHiesse ensude' 
Art, and that Art at Nature did repine ; 
So strivmg each th' other to undermine. 
Each did the others worke more beautify ; 
So differing both in willes agreed in fine^ : 
So all agreed, through sweete diversity, 
This Grardin to adome with all variety. 
LX. 
And in the midst of all a fbuntaine stood, 
Of richest substance that on earth might bee, 
So pure and shiny that the silver flood 
Through every channell running one might see ; 
Most goodly it with curious ymageree 
Was over-wrought, and shapes of naked boyes. 
Of which some seemd with lively iollitee 
To fly about playing thdr wanton toyes,^ 
Whylest others did themselves embay ^ in liquid loyes. 
LXl. 
And over all of purest gold was spred 
A trayle of yvie in his native hew ; 
For the rich metall was so coloured. 
That wight, who did not well avis'd it vew, 

' ^gg^^^^f gi^o grace to. ^ Toyes, iporti. 

' Ejuude, followed, or imitated. ^ Embay, bathe. 

* Infine, in the end. 



LXI. 4. — T%at tnghtf &c.] < That any one who did not yiew it with 
attention.* 

13* 
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Would surely deeme it to bee yvie tpew : 
Low his lascivious annes adown did creepe, 
That themselves dippmg m the silv^ dew 
Their fleecy flowres they fearefiilly did steepe, 

Which drops of chrbtall seand for wantOQes to weep. 
LXII. 
Infinit streames continually did well ^ 
Out of this fountaine, sweet and £ure to see, 
The which into an ample laver fell, 
And shortly grew to so great quantitie, 
That like a litle lake it seemd to bee ; 
Whose depth exceeded not three cubits bight, 
That through the waves one might the bottom see, 
All pav'd beneath with jaspar shining bright, 

That seemd the fountaine in that sea did sayle upri^t. 
Lxm. 
And all the margent round about was sett 
With shady laurell trees, thence to defend' 
The sunny beames which on the billowes bett. 
And those which therein bathed mote ofl^d. 
As GuycHi hapned by the same to wend,^ 
Two naked Damzelles he theiem espyde, 
Which therein bathing seemed to contend 
And wrestle wantonly, ne car'd to hyde 

Their dainty partes fixxn vew of any which them eyd. 
LXIV. 
Sometimes the one would lift the other quight 
Above the waters, and then downe againe 

> WeU, flow. > Dtfend, keep off. * Wmd, go. 



LXni. 6. — Two naked DamzelUs, &c.] The incident of the dain- 
■eb bathing in the fountain is taken from Tasto, Jer. Del., canto XV. 
Many of the itanxaa are doeely imitated fit>m the Italian. 
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Her ploDg, as OYOHaiaystered by might, 
Where both awhile would covered remaine. 
And each the other fixMn to rise restraine ; 
The whiles their snowy limbes, as through a vele. 
So through the christall waves appeared plaine : 
Then suddeinly both would themselves unhele,^ 

And th' amorous sweet spoiles to greedy eyes revele. 
LXV. 
As that faire starre, the messenger of mome, 
Hb deawy fiice out of the sea doth reare : 
Or as the Cyprian goddesse, newly borne 
Of th' ocean's iruitfiill finoth, did first appeare : 
Such seemed they, and so their yellow heare 
Christalline humor dropped downe apace. 
Whom such when Guyon saw, he drew him neare, 
And somewhat gan relent ^ his earnest pace ; 

His stubbome brest gan secret pleasaunce to embrace. 
LXVI. 
The wanton Maidens him espymg, stood 
Grazing awhile at his unwonted guise ; 
Then th' one herselfe low ducked m the flood, 
Abasht that her a straunger did avise ^ : 
But th' other rather higher did arise. 
And her two lilly paps aloft displayd, 
And all, that might his melting hart entjrse 

^ XhkeUy expose. * RdaU, Blacken. ' j^vtM, pexceire. 



LXV. 1.— j3f that faire starrer &c.] 

" As when the morning star escaped and fled • 

From greedy wavei with dewy beams upflies; 
Or as the queen of love, new-bom and bred 
Of th' ocean's fhutfia froth did first arise." 

Faibt ax's Tasbo, canto XV. stanza LX. 
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To her delights, she unto him bewrayd ; 

The rest, hidd underneath, him more desirous made. 
LXVII. 
With that the other likewise up arose, 
And her &ire lockes, which formerly were bownd 
Up in one knott, she low adowne did lose. 
Which flowmg long and thick her cloth'd arownd, 
And th' yrorie in golden mantle gownd * : 
So that &ire spectacle fiom him was reft,' 
Yet that which reft' it no lesse faire was fownd : 
So hidd in lockes and waves fixMn lookers theft, 

Nou^t but her lovely &ce she for his looking left. 

Lxvra. 
Withall she laughed, and she blusht withall. 
That blushing to her laughter gave more grace. 
And laughter to her blushing, as did M.' 
Now when they spyde the Knight to slacke his pace 
Them to behold, and in his sparkling &ce 
The secrete signes of kindled lust appeare. 
Their wanton merriments they did encreace. 
And to him beckned to approch more neare. 
And shewd him many sights that corage^ cold could reare ^ : 
LXIX. 
On which when gazing him the Palmer saw. 
He much rebukt those wandring eyes of his. 
And counseld well him forward thence did draw. 
Now are they come nigh to the Bowre of Blis, 
Of her fond favorites so nam'd amis ; 
When thus the Palmer ; " Now, Sir, well avise ^ ; 

> Chwndy enclosed. * Corage^ heart, mind. 

■ Reft, taken awaj. » Rearej raise, exhilarate. 

> Fall, befidl, or happen. * ^Ovise^ reflect 
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For here the end of all CNir travail b: 

Here wonnes ^ Acrasia, whom we must surprise, 

Eb she will slip away, and all our drifts despise." 
LXX. 
Efboones ' they heard a most melodious sound, 
Of all that mote deUght a damtie eare, 
Such as attonce mi^t not on living ground, 
Save in this paradise, be heard elsewhere: 
Right hard it was for wig^t which did it heare. 
To read ^ what manner musicke that mote bee ; 
For all that pleasing is to livmg eare 
Was there consorted in one haimonee ; 

Birdes, voices, instruments, windes, waters, all agree : 
LXXI. 
The ioyous birdes, shrouded in chearefiiU shade, 
Thdr notes unto the voice attempred sweet ; 
Th' angelicall soft tremblmg voyces made 
To th' instruments divine respondence meet ; 
The silver-soundmg instruments did meet 
With the base murmure of the waters &11 ; 
The waters tall with difference discreet. 
Now soft, now loud, imto the wind did call ; • 

The gentle warblmg wind low answered to all. 
LXXIl. 
There, whence that musick seemed heard to bee, 
Was the fiure Witch herselfe now solacmg 

> Womtes^ dwells. ' EftsoofuSy immediately. 

' Dr^y aim, purpose. ^ Read, explain. 



LXX. 1. — EfUooneSy &e.] Nothing can be conceived of more ad- 
mirable than the rich and elaborate harmony of this and the succeeding 
stania. The same thought is contained in a stanza of Tasso ; but Spen- 
ser has greatly expanded and embellished it firom his own affluent 
&ncy. 
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With a new lover, whom, through satcexee 

And witchcraft, she fixxn fimre did thether bring: 

There she had him now laid a slombering 

In secrete shade after long wanton loyes ; 

Whilst round about them pleasauntly did ang 

Many faire ladves and lascivious boyes, 
That ever mixt their song with light licentious toyes.^ 
LXXIII. 

And all that while right over him she hong 

With her ialse^ eyes fast fixed m his sight, 

As seekmg medicine whence she was stong. 

Or greedily depasturing delight ; 

And oft inclining downe with kisses light. 

For feare of waking him, his lips bedewd, 

And through his humid eyes did sucke his spright, 

Quite molten into lust and pleasure lewd ; 
Wherewith she sighed soft, as if his case she rewd.' 
LXXIV. 

The whiles some one did chaunt this lovely lay ; 

Ah! iecy whoso fayre thing doestfaine to see,^ 

* Tbyw, ipoit. * Rewdf pitied. 

' iVi^ deceiying, or betnjing. ^ Fame to jm, gladly lee. 



LXXIII. 2. ~ Fixed in kis sight.^ * Fixed upon hit ejes.' 
LXXIV. l.^The whiles, &c.] The song which foUowi is tramlttMl 
from Tkno, Jer. Del., canto XVI. stanzas XIV. XV., where it is song 
hj a hird in a human voice. 1 have subjoined the two stanzas in the 
beautiibl yeraion of Fairfax, that the reader may compare them. 
<* The gentlj-budding rose, quoth she, behold, 
That first scant peeping forth with virgin beams, 
Half ope, half shut, her beauties doth unfold 
In their clear Leaves, and less seen, fairer seems; 
And after spreads them forth more broad and bold, 
Then languisheth and dies in last extremes ; 
Nor seems the same, that decked bed and bower 
Of many a lady, late, and paramour. 
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In tprmg in g fiowre the image of thy day! 
Ah ! see the tnrgin rose^ how sweetly she 
Doth first peepe foorth with bashfidl modeitee^ 
That fairer seemes the lesse ye see her may I 
JLo ! see soone after how more bold and free 
Her bared bosome she doth broad display ; 

Isol see soone after how she fades and falls away I 
LXXV. 
Sopasseih, in the passing of a day^ 
Ofmortall life the leafe, the bud^ the fiowre ; 
Ne more dothfiorish after first decay, 
That^ earst^ was sought to deck both bed and bowre 
Of many a lady, and many a paramowre ! 
Gather therefore the rose whUest yet is prime. 
For soone comes age that wtUher pride deflowre : 
Gather the rose of love whitest yet is time, 

WhUest loving thou mayst hved be with equaU crime? 
LXXVI. 
He ceast ; and then gan all the quire of birdes 
Their diverse notes t* attune unto his lay, 
As in appiDvaunce^ of his pleasing wordes. 

' That, that which. * With equaU crime, to an equal degnt. 
* Eartt, before. * Approwntnce, approval. 



" So, in the passing of a daj, doth pass 
The bud and blossom of the life of man, 
Nor ere doth flourish more, but like the grass 
Gut down, becometh withered, pale and wan; 
O gather then the rose while time thou hast. 
Short is the daj, done when it scant began ; 
Gather the rose of love, while yet thou may'st, 
Loving, be loved ; embracing, be embraced.*' 
LXXIY . 3. ~ 7^ imagt of thy day."] < The emblem of thy lifb.' 
LXXV. 6. — WhUest yet is prime.^ * While it is yet early.' 
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The constant ^ Payre heard all that he did say, 
Tet swanred not, but kept their fixrward way 
Through many covert groves and thickets dose, 
In which they creepmg did at last display^ 
That wanton Lady with her lover lose, 

Whose sleepie head she in her lap did soft dispose. 
LXXVII. 
Upon a bed of roses she was layd, 
As fsdnt through heat, or dight ^ to pleasant an ; 
And was arayd, or rather disarayd, 
An in a vele of silke and silver thin, 
That hid no whit her alablaster skin. 
But rather shewd more white, if more might bee : 
More subtile ^ web Arachne cannot spin ; 
Nor the fine nets, which oft we woven see 

Of sc(»ched deaw, do not in th' ayre more lightly flee. 
LXXVIII. 
Her snowy brest was bare to ready spoyle 
Of hungry eies, which n'ote * therewith be fild ; 
And yet through languour of her late sweet toyle, 
Few drops, mcwre cleare then nectar, forth distild, 
That like pure orient perles adowne it trild ® ; 
And her faire eyes, sweet smyling in delight, 
Moystened their fierie beames, with which she thrild ^ 

* Constantf resolate. * JfoUf could not 
■ Display f discover. • 2HW, flowed. 

• Dightf prepared. ' Tkrildj pierced. 
« SutftOe^thin. 



LXXVI. 8. — Fine netsJ] This alludes to the gossamer, which, 
when laden with dew-drope, falls to the ground, and is then observed 
from its sparkling in the sun. When it floats in the air, it is dry. 
Hence Spenier fiuicifully represents it as consisting of scorched or 
parched dew. 
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Fraile harts, yet quenched not ; like stany light, [bright. 

Which, sparcklmg on the silent waves, does seeme more 
LXXIX. 
The young man, sleeping by her, se^nd to be 
Some goodly swayne of honorable place ^ ; 
That certes * it great pitty was to see 
Him his nobility so fowle deface : 
A sweet regard and amiable grace. 
Mixed with manly stemesse, did appeaie, 
Yet sleeping, in his well-proportiond face ; 
And on his tender lips the downy heare 

Did now but freshly spring, and alken blossoms beaie. 
LXXX. 
JSs warlike armes, the ydle instruments 
Of sleeping praise, were hong upon a tree ; 
And his brave shield, fiiU of old moniments,^ 
Was fbwly ras't,^ that none the signes might see ; 
Ne for them ne for honour cared hee, 
Ne ought that did to his advauncement tend ; 
But in lewd loves, and wastfiill luxuree, 
Hb dayes, his goods, his bodie he did spend : 

O horrible enchantment, that him so did blend ^ 1 
LXXXI. 
The noble ISlfe and carefiiU Palmer drew 
So nigh them, minding nought but lustfiill game. 
That suddeme forth they on them rusht, and threw 
A subtile net, which aolj for that same 
The skilfiill Palmer fcvmally ^ did frame : 

> Plae6f rank. « Ras't, erased. 

' Cartes^ certainly. * Blend, blind. 

' Momments, marks, or memorials. ' Formally, eTpnmSj, 



LXXXI. 4.^ For that same.] < For that purpose.' 
VOL. n. 14 
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So held them under &st ; the whiles the rest 
Fled all away for feare of ibwler shame. 
The £ure Enchauntresse, so unwares opprest, 

Tiyde all her arts and all her sleights thence out to wrest ' ; 
LXXXII. 
And eke her lover strove ; but all in vaine : 
For that same net so cunningly was wound, 
That neither guile nor force might it distraine.^ 
They tooke them both, and both them stnxigly bound 
In captive bandes, which there they readie found : 
But her in chaines of adamant he tyde ; 
For nothing else might keepe her safe and sound : 
But Verdant (so he hight ^) he soone untyde, 

And counsell sage in steed thereof to him applyde. 
LXXXIII.- 
But all those pleasaunt bowres, and pallace brave/ 
GuycHi broke downe with rigour pittilesse : 
Ne ought their goodly workmanship might save 
Them fixMn the tempest of his wrathiidnesse, 
But that their blisse he tum'd to balefukiesse, 
Their groves he feld ; their gardins did deface ; 
Their arbers spoyle ; their cabinets ^ suppresse ; 
Their banket-houses bume ; their buildmgs race^ ; 

And, of the fayrest late, now made the fowlest place. 
LXXXIV. 
Then led they her away, and eke that Knight 
They with them led, both sorrowfiill and sad : 
The way they came, the same retoum'd they right, 
Till they arrived where they lately had 

' Wrestj eecape. * Brave, ikir, beaotifiil. 

* DtMtraine, rend. * Cabinets^ cottagei. 

* Hight, was called. * Raeey raze^ 
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Cbami'd those w3d beasts that rag'd with furie mad ; 

Which, now awaking, fierce at them gan fly, 

As in their Mistresse reskew, whom they lad ^ ; 

But them the Pahner soone did pacify. [did ly. 

Then Ghiyon askt, what meant those beastes which there 
LXXXV. 
Sayd he ; " These seeming beasts are men in deed, 
Whom this Enchauntresse hath transformed thus ; 
Whylome* her lovers, which her lustes did feed, 
Now tumed into figures hideous. 
According to their mindes like monstruous.'' 
" Sad end," quoth he, " of life intemperate. 
And moumeiiill meed of ioyes delicious ! 
But, Palmer, if it mote thee so aggrate,^ 

Let them retiimed be imto their former state." 
LXXXVI. 
Streightway he with his vertuous stafl^ them strooke, 
And streight of beastes they comely men became ; 
Yet being men they did unmanly looke. 
And stared ghastly ; some for inward shame, 
And some for wrath to see their captive Dame : 
But one above the rest in speciall ^ 
That had an hog beene late, bight ^ Grylle by name, 
Repyned greatly, and did him miscall • 

That had fixxn hoggish forme him brought to natural!. 

' Lad, led. ^ /n spedaU, eipeciallj. 

• Whyhme^ fonnerly. * Hight, called. 

' -%^a^i please. ' MisedU, abuse. 



LXXXVI. 7.— Eight Qnfile.'] In a dialogue by Plutarch, Gryllui, 
a companion of Ulysaea, who had been changed into a swine hj Circe, 
holds a conyeraation with him, and refuses to be restored to his human 
shape. 
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Lxxxvn. 
Saide Guyon ; '^ See tbe mind of beasdy man. 
That Lath so soone forgot the exceUence 
Of his creation, when he life began, 
That now he chooseth with vile difference 
To be a beast, and lacke intelligence ! " 
To whom the Palmer thus ; " The donghill kmde 
Delightes in' filth and fowle inccMitmence : 
Let Gryll be Giyll, and have his hoggish minde ; 
But let us hence depart whilest wether serves and wmde." 
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THE THIRDE BOOKE 



THE FAERIE QUEENE 

OOlfTATVnfG 

THE LXGSNB OF BBITOMABTU, OR C9 CBABim. 

M.T falls me here to write of Chastity, 
That fayrest vertue, far above the rest : 
For which what needes me fetch iiom Faery 
Forreine ensamples it to have exprest? 
Sith ^ it is shrined in my Soveraines brest. 
And fonnd so lively in each perfect part, 
That to all Ladies, which have it profest, 
Need but behold the pourtraict of her hart ; 
K pourtrayd it might bee by any livmg art : 
II. 
But living art may not least part expresse. 
Nor life-resembling pencill it can paynt : 
AlP were it Zeuxis or Praxiteles, 
His dsedale ^ hand would faile and greatly faynt, 

i Siihy mnoe. > m, although. * DmdaU^ ikilful. 



1. ].— /< falh me here to wriu of ChattUy.] The fuhjeet of thii 
book enables the poet, in hii introchictioa, to pay some delicate com* 
pliments to the *' Virgin Queen/* to whom it it addressed. 

14 # 
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And her perfections with his error taynt : 
Ne poets witt, that passeth painter farre 
In picturing the parts of beauty daynt,^ 
So hard a workemanship adventure daire, 

For fear through want of words her excellence to maiTB. 
III. 
How then shall I, apprentice of the skill 
That whilome ^ in divinest wits did rayne, 
Presume so high to stretch mine humble quill ? 
Yet now my luckelesse lott doth me constrayne 
Hereto periOrce : But, O dredd Soverayne, 
Thus far forth pardon, sith ^ that choicest witt 
Cannot your glorious pourtraict figure playne, 
Tliat I in colourd showes may shadow itt, 

And antique praises unto present persons fitt. 
IV. 
But if in living colours, and right hew, 
Thyselfe thou covet to see pictured. 
Who can it doe more lively, or more trew, 
Then ^ that sweete verse, with nectar sprinckded, 
In which a gracious servaunt pictured 
His Cynthia, his heavens fayrest light ? 
Tliat with his melting sweetnes ravished, 
And with the wonder of her beames bright, 

My sences lulled are in slomber of delight. 

* Dayntj dainty. ' SUk, since. 

« JVhilome J formerlj. * 7%«n, than. 



III. 4. — lAtckelesse lot.] Luckless, because he apprehends he shall 
not do justice to the subject. 

IV. 6. — A gracious servaunt.] This was Sir Walter Raleigh, who 
wrote a poem eulogizing Queen Elizabeth, called *< Cynthia." 
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V. 

But let that same delltious poet lend 
A little leave unto a rusticke Muse 
To sing his Mistresse prayse ; and let him mend, 
If ought amis her liking may abuse : 
Ne let his fa)nrost Cynthia refuse 
In minours more then ^ one herselfe to see ; 
But either Gloriana let her chuse, 
Or in Belphcebe fashioned to bee ; 
In th' one her rule, m th' other her rare chastitee. 
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CANTO I. 

Gayon encouDtreth Brittxnart: 

Fajre Florimell is chaced : 
Duetsaes traines and Malecas- 

taee champions are deftced. 

1. 
The feroous Briton Pmice and Faery Knight, 
After long ways and perilous paines endur'd, 
Having their weary limbes to perfect plight 
Restord, and sory wounds right well recur'd. 
Of the (aire Alma greatly were procured ^ 
To make there lenger ^ soioume and abode ; 
But, when thereto they might not be allur'd 
From seeking praise and deeds of armes abrode, 
They courteous cong6 ^ tooke, and forth together yode.^ 
II. 
But the captiv'd Acrasia he sent, 
Because of traveill long, a nigher way, 

' Jhroatr'd^ entreated. ' Cim^, ftrewelL 

■ Lenger J longer. * Yode^ went 



Arg. 3. — Malecastaes.'] The meaning of the word Maleeatfa (on- 
chaste) expresses the vice which she typifies. 

1. 1. — The famous Briton Prince.] The narratire is resomed from 
the second book. Prince Arthur remained in the house of Ahna till 
the wounds he had received in his encounter with Maleger were healed. 
Sir GujoU) after destroying the Bower of Bliss, returned to the house 
of Alma, fW>m which he and Prince Arthur now set forth. Sir Guyon 
has provided himself with a new steed, in place of his own, which had 
been stolen, but we are not informed how. 
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With a strong gard, all reskew to prevent. 
And her to Faeiy Court safe to convay ; 
That her fcx witnes of his hard acsay 
Unto his Famy Queene be might present: 
But he himselfe betooke anotfa^ way. 
To make more triall of his hardiment,^ 
And seek adventures, as he with Prince Arthuie went 

III. 
Long so they traveiled through wastoA^U w^yes, 
Where daungers dwelt, and perils most did woone,' 
I To hunt for glory and renowmed prajrse : 
Full many countreyes they did overroone, 
From the uprising to the setting sunne, 
And many hard adventures did atchieve ; 
Of all the which they lK>nour ever wonne, 
Seeking the weake oppressed to relieve, 
And to recover right for such as wrong did grieve. 

IV. 
At last, as through an open plaine they yode,^ 
They spide a Knight that towards pricked &yre ; 
And him beside an aged Squire there rode, 
That seemd to couch ^ under his shidd three-square. 
As if that age badd him that burden spare, 
And yield it those that stouter could it wield : 
He, them espying, gan himselfe prepare, 
And on his arme addresse his goodly shield 
^ That bore a lion passant in a golden field. 

V. 
Which seemg good Sir Guyon deare besought 
The Prince, of grace, to let him ronne that tume. 

' Hardinient cotin|^. ' Yode, went. 

> IVonne, dweU. « Couch, bend. 
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He graunted : then the Faery quickly raught ^ 

His poynant^ speare, and sharply gan to spume ' 

His fomy steed, whose fiery feete did bume 

The vei Jant gras as he thereon did tread ; 

Ne did the other backe his foote retume, 

But fiercely forward came withouten dread, 
And bent his dreadful speare against the others head. 

VI. 

They beene jrmett, and both theyr points arriv'd ; 

But Guyon drove so furious and fell, 

That seemd both shield and plate it would have liv'd ; 

Nathelesse it bore his foe not from his sell,* 

But made him stagger, as ^ he were not well : 

But Guyon selfe, ere well he was aware, 

Nigh a speares length behind his crouper fell ; 

Yet in his fall so well himselfe he bare. 
That mischievous mischaunce his life and limbs did spare. 

VII. 

Great shame and sorrow of that fall he tooke ; 

For never yet, sith * warlike armes he bore 

And shivering speare in bloody field first shooke. 

He fownd himselfe dishonored so sore. 

Ah ! gentlest Knight, that ever armor bore, 

> Raught, reached. « sdl, saddle. 

' Poynantj piercing, sharp. ^ ^s, as if. 

• Spume J spur. • SWi, since. 



VI. 1. — ITiey beene ymetty &c.] They met, and each one's spear 
struck, or pierced his antagonist. 

VI. 6. — But Ouyotif &c.] In this encounter between Guyon and 
Britomart Upton discovers an historical allusion to the Earl of Es- 
sex's presuming to match himself with Queen Elizabeth, and adds, 
<* And has not the poet with the finest art managed a very dangerous 
and secret piece of history ? " 
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Let not thee grieve dismounted to have beene, 
And brought to grownd, that never wast before ; 
For not thy fault, but secret powre unseene ; 

That speare enchaunted was which layd thee on the greene 1 

VIII. 
But weenedst thou what wight thee overthrew, 
Much greater griefe and shamefiiUer regrett 
For thy hard fortune then thou wouldst renew, 
That of a single Dainzell thou wert mett 
On equall plaine, and there so hard besett : 
Even the famous Britomart it was, 
Whom straunge adventure did fixMn Britayne fett ^ 
To seeke her lover (love far sought alas !) 

Whose image shee had scene m Venus looking-glas. 

IX. 
Full of disdaineiull wrath, he fierce uprose 
For to revenge that fowle reprocheiull shame, 
And snatching his bright sword began to close 
With her on foot, and stoutly forward came ; 
Dye rather would he then ^ endure that same. 
Which when his Palrp pr saw, he gan to feare 
His toward ^ perill, and untoward blame,* 
Which by that new rencounter he should reare * ; 

For Death sate on the point of that enchaunted speare : 

» Fettf fetch. * Blame, injury. 

* Tkerij than. ^ Reare^ raise, bring upon himself. 

' Toteardf near at hand. 



VII. 9. — That speare enchaunted.] This spear, as we are subse- 
quently informed, was made by filadud by " magic art." See book III. 
canto III. stanza LX. 

VIII. 9. — Whose image, &c.] This incident is told at length in the 
next canto. 
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X. 

And hastmg towards him gan fayre perswade 
Not to piovc4ce nusfoitune, nor to weeoe 
Hb Tt^eaies default to mend with cruell blade ; 
For by his mightie science he had seene 
The secrete vertue of that weapon keene, 
That mortall puissaunce mote not witbstond : 
Nothing on earth mote alwaies happy ^ beene ! 
Great hazard were it, and adventure ibnd,^ . 

To loose long-gotten boDOur with <Mie evill bond.^ ^ 
XI. 
By such good meanes he him discounselled 
From prosecuting his revenging rage: 
And eke the Prince like treaty handeled, 
His wrathiuU will with reason to aswage ; 
And laid the blame, not to his carriage, 
But to his stardng steed that swarv'd asyda, 
And to the ill purvejraunce ^ of hb Page, 
That had his iiimitures ^ not firmdy tyde : 

So is his angry corage ® fayrly pacifyde. 
XII. 
Thus reconcilement was betweene them knitt, 
Through goodly temperaunce and a£^tbn chaste ; 
And either vowd with all their power and witt 
To let not others honour be defaste 
Of ^ fiiend or foe, whoever it embaste,® 



^ Happy f ■ucoessful. ' Furnitures^ eqoipmenti. 

' Fmid, msh. * Corage^ heart, mind. 

' Homdj adventure, enterprise. ' Qf, by. 

* Purvetfaunce^ management, provision. ' Embaste, dishonored. 



XI. 3. — Like treaty handeUd,} Employed the same solicitations or 
arguments. 
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Ne armes to bear against the odiers syde : 
In which accord ^ the Prince was abo plaste, 
And with tli^^t^g$4'E^»^ohaifie^e(t)QDapBd tyde: 
So goodly all agreed, they forth yfere^ did lyde. 

% XIII. i^ 

Of goodly usage of those antique tymes> 
In whsch the sword was soraunt unto right ; 
When not for malice and contentious crymes. 
But all for prayse, and proofe of manly mi^t, 
The martiall brood accustomed to fight : 
Then honour was the meed of victory, 
And yet the vanquished had no despight : 
Let later age that noble use ^ env^,^ 

Vyle rancor to avoid and crael surquedry * ! 
XIV. 
Long they thus traveiled in fiiendly wise. 
Through countreyes waste, and eke well edifyde,® 
Seeking adventures hard, to exercise 
Their puissaunce, whybme ' fiill demly ® tryde : 
At lengtli they came into a ftp^t wyd e^ 
Whose hideous horror and sad trembling sownd 
Full griesly* seemd: Therem they long did ryde. 
Yet tract of living creature none they ibwnd, 

Save beares, lyons, and buls, which romed them aiownd. 
XV. 
All suddenly out of the thickest brush, 
XUpcm a milk-white palfirejKall alone, 

^ Accord f agreement * Edtfyde^ built, or peopled. 

* IJare, together. ? WkyUmu, fonaetij, 
' UsBf custom. ' Demly^ earnestly. 

* Envy J emulate. * Griedy^ gnsly, terrible. 

* Starquisdryf insolence. 
VOL. II. 15 
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A goodly Lady did foreby ^ them rush, 
Whose face did se^ne as cleare as christall stonBy 
And eke, through feare, as white as whales bone : 
Her garments all were wrought of beaten gold, • 
And all her steed with tinsell trappings shone, 
Which fledd so fast that nothing mote him hold, 

And scarse them leasure gave her passing to behold. 

XVI. 
Still as she fledd her eye she backward threw, 
As fearing evill that poursewd her fast ; 
And her faire yellow locks behind her flew, 
Loosely disperst with pufF of every blast : 
All as a blazing starre doth farre outcast 

^ His hearie ^ beames, and flaming lockes dispredd, 

At sight whereof the people stand aghast ; 
'■ I But the sage wisard telles, as he has redd, 

[That it imp6rtunes ^ death and dolefiill dreryhedd.* 

XVII. 
So as they gazed after her awhyle, 
Lo ! whei'e a griesly foster ^ forth did rush, 
Breathing out beastly Lust her to defyle : 
His tyreling ^ jade ^ he fiersly forth did push 
ITirough thicke and thin, both over banck and bush. 
In hope her to attaine^y hooke or crooke) 
That from his gory sydes the bk)od did gush : 
Large were his limbes, and terrible his looke, 

And in his clownish hand^ sharp bore-spearkhe shooke. 

* Foreby, hard by. * Foster^ forester. 
■ Hearie, hairy. • Tyreling, weary. 
' Impdrtunes, threatens. ^ Jade, hone. 

* Dreryhedd, disaster. 



XV. 3. — A goodly Lady, &c.] This is Florimell, of whom we bear 
much in the subsequent cantos. 
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XVIII. 

Which outrage when those gentle Knights did see. 
Full of ^gr^ ^v^ jEpjd fell,,g^]^y> 
They stayd norto avise ^ who first should bee, 
But all spurd after, fast as they mote fly, 
To reskew her from shamefull villany. 
The Prince and Guyon equally bylive* 
Herselfe pursewd, m hope to wm thereby 
Most goodly meede, the fairest Dame alive : 
But afler the foule foster^ Timias did strive. 
XIX. 
The whiles faire Britomart, whose constant nund j 
Would not so lightly follow Beauties chace, 
Ne reckt of Ladies love, did stay behynd ; 
And them awayted there a certaine space, 
To weet * if they would tume backe to that place : 
But, when she saw them gone, she forward went, 
As lay her kjumey, through that perlous ^ pace, 
With stedfast corage and stout hardiment ® ; 



( 



Ne evil thing she feard, ne evill thing she ment.\ 
XX. 
At last, as nigh out of the wood she came, 
A stately Castle far away she spyde, 

* AmsCj consider. * Weety learn. 

• Bylive, instanUj. * Perlous^ perilous. 

' Foster f forester. * Hardimenty boldness. 



XVI n. 2. — Full of great envy, &c.] Envy I take here to bo used 
bk the sense of emulation, and gealosijy of indignation. 

XVI [I. 6. — The Prince and Guyon, &c.] These adventures are 
rosumed in canto IV. stanza XLV. and canto VI. stanza LIV. 

XVI II. 9. — Timias.] Timias is Prince Arthur's squire, supposed to 
represent Sir W. Raleigh. 

XIX. 7. — Pace.] This is conjectured to be the French wordpoif, 
country, Anglicized. 
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To which her steps directly she did irame.^ 
Tliat Castle was most goodly edifyde,^ 
And i^lflste^QtjjJ^Bg^^^ : 

But £uiB before the gate a spatious playne. 
Mantled wkh greene, itselfe did spredden ^ wyda. 
On which she saw six Knights, that did daiiayne^ 

Fiers battaill against one with cniell might and majme. 
XXI. 
Mainely ^ they all attonce upon him laid. 
And sore beset on every side aiownd, 
That nigh he breathlesse grew, yet nought dismaid, 
Ne ever to them yielded foot of grownd. 
All ^ had he lost much blood through many a wownd; 
But stoutly dealt his blowes, and every way, 
J To which he turned in his wrathfiill stownd,^ 
Made them recoile, and fly fixwi dredd decay, 

That none of all the ^ before him durst assay : 
XXII. 
, Lik&d^stafd curres, that, having at a bay 
The salvage hezsi embost ^ in wearie chace, 
Dare not adventure on the stubboroe pray, 
Ne byte before, but rome finom place to place 
To get a snatch when turned is his face. 
In such distresse and doubtfiill ieopardy 
When Britomart him saw, she ran apace 

^ FrafiUf adjiist, direct. • Mainely, strongly, Tiofentfy. 

> Edifyde, built « AU, although. 

' Spreddenf spread. ^ Stovmdj assault 

^ DttrratpMf prepare. ' Embastf hard pr es s e d. 



XX. 9.— 4ga»iij( <ms.] This is the Red-cross Knight of the fint 
book. 

XXI. 9. — B^vre km durtt OMMttf.'] Durst attack him in front 



Digitized by 



Google 



Untakis Mskeur, and with earnest C17 
Badd those same sixe Ibrbeare ibat sm^e enkn j« 
xxra. 
But to bar dy thejr list not lenden eaie, 
Ne ought the more their mightie strokes suKceasae ^ ; 
But, gathering him rownd about more neare. 
Their direM rancour lath^ did encreasse ; 
1111 that she rushing through the thickest pieasse' 
Perfioce disparted ^ their compacted gyre,* 
And soone compeld to heaiken unto peace : 
Tho^ gan she myklly of tbem to imqayie 
The cause of their dissention and outrageous jm^ 

/^ XXIV. 

Whereto that sm^e Knight dad answere frame ; 
'^These six would rae enfince^ by oddes of might, 
To chaunge my befe,' and bve another dame ; 
That dei^ me liefer * were thai such despight. 
So unto wrong to yield my wrested right : 

! For I love one, the truest one on grownd, 

Ne Bst me chaonge ; she tb' Errant Damzell bight '; 

t For wboee deare sake foil many a bitter stownd^ 

i I have endurd, and tasted many a bkxxly wownd.'* 

^ XXV. 

" Certes,^® " said she, " then beene ye sface to blame, 
To weene your wrong by force to iustify : 

' Surceassef leave ojBT. * i^<S love. 

■ Preasse, press. ' Ldrfery preferable. 

' DitparUdy broke. * Bight, is called. 

* Q)jre, circle. • SUnend, assault. 

» Tho^ then. ^ Certes, certainly. 



XXrV. 7. — TV ErrwMt jDnmzefi.] Tlus is Una, ifko ■ also odled 
the Errant DmmotOk'm^fMfk II. eaato I. stama XIX. 
15* 
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I For Knight to leave his Lady were great shame 
That faithfiill is ; and better were to dy. 
All losse is lesse, and lesse the infamy, 
Then ^ losse of love to him that loves but one : 
Ne may Love be compeld by maistery * ; 
For, soone as maistery * comes, sweet Love anone 

Takedi his nimble winges, and soone away is gone/' 
XXVI. 
Then spake one of those six ; " There dwelleth here 
Within this castle-wall a Lady fajnre, 
Whose soveraine beautie hath no living pere ; 
Thereto^ so bounteous and so debonayre,* 
That never any mote with her compajrre : 
She hath ordaind thb law, which we approve, 
That every Knight which doth this way repayre, 
In case he have no Lady nor no Love, 

Shall doe unto her service, never to remove : 
XXVII. 
" But if he have a Lady or a Love, 
Then must he her forgoe with fowle defame,* 
Or els with us by dint of sword approve. 
That she is fairer than our fairest Dame ; 
As did this Knight, before ye hether came.'' 



Theny than. ' MaisUry, superior power. ' ThentOf basdei. 
* Debcnayre, grracious. * Defame^ dishonor. 



XXV. 7. — JVe may Love^ AcJ] 

*^ Loye woUe not be constrejned by maisterj; 
When maistery cometh, the god of love anone 
Betith his winges, and ftrevell he is gone.'* 

Chaucib. 
" LoTe, free as air, at sight of human ties, 
Spreads his light wings, and in a moment flies." 

POPB. 
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" Perdy," ^ said Britomart, " the choise is hard ! 
But what reward had he that overcame ? " 
. " He should advaunced bee to high regard," 
/ Said they, " and have our Ladies love fo^ his re^jurd. J 

XXVIII. 
"Therefore aread,^ Sir, if thou have a Love." 
" Love have I sure," quoth she, " but Lady none ; 
Yet will I not fro mine owne Love remove, 
Ne to your Lady will I service done,^ 
But wreake your wronges wrought to this Knight alone, 
And prove his cause." With that, her mortall speare 
She mightily aventred* towards one, 
And downe him smot ere well aware he weare^ ; 

Then to the next she rode, and downe the next did beare* 
XXIX. 
Ne did she stay till three on ground she layd, 
That none of them himselfe could reare againe : 
The fourth was by that other Knight dismayd,' 
All ® were he wearie of his former paine ; 
That now there do but two of six remaine ; 
Which two did yield before she did them smight. 
" Ah ! " said she then, " now may ye all see plaine, 
That^nj^ is strong, and trew I^v^most ^f 4»ight, 

That for his trusty servaunts doth so strongly fight." 
XXX. 
" Too well we see," saide they, " and prove too well 
Our &ulty weakenes, and your matchlesse might : 

* Perdyf truly. • fFeare, were. 

' Jiread, explain, declare. ' Dismayd, subdued. 

' Pone, do. ' All, although. 
^ AtaUred^ pushed at a yentore. 



XXVIII. 5. — But wreake f dtc.] < But avenge the wrongi yon have 
done to thia knight in attacking him alone.' 



Digitized by 



Google 



176 THK VAKBIE ^UEKn. B. UL 

Forthy,^ fiuie Sir^ yours be die Dunosdly 
Which by her owne kw to your lot doth ligltt^ 
And we your li^;enieii faith unlo jrou pUght*** 
So undenieath her feet their swords they mard,* 
And, after, her besou|^t, well as they might, 
To enter in and reape the dew reward : 

She graunted ; and then in they all together fer'd. 
XXXI. 
Long were it to describe die goodly frame 
And stately port of Catkt^iofWas, 
(For so that Castle hight ' by common name^) 
Where they were entertaynd with courteous 
And comely glee of many gratious 
Faire Ladies, and of many a gentle Knight; 
Who, through a chamber long and spacious, 
Eftsoones^ them brought unto their Ladies sight, 

That of them cleeped ^ was die LodgMf IMi^ 
XXXII. 
But, for to tell the sumptuous aray \ 

Of that great chamber, should be labour lost; 
For living wit, 1 weene, cannot display 
The loiall riches and exceeding cost 
Of every pillour and of every post. 
Which all of purest bullion framed were, - 
And with great pedes and pretious stones o^nbost*; 
That the bright glister of their beames cleare 

Did sparckle forth great light, and glorious didjippfiatB. 

> Fortky, therefore. * EJUoones, immediately. 

> Mardy cast * Cleepedy called. 

' Higktf IB called. < Emhost, adorned. 



XXXI. 2.-- Castle Joyetms.] Thii if the name of Sir Lancelot*! 
Castle in the Morte d' Arthur. 
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XXXIII. 

These stranger Knights, through passing, forth wore led 

Into tn inner lowme, whose royaltee 

And rich purveyance ^ might uneath ^ be red ' ; 
^Vf ote Princes place beseeme so deckt to bee. 

Which stately manner whenas they did see, 
u I The inage of superfluous riotize, 
^ \ Exceeding muci^he state of meane * degree^ 

They gp«atly wondred wh^ice so sumptuous g!iiz» 
Might be maintaynd, and each gan diversely devize. 
XXXIV. 

The wals were round about apparelled 

With costly clothes of Arras and of Toure ; 

In which witl^QUnning ^ hand was pourtrahed 

The love of Venus and her paramoure, 

The fajrre Adonis, turned to a flowre ; 

A wocke of rare device and wondjx)us wit. 

First did it shew the bitter balefuU stowre,* 

Which her assayd with many a fervent fit, 
When first her tender hart was with his beautie srait : 
XXXV. 

Then with what sleights and sweet allurements she 

Entyst the boy, as well ^at ajrt she knew, 

* Purveyancey furniture. * Meaner moderate. 

' Uneath f scarcely. ^ Cunning j Bkilful. 

' Redy described. ^ SUnere, passion. 



XXXIII. 4. — Mote PrinceSy &c.'] The meaning of the line is, that 
the style of embellishment would be suitable to a prince's palace. 

XXXIV. 2. — Clothes of Arras and of r<mrc.] Tapestry made at the 
cities of Arras and Tours. — Warton censures Spenser for this anach- 
ronism, which reminds one of the fiuiH found by certain philosophers 
with Plato for alluding to the ring of Gyges, which made the wearer 
in risible^ because there never was such a ring, in point fif fact. See 
Whateley's Rhet. p. 67. 
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And wooed bim her paramoure to bee ; 

Now makiDg giiloDds of each flowie that grew, 

To crowne hb golden lockes with honour dew; 

Now leading him into a secret sl^ade 

From his beauperes,^ and^fiom bright heavens vew^ 

Where him to sleepe she gendy would perswade. 

Or bathe him in a fountaine by some covert glade : 
XXXVI. 
And, whilst he slept, she over him would spred 
Her mande coloured like the starry skyes, 
And her soft arme lay underneath his bed, 
And with ambrosial! kisses bathe his eyes ; 
And, whilst he bath'd, with her two crafty spyes* 
She secredy would search each dainde lim, ^ m t - ^ 
And throw into the well sweet rosemaryes, 
And fragrant violets, and paunces ^ trim ; 

And ever with sweet nectar she did sprinkle him. 
XXXVII. 
So did she steale his heedelesse hart away, 
And ioyd his love in secret unespyde : 
But for * she saw him bent to cruell play, 
To hunt the salvage beast in forrest wyde, 
Dreadfull^ of daunger that mote him betyde 
She oft and oft adviz'd him to refraine 
From chase of greater beastes, whose brutish pryde 
I Mote breede him scath ^ unwares : but all in vaine ; 
' ^For who can shun the chance that dest'ny doth ordaine? 
XXXVIII. 
liO ! where beyond "^ he lyeth languishing, 

^ BeaupereBy fiur companioni. * DreatffmH, fetrfbl. 

* SpyeSf eyes. • Seatky injury. 

* Paunces J poniies. "* Beyond^ at a diftuoe. 

* For, because. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C I. THE FAERIE ^^UEENE. 179 

Deadly engored of a great wilde bore ; 
And by bis side the goddesse groveling 
Makes £»* him endlesse mone, ancfevennQre 
/With her soft garment wipes away the gore 
Which staynes his snowy skin with hatefull hew : 
But, when she sa^K-na helpe might him restore, 
Him to a dainty Qosae she did transmew,^ 

XXXIX. 

'-"'So was that chamber clad in goodly wize : 
And rownd about it many beds were dight,* 
As whylome ^ was the antique worldes guize, 
Some for untimely ease, some for delight, 
As pleased them to use that use it might : 
And all was full of Damzels and of Squjrres, 
Dauncing and reveling both day and night. 
And. swunpiing deppe in sensuall desyres ; 

And Cupid still emongest them kindled lustfuU fyresL 
XL. 
And all the while sweet M usicke did divide 
Her loofific^otes with L^dian^harmony ; 
And all the while sweete birdes thereto applide 
Their daintie layes and dulcet melody, 
Ay caroling of love and ioUity, 
That wonder was to heare their tiim jgQns6rL^ 

^ TVofwmeto, change. ' Wkt^omeffonneTly. 

' Dightj prepared. * Trim amsdrt, pleasing eonoert. 



/. 



XXXVIll. 8.— w9 dainty Jlowre.] The anemone. 
XL. 2. — With Lydian harmony J] The Lydian mniie wai Mny ftmod 
to be of a aoft and yolnptnooB character. Thus Drjden — 
" Softly iweet, in Lydian measures, 
Soon he soothed his sonl to pleasures.** 
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Which when those Knights bdield, with soonafill eye 
They sdeigned ^ such lascivious disport, 

And loath'd the loose demeanure of that wmtOD Bort«^ 
XLI. 
Thence they were brought to that great Ladies vew, 
Whom they found sitting on a sumptuous bed 
That glistred all with gold and glorious sblg^, 
As the proud Persian queenes accustomed : 
She seemri a woman of great bountyhed 
And of rare beautie, saving that askaunce 
Her wanton eyes (ill signes of woraanhed) 
Did rc41 too lightly, and too often glaunce. 

Without regard of grace or comely amenaunce.' 
XLII. 
Long woike it were, and needlesse, to devize * 
Their goodly entertainement and great ^ee : 
She caused them be led in courteous wise 
Into a bowre,* disarmed for to be, 
And cheared well with wine and spiceree : 
Tlie Redcrosse Knight was soon disarmed there ; 
But the brave Mayd would not disarmed bee, 
But ooely vented up her umbriere, 

And so did let her goodly visage to appere. 
XLIII. 
As when fayre Cynthia, in daHcesome night, 
Is m a noyous ® cloud enveloped, 
Where she may finde the substance thin and light, 

' Sdeignedy diBdained. ** Devizey describe. 

• Sorty compiuiy. * Bowrtf chamber. 

* ^meruiuncej behayior. * J>foyouSy unpleasing, or disagrecnlMe. 



XLII. 8. — VenUd up her umbriere.] Lifted up the visor of her hel- 
met. — Umbriere is to caBed from its shading the ftce, derived from 
umbra, Lat, shadow. 
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Breakes forth hex^dLees-lt^SftineSy and bc Fb i ^b t bo d 

Discovers to the vfoAd discomfited ; 

Of the poore traveller that went astray 

With thousand blessmgs she is heried ^ : ^ 

Such was tjigjtfiautie ind thfi ihimirg ny, ^^ 

XLIV. 
And eke those six» which lately with her fought. 
Now were disarmd, and did themselves present 
Unto her vew, and company unsought ; 
For they all seemed courteous and gent,^ 
And all sixe brethren, borne of one parent. 
Which had them traynd in all civilitee, 



^ 1 Now were they liegmen to this Ladle free, /^ 

/And her Knight»-service ought,^ to hdd of her m feel 



And goodly taught to tilt and tumament ; / / 7 

his Ladle free, /^ - 

^ to hdd of her m feel 
XLV. 

The first of them by name Gardanti hight,^ 

A iolly * person, and of comely vew ; 

The second was Parlante, a bold Knight ; 



> HanMJ, praised. ' Gent, accomplished. ' Ott^, owed. 
^ Highly called. ^ loUy^ handsome. 



XLIII. 5. — Discomfited.'] Disconcerted at the temporary obscura- 
tion of the moon. 

XLIV. 9. — Knights-service ought.] The tenure by knights-serrice 
was the most honorable one known to the English law. To constitute 
it, a determinate quantity of land, called a " knight's fee/' was neces- 
sary ; and the tenant was obliged to attend the lord of whom he held to 
the war forty days in every year, if called upon. 

XLV. 1. — The first of them, &jc.] The names of these six persons 
are appropriate to the attendants upon Malecasta, or Incontinence. 
GardoKtk means a gazer, or ogler; Parlanti, a pratUer; locanti, a 
jester; BasciarUt, one who kisses; Bacchanttf a drinker of wine, and 
KodanUy a reveller by night. 
VOL. u. 16 



Digitized by 



Google 



182 THE FAERIE ^UEEIIE. B* JU 

And next to him locante did ensew ^ ; 
Basciante did himselfe most courteous shew ; 
But fierce Bacchante seemd too fell and keene ; 
And jetx in armes Noctante greater grew : 

(All were iaire Knights, and goodly well beseene; 
But to Cure Britomart they a]l bui;^!;^!^ beene. 
XL VI. 
For shfe was fiill of amiable grace \ 
And vf^Bxi^ tenor mixed therewithall \ 
That drtbe one stird up affections bace, 
So th' other did mens rash desires apall, 

IAnd hold them backe that would in error fidl : 
As bee that hath espide a jOBMikMli) 
; xTo which sharp thomes and breres ^ the way fcfStall,K 
1 Dare not for dread his hardy hand expose, 
But, wishing it far off, his ydle wish doth lose. 
XLvn. 
Whom when the Lady saw so faire a wi^t. 
All ignorant of her contrary sex, 
(For shee her weend a fi'esh and lus^ Knight,) 
Shee gready gan enamoured to wex, 
And with vaine thoughts her falsed * fancy vex : 
Her fickle hart conceived hmiiy fyte, 
like sparks of fire which fall in sclender flex, * • 
That sbc^y brent ^ into exlEatta-desyre, 
And ransackt aU her vemes with passion entyre.* 
XLVIII. 
Efisoones ^ shee grew to great impatience, 

> Ensew, follow. • Brent, burnt 

* Breres, briers. • Entyre, inward. 

* Farstall, obstruct. ^ Efisoones, immediately. 

* Falsed, deceived. 



TLLyn.7,^SdmdorJUz,'\ Thin flax. 
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And into tennes of open outrage brust/ 
That plame discovered her ijf^ntiae^ce ; 
Ne reckt shee who her meaning did mistrust ; 
For she was given all to fleshly lust, 
And poured forth in sensuaU delight, 
That all regard of shame she had discust,* 
And meet respect of honor put to flight : 

^ shamelesse beauty soone becomes a loathly i 
XLIX. 
Faire Ladies, that to love capti»«d arre, 
And chaste desires doe nounsh in your mmd, 
Let not her fault your sweete affections mane ; 
Ne blott the bounty ^ of all womankind 
'Mongst tiKHisands good, one wanton dame to find: 
Emongst the r^es grow some wicked w^ds : 
For this was not to love, but li|st, inclind ; 
For love does alwaies bring forth b ounteous ^ deed s^ 

And in each gende hart desire of honor breeds. 
L. 
Nought so of love this looser Dame did skill,^ 
But as a cole to kmdle flesbl)^-4ame, 
Griving the bridle to her wanton will, 
And treading under foote her honest name : 
«->i-Such love is hate, and such desire is shame. 
Still did she rove ^ at her with crafty glaunce 
Of her false eies, that at her hart did ayme. 
And told her meaning in her countenaunce ; 

But Britomart dissembled it with ignoraunce. 

> Brust, burst. * Bounteous, generouf, noble. 

* Discustf thrown off. ^ SkiU, understand. 

* Bounty y goodness. * Bjove, shoot. 



L. 9. — Dissembled it with ignoraunce,'] Appeared as if she did not 
perceive or understand her conduct. 
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LI. 

Supper was shortly dight,^ and downe they sttt ; 
Where they were served with all sumptuous fare, 
WhUes fruitilill Ceres and L)rsus £itt 
Pourd out their plenty, without spight ^ or spare ; 
Nought wanted there that dainty was and rare: 
And aye the cups their bancks did overflow ; 
And aye betweene the cups she did prepare 
Way to her love, and secret darts did throw ; 

But Britomart would not such guilfiiU message know. 
LII. 
So, when they slaked had the fervent heat 
Of appetite with meates of every sort, 
The Lady did iaire Britomart entreat 
Her to disarme, and with delightfiill sport 
To loose her warlike limbs and strong eSbirt : 
But when shee mote not thereunto be wonne, 
(For shee her sexe under that straunge purp6rt3 J 
Did use to hide, and plame apparaunce shonne,) 

In playner wise to tell her grievaunce she begonne ; 
LIII. 
And all attonce discovered her desire 
With sighes, and sobs, and plamts, and piteous griefe, 
The outward sparkes of her in-burning fire : 
Which spent in vaine, at last she told her briefe,* 

* Dightf prepared. • Purpart, diigai>e. 

' Spight, reluctance. * Brirfe, briefly. 



LI. 3. -— Lymms,'] A name of Bacchus, used here for wine, as * Ceres * 
is for food. 

LI. 6. — The cups their bancks did overflow,] * Were emptied of their 
contents.' 

LII. 4. ^ Her to disarme, &c.] To lay aside her arms, and relax the 
sternness of her demeanor. 
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That, but if ^ she did lend ber short rehefe 
And doe ber comfert, she mote dgates^ dje. 
But the chaste Damzell, that had never priefe' 
Of such mdengine^ and Gne forgerye,^ 

Did easely beleeve her strong extremitye. 
LIV. 
Full easy was for her to have beliefe, 
Who by sdf-feeling of ber feeble sexe, 
And by long triall of the inward griefe 
Wherewith im periou s love her hart did vexe, 
Could iudge what paines doe lovmg harts perplexe. 
Who means no guile, be guiled soonest shall, 
And to &ire semblaunce doth light ^ faith annexe : 
The bird, that knowes not the false fowlers call, 

Into his hidden nett foil easely doth fall. 
LV. 
Forthy ^ she would not in discourteise wise • 
Scome the faire offer of good will profest ; 
For great rebuke • it is love to despise. 
Or rudely sdeigne ^® a gentle harts I'equest ; 
But wit h^faire cou ntcna unce^ as beseemed best, 
Her enteitaynd ; nath'lesse shee inly deemd 
Her love too Ught, to wooe a wandring guest ; 

> But tff onlesf. * Light, ready. 

* AlgattM, at all eventi. ^ Forthy, therefore. 
' Priefe, proof. ' Discourteise wise, discoorteoQily. 
^ MalejigifUf guile. * Rebuke, rudeness. 

• Forgerye, deceit *• Sdeigne, disdain. 



LV. 6. — Naih'lesse shee irdy deemd."] Britomart treated Malecasta 
courteously, but deemed her love to be of a very light and frivolous 
character, to be proffered to a chance guest like herself; while Male- 
casta interpreted the courtesy of Britomart to be evidence of a like pas- 
sion in the breast of the supposed knight. 

16* 
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Which she misccxistniiDgy thereby esteemd 
That fixxn like inward fiie that outward smoke had steemd. 

LVI. 
Therewith awhile she her flit ^ fancy fedd, 
Till she mote winne fit time for her desire ; 
But jet her wound stiU inward fireshly bledd, 
And through her bones the &lse instilled fire 
Did spred itselfe, and venime close ^ inspire. 
Tho ^ were the tables taken all away ; 
And every Knight, and every gentle Squire, 
Gan choose hii Dame with basdomani gay, 
With whom he ment to make his spprt and cou rtly pl ay. 
LVII. 
Some fell to daunce ; some fell to hazardiy ^ ; 
Some to make love ; some to make meryment ; 
As diverse witts to diverse things apply : 
And all the while faire Malecasta bent 
Her crafty engins to her close intent 
By this th' etemaU lampes, wherewith high love 
Doth light the lower world, WCTe halfe yspent. 
And the moist daughters of huge Atlas strove 
Into the ocean deepe to drive their weary drove. 
LVIII. 
High time it seemed then for everie wight 

> FUty rapid. ' ThOj then 

' CZoM, secret. ** Uazardryy gaming. 



LVI. 8. — Bascwmani gay."] * With kissing her hands * — an Italian 
word. 

LVII. 5. — Close intent.} Deep-seated purpose. 

LVII. 8. — .^nd the moist daughters^ du:.] The Hjades, a constella- 
tion of seven stars in the head of Taurus, supposed by the ancients to 
occasion rain. They were the daughters of Atlas, and pined away with 
grief for the death of their brother, Hyas, and were changed into stars. 
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Them to betake unto th^ kindly rest : 
Eftesoones ^ long waxen torches weren li^ 
Unto their bowres * to guyden every guest: 
Tho,^ when the Britonesse saw all the rest 
Avoided quite, she gan herselfe despoile, 
And safe committ to her soft fethered nest ; 
Wher through long watch, and late dales weaiy toDe, 
She soundly slept, and carefiill thoughts did quite assoile.^ 

Now whenas aJJ the world in silence deepe 
l^stoowd^ was, and every mortall wight 
Wag^drowftedia the depth of deadly s leepe ; 
Faire M alecasta, whose engrieved spright 
Could find no rest in such perplexed plight. 
Lightly arose out of her wearie bed, 
And)sunder the blacke vele of guilty nighV \ 
Her with a scarlott mantle covered \ Jf^ 

That was with gold and ermmes &ire enveloped. \ 

LX. 
Then panting softe, and trembling every ioynt, 
Her feariiill feete towards the bowre * she mov'd, 
Where she for secret purpose did appojnit 
To lodge the warlike Maide, unwisely loov'd ; 
And, to her bed approching, first she proov'd 
Whether she slept or wakte : with her softe hand 
She softely felt if any member moov'd, 

^ EftesoaneSf immediately. * AMsoUe^ pnt off. 

' Bowres, chambers. * Bowre, chamber. 

' Tfto, then. 



LVIII.6.— oUtKerest 

Avoided quiu,'] That aU the others had departed, or, 
that she was alone. 
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And lent her wiry eare to understand 

If any pufb of breath or signe of sence shee ibod. 
LXI. 
Which wbeoas none she fond, with easy ahifie, 
For feare least ber nnwares she should abrayd/ 
Th' embroder'd quilt she lightly up did liile. 
And by her side herselfe she sofdy layd. 
Of every finest fingers touch afiniyd ; 
Ne any nobe she made, ne worde she spake, 
But mly sighd. At last the royall M ayd 
Out of her quiet slomber did awake, 

And chaungd her weaiy side the better ease to take. 
LXII. 
Where feelmg one dose couched by her side, 
She lighdy lept out of her filed ^ bedd. 
And to her weapon ran, in minde to gride ^ 

"^The loathed leachour : but the Dame, halfe dedd 
Through suddeine feare and ghastly drerihedd,^ 
Did shrieke alowd, that dirough the hous it rong, 
And the whole family therewith adredd ^ 
Rashly ^ out of their rouzed couches sprong. 

And to the troubled chamber all in armes did throng. 

LXIII. 

And those sixe Knightes, that Ijadies champions. 

And eke the Redcrosse Knight ran to the stownd,'' 

NH^fe armd and halfe unarmd/>with them attons ^ : 

Where when confusedly they came, they fownd 

' Abrayd, awake. ^ Adrtdd, dbtuibed. 

' Filed, defiled. * Rashly, incontidentelj. 

• Gride, pierce. ' Stownd, alarm. 

* Drerihedd, horror. " Attons, together. 



LXI. 1 . — Easy sh\fU,\ Light moyement. 
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Their Lady lying on the sencdesse grownd : 
On th' other side tliey saw the warlike Mayd 
Al in her snow-white smocke, with locks cmbcwnd, 
Threatning the point of her avenging blade ; 

That with so troublous terror they were all dismayd. 
LXIV. 
About their Ladye first they flockt arownd ; 
Whom having laid in comfortable couch, 
Shortly they reard out of her frosen swownd ; 
And afterwardes they gan with fowle reproch 
To stirre up strife, and troublous contecke^ broch*: 
But, by ensample of the last dayes losse, 
None 6f them rashly durst to her approch, 
Ne in so glorious spoile themselves embosse ^ : 

Her succourd eke the Champion of the Bloody Ciossc. 

But one of those sixe knigSts, Gardante hight,"* 
Drew out ^ ^^ffjj hnw and arro w keene,^ 
Which forth he sent with leionous despight^ 
And fell mtent against the Vir^n sheene • : 
The mortall Steele stayd not till it was scene 
To gore her side ; yet was the wound not deepe, 
But lighdy rased her soft silken skin, 
That drops of purple blood thereout did weepe, 
WMch did her ]j]]f smock with staines of v enqeil steep. / 
LXVI. 
Wherewith enrag'd she fiercely at them flew, 

' Contecke, contention. < Bight, named. 

' Brock, broach, commence. * Fdonous despight, wicked malice. 

' Embosse, adorn. * Sheene^ shining, bright 



LXm. 5. — Lying on the senceUsse grownd,'] Lying senaeleM on 
the floor. 
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And with her flaming sword about her layd, 
That none of them foule mischiefe could eschew,^ 
But with her dreadfiill strokes were all dismayd : 
Here, tLere, and every where, about her swayd 
iHer wrathfiill Steele, that none mote it abyde ; 
And eke the Redcrosse Knight gave her good ayd, 
Ay iojming foot to foot, and syde to syde ; 

That in short space their foes they have quite terrifyde. 
LXVII. 
Tho,^ whenas all were put to shamefull flight, 
The noble Britomartis her arayd, 
And her bright annes about her body dight ' : 
For nothing would she lenger * there be stayd, 
Where so loose life, and so ungentle trade,* 
Was usd of® Knightes and Ladies seeming gent"': 
So, earely, ereVhe grosse earthes gryesy^ shadd^ 
Was all disperst out of the firmament, 

They tooke their steeds, and forth upcm their ioumey went 

' EscheWj avoid. * Trade, treatment, oondoot 

• Tho, then. • Of, by. 

• Dight f put on. ^ GeiU, courteous. 

• Lenger, longer. • Oryesy, moiit, or foggy. 



LXVl. 9. ~ Quite terrtfyde,'] Frightened away, or driven oC 
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CANTO II. 

The Redcrosse Knight to Britcnnart 

Describeth Artegall : 
The wondrous Mynrhour, by which she 



Lynrno i: 
un did 



In love with him did ML 

I. 
Here have I cause in men iust blame to find. 
That in their proper praise too partiall bee. 
And not indifferent ^ to woman kind, 
To whom no share in armes and cfaeiraLree 
They doe impart, ne maken memoree 
Of their brave gestes ^ and prowesse martiall : 
Scarse doe they spare to one, or two, or three, 
Rowme in theu* writtes ^ ; yet the same writmg small 
Does all their deedes deface, and dims their glories all. 

11. 
But by rec6rd of Antique times I finde 
That wemen wont in warres to beare most sway. 
And to all great exploites themselves inclin'd, 
Of which they still the ghrlond b<»e away ; 
Till envious men,N^ring their rules deca^ 
Gan coyne streight ^ lawes to curb their liberty : 
Tet, sith ^ they warlike armes have laide away, 

> Indifferentf impartial. * Strdgktf ttriet. 

' OesUs^ deeds. * Sith, since. 

• Writtes, writings. 



U. 6.^- T%eir rules decay.'] The declme of their own anthontj. 
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They have exceld in artes and pollicy, 
That now we foolish men that prayse gin eke t* eavf. 
III. 
Of \rarlike puissaunce in ages spent/ 
Be thou, faire Britomart, whose prayse I wryte ; 
But of all wisedom bee thou precedent, 
spverai^ie Queene, whose prayse I would endyte, 
^ Ehdite t would as dewtie doth excyte ; 
But ah ! my ryraes too rude and rugged aire, 
When in ^ so high an obiect they doe lyte, 
And, striving fit to make, I feare, doe maire : 
Thyselfe thy prayses tell, and make them knowm lane. 

IV. 
She, travelling with Guyon, by the way 
Of sonAy thmges fiure purpose ^ gan to find, 
T' abridg their ioumey long and lingring day : 
IMongst which it fell into that Fairies mind 
To aske tliis Briton Maid, what uncouth* wind 
Brought her into those partes, and what inquest^ 
Made her dissemble her disguised kind ^: 
Faire Lady she him seemd like Lady drest. 
But fairest Knight alive when amied was her brest 



^ Spent, passed. * VncmUk, strange. 

' luj on. * InqttesLt quest, or adventaee. 

' Purpose f discourse. • Kind, sex. 



III. 2. — Be thou J faire Britomart.'] Precedent is understood. 
III. 4. — O soveraine Queene.] This is an invocation to Queen 
£lizabeth. 

III. 8. — Jlnd, striving, du;.] * And, in endeayoring to treat the sub- 
ject in a proper manner, I fear I only mar it.' 

IV. 1. — Travelling with Guyon.] This is a mistake. Guyon went 
in quest of Flonmel, in the first canto, and Britomart is now in com- 
pany inih Ahe iUd-cioss Knight 
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V. 

Thereat she sighing softly had no powre 
To speake awhile, ne ready answers make ; 
But with hart-thrillmg throbs and bitter stowre/ 
\^ if she had a fever fitt^did quake. 
And every dsdntie limbe with horrour shake ; 
And ever and anone the rosy red 
Flasht through her face, as ^ it had beene a flake ' 
Of lightning through bri^t heven fiilmmed : 

At last, the passion past, she thus him answered : 
VI. 
" Faire Sir, I let you weete,^ that irom the howra 
I taken was from nourses tender pap, 
I have been trained up in warlike stowre,^ 
To tossen ^ speare and shield, and to aflrap '' 
The warlike ryder to his most mishap ; 
Sidience ® I loathed have ray life to lead. 
As Ladies wont, in Pleasures wanton lap, 
To finger the fine needle and nyce thread ; 

Me lever ^ were with point of foemans speare be dead. 
VII. 
^^ All my delight on deedes of armes is sett. 
To hunt out perilles and adventures hard. 
By sea, by land, whereso they may be mett, 
Onely for honour and for high regard, 

> Stowrey emotion. * Tossen^ tow, brendiih. 

' ^«, as if. 7 4ff^apf strike down. 

* Itakef flash. * SUhencBf since. 

* Lu you vfeeU, inform yon. * Me levety I would rather. 

* fitoiore, exercises. 



Vl. 4. — And to ojfrapy &c.] And to strike down the warlike rider 
1 snch a way as most effectually to disable him. 

VOL. n. 17 
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Without respect of richesse or reward : 
For such intent into these partes I came, 
Withouten compasse or withouten card, 
Far fix) my native soyle, that is by name 

The Greater Brytajme, here to seeke (or praise and fiune. 

VIII. 
" Fame blazed hath, that here in Faery Lond 
Doe many famous Knightes and Ladies wonne,^ 
And many straunge adventures to bee fond, 
Of which great worth and worship * may be wonne : 
Which to prove, I this voyage have begonne. 
But mote I weet ^ of you, right courteous Knight, 
Tydings of one that hath unto me donne 
Late foule dishonour and reprochfuU spight, 

The which I seek to wreake,* and Arthegall he hight.* " 

IX. 

• The worde gone out she backe againe would ca!l, 
As her repenting so to have missayd, 
But that he, it uptaking ere the fall, 
Her shortly answered ; " Faire martiall Mayd. 
Certes ® ye misavised ^ beene t' upbrayd 
A gentle Knight with so unknightly blame : 
For, weet ^ ye well, of all that ever playd 

» fFonne, dwell. • Hight, is called. 

■ Worskipy honor. • Certcty certainly. 

' Weet^ learn. ^ Misavised, misinformed, 

* Wreake^ ayenge. or ill-counselled. 



Vn. 9. — The Greater Brytayne.] Chorch says that thii meam 
Wales, and is so called to distinguish it from Lesser Brittany, in 
France. Fairy Land is England proper. 

IX. 3. — Ere the fall,] Immediately ; before the words had fallen to 
the ground. 
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At tilt or toumey, or like warlike game, 
The noble Arthegall hath ever borne the name. 
X. 
" Forthy ^ great wonder were it, if such shame 
Should ever enter in his bounteous * thought. 
Or ever doe that mote deserven blame : 
I The noble corage 3 never weeneth ought 
' That may unworthy of itselfe be thought. 
Therefore, faire Damzell, be ye well aware. 
Least that too farre ye have your sorrow sought : 
You and your Countrey both I wish welfare, 
And honour both ; for each of other worthy are." 
XI. 
The royall Maid woxe mly wondrous glad, 
To heare her Love so highly magnifyde ; 
And ioyd that ever she affixed had 
Her hart on Knight so goodly glorifyde, 
However 6nely she it faind to hyde. 
The loving mother, that nine monethes did beare 
In the deare closett of her painefiill syde 
Her tender babe, it seeing safe appeare, 
1 Doth not so much reioyce as she reioyced theare. 

XII. 
But to occasion him to further talke. 
To feed her humor with his pleasing style, 

1 Forthy, therefore. * Bounteous^ generous, noble. 

' Corage f heart, mind. 

IX. 9. — Borne the name.'] That is, of gentle, or accomplished. 

X. 4. — The noble corage, &c.] * The noble mind never entertains a 
thought unworthy of itself. Therefore, fair damsel, be careful to 
ascertain the truth, lest you should discoyer that you have been 
already too far on a wrong course in search of the cause of your 
sorrow.' 



Digitized by 



Google 



196 THS FAEBIE qUEENK. B. HI. 

Her list ^ in stryiiill ' tennes with him to bailee,^ 
And thus replyde ; " However, Sir, ye fyle * 
Your courteous tongue his prayses to compyle,* 
It ill beseemes a Knight of gentle sort, 
Such as ye have him hoasted, to beguyle 
A simple M aide, and worKe so hainous tort,^ 

Lx shame of Knighthood, as I largely can report, 
xra. 
'^ Let bee ^ therefore my vengeaunce to disswtde, 
And read,® where I that Faytour ^ felse may find." 
" Ah I but if reason faire might you p^swade 
To slake your wrath, and mollify your mind," 
Said he, '^ perhaps ye should it better find : 
For bardie thing it is, to weene by might 
That man to hard conditions to bind ; 
Or ever hope to match in equall fight. 

Whose prowesse jaragone saw never livmg wight 
XIV. 
" Ne soothlich *® is it easie for to read® 
Where now on earth, or how, he may be fownd ; 
For he ne wonneth ^* in one certeine stead,^ 
But restlesse walketh all the worid arownd. 
Ay doing thinges that to his fame redownd, 

* Her list, the was pleased. ^ Let bee, omit. 
' StryfuUy contentious. ' Read^ declare. 

' Balke, deal in cross-pnrpoieB. ' Fayttntr, Tillain. 

* Fyle, smooth, polish. *<* Soothlich, truly. 

* Compyle, heap up. " Wonneth, dwelleth. 

* Tmtf wrong. >* Stetui, place. 



Xn. 9,'-^Jis I largely can report,'] *As I can amply 
maintain.* 

XIII. 9. — Whose prowess; dkc.] * Whose prowess no living wiflit 
ever saw equalled.* 
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Defendmg Ladies cause and Orphans right, 
Whereso he heares that any doth confownd 
Them comfortlesse through tyranny or might ; 
So is his soveraine honour raisde to hevens hight.'' 

XV. 
His feeling wordes her feeble sence much pleased. 
And softly sunck into herirfblteli hart: 
Hart, that b inly hurt, is greatly eased 
With hope of thing that may allegge ^ hb smart ; 

I For pleasing wordes are like to magick art, 
That doth the charmed snake in slomber lay: 
Such secrete ease felt gentle Britcmiart, 
Yet Ibt ^ the same efforce ^ with famd gainesay ; 
NYSo dischord ofte in musick makes the sweeter lay ;/v 

XVI. ^ 

And sayd ; " Sr Knight, these ydle termes fixbeare ; 
And, sith ^ it b uneath ^ to find hb haunt, 
Tell me some markes by which he may appeare, 
If chaunce I him encounter paravaunt^ ; 
"^""tfor perdy "^ one shall other slay, or daunt : [stedd. 

What shape, what shield, what armes, what steed, what 
And whatso else hb person most may vaunt ® ? " 
All which the Redcrosse Knight to point ared,^ 
And him in everie part before her fashioned. 
XVII. 
Tet him in everie part before she knew, 

* AUtgge^ allevitte. ' Ptaravtmnt^ pendTenture. 

* Listf preferred. ' Perdy^ truly. 

' Efforce, BUngg]e ai^ainst. " Vmint, display. 

* ^ih, sinoe. ' To point itred, exactly described. 
» C^MOtA, difficult 



X Vi. 6. — Whai sUdd.J What maimer of person . 
17 • 
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However list ^ her now her knowledge fayne^ 

ISith ^ him whylorae ^ in Britayne she did vew, 
To her revealed m a Mirrhourjplayne ; 
Whereof did grow her first eograffed * jjayne, 
Whose OM^ and st^e so bitter yet did taste. 
That, but the fiiiit more sweetnes did contayne, 
Her wretched dayes in dolour ^ she mote waste, 
And yield the pray of love to lothsome death at last 
XVIII. 
By straunge occasion she did him behold, 
And much more straungely gan to love his sight, 
As it in bookes hath written beene of old. 

ITfn Deheubarth, that now Soutli- Wales is hight,® 
What time king Ryence raign'd and dealed right, 
The-^at Ma^itien Merlin had deviz'd, 
By his deepe science and hell-dreaded might, 
A Looking-glasse, right wondrously aguiz'd,^ [niz'd.* 

Whose vertues through the wyde worlde soone were sdem- 

XIX. 
It vertue had to shew in perfect sight 
Whatever thing was in the world contaynd. 
Betwixt the lowest earth and hevens hight. 
So ^ that it to the looker appertaynd : 
Whatever foe had wrought, or firend had faynd, 
Therein discovered was, ne ought mote pas, 
Ne ought in secret fh>m the same remaynd ; 
Forthy ^® it round and hollow shaped was, 

Lika to the world itselfe, and seemd ^ X^ 



^ List A«r, she was pleased. * HigfU, called. 

■ SUhf aince. ' Ag%d2'dy contrived. 

' Whylamey foimerly. " Solemniz'df made famona. 

* Engrajfsd, fixed, planted. ' So, provided. 

» DotouTf grief. " Forthy, therefore. 
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y XX. 

Who wonders not, that reades so wondrous worke ? 
But who does wonder, that has red the Towre 
Wherem th' Aegyptian Phao long did lurke 
From all mens vew, that none might her discoure^^ 
Yet she might all men vew out of her bowre* ? 
Great Ptolomse it for his Lemans sake 
Ybuilded all of glasse, by magicke powre, 
And also it impregnable did make ; 
Yet, when his Love was false, he with a peaze ^ it brake. 
XXI. 
Such was\he glassy GlotJbsjthat Merlin made, 
And gave unto king Ryence for his gard,* 
That never foes his kingdome might invade, 
But he it knew at home before he hard ^ 
Tydings thereof, and so them still debar'd : 
It was a famous present for a Prince, 
And worthy worke of mfinite reward, 
>^ / That treasons could bewray, and foes convince ® : 
/Happy this realme, had it remayned ever since! 
XXII. 
One day it fortuned fayre Britomart 

• Diseourey discover. "• Card, protection. 

• Botore, chamber, apartment • Hardy heard. 

• Ptazty violent blow. • Convince, overthrow. 



XX. 6. — Great Ptolomtu.'] This is probably Ptolemy the astrono- 
mer, who, like Virgil, was probably invested with the honors of a 
magician, during the middle ages. The source from which Spenser 
derived the story i have not been able to ascertain. 

XXI. 1. — The glassy Globe.'] Magic globes or mirrors are fre- 
quently mentioned in romantic literature. The reader will recollect 
the beautiful verses in " The Lay of the Last Minstrel," describing an 
interview between the Earl of Surrey and Cornelius Agrippa, in which 
the latter showed him the Lady Geraldine in one of these mirrors. 
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Into her fathera closet to repayre ; 
For nothing lie from her reserv'd apart| 
Being hb onely daughter and his hayre ; 
Where when she had espyde that ACrrbour fityre, 
f Hefselfe awhile therein she vewd in vaine : 
Tho,^ her avizing ^ of the vertues rare 
Which thereof spoken were, she gan againe 

Her to bethinke of that mote to herselfe pertaine. 
xxm. 
But as it Methy in the gentlest harts 
Impgrious Love hath highest set his throne^ 
And tjrn^nnizeth m the bitter smarts 
Of them, that to him buxome ^ are and pnme : 
So thought this Mayd (as maydens use to done) 
Whom f(»tune for her husband would allot ; 
Not that she lusted after any one, 
For she was pure from blame of sinfiill blott ; 

Tet wist^ her life at last must lincke in that same knot 
XXIV. 
Eftsocmes ^ there was presented to her eye 
A comely Knight, all arm'd in complete wize,® 
Through whose bright ventayle'' lifted up on hjre 
His manly face, that did his foes agrize ^ 
And frends to termes of gentle truce enUze, 
Lookt foorth, as PfegebsisJace out of th^ easty ^ 
Betwixt two shady mountajmes doth arize : / ^' 



1 Tho, then. * Eftsootus, imxnediatelj. 

' Her avizing, coniideringr. > Wize^ manner. 

' Btaumey (biegsam, Ger.,) ' VentayU, front part of the helmet 

obedient, yielding. • Agrize^ terrify. 
Wist, knew. 



XXII. 6. — In vaiM.I Because, looking into it without any dcfiniti.* 
porpoee, she saw nothing bat her own image. 
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Portly his person was, and much bcreast 
Through his heroicke grace and hooorablo gesU^ 
XXV. 
Hb crest was covered with a couchant hownd, 
And all his armour seemd of iuntique mould. 
But wondrous massy and assured sownd, 
And round about yiiretted ^ all with gold, 
In which there written was, with cyph^s dd, 
\ichilles armes which Arthegall did tinn\ 
And on his shield enveloped sey^ifold 
He bore a crowned little ermilin,^ 
That deckt the azure field with her fiatjrre pouldred ^ skin. 
)^ XXVI. 
The Damzdl well did vew his personage,^ 
And liked well ; ne iiirther fastned not, 
But went her way ; ne her unguilty ® age 
Did weene,'' unwares, that her unlucky lot 
I Lay hidden in the bottome of the pot : 
Of hurt unwist ® most daunger doth redound : 
But tbaJalseLAj]cher, which that arrow shot 
So slyly that she did not feele the wound. 
Did smyle Ml smoothly at her weetlesse ® wofiill stound.^® 
XXVIl. 1^ ^•^ 

Thencefinrth the fether in her lofty crest, ^ i 

^ Oest, demeanor. ^ Unguilty , unsuspecting. 

' Yfrettedy adorned with fret-work. " Weene, think. 

' Ermilin, ermine. " UnwUt, unknown. 

* Pouldredf spotted. ' Weetlesae, unconscious. 

* PtTBonagef personal appearance. ^^ Steundj grief. 



XXV. ^.^AchUles armes, &c.] Arthegall is the hero of the fifth 
book ; but we are not informed how he came by the arms of Achilles. 

XXVI. 2.— JVe further fastned not.] Her thoughts dwelt no more 
upon it 
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B« ni. 



Ruffed ^ of Love, gan lowly to avafle ^ ; 

And hCT piowd portaunce ^ and her princely gest,* 

With which she earst^ tryumphed, now did quaile: 

I Sad, solemne, sowre, and full of fancies fiaile, 
She woxe ; yet wist ^ she nether how, nor why ; 
She wist^ not, siUy Mayd, what she did aile, 
Yet wist ® she was not well at ease perdy ^ ; 
Tet thought it was pot^ve, l)ut\sp«ie H|6tanchoIjr. 

XXVIII. 
So soone as Night had with her pallid hew 
Defaste ® the beaulie of the shyning skye. 
And refte from men the worides desired vew, 
She with her nourse adowne to sleepe did lye ; 
But sleepe fall far away from her did fly : 
Instead thereof sad sighes and sorrowos deepe 
Kept watch and ward about her warily ; 
That nought she did but wayle, and often steepe 
Her da'inty couch with teares which closely ^ she did weepe. 
XXIX. 
And if that any drop of slombring rest 
Did chaunce to still *° into her weary spright, 
When feeble nature felt herselfe opprest, 
Streightway with dreames, and with fantastick sight 
Of dreadfaU things, the same was put to flight ; 
That oft out of her bed she did astart, 
As one with vew of ghastly feends afluright : 






> Ruffed, ruffled. 

* ^vailt, sink. 

* Portaunce^ port. 

* Ge«t, demeanor. 

* Earstf before. 



• »^, knew. 
' Pcrdy, truly. 

• Defastef defaced. 

• Closely, aecretXj, 
»o Still, drop, flow. 
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Tho ^ gan she to renew her fcnrmer smart, 
And thinke of that fayre visage written in her hart* 
XXX. 
One nighty when she was tost with such unrest. 
Her aged nourse, whose name was Glauce hight,^ 
Feeling her leape out of her loathed nest, 
Betwixt her feeble armes her quickly keight,^ 
And downe againe in her warme bed her dight* : 
" Ah ! my deare daughter, ah ! my dearest dread,^ 
/ What uncQudx*® fit," sayd she, " what e^ilL4)light 
/ Hath diee oppresi, and with sad drearyhead ^ 
/ Chaunged thy Jijd^heare, and living made thee drtid ? 
XXXI. 
^^ For not of nought these suddem ghasdy feares 
All night afflict thy naturall repose ; 
And all the day, whenas thine equall peares 
Their fit disports with faire delight doe chose. 
Thou in dull comers doest thyselfe inclose ; 
Ne tastest princes pleasures, ne doest spred 
Abroad thy frnsh yff"^^^ fgycftct flowre, but lose 
Bot h leafe. and^fiiite, both too untimely shed. 
As one in wiliull bale ® for ev^ buried. 
XXXII. 
" The time that mortall men their weary cares 
Do lay away, and all wilde beastes do rest. 
And every river eke his course forbeares, 
\Then doth this wicked evill thee mfest, 
And rive with thousand throbs thy thrilled ^ brest : 

^ ThOf then. * UnanUh, strange. 

* Hightf called. ^ Drearyhead, sorrow. 

* Keigkt, caught. " BaUy affliction. 

« Dightf placed, disposed. * Thrilled, pierced. 

* Dread, object of regard. 
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like an huge Aetn' of deepe engulfed gryefe, 

Sorrow is heaped m thy bdlow chest, a* 

Whence foorth it breakes m sighes and anguish lyfe,^ 
\As smoke and sulphure mingled with coofiised stryie^ 
XXXIII. 

** Ay roe ! how much I feare least lore it bee ! 

But if that love it be, as sure I read 

By knowen signes and passbns which I see, 

Be it worthy of thy race and royall sead,^ 

Then I avow, by this most sacred head 

Of my dear foster childe, to ease thy griefe 

And win thy will : Therefore away doe dread ; 

For death nor daunger from thy dew reliefe 
Shall me debane : Tell me therefore, my liefest liefe' ! " 
XXXIV. 

So having sayd, her twixt her arroes twaine 

Shee streightly ^ strajrnd, and colled ^ tendedy ; 

And every tremblmg iojmt and every vaine 

Shee softly felt, and mbbed busily, 

To doe the frosen cdd away to fly ; 

And her faire deawy eies with kisses deare 

Shee ofte did bathe, and ofte againe did dry : 

And ever her imp6rtund not to feare 
To let the secret of her hart to her appeare. 
XXXV. 

The Damzell pauzd ; and then thus fearfully; 

" Ah ! nurse, what needeth thee to eke * my payne? 

Is not enough that I alone doe dye. 

But it must doubled bee with death of twaine ? 

* fixf«, rife, ftill, abundant * Streigktly, doiely. 

* Sead, need. » cMefi^ fondled. 

* Liefest Urfe, dearest love. * Eke, increase. 
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'^ For nought for me but death there doth reroame ! '' 
" O daughter deare," said she, " despeire no whit ; 
For never sore but might a salve obtaine : 
That blinded god, which hath je blindly smit, 

Another arrow hath your Lovers hart to hit." 
XXXVI. 

^ " But nune is not," quoth she, " like other wownd ; 
For which no r eason can finde remedy." 
" Was never such, but mote the like be fownd," 
Said she ; '^ and though no reason may apply 
Salve to your sore, yntJjKgji can Idj^liw stye ^ 
^-9!ttfti? JtenM-Mttcb, and oft hath wonders donne." 
" But neither god of love nor god of skye 
Can doe," said she, '' that which cannot be donne." 

" Things oft impossible," quoth she, " seeme ere begonne.^ 
XXXVII. 
" These idle wordes," said she, " doe nought aswage 
My stubbome smart, but more annoiaunce breed : 
For no, no usual l 6re, n o usuall rage 
Yt is, O nourse, which on my life doth feed, 
^And sucks the blood which from my hart doth bleedi^^ 
But smce thy isuthfuU zele lets me not hyde 
My crime, (if crime it be,) I will it reed.^ 
Nor prince nor pere it is, whose love hath gryde * 

My fedble brest of late, and launched this wound wyde : 
xxxvni. 
" Nor man it is, nor other livmg wight ; 
For then some hope I might unto me draw ; 

1 Sbft^ mount ' BmA^ declare. 

* 7%«]t,Uian. « Gryi£«, pierced. ' 



XXXVI. 9. — Thxngs cfi trnpossiiUy &cJ] Thing! oAen nem im* 
pOMible before they are began or attempted. 
VOL. II. 18 
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But th' only shade and semblant ^ of a Knight, ^ 

Whose shape or person yet I never saw. 

Hath me subiected to Loves cruell law : 

The same one day, as me mbfortune led, 

I in my fathers wondrous Mirrhour saw, 

And, pleased with that seeming goodlyhed,^ 

Unwares ine hidden hooke with bait^ s\faUowed : 
XXXIX. i 

" STtheJtis^ it hath infixed faster hold 
Within xny ble^ling bowells, and so sore 
Now ranckleth in\his same firaile fleshly mouloi 
That all mine entnmes flow with poisQQUS. gore, 
And th' ulcer groweth daily more and more ; 
Ne can my ronning sore finde remedee, 
Other than my hard fortune to deplore, 
And languish^ the leafe fab from the tre^ 

Till,>d^th jnake one end of my dales and miseree ! '' 
XL. 
" Daughter," said she, " what need ye be dismayd ? 
Or why make ye such monster of your minde ? 

I Of much more uncouth ^ thmg I was affiayd ; 
Of filthy lust, contrary unto kinde * : 
But this affection nothing straunge I finde ; 
For who with reason can you aye reprove 
To love the semblaunt ^ pleasmg most your minde, 
. And yield your heart whence ye cannot remove ? 
\|f o guilt in You, but in the tyranny of Love\ 

1 Semblant J appearance. ' Goodlykedy goodly appearance. 
' SUhenSf Bince. * Uncouth, strange. * Kinde, nature. 



XL. 2. — Or why make, &c.] Why speak of your passion as if it 
were monstroos or unnatural ? 
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XLI. 
'^ Not so th' Arabian Mynhe did sett her mynd ; 
Nor so did Biblis speed her pining hart ; 
But lovM their native flesh against al kjmd/ 
And to their purpose used wicked art : 
Yet playd Pasiphae a more monstnHis part, 
That lov'd a bull, and leamd a beast to bee: 
I Such shameiiiU lustes who loaths not, which depart 
From c ourse of na ture and of. m odegt ee ? 

Sw^T^rv^ such lewdn^ bands ^ from his faire companee.\ 

XLII. 

" But thine, my deare, (welfare thy heart, my deare !) 
Though straunge beginning had, yet fixed is 
On one that worthy may perhaps appeare ; 
And certes^ seemes bestowed not amis : 
loy thereof have thou and etemall blis! " 
With that, upleaning on her elbow weake. 
Her alablaster brest she soft did kis, 
Which all that while shee felt to pant and quake, 

4s it an earth-quake were : at last she thus bespake ; 
XLIII. 
" Beldame, your words doe worke me litle ease ; 
For though my love be not so lewdly bent 
As those ye blame, yet may it nought appease 
My raging smart, ne ought mj flame relent, 

> Kynd, nature. ' Bands, banishes. ' Certts, tralj. 



XLI. 1. — Tk' Arabian Myrrhey &c.] Myrrha and Biblis are names 
associated with classical tales of incestuous passion. Alfieri has made 
the story of Myrrba the subject of a tragedy. The monstrous fable of 
Pasipha3 is well known. 

XLIII. 1. — Beldame.'] Beldame means literally *fair dame/ (Fr. 
BdU dame,) and is used here, and generally in Spenser, as a respectful 
epithet 
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But rather doth mj helpelesse griefe augment. 
/ For they, however shamefull and unkinde,^ 

Yet did possesse their horrible mtent: 

Short end of sorrowes they therby did finde ; 
So was their fortune good, though wicked wece their minde. 
XLIV. 

'^ But wicked fortune mine, though mmde be good. 

Can have no end nor hope of my desire, 

3ut feed on shadowes whiles I die fcN* food>, 

And like a shadow wexe, whiles with entire * 

Affection I doe languish and expire. 

I, fonder^ then * Cephisus foolish chyld, 

Who, having vewed m a fbuntaine shere ^ 

His face, was with the love thereof beguyld ; 
I, fonder,3 i^ff^ g. shade, th^^bpdy fiur exyld." 
XLV. 

" NougBI like," quoth shee ; " for that same wretched boy 

Was of himselfe the ydle paramoure, 

Both Love and Lover, without hope of ioyj;\ 

For which he faded to a watry flowre. 

But better fortune thine, and better howre,* 

Which lov'st die shadow of a warlike Knight ; 

No shadow, but a body hath in powre : 

That body, wheresoever that it light,^ 
May learned be by cyphers, or by magicke might. 

' Unkmdef onnataral. * EmUrM, inward. ' Famder, more fooliih. 
* Therif than. * SherCf clear. ' Minor e^ lot. "^ tight ^ happeni to be. 



XLIV. 6. — Cephisus fooUsk chyld.^ Narciiwu. 

XLV. 1. — J{<mght like.'] The cases are not similar. 

XLV. 4. — Watry flowre.] The narcissus, or daffodil, called * watiy/ 
because thriving best in moist situations. 

XLV. 7. — JVo shadoiD, &c.] * There is no shadow which has not a 
body belonging to it' 
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XLVI. 

'^ But if thou may with reason yet represse 
The growmg evill, ere it strength have gott, 
And thee abandond wholy do possesse ; 
Against it strongly strive, and yield thee nott 
Til thou in open fielde adowne be smott ^ : 
But if the passion mayster thy fraile might, 
So that needs love or death must be thy lott, 
Then I avow to thee, by wrong or right 

To compas thy desire, and find that loved Knight." 
XLVII. 
Her chearefiill words much cheard the feeble spright 
Of the sicke Virgin, that her downe she layd 
In her warme bed to sleepe, if that she might ; 
And the old-woman carefully displayd * ^ 
The clothes about her round with busy ayi: 
So that at last a litle creeping sleepe ^ 

Surprizd her sence : Shee, therewith well apayd,^ 
The dronken lamp down m the oyl did steepe. 

And sett her by to watch, and sett her by to weepe. 
XLVIII. 
Earely, the morrow next, before that Day 
His ioyous face did to the world revele. 
They both uprose and tooke their ready way 
Unto the church, their praiers to appele,* 



> Smott, smitten. ' Apayd, tatisfied. 

* Displaydf spread. ^ Jfypde, ofBst. 

XLVII. 8. — The dronken lamp, dx.] The lamp is called dronken, 
because it drinks or consumes the oil. Upton says that she does not 
blow out the lamp because that was iU ominous, but steeps it in the oil, 
and thus extinguishes it. 

18* 
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With great devotiony and with litle zele h-« 
Fat the {aire Damzell fiom the holy heise ^ 
Her love-sicke hart to other thoughts did steak ; 
And that dd Dame said many an idle vexae, 

Out of her daughters hart fimd fiuicies to reverse.* 
* XLIX. I 
Retoumed home^ tlie royall In&nt fell 
Into her finmer fitt ; fx why ? no powre 
Nor guidaunce of herselfe in her did dweL 
But th' aged nourse^ her calling to her bowre,' 

' Had gathered rew^ and savine, and the flowre 
Of camphora^ and calammt, and dill ; 
All which she in a earthen pot did poure, 
And to the brim with coltwood did it fill, 

And many drops of milk and blood through it did spilL 
L. 
Then, takmg thrise three heares fifom off her head, 
Them trebly breaded in a threefdd lace. 
And round about the pots mouth bound the thread ; 
And, after having whispered a space 
Certein sad words with hollow voice and bace/ 
Shee to the Virgin sayd, thrise sayd she itt ; 
'' Come, daughter, come ; come, spit upoa my &ce ; 
Spitt thrise upon me, thrise upon me spitt ; 
Th* uneven ncmiber for thb busmes is most fitt.*' 

' Herse, ceremonial. ' Bowre^ chamber. 

' Rev9r»; cause to retom or depart < Bace^ low. 



XLVni. 5. — Wiik great ieooUon, &c.] With great apparent devo- 
tion, bnt litUe tme zeal. 

L. 1. — J%a%, taking, &c.] The classic poets, especially Theocritos 
and Virgil, hare supplied Spenser with the yarious processes of 
GUnoe's incantation. 
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That sajd, her rownd ahout she fifom her tumd, 

s»She turned her contrary to the sunne ; 

Thrise she her tumd conjt^^ and retumd -^ 
All c6qtcaiy ; ^r she the right did shunne^ 
And ever what she did was streight ^ undonne. 
So thought she to undoe her daughter's love : 
But love, that is m gentle brest begonne, 
No ydle charmes so lightly may remove ; 

That well can witnesse, who by tryall it does prove. 
LIl. 
Ne ought it mote the noble Mayd avayle, 
Ne slake the fury of her c ruell fl amcy 
But that shee still did waste, and still did wayle. 
That, through long languour and hart-burning brame' 

I She shortly like a pyned ghost became 
Which long hath waited by the Stygian strond : 
That when old Glauce saw, for feare least blame 
Of her miscarriage should in her be fond, 
Sie wist^ not how t' amend, nor how it to withstond. 

^ Strtigktf immediately. * JBinoma, MTere. 



LIL6.— flat4iMntoi.] Became the body had not been buried. 
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CANTO III. 

Merlin bewrayes > to Britomait 

The state of Arthegall : 
And shewes the fkmoas progeny, 

Which from them springen shalL 

I. 
Most sacred fyre, that buroest mightily 
In living brests, yidndled first above \ 

EmcMigst th' eteipall spheres and lamping* sk^ 
And thence pourd into men, which men call Love ; 
Not that same, which doth base afiections ' move 
In bnitish mindes, and filthy lust mQaxn^ 
But that-g wcete >.fit^ that doth irUeJ^autio^lo^e, 

<^ And choseth Vertue ft>r his deare^©afhe, 
Whence spring all noble deedes and never-dying fiuneV 
II. 
Well did Antiquity a god thee deeme, 
That over mortal! mindes hast so great might, 
To order them as best to thee doth seeme, 
And all their actions to direct aright : 
The fatall ^ purpose of divine foresight 
Thou doest effect in destined descents,/ 
Through deepe impression of (thy secret migh^ 
And stirredst up th' heroes high intents. 
Which the late world admyres for wondrous mcmiments. 

Bmttwfetf reveals. * Lampingy ihining. ' AffecHonSy pamiioni. 
< FUy paoion. ^ Fatally ordained by fate. 
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III. 

But thy dredd dartes in none doe triumph rnQre, 
Ne braver proofe in any of thy powre 
Shewd'st thou, then ^ m this royall Maid of yore, 
Making her seeke an unknowne Paranioure, 
From the worlds end, through many a bitter stowre®: 
From whose two loynes thou afterwardes did rayse 
^ost &mous fruites of matrimoniall bowre,^ 
Which through the earth have spredd their livmg prayse, 

That feme in tromp of gold etomally displayes. 

IV. 
Begin then, O my dearest sacred Dame, 

/Daughter of Phoebus and of Memorye;;^ 
That doest ennoble with immortall name 
The warlike worthies, fiom antiquitye, 
In thy great volume of Etemitye ; 
Begin, O Clio, and recount from hence 
My gl(»rious Soveraines goodly Auncestrye, 
Till that by dew degrees, and long protense,^ 

Thou have it lastly brought unto her Excellence. 

V. 
Full many wayes within her troubled mind 
Old Glauce cast to cure this Ladies griefe ; 
Full many wayes she sought, but none could find, 
Nor herbes, nor charmes, nor TOopsri that is chiefe 
And choicest med'cine for sick harts reliefe : 
Forthy* great care she tooke, and greater feare, 

^ 71^071, than. ' ProtensCf extension. 

• SUnorej peril. * FortAy, therefore. 



TV. 2. — Daughter of Pfudnts, &c.] This is the second time that 
Spenser has spoken of the Muses as being the daughters of Phcebufl, 
instead of Jupiter. See book I. canto II. stanza V. 

y . 6. — Qreat care she tooke."] She felt great concern. 
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Least that it should her turne to fowle repriefe ^ 
And sore reproch^ whenso her lather deare 

Should of his dearest daughters hard iiusfi)rtune beare. 

VI. 
At last she her avisde,' that he which made 
That Minfaour, wherein the sicke Damosell 
So straungely vewed her straunge lovers shade, 
To weet, the learned Merlin, well could tell 
Under what coast of heaven the Man did dweO, 
And by what means his love might best be wrought : 
For, though beyond the Afirick Ismael 
Or th' Indian Peru he were, she thought 

Him forth through infinite endevour to have sought 

vu. 
Forthwith themselves disguising both in straunge 
And base attjrre, that none might them bewray,' 
To Maridunum, that b now by chaunge 
Of name Cayr-Merdin cald, they tooke their way : 

' There the wise Merlin whylome ^ wont (they say) 
To make his wonne,^ Inw un^^' neath the g round 
In a-deepe delv^,^ farre from the V 9 w of day , 
That of no living wight he mote be found, 
I Whenso he counseld with his sprights encompast round. 

vin. 
And, if thou ever happen that same way 

' Reprirfef reproof. * Whylome, formerly. 

' AvisdCf bethought * WomUf dwelling. 

' Bewray f ditcoTer. * Delve, caTe. 



VI. 7.— 7%« 4frick Ismael] The Moon^ Bedouin Arabf, &e., 
inhabiting the northern parti of Africa, are lupposed to be descendant! 
of Ishmael. 

VII. 4. — Cayr-Merdm.'] Caermarthen, in Wales, the anpposed resi- 
dence of Merlin. 
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To traydll, go to see that dreadful place : 
It is an hideous hollow cave- (they say) 
Under a rock that lyes a litle space 
From the swift Barry, tombling downe apace 
Emongst the woody hilles of Dyneuowre : 
But dare thou not, I charge, in any cace 
To enter into that same baleiiill bowre/ 

F<»r feare the cniell feendes should thee unwares devowre: 

IX. 
But standing high aloft low lay thine eare, 
And there such g faasdy noyse of yron chaines 
And brasen caudrons thou shalt rombling heare, 
Which thousand sprights with long enduring paines 
Doe tosse, that it will stonn thy feeble braines ; 
And oftentimes great grones, and grievous stownds,* 
When too huge toile and labour them constraines ; 
And oftentimes loud strokes and ringing sowndes 

From under that deepe rock most horribly rebowndes. 

X. 

fThe cause, some say, is this : A lide whyle 

^^£efore that Merlin dyde, he did mtend 
A brasen wall in compas to corapyle ^ 
About Cairmardin, and did it commend 
Unto these sprights to bring to perfect end : 
During which worice the Lady of the Lake, 

' BowrBf chamber, dwelling. ' StawndSf noises. 

' CompyUf pile together, construct 



X. 6.— 77^ Lady of the Lake.'] The Lady of the Lake is a well- 
known personage in the romances relating to King Arthur. Lancelot 
da Lac, one of the Knights of the Round Table, was educated hj her. 
The reader will recollect her appearance in Sir Walter Scott's " Kenil- 
worth,'* in the description of the festivities in honor of Queen Elizabeth, 
at Kenilworth Castle Merlin is represented as enamored of her; but 
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Whom long he lov'd, for him m bast did send ; 

Who, thereby forst his workemen to forsake. 
Them bownd, till his retoume, their labour not to slake.^ 

XI. 

In the meane time througli that false LacUes trsune* 

He was surprisd, and buried under beare, 

Ne ever to his worke retumd againe : 

Nath'lesse those feends may not their work forbeare, 

So greatly his commandement they feare, 

But there doe toyle and traveile day and night, 

Untill that brasen wall they up doe reare : 

For Merlin had in magick more insight I 
Then ^ ever him before or after livmg wight I 

XII. 

For he by wordes could call out of the sky 

Both sunne and moone, and make them him obay ; 

The land to sea, and sea to maineland dry. 

And darksom night he eke could tume to day ; 

Huge hostes of men he could alone dismay, 

And hostes of men of meanest thinges could frame, 

Whenso him list * his enimies to fray * : 

That to this day, for terror of his fame. 
The feendes do quake when any him to them does name. 

XIII. \ 

And, sooth,^ men say that he was not the sonne 

> SOakBy slack. * Trainee artifice. ' 7%m^ than. 
* Him Ustf he pleased. ^ Frayj terrify. * Soothf indeed. 



she did not return his passion, and made use of her power over him to 
enclose him in a rocky cavern. The story of the brazen wall, Warton 
says, was borrowed by Spenser from Giraldus Cambrensis, who, 
during his progress through Wales, in the twelfUi century, picked it 
up among the other traditions propagated by the British bards. 

XI. 2. — Buried under beare.} Buried under something which en- 
closed him like a coffin or bier. 
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Of mortal! syre or other living wight, 

But woodrously begotten, and begonne 

By false illusion of a guileiiiU spright 

On a &ire lady Nonne, that whilome ^ hi^t' 

Matilda, daughter to Pubidius 

Who was the lord of Mathtraval by right, 

And coosen unto king Arobrosius ; 
Whence he indued was with skill so merveilous. 

XIV. 

They, here arriving, staid awhile without, 

Ne durst adventure rashly m to wend,^ 

But of. their first intent gan make new dout 

For dread of daunger, which it might portend : 
-*Untill the hardy Mayd (with Love to fi^end) * 

First entering, the dreadfiiU Mage * there fownd 

Deepe busied 'bout worke of wondrous end. 

And writing straunge chark^ters in the grownd. 
With which the stubbome feendes he to his service bownd. 

XV. 

He nought was moved at their entraunce bold, 

For of their commmg well he wist ® afore ; 

> Whilome, formerly. « To frend, for h inend. 

' Eighty was named. ' ^f^g^y magician, 

» Wend, go. « ffw^, knew. 



Xm. 3.— Wondrously begotten.} The father of Merlin was a de- 
mon, and his mother an English maiden of distinction, who afterwards 
became a nun. The reader will find a fiill accomit of his extra- 
ordinary origin and birth in the first Tolame of Ellis's Specimens of 
Early English Metrical Romances. See also Dunlop's History of 
Fiction, vol. I. p. 204. 

XIII. 7.— Mathtraval.'] <<Roderic the Great (see stanza XL VIII.) 
divided Wales into three proyinces, Aberf&aw, Dinevowr, and Math- 
trayal." — Church. 

XIV. 3. — Oan make new douL."] Began to feel new apprehensions. 

VOL. n. 19 
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Yet list them bid their busmease to unlold. 
As if ought in this worid m secrete store 
Were from him hiddeo^ or unknowne of yore. 
Then Glauci thus ; '< Let not it thee oflkid, 
That we thus rashly through thy daikaom dote 
Unwares have prest ; for either fiuall end, I 
Or other mightie cause, us two did hether seod.'^ 

XVI. 
He bad teU on : And then she thus b^an ; 
^^ Now have three moones with bonowd brotbeis li^ 
Thrise shined iaire, and thrise seemd dim and wan, 
Sith ^ a gpfff frY'^j which this Virgin bright 
Tonnenteth and doth plcmge b doleiiiU plight, 
First rooting tooke ; but what thing it mote bee, 
Or whence it sprcmg, I cannot read* aright : 
But this I read,* that, but if ^ remedee 
Thou her afhrd, M shordy I her dead shall see." 

XVII. 
Therewith th' Enchaunter sofUy gan to smjde 
At her smooth speeches, weeting* mly well\ 
That she to him dissembled womanish guyle; 
I And to her said ; " Beldame, by that ye tell 
\ More neede of leach-crafte * hath your Damozell, 
1 Then ® of my skill : who helpe may have elsewh«:e, 
1 In vaine seekes wonders out of magick spell." 
Th' old woman wox half blanck ^ those wordes to heare ; 
And yet was loth to let her purpose plaine appeare ; 

1 SUk, since. * Read, leam. ' BtU tf, unleM. 

^ WeeUngf knowing. ^ Leack-crafte, medical skill. * Hun, than 

^ Blanek, confoonded, or out of coantenanoe. 



XV. 8. — Faiall end.1 Decree of the fates. 

XVII. 3. — DissemhUd toomanish guyU.] Concealed the troth with 
Wiuanish artifice 
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xvin. 
And to him sajd ; ^' Yf any leaches skill, 
Or other learned meanes, could have redrest 
This my deare daughters deepe-engraffed iU, 
Certes ^ I should be loth thee to molest: 
But this sad evill, which doth her infest, 
Doth course of naturall cause farre exceed, 
And housed b within her hollow brest, 
That either seemes some cursed witches deed, 
Or evill spright, that in her doth such torment breed.'' 
XIX. 
The Wisard could no lenger beare her bord,^ 
But, bursting forth m laughter, to her sayd ; 
^^ Glance, what needes this colourable word 
To cloke the cause that hath itselfe bewrayd ^ ? 
Ne ye, fayre Britomartis, thus arayd, 
«*More hidden are then * sunne in cloudy vele ; 
Whom thy good fortune, having fete obayd. 
Hath hether brought for succour to appele ; 
The which the Powres to thee are pleased to revele." 
XX. 
The doubtfull Mayd, seeing herselfe descryde, 
Was all abasht, and her pure yvory 
Into a cleare carnation suddeine dyde ; 
I feyre Aurora, lysing hastily, 
i by her blushing tell that she did lye 
night in old Tithonus frozen bed, 
bereof she seemes ashamed inwardly : 
lit her olde nourse was nought dishartened, 
But vauntage made of that which Merlin had ared ^ ; 

* CerUM^ certainly. • Bordj jeit, or pretence. 
* Bewraydy reyetled. < Tlun, than. * ^tdf explained. 
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XXI. 

And sayd ; " Sith ^ then tbou knowest all our gii^ 
(For what doest not thou knowe ?) of grace I pray, 
Rtty our playnt, and yield us meet reliefe ! " 
With that the Prophet still awhile did stay. 
And then his spirite thus gan foorth display ; 
" Most noble Virgin, that by fiitall * IcMre 
Hast leam'd to love, let no whit thee dismay 
The hard beginne ^ that meetes thee in the dore. 
And with sharpe fits thy tender hart oppresseth sore : 
W XXIL 

And eke enrooted deepe must be that tre^ i. 
Whose big embodied braunches shall n6t iin * 
TiU they to hevens lught forth stretched bee. 
For fixMn thy wombe a famous progenee 
Shall spring out of the auncient Trojan blood, 
Which shall revive the sleeping memoree 
Of those same antique peres, the hevens brood, 

Which Greeke and Asian rivers stayned with their Uood. 
xxm. 
" Renowmed kings, and sacred emperours, 
Thy fhiitiuU ofspring, shall firom thee descend ; 
Brave captaines, and most mighty warriours. 
That shall their conquests through all lands extend. 
And their decayed kingdomes shall amend : 
The feeble Britons, broken with long warre. 
They shall upreare, and mightily defend 
Against their forren foe that commes from ferre, 

Till universall peace compound all civill iarre. 

' Sithf since. ' BegimUy beghmmg. 

* FataUy ordained by fate. ^ Ltm, atop. 
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xxiv. 

^^ It was not, Britomait, thy wandring eye 

Glauncing unwares in cbanned Looking-glas, 
wlBut the streig^t course ofhevenly destiny, 
ILed with Eternal! Providence, that has 

Cruyded thy glaunce, to bring His WiU to pas : 

Ne is thy fate, ne is thy fortune iU, 

To love the prowest * Knight that ever was : 

Therefore submit thy wayes unto His Will, 
And doe, by all dew meanes, thy-4^^y fiilfill." 

XXV. 

" But read,* " saide Glance, " thou Magitian, 

What meanes shall she out-seeke, or what waies take ? 

How shall she know, how shall she finde the Man ? 

Or what needes her to toyle, sith ^ fates can make 

Way for themselves their purpose to pertake ? " [C ^ 

' Then Merlin thus ; " Indeede the fates are firme, 

And may not shrinck, though all the world do shake : 

Yet ought mens good endevours them confirme, 
And guyde the heavenly causes to their constant terme. 
XXVL 

" The Man, whom heavens have (Hrdajmd to bee 

The spouse of Britomart, is Arthegall : 

He wonneth * in the land of Fayeree, 

Yet is no Fary borne, ne sib ^ at all v 

To Elfes^but sprong of seed terrestrial!^ 

' Prowest y bravest. * Read, explain. ' Sith^ since. 
* Wimneth, dwelleth. * Sih, related to. 



k* 



^' I 



f 



XXV . 5. — 'Hidr purpose to ptrtake.'] To make her partake of their 
pnrposea, or include her in their plans. 

XX VI. 1. — 7%« Man, &c.] The fabulous chronicle of British kings 
is here resumed from the tenth canto of the second book. The narra- 
tive there ceases before the reign of Arthur, and commences here after it. 

19» 
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And whylome ^ by false Fanes stobe away, 
Whyles yet in mfant cradle he did crall ; 
Ne other to himselfe is knowne thb day, I 

But that he by an Elfe was gMean of a Fay: I 
xxvn. 
^< But sooth ^ he b the sonne of Goilois, 
And brother unto Cador, Cornish king ; 
And for his warlike feates renowmed b, 
From where the day out of the sea doth spring, 
Untill the closure of the evening : 
From thence him, firmely bound with iaithiiill band, 
To this his native soyle thou backe shalt bring, 
Strongly to ayde his countrey to withstand 

The powre of forreine Pajmims which invade thy land. 
XXVIII. 
^< Great ayd thereto his mighty puissaunce 
And dreaded name shall give m that sad day ; 
Where also proofe of thy prow ' valiaunce^ 
Thou then shalt make, t' increase thy Lover's pray : 

I' Long time ye both in armes shall beare great sway, 
Till thy wombes burden thee linom them do call, 
And his last iate him from thee take away ; 

Whylame, formerly. ' Praw, (preuxj Fr.,) hraTe and lojaL 
Sooth, tniij. * VaUatmee, Y9lor. 



XXVII. l.-^Oorlofs.] This Gorloii was the Duke of ComwiIL 
Arthur Pendragon, the king of Britain, became enamored of his wift 
Igana, and haying, by Merlin's help, asaumed the person of Gorlois, he 
became by her the father of Arthur ; and after the death of Gkniois he 
married her. By Gorlois she had also a son Cador. So far the chroni- 
cles and romances. Spenser represents her as having another son by 
Gorlois, that is, Arthegall. 

XXVII. 6. — From them.] From Fairy land. 
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Too rathe^ cut off by practise criminall 
Of secrete foes, that him shall make in mischiefe fall. 
XXIX. 
^' With thee yet shall he leave, for memory 
Of his late puissaimce, his ymage dead, 
That living him in all activity 
To thee shall represent : He, fiom the head 
Of his coosen Constantius, without dread 
Shall take the crowne that was his fathers right, 
And therewith crowne himselfe in th' others stead : 
Then shall he issew forth with dreadfiill might 
Against his Saxon foes in bloody field to fight. 
XXX. 
<< Like as a lyon that in drowsie cave 
Hath long time slept, himselfe so shall he shake ; 
And, commmg forth, shall spred his banner brave 
Over the troubled South, that it shall make 
The warlike Merdans for feare to quake : 
Thrise shall be fight with them, and twise shall win ; 
But the third time shall fayre accordaunce make : 
And, if he then with victorie can Im,' 
He shall his dayes with peace bring to his earthly In. 
XXXI. 
'< EGs Sonne, bight ^ Vortipore, shall him succeede 
In kingdome, but not in felicity : 
Yet shall he long time warre with happy speed, 
And with great honour many batteills try ; 
But at the last to th' importunity 

1 RaAe, early. * Im, stop. * Highty called. 



XXX. 5. — Mertians.'] Mercia was one of the kingdoms of the 
8azon Heptaichy. 
XXX. 9. — Earthly hi.] Death, or the graye. 
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Of ih>ward fortune shall be foist to yield : 
But his Sonne Malgo shall foil mightily 
Avenge his fathers losse with speare and shield^ 

And his proud foes discomfit in victorious field. 
XXXII. 
" Behold the Man ! and tell me, Britomart, 
If ay more goodly creature thou didst see ? 
How like a gyaunt in each manly part 
. Beares he himselfe with portly maiestee, 
hThat one of th' old heroes seemes to bee ! ^ 
He the six Islands, comprovinciall ^ 
In auncient times unto great Britainee, 
ShaU to the same reduce, and to him call 

Their sondry kings to do their homage severall* 
XXXIII. 
^' All which his sonne Careticus awhile 
Shall well defend, and Saxons powre suppresse ; 
Untill a straunger king, fiom unknowne soyle 
Arriving, him with multitude oppresse ; 
Great Gormond, having with huge mightinesse 
Ireland subdewd, and therein fixt his throne, 
like a swift otter, fell through emptmesse,^ 
ShaD overswim the sea with many one 

Of his Norveyses,' to assist the Britons fone.^ 

* Compromndall to, contained in the snnie province with. 

' Fell through emptinesses cruel through hunger. 

• J^orveysesy Norwegians. * Fone^ foea. 



XXXII. 6. — The six Islands.'] These islands are stated to be Ire- 
land, Iceland, Grothland, the Orkneys, Jforwayy and Dodo. 

XXXIII. 5. — Great Gormond.'} This Gormond is called a king of 
the Africans, and yet, by a strange confusion of latitude, is represented 
as the captain of the Norwegian pirates. 
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XXXIV. 

^< He in his fiirie all shall oyerHPonney 

And holy church with £sdthlesse handes deface, 

That thy sad people, utterly fordonne/ 

Shall to the utmost mountaines fly apace : 

Was never so great waste in any place, 

Nor so fowle outrage doen by living men ; 

For all thy citties they shall sacke and race,^ 

And the greene grasse that groweth they shall bren,' 
That even the wilde beast shall dy m starved den. 
XXXV. 

^' Whiles thus thy Britons doe in languour pine, 

Proud Etheldred shall fix)m the North arise, 

Serving th' ambitious will of Augustine, 

And, passing Dee, with hardy enterprise 

Shall backe repulse the valiaunt Brockwell twise, 

And Bangor with massacred martyrs fill ; 

But the tUrd time shall rew^ his fbd-hardise; 

For Cadwan, pittymg his peoples ill, 
Shall stoutly him defeat, and thousand Saxons kill. 
XXXVI. 

''But, after him, Cadwallin mightily 

On his Sonne Edwin all those wrongs shall wieake ; 

Ne shaU availe the wicked sorcery 

> Fordmmii undone. ' iZoce, me. ^ Brtn^ burn. ^ Itaio, pity. 



XXXV. 2. — Proud Ethddred.] In Hub stanza we have a glimmering 
of anthentic history. In the beginning of the seventh centory, £thel- 
ftith, the king of Bernicia, defeated the Welsh nnder Broemail, near 
Bangor, with great slaughter. Tumer^s Anglo-Saxons, vol. i. 333. — 
But this was not until after the death of St. Augustine, who introduced 
Christianity among the Anglo-Saxons. 

XXXVI. l. — CadtealHn migkHly.] In 633, Edwin, the king of 
Northumbria, was defeated by Cadwallon, king of North Walef, ^ 
ilain. 
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Of false Pellite his purposes to breake, 
But him shall slay, and on a gallowes bleak 
Shall give th' enchaunter his unhappy hire : 
Then shall the Britons, late dismayd and weake. 
From their long vassallage gin to respire, 

And on their Paynim foes avenge their ranckled ire. 
XXXVII. 
'^ Ne shall he yet his wrath so mitigate, 
Tm both the sonnes of Edwm he have slayne, 
Offiicke and Osricke, twmnes unfcMtunate, 
Both slaine in battaile upon Layburae playne, 
Together with the king of Louthiane, 
Hight ^ Adin, and the king of Orkeny, 
Both ioynt partakers of their fatall payne : 
But Penda, feareiull of like desteney, 

Shall yield himselfe his liegeman, and sweare f&lty : 
XXXVIII. 
^' Him shall he make his iatall instrument 
T' afflict the other Saxons unsubdewd : 
He marching forth with fiiry insolent 
Against the good king Oswald, who indewd 
With heavenly powre, and by angels reskewd. 
All holding crosses in their hands on hye, 
Shall him defeate withouten blood imbrewd : 
Of which that field for endlesse memory 

Shall Hevenfield be cald to aU posterity. 
XXXIX. 
" Whereat Cadwallin wroth shall forth issew. 
And an huge hoste into Northumber lead, 

> Higktf caUed. 



XXXVm. A, — King Ostoald.] In 634, CadwaUon was totally de- 
ftated by Oiwild, king of Bemicia, and slain in battle. 
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With which he godly Oswald shall subdew, 
And crowne with mardredome his sacred head : 
Whose brother Oswin, daunted with like dread, 
With price of silver shall his kingdome buy ; 
And Penda, seeking him adowne to tread. 
Shall tread adowne, and doe him fowly dye ; 

But shall with gifts his lord Cadwallin pacify. 
XL. 
^' Then shall Cadwallin die ; and then the raine 
Of Britons eke with him attonce shall dye ; 
Ne shall the good Cadwallader, with paine 
Or powre, be hable it to remedy, 
When the fall time, preBxt by destiny, 
Shall be expird of Britons regiment ^ : 
For Heyen itselfe shall their successe envf, 
And them with plagues and murrins pestilent 

Consume, till all their warlike puissaunce be spent 
XU. 
^^ Yet after aU these sorrowes, and huge hills 
Of dying people, during eight yeares space, 
Cadwallader, not yielding to his ills. 
From Armoricke, where long in wretched cace 
He Uv'd, retouming to his native place, 
Shal be by vision staide from his intent : 
For th' Heavens have decreed to displace 
The Britons for their sinnes dew punishment, 

And to the Saxons over-give^ their government. 
XLII. 
" Then woe, and woe, and everlasting woe, 
Be to the Briton babe that shal be borne 
To live in tbraldome of his fathers foe ! 

^ Reginuntf goyemment ' Over-giv§, giye a?er. 
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Late king, now captive; late lord, now fodome^ ; 
The worids reproch ; the cnidl victors aconie ; 
Banisht from princely bowre to wasteful wood I 
O ! who shall hdpe me to lament and moume 
The royall seed, die antique Trojan Uood, 

Whose empire longer^ here ihea ever any stood ! ** 
XUU. 
The Damzell was iiill deepe empassioned 
Both for his griefe, and for her peoples sake, 
Whose future woes so plaine he fashioned ; 
And, sighing sore, at length him thus bespake ; 
" Ah ! but will Hevens fiiry never slake, 
Nor vengeaunce huge relent itselfe at last ? 
WHl not long misery late mercy make, 
But shall their name for ever be defaste, 

And quite from off the earth their memory be laste'?" 
XLIV. 
" Nay but the terme," sayd he, " is limited, 
That in this thraldome Britons shall abide ; 
And the iust revolution measured 
That they as straungers shal be notifide : 
For twise fowre hundreth yeares shal be supplkle, 
lire they to former rule restor'd shal bee, 
And their importune ^ fates all satisfide : 
Yet, during this their most obscuritee, [may see. 

Their beames shall ofte breake forth, that men them feire 
XLV. 
" For Rhodoricke, whose surname shal be Great, 
Shall of himselfe a brave ensample shew, 
That Saxon kings his friendship shall intreat ; 

1 Forlome, rained. ' RasUj erased. 

» UngeTf longer. * Impartmte, fiill of tnmblB. 
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And Howell Dha shall goodly well mdew 
The salvage minds with skill of iust and trew : 
Then Chi%tfa Conan also shall uprears 
His dreaded head, and the old sparkes renew 
Of native corage, that his foes shall feare 

Least backe againe the kmgdom he from them should beare. 
f XLVI. 
<' Ne shall the Saxons selves all peaceably • 
Enioy the crowne, which diey from Britons wonoe 
First ill, and alter ruled wickedly : 
For, ere two hundred yeares be fiill outronne, 
There shall a Raven, fer from risbg sunne, 
With his wide wmgs upon diem fiercely fly. 
And bid his faithlesse chickens ^ overroone 
The fruitful plaines, and with fell ciuelty 

In their avenge tread downe the victors surquedry.' 
XLVII. 
'' Yet shall a Third both these and thine subdew : 
There shall a lion from the sea4)ord wood 
Of Neustria come roring, with a crew 
Of hungry whelpes, his battailous bold brood, 
Whose dawes were newly dipt in cruddy ^ blood. 
That from the Daniske Tyrants head shall rend 
Th' usurped crowne, as if that be were wood,^ 
And the spoile of the countrey conquered 

Emongst his young ones shall divide with bountyhed. 

' FaithUMse chickens, heathen brood. ' Surquedry, insolence. 
• Cmddy, curdled. * Wood, mad. 



XLVI. 5. — A Bavtn.'] This refers to the invasion of the Danes. 
XLVII. 2.— J^JLum.] This is William of Normandy. ffeuatriamM 
the ancient name of the north-west part of France. 
XLVn . 2. — The sea-hord toood.] The woods bordering on the sea. 

VOL. II. 20 
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XLvm. 

'^ Tho/ when the tenne is iiiU acootnplishid. 

There shall a spaike of fire, wbkh hath longwhOe 

Bene in his ashes raked up and hid, 

Bee fireshly kindled in the fiuitfuU He 

Of Mona, where it lurked m exile ; 

Which shall breake forth into bri^t burning flame. 

And reach into the house that beares the stile 

Of royall maiesty and soveraiDe name : 
So shall the Briton blood their crowne againe reclame. 
XLIX. 

^< Thenceforth etemall union shall be made 

Betweene the nations dififerent afore, 

And sacred Peace shall lovingly persuade 

The warlike minds to leame her goodly Iotc, 

And civile armes to exercise no more : 

Then shall a Royall Virgin raine, which shall 

Stretch her white rod over the Belgicke shore, 

And the great Castle smite so sore withall, 
That it shall make him shake, and shordy leam to M : 

L. * 

" But yet the end is not " — Tbeare Merlin stayd. 

As overcomen of the spirites powre, 

Or other ghastly spectacle dismayd, 

1 Tib, then. 



XLVm. 2.— J%ere skaU, Ac.] Llewellyn, the last of the natiTe 
Welsh princes, made an nnsnccessful resistance to Edward I., and 
was defeated and killed. Edward soon aAer created his own inftnt 
son Prince of Wales. 

XLIX. 6.— dtf RayaU Virgin.] This is Queen Elizabeth, who as- 
fisted the Belgian provinces, and defeated the Armada. 
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That secredy Jhe saw, jet note ^ discoure* : 
Which suddein fitt and halfe extatick stoure ' 
When the two fearefiill wemen saw, they grew 
(xreatly confused in behaveoure : 
At last, the iiiry past, to fonner hew 

Hee tumd againe, and chearfull looks as earst^ did shew. 

U. 
Then, when themselves they well instructed had 
Of all that needed them to be inquird, 
They both, conceiving hope of comfort glad. 
With lighter hearts unto their home retird ; 
Where they in secret counsell close conspird, 
How to effect so hard an enterprize. 
And to possesse ^ the purpose they desird : 
Now this, now that, twixt them they did devize, 

And diverse plots did frame to maske in strange disguise. 

LU. 
At last the nourse^^ her fool-hardy wi^ 
Conceiv'd a bold devise, and thus bespake ; 
" Daughter, I deeme that counsel aye most fit. 
That of the time doth dew advauntage take : 
Ye see that good king Uther now doth make 
Strong warre upon the Paynim brethren, bight ^ 
Octa and Oza, whome hee lately brake 
Beside Cayr Verolame in victorious fight. 

That now all Britany doth bume in armes bright. 



* MfU, could not ^ Earstj before. 

' Diseouref discoyer. * Possesse^ accompliBh. 

' Stowre, paroxysm. ' Jiighty called. 



LII. 5 — King Uthtr.^ He, it will be remembered, was the fiOher 
of Prince Aithur. See on^e, stanza XXVII. 
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y LItt. 
<< That therefore nou|Bt our passage v6Aj empetch,^ 
Let us in feigned annes ourselves disguize, 
And our weake hands (Need makes good schoQeo) 

teach 
The dreadful speare and shidd to exocize : 
Ne certes,^ daughter, that same warlike wize, 
I weene, would you misseeme ; fin* ye be^ne tall 
And large of limbe t' atchieve an hard emprize ; 
Ne ought ye want but skil, which practize smaD 

Will bring, and shordy make you a Mayd mardalL 

LIV. 
" And, sooth,^ it ought your corage much inflame 
To heare so often, in that royaU hous. 
From whence to none inferior ye came. 
Bards tell of many wemen valorous, 
Which have fiill many feats adventurous 
Performd,Qn paragone * of proudest men\ 
The bold Bunduca, whose victorious 
Exployts made Rcmie to quake ; stout Guendolen ; 

Renowmed Martia ; and redoubted £mmilen ; 

LV. 
^' And, that which more then all the rest may sway, 
Late dayes ensample, which these ^es beheld : 
In the last field before M enevia. 
Which Uther with those forrem Pagans held, 

* Empeaeh, (empeeheTf Pr.,) prevent " Cartes, oertainly. 

• Sooth^ truly. * Paragone, riyahy. 

LIV. 7.— Bold Bunduca.] Or Boadicea, of whom see book 11. 
canto X. stanza LIV. QuendoUn is mentioned in the nme canto, 
Btanza XVII., and Martia in stanza XLII. 
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I saw a Saxon virgm, thd which ftld 
Great Ulfin thrise tipcm th^ Moody playiMi ; 
And, had not Carados her band withheld 
From rash retenge, she had him surety slajne; 

Tet Carados himseUe fiom her escapt with payne/* 

LVl. 
« Ah! read/" quoth Britomart, "how is *e higjit^?" 
" Fayie Angela/' quodi she, " men do her call, 
No whit lesse fiiyre then^ terrible in fight :-^ 
She hath the leading of a martiall 
And mi^tie people, dreaded more then' afi 
The otiber Saxons, which doe, for her safca 
And love, themselves of her name Angles call. 
Therefore, iaire Infant, her ensamfde make 

lUnto tbyselfe, and equall corage to thee take.^ 

\ Lvn. 

Her harty ^ wordes so deepe into the mynd 
Of the young Damzdl sunke, that great desire 
Of warlike armes in her forthwith they tynd,* 
And generous stout courage did inspyre. 
That she resolv'd, unweeting • to her syre, 
Advent'rous knighdiood on herselfe to don ^ ; 
And counseld with her nourse her maides attyre 

> Read, expUxa. > 7V^, kindled. 

' EKghi, called. < Unweeting, unknown. 

^ Ihenj than. ^ Dim, do on, put on. 
* HMTty, hearty, lealons. 



LV . 5. — A Saxon virgin.] ** This Saxon virgin is, I believe, entirely 
of Spenser's own feigning." — Uptow. 

LVL 7. — Angles.] The Angles were a Qerman tribe who aided the 
Saxons in gnbjogating Britain. Spenser's derivation of the name 
reminds as of that he gives of Germany, in book 11. canto X. stanza 

xxn. 

20* 
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To tame mto a massy habergeon ^ ; 
And bad her all things put m readmess anoo. 
LVUI. 

Th' old woman nought that needed did omit ; 

But all thbges did conveniently purvay. 

It fortuned (so time their tume did fitt) -^mb^ 

A band of Britons, rydmg on forray 

Few dayes before, had gotten a great pray 

Of Saxon goods ; emongst the which was seene 

A goodly armour, and full rich aray, 

Which long'd ^ to Angela, the Saxon queoie, 
All fretted ' round widi gold and goodly wel beseene. 
LIX. 

The same, with aU the other ornaments, 

King Ryence caused to be hanged hy 

In his chiefe church, for endlesse mcHiiments 

Of his successe and gladfiill victory : 

Of which herselfe avizing * readily, 

In th' evening late old Glauce thether led 

Faire Britomart, and, that same armory 

Downe taking, her therem appareled 
Well as she might, and with brave bauldrick ^ garnished. 
LX. 

Beside those annes there stood a mightie speare, 
•■•Which Bladud made by magick art of yore. 

And usd the same in batteill aye to beare ; 

Sith ® which it had beene here preserved m stcMre, 

1 HabergeoHy ileeyeless coat of mail ', diminutiTe of hauberk, 
• Long'dy belonged. * Fretted^ wrought with fret- work. 

^ Avitingy bethinking. * Bauldrickf belt ' SUky since. 



LX. 2. --Bladud,] Of Bladud, lee book II. canto X. stanza XXV. 
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For his great virtues proved long afore : 

For never wight so bat m sell ^ could sit, 

But him perforce unto the ground it bore : 

Both speare she tooke and shield which hong bjr it ; 
Both speare and shield of great powre, for her purpose fit 

LXI. 

Thus when she had the Virgm all arayd. 

Another hamesse which did hang thereby 

About herselfe she dight,^ that the yong Mayd 

She might in equall armes accompany, 

And as her Squyre attend her carefiiUy: 

Tho^ to their ready steedes they clombe full light ; 

And through back waies, that none might them espy, 
/Covered with secret cloud of silent night,^ 
T^anselves they forth convaid, and passed forward right. 
LXn. 

Ne rested they, tiU that to Fa«ry Lond \ 

They came, as Merlin tb^n directed late :\ 

Where, meeting with this Redcrosse Knight, she fond 

Of diverse thinges discourses to dilate,^ 

But most of Arthegall and his estate. 

At last their wayes so fell, that they mote part: 

Then each to other, well^ affectionate, 

Frendship professed with uniained hart : 
^^e Redcrosse Knight diverst ® ; but forth rode Britomart. 

' Sdlf raddle. ^ Dilate, enlarge upon. 

> Dighty pat, dispoM. * Wdly very, like the French hien. 

' Tko, then. * Dvoertt, diverged, tamed off. 
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CANTO IV. 



Bold Mwmell of Bntomut 
Is throwne on the Rich Strond : 

Faire Florimell of Arthur is 
Lob; followed, hot xHJi fond. 

1. 
Whebb IB the Antique giory now become, 
That whylome * wont in wemen to appeare? 
Where be the iMrave atchievements doen by some ? 
Where be the batteiUes, where the shield and speare, 
And all the conquests which them high did reare, 
That matter made for famous poets verse, 
And boastfiill men so oft abasht to heare ? 
Beene they all dead, and laide in dolefull herse ? 
Or doen they onely sleepe, and shall agame reverae*? 

n. 
If they be dead, then woe is me therefore ; 
But if they sleepe, O let them soone awake! 
For all too long I bume with envy sore 
To heare the warlike feates which Homere ^pake 
Of bold Penthesilee, which made a lake 
Of Greekish blood so ofte in Trojan plame ; 

' WhylofMj formerly. * Reverse^ return. 



II. 5. — Bold Penthesilee.] Penthesilea is not mentioned bj Homer. 
She came to the aiaistanoe of Priam during the latter years of the 
Trojan war. 
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But when I reade, how stout Debora stroke 
Proud Sisero, and how Camill' hath slaine 
The huge Onilochus, I swell with great disdaine. 

ni. ^ 
Yet these, and all that eb had puissaunce, 
Cannot with noble Britomart compare, 
Aswell far glorie of great valiaunce, 
As for pure chastitee and yertue rare, 
That all her goodly deedes doe well declare. 

(Well worthie stock, from which the branches sprong 
That in late yeares so &ire a blQgaome bare, 
As thee, O Queene, the matter of my song,> 
Whose lignage frcxn this Lady I derive along ! 

IV. 

Who when, through speaches with the Redcrosse Knight, 
She learned had th' estate of Arthegall, 
And in each pcnnt heiselfe informd aright, 
A fiiendly league of love perpetuall 
She with him bound, and conge ^ tooke withall. 
Then he forth on his iouraey did proceede. 
To seeke adventures which mote him befall. 
And win him worship through his warlike deed, 
Which alwaies of his paines he made the chiefest meed. 

V. 
But Britomart kept on her former course, 

' Con^y fiuewell. 



n. 7. — Stout Debora stroke.'] This was done by Jael, and not 
Deborah. See Judges iv. 21. 

n. 9. — Huge OrsUochug.] He was killed by Camilla, as mentioned 
in the JEneid, book VI., 690. 

III. 8. — O (tueene.] Queen Elizabeth. 

IV. 9.— Which oltDoies, &c.] Which (that is, woiship or renown) 
he always esteemed the principal reward of his pains or perils. 
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Ne ever dofte ^ her armes ; but all the way 
Grew pensive through that amorous discourse, 
By which the Redcrosse Knight did earst^ display 
Her Lovers shape and chevalrous aray : 
A thousand thoughts she fashiond in her mind ; 
And m her feigning &ncie did pourtray 
Him, such as fittest she fer love could find, 
' Wjs^, wfljiil^e, pec^^^uable, couUfiOus, and kind* 

VI. 
AVidN^uch selfe-pleasingythoughts her wound she feddN 
And thought so to beguile her grievous smart ; 
But so her smart was much mcnie grievous bredd, 
And the deepe wound more deep engcnrd her hart, 
'■"^That nought but death her dolour ^ mote depart* 
So fi>rth she rode, without repose or rest, 
Searching all lands and each remotest part, 

IFollowmg the guydance ofN^r blinded gues^ 
Till that to the sea-coast at length she her addrest^ 
VII. 
There she alighted from her light-foot beast, 
And, sitting downe upon the rocky shore, 
Badd her old Squyre unlace her lofty creast : 
1 Tho,® having vewd awhile the surges hore 
! That gainst the craggy clifts did loudly rore, 
I And in dieir raging surquedry '' disdaynd 
t That the fast earth affionted ® them so sore, 
And their devouring covetize restraynd ; 
Thereat she sighed deepe, and after thus ccMBplaynd : 

^ Dofte, put off. * Addrtsty directed her coone. 

» Earsty before. « Tho, then. 

• Dolour, grief. ^ Surquedry, insolenoe. 

* Depart, remove. " Affronted, opposed. 



VI. 8. — Her bUnded guest.] Love. 
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I 



VIII. 

<^ Huge sea of sorrow and tempestuous griefe, 
Wherein my feeble baike b tossed long 
)^ Far jGpom the hoped ha^en of reliefe, 

Why doe thy cruel bUlowes beat 3o strong, 
And thy moyst mountaines each on others throng, 
Threatnmg to swallow up my fearefiill lyfe ? 
O, doe thy cruell wrath and spightfuU wrong 
At length allay, and stint ^ thy stormy strife, 

Which in these troubled bowels raignes and rageth ryfe I 

IX. 
" For els my feeble vessell, crazd and crackt 
Through thy strong buffets and outrageous blowes, 
Cannot endure, but needes it must be wrackt 
On the rough rocks, or on the sandy shallowes, 

^The whiles that Love it steres, and Fortune rowes : 
Loze, my lewd * pilott, hath a restlesse minde ; 
And Foctune, boteswaine, no assuraunce knowes ; 
But saile withouten starres gainst tyde and winde : 

How can they other doe, sith ^ both are bold and bli&de I 

X. 
" Thou god of windes, that raignest in the seas, 
That raignest also in the continent, 
At last blow up some gentle gale of ease. 
The which may bring my ship, ere it be rent. 
Unto the gladsome port of her intent ! 
Then, when I shall myselfe in safety see, 
A table, for etemall moniment 

> StirU, stop. * Lewd, ignorant. ' 8Uhf sinoe. 



X. 7. — A table, &c.] It was the custom among the Romans for any 
one who had escaped shipwreck to express his gra^tude bj hanging np, 
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Of thy great grace and my great ieopardee, 
Great Neptune, I avow to hallow unto thee 1 " 
XI. 
Then ighing softly sore, and inly deepe, 
She shut up all her plaint in privy griefe ; 
(For her great courage wouljj not let her weepe ;) 
Till that old Glauce gan with sharpe repriefe ^ 
Her to restraine, and give her good reliefe 
Through hope of those, which Merlin had her tdd 
Should of her name and nation be chiefe, 
And fetch their bemg fixvn the sacred mould 
OtS^er immortall womb\to be m heven enixdd. 
XII. 
Thus as she her recomforted, she spyde 
Where &i away one, all in armour bright, 
With hasty gallop towards her did lyde: 
Her dolour^ soone she ceast, and on her dight^ 
Her helmet, to her courser mounting light : 
Her tomaer sorrow mto sudden wrath 
V (Both coosen ^ passbns of distroubled spright/ 
Lkmverting, forth she beates the dusty path : 
ve and despight attonce her corage kindled hath. 

Xlll. 
As, when a foggy mist hath overcast 
The face of heven and the cleare ayre engroste,* 
The worid in darknes dwels ; till that at last 
The watry soutbwinde from the aeabord coste 



* R^rirfe^ reproof. • Dolour y grief. » Digkty put 
* CooseUj kindred. * EngrosU^ made thick. 



in the temple of Neptone, a tablet or picture reprefenting the oiroQinr 
•taaeet of his danger and escape. 
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Upblowmg doth disperse the vapour lo'ste/ 
And pomes kselfe forth m a stormy dmwre; 
So the fayre Britomart, haying discloste^ 
Her dowdy care into a wrathfiiU stowre,' 
The mist of griefe dissolved did into vengeance powre. 

Efisoones,^ her goodly shield addressing^ fajrre, 

That roortall speare she in h^ hand did take, 

And unto battaill did herselfe prepayre. 

The Koigfat, appioching, stemely her bespake ; 

*' Sir Knight, that doest thy voyage rashly make 

By this forbidden way in my despight, 

Ne doest by otbeis death ensample take ; 

I read^ thee soone retjrre, whiles thou hast might, 

Least afterwards it be too late to take thy flight." 
XV. 
Ythiild^ with deepe disdaine of his proud threat. 
She shordy thus ; '^Fly they, that need to fly ; 
Wordes fearra^ babes : I meane not thee entreat 
To passe ; but maugre ^ thee will passe or dy : " 
Ne lenger^® stayd for th' other to reply. 
But with diarpe speare the rest made dearly knowne. 
Strongly the straunge Knight ran, and sturdily 
Strooke her fiill on the brest, that made h^ downe 

Decline her head, and touch her croups with her crown. 



/ 



^ Lo*ste, dissolved. ' Read, advise. 

* Disdaste, unclosed, let loose. ' Ythrild, thrilled, pierced, moved. 
' SUnore^ passion. * Fearen, frighten. 

^ Ilftsoones, immedktelj. * Maugre, in spite of. 

* Addressings adjusting. ^ Lenger, longer. 



XIV. 6.— T%is farhidden, iMiy.] In the romances of chivalry, it ii 
not nafteqnent for a knight to station himself at some purtioiikr spot, 
and to compel every one who passes to jonst with him. 
VOL. II. 21 
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XVI. 
But she agabe him m the shield did smite 
With so fierce fiirie and great puissaunce. 
That, through his three-square scuchin^ percmg quite 
And through his mayled hauberque,' by mischaunce 
The wicked Steele through his left side did glaunce : 
Him so transfixed she before her bore 
Beyond his croupe, the length of all her launce ; 
Till, sadly soucing ^ on the sandy shore, 
He tombled on an heape, and wallowd in his goie. 

Like as the sacred oxe that carelesse stands 
With gilden homes and flowiy girlonds ciownd, 
Proud of his d3ring honor and deare bandes^ 
Whiles th' altars flune widi fiankincense aiownd. 
All suddeinly with mortall stroke astownd 
Doth groveling fall, and with his streanung gore 
Distaines the pillours and the holy grownd, 
And the iaire flowres that decked him afore : 

So fell proud Marinell upon the Pretious Shore. 
XVIII. \ 
The martiall Mayd stayd not him to lament. 
But forward rode, and kept her ready way 
Along the Strond ; which, as she over-wait, 
She saw bestrowed all with rich aray 
Of pearles and pretious stones of great assay ,^ 
And all the gravell mixt with golden owie : 
Whereat she wondred much, but would not stay 
For gold, or pedes, or pretious stones, an howre, 

But them despised all ; formal! was in her powre. 

^ Seuehin^ escatcheon on hit ihield. 

* Hmtherquey sleeveless cott of mail. ' Souemg, fUling. 

< Jis$tty, Tilue. ' For, notwithstandiiig 
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XIX. 

Whiles thus he lay in deadly stonishmeDt, 
Tydings hereof came to his mothers eare ; 
His mother was the blacke-browd C3rmoent9 
The daughter of great Nereus, which did beare 
This warlike sonne unto an earthly peare, 
The famous Dumarin ; who on a day 
Finding the nymph asleepe m secret wheare,^ 
As he by chaunce did wander that same way, 
Was taken with her love, and by her closely lay, 
XX. 
There he this Knight of her begot, whom bcnme 
She, of his father, Marinell did name ; 
And in a rocky cave as wight fc^orae 
LcHig time she fostred up, till he became 
A mighty man at armes, and mickle^ iame 
Did get through great adventures by him donne : 
J For never man he suffired by that same 
/ Rich Strond to travell, whereas he did wonne,^ 
But that he must do battail with the Sea-nymphes scxme. 
XXI. 
An hundred Knights of honorable name 
He had subdew'd, and them his vassals made : 
That through all Faerie Lond his noble fame 
Now blazed was, and feare did all mvade, 
That none durst passen through that perilous glade : 
And, to advaunce his name and glory more, 

1 Wkearef letiied place. ' MUkle, much. ' WomUf dwell. 



XX. 2.~Jtfoniiea.] Upton conjectmes that Lord Howard, the 
Lord High Admiral of England, ia imaged under the character of 
Marinell, and that there is, in atanza XXII., an allusion to the rieh 
pfizei taken by hhn from the Spaniard!. 
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Her sea-god syre she deardy did perswade 

"F endow her Bonne with threasuie and rich stole 
Bove all the sonnes that were of euMj wombes ybore.^ 
^ xxn. 

The god did graunt his daughters daare demMnd, 

To doen his nephew* in aU riches flow: 

Eftsoones^ his heaped waves he did commauad 

Out of their hollow booome forth to thiow 

All the huge threasure, which the sea bebw 

Had in his greedy gulfe devoured deepe, 

And him enriched through the overthrow 
I And wreckes of many wretches, which Ad weepe 
\ And often wayle their wealth which he fiom tbem did fceepe. 

xxin. 

Shortly upon that Shore there heaped was 

Exceedbg riches and all pretious things^ 
\piie spoyle of all the wori<^; that it did pas^ 

The wealth of th' East, and pompe of Penn kings: 

Grold, andber, yvorie, peries, owches,* rings. 

And all that els was pretious and dears, 

The sea unto him voluntary brings ; 

That shordy he a great Lord did appeare, \ 
As was in all the Lond of Faery, or el9ewheare^^ 
XXIV. 

Thereto ^ he was a doughty dreaded Knight, 

Tiyde often to the scatfa of many dene, 

That none m equall armes hkn matchen might : 

The which his mother seemg gan to feare 

^ Ybore, bom. ^ PaSf surpui. 

* Hepheat, grandson. * Oteekes,jtwt/la, 

* EftsooneSf immediatelj. * 1%0ret0, berfdai. 



XXIV. 2.'-'Tryde cfitn^ ^kc.] Often dearly tried to tks «B«lk • 
hut of man J. 
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Least his too haugfatie hardines ^ migbt reaie 
Some hard mishap in hazard of his life : 
Forthy^ she oft him counseld to forbeare 
The bloody batteill, and to stine up strife. 

But aftar all (lis wane to rest his wearie kniie: 
XXV. 
And, fer his more assuraunce^ she inquired 
One day of Proteus by his mighty spell 
(For Proteus was with prophecy inspired) 
Her deare sonnes destiny to her to tell, 
And the sad end of her sweet Marinell : 
Who, through foresight ct his etemall skiU, 

I Bad her fiom womankind to keepe him well ; 
^ / For of a woman he should have much ill ; 

A Virgb straunge and stout him should dismay^ or kOL 



J." XXVI. V 
av^ hin 



Forthy * she gavfe him wamii^ every day 
The love of women not to entertaine ; 
A lesson too, too hard for(^ving cla^ \ 
From loveNin course of natui^to refraineK 
Yet he hb mothers lore did well retaine. 
And ever from fiiyre Ladies love did fly ; 
Yet many Ladies &yre did oft comjdaine. 
That they for love of him would algates * dy : 
Dy, whoso list for him, he was Loves enimy. «>-» 
XXVII. 
But ah ! who can deceive his destiny, \ 
Or weene by warning to avoyd his faie r 
That, when he sleepes in most security 
And safest seemes, him soonest doth amate,^ 

* BtrMnef, boldxiM. « IWtfty, therefim, ' Dwnu^.cMa. 
« Mgatet, at any rate. " AmaU, aubdoe. 
21 • 
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And findeth dew eSkct or soone or late ; 
So feeble b the powre of fleshly anne ! -*^ 
His mother bad him wemeos love to hate, 
/ For she of womans force did feare no haime ; 
/ So weening to have arm'd him, she did quite disanne, 

XXVIII. 
This was that woman, this that deadly wownd. 
That Proteus prophecide should him dismay ; 
The which his mother vamely did expownd 
To be hart-wownding love, which should assay 
To bring her sonne unto bis last decay. 
^So tickle ^ be the termes of mortall state 
And full of subtile sophismes, which doe play 
With double sences, and with false debate, 
T' approve the imknowen purpose of etemall fiUe. 

XXIX. 

Too trew the famous Marinell it fownd ; 
Who, through late triall, on that Wealthy Strond 
Inglorious now lies in sencelesse swownd. 
Through heavy stroke of Britomartis bond. 
Which when his mother deare did understond, 
And heavy tidings heard, whereas she playd 
Amongst her watry sisters by a pond, 
Gathering sweete daflitdillyes, to have made 
Gay girlonds fifom the sun their forheads &yr to shade ; 

XXX. 
Eilsoones^ both flowres and girlonds far away 
She flong, and her feire deawy lockes yrent ; 
To sorrow huge she tumd her f(»mer play, 

* Tickle, ancertain. ' Eftsoonesy immediatelj. 



XXVIII. S.^ False debate.'] Conteit or unoertainty between two 
meaningt. 
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And gamesom merth to grievous dreriment^ : 
Shee threw herselfe downe on the coDtinent,^ 
Ne word did speake, but lay as in a swowne. 
Whiles all her sisters did for her lament 
With yelling outcries, and with shrieking sowne ; 
Knd every one did teare her girlond from her crowne. 

XXXI. 
Soone as she up out of her deadly fitt 
Arose, she bad her charett to be brought ; 
And all her sisters, that with her did sitt, 
Bad eke attonce their charetts to be sought : 
Tho,3 full of bitter griefe and pensive thought, 
She to her wagon clombe ; clombe all the rest. 
And forth together went, with sorow fraught : 
The waves obedient to iheyre beheast 
rhem ]rielded ready passage, and their rage suiceast^ 

XXXII. 
Great Neptune stoode amazed at their sight. 
Whiles on his broad rownd backe they softly slid. 
And eke himselfe moumd at their mournful plight. 
Yet wist not what their wailing ment, yet did. 
For great compassion of their sorow, bid 
His mighty waters to tliem buxome ^ bee : 
Eflesoones * the roaring billowes still abid,'' 
And all the griesly monsters of the see 
Stood gaping at their gate,^ and wondred them to see. 

xxxm. 
A teme of dolphins raunged m aray 
Drew the smooth charett of sad Cymoent ; 
They were all taught by Triton to obay 

* Dreriment, Borrow. • Bttxome, yielding. 

» Contifunt, ground. • Eftesoanes, immediAtelj. 

' ThOf then. ^ Abid, abode, or remained. 

^ Acrcaojt, entirely ceased. * GtUe, procesaioa, or puMge. 
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To the long raynes at her oonuDaimdemeot: 
As swifte as swallowes on the waves they went. 
That their brode flaggy ^ finnes no jfome did leare, 
Ne bubling rowndell^ they behinde them sent ; 
The rest) c^ other fishes drawen weaie, 

Which with their finny oais the swelling sea did sbeaie.* 
XXXIV. 
Scxme as they bene amv'd upon the brim 
Of\he Rich StronoS^eir charets they fivlofe,^ 
And ret their temed ^ fishes softly swkn 
Along the margent of the ibmy shore, 
Least thejr their finnes should bruze, and suibate* 

sore 
Their tender feete upon the stony grownd : 
And commmg to the place, where all in gore 
And cruddy^ blood enwallowed they fownd 

The lucklesse Marinell lying b deadly swownd, 
XXXV. 
His nx>ther swowned thrise, and the third time 
Could scarce recovered bee out of her paine ; \ 
Had she not beene devoide of mortall slime,^ \ 
She should not then have bene rely v'd ^ againe : \ 
But, soone as life recovered had the raine, 
Shee made so piteous mone and deare wayment,^^ 
That the hard rocks could scarce fifom tears refinine : 
And all her sister nymphes with one constat 

Supplide her sobbing breaches with sad complement. 

' Flaggy^ looee. * Surbat$^ batter. 

* Rownddiy babUes, or clnften of fotm. ' Cruddiy, curdled. 
' Skeare^ divide. • SUme^ clay. 

« Farlore, left. * Rdyv*d, brought to lift. 

* T0me<£, joked in a team. ^^ Wmymenij lamentation. 



XXXV. a— jffid ott ker niter nympkesy &c.] Her nater nympha 
fill up the inter?alB of her sobbing with their own lamentationa. 
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XXXVI. 
<* Deare image of myselfe/' she sayd, ^' duit k 
The wretched soime of wretched mother borne, 
Is this thine high adraimcement? O ! is this 
Th' immortaU name, with which thee jet unbome 
Thj grandsire N^eus piomist to adome? 
Now lyest thou of life and honor refle ^ ; 
Now lyest thou a lumpe of earth forlome ; 
Ne of thy late life memory is lefte ; 

Ne can thy irrevocable desteny bee wefte !* 
xxxvn. 
"Fond ' Proteus, fether of fidse prophecis ! 
And they more Ibnd ^ that credit to thee give ! 
Not this the worice of womans band ywis,^ 
That so deepe wound through these deare membea 

drive. . 

I feared love ; but they that love doe live ;\ '^' 
But they that dye, doe nether love nor hate\ 
Nath'lesse to thee thy folly I forgive ; 
And to myselfe, and to accursed fate, 

The guilt I doe ascribe : deare wisedom bought too late 1 
xxxvni. 
^^ O ! what availes it of immortall seed 
To beene ybredd * and never borne to dye ? 
Farre better I it deeme to die with speed 
Then • waste in woe and waylfuU miserye : 

I Who dyes, the utmost dolor "^ doth abye ® ; 
But who that lives, is lefte to waile his losse : 
So life is losse, and death felicity : 

^ R^, deprired. * Wefiey waiyed, or ayoided. 

' Fondy foolish. * Ymt, surely. 

^ To beene ybreddy to haye been bred, or created. 

* I%m^ than. ' Dolor, grief. " Jibye, abide, endue. 
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Sad life worse than glad death ; and greater crosse 
To see freods grave, then dead the grave selfe to eogroase.^ 
XXXIX. 
'^ But if the heavens did his days envie, 
And my short blis maligne ' ; yet nxite they wdl 
Thus much difhrd me, ere that he did die, 
That the dim eies of my deare Marinell 
I mote have closed, and him bed farewell^ 
Sith ^ other offices for mother meet 

They would not graunt 

Yett ! maulgre * them, farewell, my sweetest Sweet ! 
Farewell, my sweetest sonne, sith ^ we no more shall meet ! '' 

XL. 
Thus when they all had sorowed their 611, 
They softly gan to search his griesly wownd : 
And, that they might him handle more at will, 
They him disarmd ; and, spredding on the grownd 
Their watchet ^ mantles iirindgd with silver rownd, 
They softly wipt away the gelly blood 
From th' orifice ; which having well upbownd, 
They pourd in soveraine balme and nectar good, 
Good both for erthly med'cine and for hevenly food. 

XLl. 
Tho,® when the lilly-handed Liagore 
(Thb liagore whilome"^ had learned sldll 
In leaches craft, by great ApoUoes lore, 
Sith ^ her whilome ^ ufoa high Pindus hill 

» EngrossBf occnpj, * WaUketf blue. 

• MaUgnCy grudge. « ThOy then, 

' Sitkf since. ' Whilomt^ fonnerly. 

* Maidgre, in spite of. 



XXX VIII. 8. — And greater crosse, dtc.] < And 'tis a greater mi^ 
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He loved, and at last her wombe did 611 
With hevenly seed, whereof wise Paeon sprong,) 
Did feele his pulse, shee knew there staled still 
Some litle life his feeble sprites emong ; 

Which to his mother told, despeyre she jGpom her floog. 

XLIl. 
Tho,^ up him taking in their tender hands. 
They easely unto her charett beare : 
Her teme at her commaundement quiet stands. 
Whiles they the corse into her wagon reare. 
And strowe with flowres the lamentable beare : 
Then all the rest into their coches clim. 
And through the brackish waves their passage sheare*; 
Upon great Neptunes necke they sojftly swim. 

And to her watry chamber swijftly carry him. 

JL XLIII. 
e of the sea, her bowre ^ 
Is built of hollow billowes heaped hye, 
Like to thk;ke clouds that threat a stormy showre. 
And vauted^ all within like to the skye. 
In which the gods doe dwell eternally : 
Th^re they him laide in easy couch well dight ^ ; 
And sent m haste for Tryphon, to apply 
Salves to his wounds, and medicmes of might : 
For Trjrphon of sea-gods the soveraine leach is bight.® 

» ThOf then. ♦ Vautedj yaalted. 

■ Skearey cut ' Dight, disposed. 

' Bowre, chamber, dwelling. • Highl, called. 



fortnne to see the graye of a friend, than, dead, to engross or occnpj 
the grave itself.' 

XLIII. 9. — For Trypkan of sea-gods, Ac.] Tryphon 's medical 
diploma is of Spenser's own conferring. There is no ** leech of the 
sea-gods " in classical mythology. 
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xuv. 
The wbSim tbe nympbes att all about him lownd^ 
liameDting \m mishap and heavy pli^t; 
And ofle his modiery vewmg his wide wownd^ 
Cuned tbe hand that did so deadly sm^hl 
Her dearest sonne, her dearest harts delight: 
But ncMie of all those curses overtooke 
The warlike Maide, th' ensample of that roij^t ; 
But fayrdy well she thiyvd, and wdl did Ixooka^ 

Her noble deedes, ne bar right course for ought foaookew 
XLV. 
Yet did &lse Archimage her sdll pursew. 
To bring to passe his mischievous intent. 
Now that he had her singled fixxn tbe crew 
Of courteous Knights, the Prince and Faiy gent,* 
Whom late m chace of Beauty excellent 
Shee lefte, pursewing that same foster^ strong ; 
Of whose fowle outrage they impatient. 
And foil of fiiy zele, him followed long, 

To reskew her firom shame, and to revenge her wrong. 

s XLVl. 

Through thick and thin, through mountains and tbiough 
playns, 

* Brooky bear. • Gent, accomplished. • Foster, forester. 



XLIV. 5.— H«r dearest harts delight.^ This portion of the namtiye 
is resumed in the eleventh canto of the fourth book. 

XLIV. 7. — Th' mtsampU of that might.^ Who had giyon this speci- 
men of her power. 

XUV. a — Wdldidhrooke 

HernobU ieedesJ] Found nothing to reproach herself 
with in her noble deeds. 

XLV. 4.— 7%e Prince and Fary gent,] Prince Arthur and Sir 
Gujon. The narratiTO is resumed from canto I. stanza XVIII. 
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Those two great CtuimpkHis did attonce pursew 
The fearefoU Damzell with incessant payns ; 
Who fixxn them fled, as light-foot hare icom vew 
Of hnmter swifte and sent * of howndes trew. 
yAt last they came unto a double way ; 

/Where, doubtfoll which to take, her to reskiw, 
Themsdyes they did dispart,* each to assay 
i¥hether moie happy were to win so goodly pray. 
^XLVn. 
But Timias, the Princes gentle Squyre, 
That Ladies love unto his Lord forient,^ 
And with proud envy and indignant yre 
After that wicked foster* fiercely went: 
I So beene they Three three sondiy wayes ybent : 
^ut fa3rrest fortune to the Prince befell ; 
Whose chaunce it was, that soone he did repent, 
To take that way in which that Damozell 
Was fledd afore, affiaid of him as feend of hdl. 
XLVni. 
At last of her fer off he gained vew : 
Tnien gan he fireshly pricke his fomy steed. 
And ever as he nigher to her drew, 
So evermore he did increase his speed, 
And of each turning still kept wary heed: 

1 Senlf fMsent • Forlentf gave np. 

' Disparty divide. * FostoTf forester. 



XLVll. 6,^l%ey Three.'] That is, Prince Arthur and Sir Gujon, 
who were both pursuing the lady, and Timias, who was in chase of the 
forester. 

XIjVII. 7,— That soone he did repent.] This is a parenthesis. It 
efaanced to Prince Arthur to take the waj the lady had gone, which, 
however, he had occasion to repent or regret, because (as will be seen 
directly) his hopes were raised only to be disappointed. 

VOL. II. 22 
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Alowd to her be oftentimes did call 
To doe away vaine doubt and needlesse dreed : 
Full myld to her he spake, and oft let fall 
Many meeke wordes to stay and comfint her withalL 
XLIX. 
But nothing might relent ^ her hasty flight ; 
So deepe the deadly feare of that foule swaine 
Was earst^ impressed in her gentle sprigbt: 
^^Jke as a fearefiill doveV^^hich through the raine^ 
Of the wide ayre her way does cut amaine, 
Having iarre off espydej^JjUiilLj^t, 
Which after her his nimble winges doth straine> 
Doubleth her hast for feare to bee for-hent,* 
And with her pineons cleaves the liquid firmament. 
L. 
With no lesse hast, and eke with no lesse dreed, 
That fearefuU Ladie fledd fixnn him that m^t 
To her no evill thought nor evill deed ; 
Yet former feare of being fowly shent^ 
Carried her forward with her first intent : 
And though, oft looking backward, well she vewde 
Herselfe fi-eed icom that foster^ insolent, 
And tliat it was a Knight which now her sewde,''^ 
- Yet she no lesse the Knight feard then® that Villem nide. 

* Rdenty slacken. ^ SheiUy oatni|^. 

• Earstf before. • Foster, forester. 
' Raine, kingdom, realm. ^ Setode, pursued. 
« For-hent, taken before she " Then, than. 

can escape. 



XLIX. 6. — Tossed getU."] Or tassel gentle, as it is called in Ro- 
meo and Juliet, act II. scene II. — a kind of gosshawk, called ^entU, 
firom the ease with which it is tamed, and its attachment to man. 
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LI. 
His uncouth ^ shield and straunge aimes her dismayd. 
Whose like in Faeiy Lond were seldom scene ; 
That fast she fixnn him fledd, no lesse afirayd 
Then ^ of wilde beastes if she had chased beene : 
Yet he her followd still with corage keene 
So long, that now the golden Hesperus 
Was mounted high m top of heaven sheene^^ 
And wamd his other brethren ioyeous 

To light their blessed lamps in loves etemall hous. 

LII. 
All suddeinly dim wox ^ the dampish ayre, 
And griesly shadowes covered heaven bright, 
That now with thousand starres was decked fitjrre : 
Which when the Prince beheld, a lothiiill ^ sight, 
And that perforce, for want of lenger^ light. 
He mote ^ surceasse ^ his suit and lose the hope 
Of his long labour ; he gan fowly wy te ' 
His wicked fortune that had tumd aslope, 

And/^ursed Night that reft from him so goodly scopeN 

LIU. 
Tho,^^ when her wayes he could no more descry, 
But to and iro at disaventure strayd ; 
like as..^j[|2ip, whose Jojjgjtar suddeinly 
Covered with clouds her pilott hath dismayd ; 

' Uneouthy unknown, strange. ' Lengefy longer. 

' Iften, than. ^ MoiCf must. 

' Sheens, shining. * SurceassBf cease from. 

* Wox, waxed. • Wyte, reproach 

* LathfuUf unpleasant. ^^ Tko, then. 



LI. 1 . — JRa uncouth shield.] Prince Arthur's shield, it will be recol- 
lected, was covered with a veil. 
LU. 9. — So goodly scope.] So fiiir an object 
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His wearisome pursuit perforce be stsjd, 
And from his loftie steed dismounting low 
Did let him forage : downe himselfe he Uyd 
Upon the grassy ground to sleepe a tfaiow ^ ; 
-^-^The cold earth was his couch, the hard Steele his (ulUrar. 

^ LIV. > 
But gende Sleepe envyde him any rest ; 
Instead thereof sad soiow and disdaine 
Of his hard hap did vex his noble brest, 
AndHbousand Fanci^^^ett his ydle brayne 
With their light wings, tW lights nf f^r^Mtp^tff ^ YfUP** ' 
Oft did he wish that Lady &ire mote bee 
His Faery Queene, for whom he did complaine ; 
Or that his Faery Queene were such as shee : 

And ever hasty Night he blamed bitteriie : 

LV. 
" Night ! thou foule mother of annoyaunce sad| 
Sister of heavie Death, and nouise of Woe, I 
Which wast begot in heaven, but for thy bad 
And biutish shape thrust downe to hell below. 
Where, by the grim floud of Cocytus slow. 
Thy dwelling is in Herebus black hous, 
(Black Herebus, thy husband, is the foe 
Of all the gods,) where thou ungratious 

Halfe of thy dayes doest lead in honour hideous ; 
LVI. 
" What had th' EtCTnall Maker need of thee 
The world in his continuall course to keepe. 
That doest all thinges deface, ne lettest see 
The beautie of his worke ? Indeed in sleepe 
The slouthfoll body that doth love to steepe 

> ThroWf a whUe. * SemUtmis, phtntoms. 
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Hb lustlesse ^ limbes^ and drowne his baser mind. 
Doth praise thee oft, and oft fixim Stygian deepe 
Calles thee his goddesse, in his enour blind, 
And great dame Natures handmaide chearing every kind. 

LVII. 
" But well I wote^ that to an heavy hart 
Thou art the roote and nourse of bitter cares, 
Breeder of new, renewer of old smarts : 
Instead of rest thou lendest rayling ^ teares ; 
Instead of sleepe thou sendest troublous feares 
And dreadfiill visions, in the which alive 
The dreary image of sad Death appeares : 
So fixnn the wearie spirit thou doest drive 
Desired rest, and men of happinesse deprive. 
P LVIII. 

1 " Under thy mande black there hidden lye 
I Light-shonnmg Thefte, and traiterous Intent, 
Abhorred Bloodshed, and vile Felony, 
Shamefull Deceipt, and Daunger imminent, 
Fowle Horror, and eke hellish Dreriment*: 
All these I wote^ in thy protection bee, 
And light doe shonne, for feare of being shent^: 
For light ylike is loth'd of tliem and thee : 
And all, that lewdnesse ^ love, doe hate the light to see. 

LIX. 
" For day discovers all dishonest wayes, 
And sheweth each thing as it is in deed : 
The prayses of EQgh God he (aire displayes, 
And His large bountie rightly doth areed ^ : 

> Lusdessef lifltless. * Sheath blamed, shamed. 

* WctCf know. ' Lewdnesse, evil generallj. 

* Rayling, rolling, flowing. ^ Areed, teach. 

* Dreriment, sorrow. 

22* 
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Dayes dearest children be the blessed seed 
Which Daifcnesse shall subdue and heaven win : 
Truth is his daught^ ; he her first did breed 
Most sacred Virgin without spot of sinne : 

' Our life b day ; but death with darknesse doth begin. 

LX. 
<' O, when will Day then tume to me againe. 
And bring with him his long-expected li^t ! 
O Titan ! hast to reare thy ioyous waine ; 
Speed thee to spred abroad thy beames bright, 
And chace away this too long lingring Night ; 
Chace her away, fiom whence she came, to hell : 
She, she it is, that hath me done despight : 
There let her with the damned spirits dwell, 
And yield her rowme to Day, that can it goveme well." 

LXI. 
Thus did the Prince that wearie night outweare 
In restlesse anguish and unquiet paine ; 
And earely, ere the Morrow did upreare 
Hb deawy head out of the ocean maine, 
' He up arose, as halfe in great disdaine. 
And clombe unto his steed : So forth he went 
With heavy looke and lumpish ^ pace, that plaine 
In him bewraid great grudge and maltalent ^ : 

/ Ifis steed eke seemd t' apply his steps to his intent. 

> Lumpishf slow. ' MaUaltiU, ill-wilL 



LXI. 9. — Tt^fply ki» iUp9 to hit inUiU.] To accommodate hit pace 
to his atate of feeling. 
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CANTO V. 



Prince Arthur hears of Florimell : 
Three fosters > Tinoias wound ; 

BelpboBbe findes him almost dead, 
And reareth out of swownd. 

I. 

I Wonder it is to see in diverse mindes 
How diversly Love doth his pageaunts play, 
And shewes his powre in variable kindes * : 
The baser.wit, whose ydle thoughts alway 
Are wont to cleave unto the lowly clay, 
It stirreth up to s^uuaAd^ire, 
And in lewd slouth to wast his carelesse day ; 
But in brave sprite it kindles goodljLfire, 
That to alktjigh deserNMid1iqnour><^oth aspire. 
II. 
Ne sufiereth it uncomely Idlenesse 
In his free thought to build her sluggbh nest ; 
Ne sufFereth it thought of ungentlenesse 
Ever to creepe into his noble brest ; 
But to the highest and the worthiest 
lilteth it up that els would lowly fell . 
It lettes not fall, it lettes it not to rest ; 
n lettes not scarse this Prmce to breath at all, 
But to his first poursuit him forward still doth call : 

* FasterSy foresters. ' VariahU kindes^ yaiioos modes. 



U.d.-^ButtokisfirstpoursuUtSLc,] See book I. canto IX. stansa XV. 
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UI. 

Who Icmg time wandied through the forest wyde 

To finde 9(xne issue thence; till that at last 

He met ^^Dw^e that seemed terrifyde 

With somelate perill which he hardly past, 

Or other accident which him aghast^ ; 

Of whom he asked, whence he lately came, 

And whether now he traveiled so fast : 

For sore he swat, and, ronning through that same 

Thicke forest, was bescracht, and both his feet nig^ lame. 

IV. 
Panting for breath, and almost out of hart, 
The Dwarfe him answerd ; ^' Sir, ill mote I stay 
To tell the same: I lately did depart 
From Faery Court, where I have many a day 
Served a gentle Lady of great sway 
And high accompt throughout all Elfin Land, 
Who lately left the same, and tooke this way: 
Her now I seeke ; and if ye understand 

Which way she fored hath, good Sir, tell out of hand.^ " 

V. 
" What mister wight,^ " saide he, " and how arayd ? ** 
" Royally clad," quoth he, " in cloth of gold. 
As meetest may beseeme a noble mayd ; 
Her j&dre lockes in rich circlet be enrold, 
A fayrer wi^t did never sunne behold ; 
And on a palfirey rydes more whitgjhen* snow. 
Yet she h^^elfe is whiter manifold ; 

^ Aghasty terrified. * Mister wigkt^ sort of penon. 

* Out of kandf immediatelj. « Then, than. 



m.^. — Hem€ta Dtearfe,] Who this dwarf was it told ua in book 
V. taiito II. itanta III. 
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The surest signe, whereby je may her kDOw, 
Isy that she is the fairest wight aliye> I trow/' 

VI. 
"New certes, Swaine," sa'de he, "such one, I weene, 
Fast flying through this forest fixnn her fo, 
A foule Ul-favoured foster,^ I have seene ; 
Herselfe, well as I might, I reskewd tho,^ 
But could not stay ^ ; so &st she did foregoe,^ 
Carried away with wings of speedy feare." 
" Ah ! dearest Grod," quoth he, " that b great woe, 
And wondrous ruth ^ to all that shall it heare: 
But can ye read,^ Sir, how I may her finde, or where?'* 

vn. 
"Perdy me lever were to weeten that," 
Saide he, " then ransome of the richest Knight, 
Or all the good that ever yet I gat: 
But jBx)ward fortune, and too forward^ night. 
Such happinesse did, maulgre, to me spight, « 
And fix) me reft both life and hgbLaltone.® 
But, Dwarfe, aread^ what is that Lady bright 
That through this forrest wandreth thus alone ; 
For of her errour straunge I have great ruth^ and mone." 

* Foster f forester. • Ready inform. 

* Thojihen. f Too fonoard, commg on too fut 
' Stayy stop, catch. " JitUmej at once. 

^ Forego, go forward. * Aread, declare. 

» Butk^ pity. 



vn . 1 . — Perdy me lever , &c .] * Indeed 1 would prefer to know that, 
than to receive enough to ransom the richest knight.' 

VII. 5. — MauLgre.'] Todd considers this an adyerb of imprecation 
—"Curse on it." 

VII. 9. — For of her errour, &c.] * I am greatly concerned that she 
should wander in such a manner.*— £mmr is used in the sense of the 
Latin word error, wandering. 
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vni. 
"That Ladie is," quoth he, "whereso she bee, 
The bouDtiest Virgm and most debonaire* 
That ever living eye, I weene, did see: 

I lives nonejhfa day that ma^ with her compare 
In st^fkst cha^tie and virtue rare, 
^T^^^;Qo^y ornaments <^f beiauty, bright; 
And is ycleped^ Florimell the fayre, 
Faire Florimell belov'd of many a Knight, 
Yet she Ipves none but one, that Marinell b bight' ; 

IX. 
« A Sea-njrmphes sonne, that Marinell is bight,' 
Of my deare Dame is loved dearely well ; 
In other none, but him, she sets delight ; 
/All her delight is set on Marinell ; 
\ But he sets nought at alj by Florimell : 
r' For Ladies love his mother long ygoe 
; Did him, they say, forwame through sacred spell : 
/ But fame now flies, that of a forreine foe 
\ He is yslaine, which is the ground of all our woe. 

X. 
" Five daies there be since he (they say) was slaine, 
And fowre since Florimell the court forwent,* 
And vowed never to retume againe 
Till him alive or dead she did invent.^ 
Therefore, fiure Sir, for love of knighthood gent* 



1 Debanairef gracioiu. * FonoetU, left. 

' YeUpedf named. * Invent, find. 

* Eight, named. * Gent, accompliahed. 



Vin. 8. — Faire FlorimeUJ] Thii name is compounded of two 
Latin words, si^ifying honey and fiowers, and is expressive of the 
sweetness and sensitive delicacy of her character. 
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And honour of trew Ladies, if jq may 
By your good counsell, or bold hardiment,^ 
Or succour her, or me direct the way, 

Do one or other good, I you most humbly pray : 

XI. 
" So may ye gaine to you full great renowme 
Of all good Ladies through the worlde so wide, 
And haply in her hart finde highest rowme^ 
Of whom ye seeke to be most magnifide ! 
At least etemall meede shall you abide." 
To whom the Prince ; " Dwarfe, comfort to thee take ; 
For, till thou tidings leame what her bedde, 
I here avow thee never to forsake : 

111 weares he armes, that nill ^ them use for Ladies sake*"*^ 

XII. 
So with the Dwarfe he back retoum'd againe. 
To seeke his Lady, where he mote her finde ; 
But by the way he greatly gan complaine 
The want of his good Squire late left behinde, 
For whom he wondrous pensive grew in minde, 
For doubt* of daunger which mote him betide; 

/ For him he loved above all mankinde, 
Having him trew and faithfull ever tride,* 

And bold, as ever Squyre that waited by Knights side: 

XIII. 
Who all this while fall hardly was assayd* 
Of deadly daunger which to him betidd ^ : 
For, whiles his Lord pursewd that noble Mayd, 

> Hardiment, courage. * Tride, experienced. 

' Ratemej place. ' Assayd, aasailed. 

» JVtW, will not. ' Betiddy happened. 
* Dattbt, fear. 



XII. 4. — Late left behinde.^ See canto IV. stanza XLVII 
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After that foster ^ fowle he fiercely ridd 
To bene avenged of the shame he did 
To that faire Damzell : Him be chaced long 
Through the thicke woods wherein he would have hid 
Hb shameiiill head jBx)m his avengement strong, 
And oft him threatned death for his outrageous wrong. 

XIV. 
Nathlesse the villem sped himselfe so well, 
Whether through swifinesse of his speedie beast, 
Or knowledge of those woods where he did dwell. 
That shordy he fixun daunger was releast. 
And out of sight escaped at the least' ; 
Yet not escaped icom the dew reward 
Of his bad deedes, which daily he increast, 
Ne ceased not, till him oppressed hard 
' The heavie plague that for such leachours is prepard. 

XV. 
For, soone as he was vanisht out of sight. 
His coward courage gan emboldned bee. 
And cast ' t' avenge him of that fowle despight 
Which he had borne of his bold euimee : 
Tho^ to his brethren came, (for they were three 
Ungratious children of one gracelesse syre,) 
And imto them complayned how that he 
Had used beene of that foole-hardie Squyre : 
So them with bitter words he stird to bloodie yre. 



' Foster, forester. • Cast, purposed. 

' Jit the least, 9X lust. « I%o, then. 



XrV. 2. — Swiftnesse of his speedie beast.] The poet does not recol- 
lect that he had before represented him as riding on an exhausted 
steed. See canto I. stanza XVII. 
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XVI. 

Forthwidi ihemsdves with their sad instnimeDtB 
Of spoyle and murder they gan arme bylive/ 
And with him iborth into the {onest went 
To wreake the wrath, which he did earst^ revive 
In there steme brests, on him which late did drive 
Thdr brother to reproch and shamefiill flight : 
For they had vow'd that never he alive 
Out of that forest should escape their might ; 

Vile rancour th^ rude harts had fild with such despight 
XVII. 
Within that wood there was a covert glade, 
Foreby ^ a narrow foord, to them well knowne, 
Through which it was uneath * for wight to wade ; 
And now by fortune it was overflowne : 
By that same way they knew that Squyre unknowne 
Mote algates * passe ; forthy ^ themselves they set 
There m await with thicke woods overgrowne, 
And all the while their malice they did whet 

With cruell threats his passage through the ford to let^ 
XVIII. 
It fortuned, as they devized had, 
The gentle Squjnre came ryding that same way, 
Unweetmg® of their wile and treason bad, 
And through the ford to passen did assay ; 
But that fierce foster,® which late fled away, 
Stoutly foorth stepping on the iurther shore, 
Him boldly bad his passage there to stay, 

^ ByUve^ immediately. ' Forthy, therefore. 

* EtwMtf ju«t before. '^ Let, hinder. 

* Foreby, near to. * Unweetingf unknowing. 
^ Uneaih, hardly possible. * Foster ^ forester. 

* JUgateSf at all events. 

VOL. II. 23 
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TDl be bad made am^ids, and fiill restore ^ 
For all the damage wbicb be bad ban doeo afixe. 

XIX. 
Witb tbat, at bim a quiv'ring dart be tbrew 
Witb so fell force, and villeinous despite, 
Tbat througb bis baberieon ^ tbe forkebead flew. 
And tbrougb tbe linked mayles empierced qiute, 
But bad no powre in bis soft flesb to bite : 
I Tbat stroke tbe bardy Squire did sore displease, 
iBut more tbat bim be could not come to smite ; 
For by no meanes tbe bigb banke be could sease,^ 
But labour'd long in tbat deepe ford witb vame disease.^ 

XX. 
And still tbe foster ^ witb bis long bore-speare 
Him kept from landing at bis wished will : 
^Anone one sent out of tbe thicket neare 
/ A cruell shaft beaded witb deadly ill, 
^And fethered with an unlucky quill ; 
The wicked Steele stayd not till it did light 
In his left thigh, and deepely did it thrill ^ ; 
Exceeding griefe that wound in bim empight,^ 
But more that with his foes he could not come to fight. 

XXI. 
At least, through wrath and vengeaunce, making way 
He on the bancke any vd with mickle ® payne ; 
Where the third brother him did sore assay, 
And drove at him with all his might and mayne 
A forest-bill, which both bis hands did strayne ; 

' Restore, restitution. * Foster, forester. 

• Haberieon, coat of mail. • T^riU, pierce. 

• Sease, reach. ^ Empight, excited. 
^ Disease, uneasiness. " Mickle, much. 

XXI. 5.—^ forest-bill.] A HU is n. kind of hatchet or mze, with a 
booked point 



/. 
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But warily he did avoide the blow, 
And with his speare requited him agayne, 
That both his sides were thriUed^ with the thiow,^ 
And a large streame of bloud out of the wound did flow, 
xxn. 
(He, tombling downe, with gnashing teeth did bite 
y The bitter earth, and bad to lett him m 
^ ) Into the balefull house of endlesse night, 

\Where wicked ghosts doe waile their former sin. 
Tho^ gan the battaile freshly to begin ; 
For nathemore * for that spectacle bad 
Did th' other two their cruell vengeaunce blin,^ 
But both attonce on both sides him bestad,^ 
And load upon him layd, his life for to have had. 
XXIII. 
Tho ^ when that villayn he aviz'd,^ which late 
Affiighted had the fairest Florimell, 
Full of fiers fiiry and indignant hate 
To him he turned, and with rigor fell 
Smote him so rudely on the pannikell,® 
That to the chin he clefte his head in twaine : 
Downe on the ground his caricas groveling fell ; 
IDs smfuU sowle with desperate disdaine \.^^^^ 
Out of her fleshly fenne® fled to the place of paine.^ 
XXIV. 
That seeing, now the only last of three 

> J%rilledy pierced. ^ Bestad, beset 

* TfuroWf thrust ^ Aviz'dj perceived. 

' Tho, then. " Panmkdlj (panUnday L&t,) creit 

* Jfathemore, none the more. • Ferme, lodging. 

* BliHf cease. 



XXII. 9,—Md load, &c.] Laid a load or weight of blows upon 
him in order to take his life. 
XXIV. 1.— That seeing f &4i.] * He who was now the only one of 
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Who with that wicked sbafte him wounded had, 
Trembling with honor, (as that did fi)re8ee 
The fearefiiU end of his avengement sad, 
Through which he follow should hb brethreo bad,) 
His bootelesse bow in feeble hand upcaught, 
And therewith shott an anow at the Lad ^ ; 
Which fayntly fluttiing scarce his helmet raught,^ 
And glauncing fel to ground, but him annoyed naught. 
XXV. 
With that, he would have fled into the wood ; 
But Timias him lighdy overhent,^ 
Right as he entring was into the flood. 
And strooke at him with force so violent, 
That headlesse him into the foord he sent ; 
The carcas with the streame was carried downe, 
. But th' head fell backeward on the continent * ; 
/ So mischief fel upon the mean^rs crowne : [nowne: 

ifThej three be dead with shame ; the Squire lives with r&- 

XXVI. 
He lives, but takes small ioy of his renowne ; 
For of that cruell wound he bled so sore. 
That from his steed he fell in deadly swowne ; 
Yet still the blood forth gusht in so great store. 
That he lay wallowd all in his owne gore. 
Now God thee keepe ! thou gendest Squire alive, 
Eb shall thy loving Lord thee see no more ; 

> Lad J youth. ' Overhent, overtook. 

* Raughtf reached. ^ CorUmentf dry Und. 



the three left, and who had before wounded him with an anow, trem 
bling with horror/ &c, 

XXV. 8. — The meantrs crofone.] Thii may lignify either the head 
flf him who was mean or base, or the head of him who meant the i 
chief. 
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But both of comfort him thou shalt deprive, 
And eke thyselfe of honor which thou didst atchire. 
^ xxvn. /K 
Providence hevenly passeth living thought, 
And doth for wretched mens reliefe make way ; 
For loe ! great grace or fortune thetber brought 
Comfinrt to him that comfortlesse now lay. 
hi those same woods ye well remember may 
How that a noble hunteresse did wonne,^ 
Shee, that base Braggadochio did affi^y,^ 
And made him fast out of the forest ronne ; 
Belphoebe was her name, as fiure as Phoebus sunne. 
XXVIII. 
Shee on a day, as shee pursewd the chace 
Of some wilde beast, which with her arrowes keene 
She wounded had, the same along did trace 
By tract of blood, which she had freshly scene 
To have besprinckled all the grassy greene ; 
By the great persue which she there perceav'd. 
Well hoped shee the beast engor'd ^ had beene. 
And made more haste the life to have bereav'd : 
But ah ! her expectation greatly was deceav'd. 
XXIX. 
Shortly she came whereas that woefull Squire 
With blood deformed lay in deadly swownd ; 
In whose faire eyes, like lamps of quenched fire. 
The christall humor stood congealed rownd ; 

> W&ime, dwell. • 4fray, terrify. ' Engor% wovmded. 



xxvn. 5.— YetMremmnber may.] See book II. ouito m. stum 
XXI., Ac. 

XX Vin. 6. — Pirtue,] Churoh njs that thia word meaiiB pmrauU; 
but it ■eemi ratlier to mgnify the flow of blood. 
23* 
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His locksy like &ded leaves fallen to grownd, 
Knotted with blood in bounches rudely ran ; 
And his sweete lips, on which before that stownd^ 
The bud of youth to blossome faire began, 
Spoild of their rosy red, were woxen * pale and wan. 
XXX. 
Saw never living eie more heavy sight, 
That could have made a rocke of stone to rew,^ 
Or rive in twaine : which when that Lady bright, 
Besides all hope, with melting eies did vew. 
All suddebly abasht shee chaunged hew. 
And with steme horror backward gan to start : 
/ But, when shee better him beheld, shee grew 
/ Full of soft passion and unwonted smart : 
The point of pitty perced through her tender hart. 
XXXI. 
Meekely shee bowed downe, to weete * if life 
Yett in his irosen members did remaine ; 
And, feeling by his pulses beating rife ^ 
That the weake sowle her seat did yett retains, 
Shee cast to comfort him with busy pame ^ : 
His double-folded necke she reard upright, 
And rubd his temples and each trembling vaine ; 
His mayled haberieon ^ she did undight,® 
And from his head his heavy burganet ® did light.^® 
XXXII. 
Into the woods thenceforth in haste shee went, 

' Stownd^ misfortune. ^ PairUf eAgemen, anzietj. 

* Wozen^ waxed, or become. ^ Haberieanj coat of mail. 

' RetDj pity. ' Undight, remove. 

4 Weete, know. ' Burganet, helmet 

» Rtfe, frequent. *<» I^ht, take off. 



XXX. 4. — Besides aU hope.] Haying no hope that he was alive. 
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To seeke hr beaibes that mote him remedy ; 
For shee of herbes had great intendiment,^ 
/Taught of the nymphe which fiom her m&ncj 
vHer Dourced had in trew nobility : 
There, whether )rt divine tobacco were, 
Or panachasa, or polygeny, 
She fownd, and brought it to her p^tia^ d^are. 

Who al this while lay bleding out his hart-blood neare. 
XXXIII. 
The soveraine weede betwixt two marbles plaine^ 
Shee pownded small, and did in peeces bruze ; 
And then atweene her lilly handes twame 
Into his wound the juice thereof did scruze ^ ; 
And round about, as she could well it uze. 
The flesh therewith she suppled * and did steepe, 
T* abate all spasme and soke the swelling bruze ; 
And, after havmg searcht the intuse * deepe. 

She with her scarf did bind the wound, fix>m cold to keepe. 
XXXIV. 
By this he had sweet life recur'd * agayne, 
And, groning inly deepe, at last his eies, 
Ks watry eies drizUng like deawy rayne, 
He up gan lifte toward the azure skies, \ 

From whence descend all hopelesse ^ remedies :^ 

> hUendimmUf knowledge. * Jntuse^ contnnon. 

• Plamef smooth. * Recur'df recovered. 

' Scruze f squeeze. '' HopeUase, unexpected. 
^ Suppledf made supple, moistened. 



XXII. 6. — Divine tobacco.] Waiton conjectures that this honorable 
mention of tobacco was intended as a compliment to Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, by whom it had shortly before been introduced into England. 

XXXIII. 5. — Jis she could weU it uze,} As she well knew how 
to do. 
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Therewith he sigh'd ; and, turning him aside, 
The goodly Maide fiill of divinities 
And gifts of heavenly grace he by him spide, 
Her bow and gilden quiver Ijring him beside. 

XXXV. ^ 

<^ Mercy ! deare Lord," said he, '^ what ^aoe b thb 
That thou hast shewed to me sinfiill wight, 
To send thine Angell fiom hcN^wre of blis\ 

I To comfort me in my distressed plight ! 

] Angell, or goddesse, doe I call thee right? 

i What service may I doe unto thee meete, 
That hast fixHn darkenes me retumd to light^ 
And with thy hevenly salves and med'cines sweete 
Hast drest my siniUl wounds ! I kisse thy blessed feete.'' 

^ XXXVI. 

Thereat she blushing said ; ^^ Ah ! gentle Squire, 
Nor goddesse I, nor angell ; but the mayd 
And daughter of a woody n3rmphe, desire 
No service but thy safety and ayd ; 
Which if thou gaine, I shal be well apayd.^ 
Wee mortall wights, whose lives and fortunes bee\ 
To commun accidents stil open layd. 
Are bownd with commvm bond of frailtee. 
To succor wretched wights whom we captived sea*' 
XXXVIl. 
By thb her damzells, which the former chace 
Had undertaken after her, any v'd. 
As did Belphoebe, in the bloody place. 
And thereby deemd the beast had bene deprived 
Of life, whom late their Ladies arow ly v*d * : 
Forthy ^ the bloody tract they followd fast, 

^ Jfyaydf repaid. ' Ryo'df pierced. ' Forthy, therefore. 
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And eveij one to ramie the swiAest stiyy'd ; 
But two of them the rest far overpast, 

And where their Lady was arrived at the last* 
XXXVIII. 
Where when they saw that goodly Boy * with blood 
Defowled, and their LAdy dresse his wownd, 
They wondred much ; and shordy understood 
How him in deadly cace their Lady fownd. 
And reskewed out of the heavy stownd.* 
Efisoones ^ his warlike courser, which was strayd 
Fane in the woodes whiles that he lay in swownd, 
She made those damzeb search ; which being stayd, 

They did him set thereon, and forth with them convayd. 
■k XXXIX. V 
Into that for^tja rre they thence him led 
Where was their dwelling ; in a pleasant glade 
With mountames rownd about environed 
And mightin w^pdes, which did the valley qhade. 
And like ^^^t^telj^theatre it made 
Spreading itselfe into a spatious plame ; 
And in the midst a little river plaide 
Elmongst the pumy ^ stones, which seemd to plaine ^ 

With gentle muimure that his course they did restraine* 

XL. 
Beside the same a dainty place there lay, 
Planted with mirde trees and laurells greene. 
In which the birds song many a lovely lay 
Of Gods high praise, and of their sweet loves teene,* 

^As it an earthly paradize bad beene \ 

* Boy, youth. * Pvnty, poroof. 

' Stovmd, affliction. * PlanUf complain. 

' EfttooneSf immediately. * Teene^ pain. 
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In whose enclosed shadow there was pight ^ 

A faire pavilion, scarcely to be se^e, 

The which was al withm most richly dig^t,^ 

That greatest princes living it mote well delight. | 
XLI. 
Thether they brought that wounded Squyre, and layd 
In easie couch his feeble limbes to rest 
He rested him awhile ; and then the mayd 
His readie wound with better salves new drest : 
Daily she dressed him, and did the best, 
His grievous hurt to guarish,^ that she might ; 
That shordy she hb dolour * hath redrost. 
And his foule sqp^ re(lucQ(iHQj*^^ligbc: 

It she reduced, but himselfe destroyed quight. 
XLII. 
O foolish physick, and unfruitfull paine,^ 
That heales up one, and makes another wound ! 
She his hurt thigh to him recurd ^ againe, 
But hurt his hart, the which before was sound, 
Through an unwary dart which did rebownd 
From her faire eyes and gratious countenauDce. 
What bootes it him from death to be unbownd. 
To be captived in endl^se duraunce "^ 

Of sorrow and despeyre without aleggeaunce ® ! 
XLIII. 
Still as his wound did gather, and grow hole,* 
So still his hart woxe ^^ sore, and health decayd : 
Madnesse to save a part, and lose the whole t 

> Pighty placed. ' lUeurd, restored. 

' JHghtf ornamented. ^ Durauneef bondage. 

' Guariakf {gturir^ Tr.f) heal. " AlUggeaunce, alleyiatioii 

^ DoUmr, pain. ' HoUf sound. 

» PotiM, labor. *® H^oie, waxed. 
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Still whenas he beheld the heavenly Mayd, 
Whiles daily playsters to his wownd she layd, 
So still his malady the more increast, 
The whiles her matchlesse beautie him dismayd.^ 
Ah Crod ! what other could he do at least, 

But love so fayre a Lady that his life releast ! 
XLIV. 
Long while he strove in his corageous brest 
Withj;fiatf)n dew the passion to subdew, 
And love for to dislodge out of his nest : 
Still when her excellencies he did vew, 
Her soveraine bountie ^ and celestiall hew, 
The same to love he strongly was constraynd : 
But, when hb meane estate he did revew. 
He from such hardy boldnesse was restraynd, 

Apd of his lucklesse lott and cruell love thus playnd : 
XLV. 
" Unthankfull wretch," said he, " b thb the meed, 
With which her soveram mercy thou doest quight'? 
Thy life she saved by her graUous deed ; 
But thou doest weene with villeinous despight 
To blott her honour and her heavenly light : 
Dye ; rather dye then * so disloyally 
Deeme of her high dese^rt, or seeme so light : 
Fayre death it b, to shonne more sliame, to dy : 

Dye ; rather dye then * ever love dbloyally. 
XLVI. 
" But if, to love, disloyalty it bee, 

^ DUmaydf subdued. ' Q^ight, reqnite. 

' BountUf goodneM. * Then, than. 

XLV. 8.— Fayre death, &4i.] Fair deaUi it ii to die in order to 
avoid a greater disgrace. 
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Shall I then hate her that from deadi^ doM 
Me brought ? ah ! (aire be such reproch fio mee ! 
What can I lesse doe then * her love therefi^re, 
Sith* I her dew reward cannot restore? 
Dye ; rather dye, and dying doe her serve ; 
Dying her serve, and livmg her adore ; 
Thy life she gave, thy life she doth deserve : 

Dye ; rather dye then * ever fixmi her service swwve. 
XLvn. 
'^ But, foolish boy, what bootes thy service bao« 
To her, to whom the hevens doe serve and sew'? 
/Thou, a meane Squyre of meeke and loidy pkce ; 
iBhe, hevenly home and of celestiall hew. 
How then ? of all Love taketh equall vew : 
And doth not Highest (jod vouchsafe to take 
The love and service of the basest crew ? 
If she will not, dye meekly for her sake : 

Dye ; rather dye then ^ ever so faire love forsake ! '' 
XLVIII. 
Thus warreid he long time against his will ; 
Till that through weaknesse he was forst at last 
To yield himselfe unto the might iejjl, 
Which, as a victour proud, gan ransack fast 
His inward partes, and all his entrayles wast^ 
That neither blood in face nor life in hart :* 
It left, but both did quite drye up and blast ; 
As percing levin,* which the inner part 

Of every thing consumes and calcmeth 

> 7%eii, than. « 5eto, follow, obey. 

* 6iih, since. ^ Lemif lighttung. 

XLVII. e. — If she wiU not,] That is, * wiU not vonchnlb to tike 
ilhj love and seirice.' 
XLVIII. d.^Odcmeth by art.] This may mem eithir by tto 



by artK 
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xux, 
Which seeing fajre Belphoebe gan to feaie 
Least that bis wound were inly well not heald, 
Or that the wicked Steele einpoysned were : 
lide shee weend that love he close conceald* 

/ Yet still he wasted, as the snow congeald 

\ When the bright sunne his beams thereon doth beat : 
Yet never he his hart to her reveald ; 
But rather chose to dye for sorpw great 

Then ^ with dishonourable tennes her to entreat 
L. 
She, gracious Lady, yet no paines did spare 
To doe him ease, or doe him remedy : 
Many restoratives of vertues rare 
And costly cordialles she did apply. 
To mitigate his stubbome malady : 
But that sweet cordiall, which can restore 
A love^sick hart, she did to him envy ^ ; 
To him, and to all th' unworthy world forlore,' 

She did env^ ^ that soveraine salve in secret store. 
LI. 
That djoQlJ^rose, the daughter of her mome, 
.More deare then ^ life she tendered, whose flowre 
IThe girlond of her honour did adome : 
Ne sufired she the middaye$ scorching powre, 
Ne the sharp northerne wind thereon to showre ; 
But lapped up her silken leaves most chayre,* 
Whenso the fix)ward skye began to lowre ; 

' Then, than. ' Forlorty forlorn, fomken. 

• Envy, grudge, deny. < Chayre, chary. 



nature or quality, or as completely as if it were done by an artifieial 
process. 
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But, soone as calmed was the chiistall ayre, 
She did it &jTe dispred and let to florish byre. 
Ln. 
Eternall God, in his alroightie powre, 
To make ensample of his heavenly grace, 
In paradize whylome ^ did plant this Flowre ; ^ 
Whence he it fetcht out of her native place, 
And did in stocke of earthly flesh enrace,^ 
That noortall men her glory should admyre. 
In gentle Ladies breste and bounteous race 
Of woman-kind it fayrest Flowre doth spyre,' 
And beareth fruit of honour and all chast desyre. 
LIII. 
Fajnre ympes * of beauUe, whose bright shining beames 
Adome the world with like to heavenly light. 
And to your willes both royalties and reames * 
Subdew, through conquest of your wondrous might ; 
/With this fayre Flowre your goodly girionds dight* 
\Of Chastity and Vertue virginall, 
That shall embellish more your beautie bright. 
And crowne your heades with heavenly coronall, 
Such as the Angels weare before (Jod's tribunall ! 
LIV. 
To youre faire selves a faire ensample ^ frame 
Of this faire Virgin, this Belphoebe fayre ; 
To whom, in perfect love and spodesse fimae 
Of Chastitie, none living may compajnre : 
Ne poysnous Envy iustly can empayre 
The prayse of her fi^h-flowring Maydenhead ; 
Forthy ® she standeth on the highest stayre 

^ Whylomej formerly. ^ ReameSy realms. 

' Enrau, implant. ' I^ht, adorn. 

' Spyrtj shoot forth. ^ EnsatnpUj model. 

4 Ympes, daughters. " Forthy, therefore. 
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Of th' hcmorable stage of womanhead, \ 
That Ladies all may follow her ensample dead. 
LV. 
In so great prajrse of stedfast Chastity 
Nathlesse she was so courteous and kynde, 
Tempred with Grace and goodly M odes ty, 
That seemed those two vertues strove to fynd 
The higher place in her heroick mynd : 
So striving each did other more augment, 
And both encreast the prayse of womankynde, 
And both encreast her beautie excellent: 
So all did make in her ^ perfect O Mnplemept*'^ 

^ CompUmmtf complete chancier. 



LTV. 9. — Her ensample dead,} The example of her dead. 

LV. 9. — ^ perfea eamplemeiU.] The affection of Timiaa fyr Bel- 
phoBbe if inppoeed to allade to Sir Walter Raleigh's pretended adinix»- 
tion of Qneec Elizabeth. 
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CANTO VI. 

The Birth of fkjre BelpboBbe •ad 

Of Amorett is told : 
The Gardios of Adonis fraught 

With pleasures manifold. 

1. 
Well may I weene, faire Ladies, all this while 
Ye wonder how this noble Damozell 
So great perfections did in her ^ compile,* 
Sith^ that in salvage forests she did dwell, 

I So frire £nom Court and royall Citaddl, 

I The great schoolmaistresse of all Courtesy: 
Seemeth that such wilde woodes should far expell 
All civile usage and gentility. 

And gentle sprite deforme with rude rusticity. 
II. 
But to this faire Belphcebe in her Berth 
The hevens so favorable were and free, 
Lookmg with myld aspect upon the earth 

\ In th' horoscope of her nativitee, \ 

That all the gifts of grace and chasdtee 
On her they poured forth of plenteous home : 
love laught on Venus from his soverayne see,* 
And Phcebus with faire beames did her adome. 

And all the Graces rockt her cradle being borae. 

1 Her, heraelf. * Sith, since. 

' Compile, combine. * See, dwelling. 



Digitized by 



Google 



0. TI. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 281 

III. 

I Her Berth was of the wombe of monung dffVt 
And her conception of the ioyous prime ; 
And all her ^^^lole creation did her shew 
Pure and unspotted fiom all loathly crkne 
That is ingenerate in fleshly slime. 
So was this Virgin bcmie, so was she bred ; 
So was shie trayned up fix>m time to time 
In all chaste vertue and true boundhed/ 

im to her dew perfection she were ripened. 
IV. 
Her mother was the fiiire Chrysogonee, 
The daughter of Amphisa, who by race 
A Faerie was, ybome of high degree : 
She bore Belphoebe ; she bore in like cace 
Fayre Amoretta in the second place: 
These two were twinnes, and twixt them two did share 
The heritage of all celestiall grace ; 
That all the rest it seemd they robbed bare 

Of bounty, and of beautie, and all vertuw rare. 
V. 
It were a goodly storie to declare 
By what straunge accident faire Chrysogone 
Conceived these infants, and how them she bare 
In this wilde forrest wandring all alone, 
After she had nine moneths ililfild and gone : 
For not as other wemens commune brood 
They were enwombed in the sacred throne 

^ BaunHkedf groodnefs. 



IV. 1. — The faire Chrysogonee.] This mythological pedigree it 
entire^ fanciful, and thou^ Belphosbe is Queen Elizabeth, Chiyiogo- 
nee is not Anne Boleyn. 

24* 
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Of her chaste bodie ; nor with commune food. 

As other wemeos babes, they sucked vitall blood: 
VI. 
But wondiously they were begot and bred 
Through influence of th' hevens fiuitfiiU ray, 
As it in antique bookes is mentioned. 
It was upon a sommers shinie day, 
When Titan ikire his bearoes did display, 
^ In a fresh fountaine, far bxa all mens vew. 
She bath'd her brest the boyUng heat t* allay ; 
She bath'd with roses red and violets blew, 

And all the sweetest flowers that in the fcxrest grew: 
VII. 
Till faint through yikesome wearines adowne 
Upon the grassy ground herselfe she layd 
To sleepe, the whiles a gentle slombring swowne 
Upon her fell all naked bare displayd : 
The sunbeames bright upon her body playd. 
Being through former bathing mollifide, 
And pierst into her wombe ; where they ^nbayd * 
With so sweet sence and secret powre unspide, 

That in her pregnant flesh they shordy fructifide. 
VIII. 
Miraculous may seeme to him that reades 
So straunge ensample of conception ; 

^ But reason teacheth that the friiitiiill seades 
Of all things living, through impression 
Of the sunbeames in moyst complexion. 
Doe life conceive and quickned are by k)md*: 
So, after Nilus inundation, 

^ Embaydf baUied. * Kynd, nature. 



Vm. 7.^S9, ifier JiUuSf &c.] Egypt has always been the hnd of 
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Infinite shapes of creatures men doe fynd 
Infoimed ^ in the mud oa which the sunne hath sfaynd. 
IX. 
Crreat father he of generation 
Is rightly cald,^' authour of life and light ^ 
And his faire sister for creation ^ 

Ministreth matter fit, which, tempred right 
With heate and humour, breedes the living wight 
So sprong these twinnes in womb of Chrysogone; 
Tet wist^ she nought thereof, but sore afiSight 
Wondred to see her belly so upblone. 
Which still increast till she her terme had fiill outgone. 
X. 
Whereof conceiving shame and foule disgrace, 
Albe ^ her guildesse conscience her cleard, 
She fled into the wildemesse a space, 
Till that unweeldy burden she had reard,* 
And shund dishonor which as death she feard : ^^ 
Where, wearie of long traveill, downe to rest 
Herselfe she set, and comfortably cheard ; 
There ji sad olotid of gleepft^her overkest,^ 
And seized every sence with sorrow sore opprest 
XI. 
It fortuned, &ire Venus having lost 

' hrfarmed, imperfectlj fonned. * Wist, knew. ' ^Ibey although. 
^ Reardf brought to fiUneBS or maturity. * Cherkest, oyercost 



wonders. Among the stories found in the classical writers is this 
which Spenser mentions, that animals of various kinds are generated 
by the rays of the sun falling upon the fertilizing deposit left by the 
NBe. 

IX. 3. — His faire sister.] The moon. 

XI. 1. — Venus having lost, &c,] This incident was suggested by a 
Teiy i^etty idyl of Moschus, called ** Love a fugitiTe." 
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Her little sonne, tbe winged god of love. 

Who for some light displeasure, which him crost, 

Was from her fled as flit as ayery dove, 

And left her blisfiill bowie of ioy above ; 

(So from her often he had fled away, 

When she for ought him sharpely did reprove, 

And wandred in tbe world m straunge aray, 

Disguiz'd in thousand shapes, that none might him bewray ;) 

XII. 
Km for to seeke, she left her heavily hous, 
The house of goodly formes and faire asptets, 
Whence all the world derives the glorious 
Features of beautie, and all shapes select. 
With which High God his workmanship hath deokt ; 
And searched everie way through which his wings 
Had borne him, or his tract she mote detect : 
She promist kisses sweet, and sweeter things. 

Unto the man that of him tydings to her brings. 

\ XIII. 

^ First she him sought in Court, where most he us'd 
Whylome ^ to haunt, but diere she found him not ; 
But many there she found which sore accus'd 
Hb falshood, and with fowle infamous blot 
His cruell deedes and wicked wyles did spot ^ : 
Ladies and Lordes she every where mote heare 
Complayning, how with his empoysned shot 
Their wofidl harts he wounded had whyleare,^ 

And so had left them languishing twixt hope and feare. .^^ 

XIV. 
She then the Cities sought from gate to gate. 
And everie one did aske, Did he him see ? 

> WhfUmef fonneriy. ' dpot^ blame. ' WhyUture, a wliik afo. 
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And everie one her answ^, that too kte 
He had him scene, and felt the crueltee 
Of his sharpe dartes and whot^ artilleree: 
And everyone threw forth reproches rife* 
Of his mischievous deedes, and sayd that hee 
Was the disturber of aU civill life, V 

The enimy of peace, and authour of all strife.\ 
XV. 
Then in the Countrey she abroad him sou^t, 
And in the rurall cottages inquir'd ; 
Where also many plaintes to her were brought. 
How he their heedelesse harts with love had fir'd, 
And his false venim through their veines inspired ; 
And eke the gentle shepheard swaynes, which sat 
Keepmg their fleecy flockes as they were hyr'd, 
She sweetly heard complaine both how and what \ 

Her Sonne had to them doen ; yet she did smile thereat j 
XVI. 
But, when in none of all these she him got, 
She gan avize ^ where els he mote him hyde : 
At last she her bethought that she had not 
Yet sought^the salvage Woods and Forests wyde, 
In which full many lovely Nymphes abyde ; - — 
Mongst whom might be that he did closely * lye, 
Or that the love of some of them him tyde : 
Forthy ^ she thether cast her course t' apply. 

To search the secret haunts of Dianes company, 
xvn. 
Shordy unto^e wastefuU wood^she came, 
Whereas she found the o^desse with her crew, 

> What, hot. * Closdy, aecreilj. 

' Rtfe, abundant. ^ Forthy, therefore. 

' Avixe^ consider. 
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After late chace of their embrewed ^ game, 
Sitting beside a fountaine in a rew ^ ; 
Some of them washing with the liquid dew 
From off their dainty limbs the dusty sweat 
And soyle, which did deforme their lively hew ; 
Others lay shaded fix>m the scorching heat ; 

The rest upon her person gave attendance great. 
XVIII. 
She, having hong upon a bough on high 
Her bow and painted quiver, had unlaste 
Her silver buskins from her nimble thigh, 
And her lanck loynes ^ ungirt, and brests unbraste, 
After her heat the breathing cold to taste ; 
Her golden lockes, that late in tresses bright 
Embreaded ^ were for hindring of her haste. 
Now loose about her shoulders hong undight,* 

And were with sweet Ambrosia all besprinckled light. 
XIX. 
Soone as she Venus saw behinde her backe, 
She was asham'd to be so loose surpriz'd ; 
And woxe ^ halfe wroth against her damzek slacke, 
That had not her thereof before aviz'd, 
But sufficed her so carelesly disguiz'd 
Be overtaken : Soone her garments loose 
Upgath'ring, in her bosome she compriz'd 
Well as she might, and to the goddesse rose ; 

Whiles all her nymphes did like a girlond her enclose. 
XX. 
Groodly she gan faire Cytherea greet, 
And shortly asked her what cause her brought, 

* Embrewed, wet with blood. * Embreaded, braided. 

' ReiOj row. * Undight, ungrathered, ondreaed 

' Lanck loynes , slender waist. ° Woxe^ waxed. 
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Into that wildemesse for her unmeet, 

From her sweete bowres and beds with pleasures fraught : 

That suddein chaung ' she straung adventure thought. 

To whom halfe weeping she thus answered ; 

That she her dearest sonne Cupido sought, 

Who m his fiowardnes from her was fled ; 

That she repented sore to have him angered. 

XXL 
Thereat Diana gan to smile, in scome 
Of her vaine playnt, and to her scofling sayd ; 
"Great pitty sure that ye be so forlome * 
Of your gay sonne, that gives you so good ayd 
To your disports ; ill mote ye bene apayd ! " 
But she was more engrieved, and repUde • 
" Faire sister, ill beseemes it to upbrayd 
A doleiiiU heart with so disdainfuU pride ; 

The like that mine may be your paine another tide.' 
XXII. 
** As you in woods and wanton ^ wildemesse 
Tour glory sett to chace the salvage beasts ; 
So my delight is aU in io;[fobesse, ' *' *"' ' 
In beds, in bowres, in banckets, and in feasts : 
And ill becomes you, with your lofty creasts, 
To scome the ioye that love is glad to seeke : 
We both are bownd to follow heavens beheastsi 
And tend our charges with obeisaunce meeke : I 

Spare, gentle sister, with repioch my pame to eeke * ; 

> Ckaungf change. * WanUm, wild. 
• Forlomey bereft. • Eeke, incieaie. 

> 71i(20, time. 

XXI. 5.— iS moU ye bene apaydJ] Tou could hardlj be oompen- 
■ated for this lois. 
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XXIII. 

*^ And tell me if that ye my somie have heard 
To lurice emongst your nimpbes in secret wize, 
Or keepe their cabms : much I am affeard 
Least he like one of them himselfe disguize, 
And tume his anowes to their exercize : 
So may he long himselfe fiill easie hide ; 
For he is faire, and fresh in face and guize 
As any nimphe ; let not it be envide." 
So saying every nimph fiill narrowly shee eide. 
XXIV. 
But Phoebe therewith sore was angered, 
And sharply saide ; " Goe, dame ; goe, seeke your boy. 
Where you him lately lefte, in Mars his bed : 

iHe comes not here ; we scome bis-fooliiih icy, 
Ne lend we leisure to ^'^r *^lf tny : 
But, if I catch him in this company, 
By Stygian lake I vow, whose sad annoy 
The gods doe dread, he deariy shall abye ^ : 
De clip his wanton wings that he no mcure shaU fiye." 
XXV. 
Whom whenas Venus saw so sore displeasd, 
Shee inly sory was, and gan relent ^ 
What shee had said : so her shee soone appeasd 
With sugred words and gentle blandishment. 
Which as a fountaine from her sweete lips went 
And welled goodly forth, that in short space 
She was well pleasd, and forth her damzells sent 

^ Jihfef lufier. * RelttU^ soften, qualiff. 



XXIII. 8. — Let not it be ewvide,] An expresiion eqniyalent to < With 
your leave,* or * Pardon me.* 

XXIV. 3.— JtforiAw.] Mare's. 
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Through all the woods, to search fixnn place to place 

If any tract of him or tidings they mote trace. 
XXVI. 
To search the god of love her nimphes she sent 
Throughout the wandring forest every where : 
And after them herselfe eke with her went 
To seeke the fugitive both farre and nere. 
So long they sought, till they arrived were 
In that same shady covert whereas lay 
Faire Crysogone in slombry traunce whilere ^ ; 
Who in her sleepe (a wondrous thing to say) 

Unwares had borne two Babes as feire as springing day, 
XXVII. 
Unwares she them conceivd, unwares she bore: 

, ghft Kr^ro w;tVir^nt<>p pajnf ^ titiat she conceiv'd 
^ith^flf**" pl^agiirp ■ ne her need implore 
Lucinaes aide : Which when they both perceived, 
They were through wonder nigh of sence berev*d, 
And gazing each on other nought bespake : 
At last they both agreed her seining griev'd 
Out of her heavie swowne not to awake, 

But irom her loving side the tender Babes to take. 
XXVIII. 
Up they them tooke, each one a Babe uptooke, 
And with them carried to be fostered : 
Dame Phoebe to a nymphe her Babe betooke^ 
To be upbrought in perfect Maydenhed, 
And, of herselfe, her name Belphcebe red ^ : 

> WhUere, a little while before. ' Bttookey delivered. 

^ Redj declared. 



XXVI. 2. ^ Tknmghovt the wandring forest.} Wandering throui^ 
out the forest 
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But Venus hers thence far away convayd, 
To be upbiought in goodly womanhed ; 
And, in herJide Loyes stead which was straydy\ 
Her Amoretta cald, to comfort her ^ dismayd.^" \ 
XXIX. 
She brought her to her ioyous Paradize 
Wher most she wonnes,^ when she on earth does dwell, 
So faire a place as nature can devize : 
Whether in Paphos, or Cy theron hill, ^ 
Or it in Gnidus bee, I wote ^ not well \ 
But well I wote'* by triall, that this same 
All other pleasaunt places doth excell. 
And called is, by her lost lovers name, 
' The Grardin of Adonis, far renowmd by fiune. 
XXX. 
In that same Gardin all the goodly fiowres. 
Wherewith dame Nature doth her beautify 
And decks the girlonds of her paramoures, 
. Are fetcht : There is the first seminary 
lOf all things that are home to live and dye, 
According to their kynds.* Long worke it were 
Here to account the endlesse progeny 

» HoTf herself. » Warmes, dwelLi. 

• Dismaydf grieved. * WoU, know. 

* Kynds, natures. 



XXIX. 4. — In Paphos, or Cytheron hill.] Paphos was a town in the 
island of Cyprus. Cytheron is Cythera, an island near Laconia, now 
Congo. Gnidos, or Cnidus, was a town of Caria, in Asia Minor. AH 
of these were favorite resorts of Venus. 

XXX. 1. — /n that same Gardin, &c.] In the fable of Venus and 
Adonis, Adonis has been generally supposed to represent the sun, and 
hence was regarded as the type of the procreative or productive princi- 
ple ; and this garden of Adonis is described to us by the poet as oon- 
tainlng the seminal principles of all things. 
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Of all the weeds that bud and blossome there ; 

But so much as doth need must needs be counted nere 
XXXI. 
It sited ^ was in finitiuU soyle of old, 
And girt in with two walls on either side , 
The one of ^^n, the other of bright jgld, 
That none might thorough breake, nor overstride : 
And double gates it had which opened wide, 
By which both in and out men moten^ pas ; 
Th' one faire and fresh, the other old and dride : 

/ Old Genius the porter of them was, 

Old Genius, the which a double nature has. 
* XXXII.^: 
He letteth in, he letteth out to wend' 
All that to come into the world desire : 
A thousand thousand naked babes attend 
About him day and night, which doe require 
That he with fleshly weeds would them attire: 
Such as him list, such as eternall fate 
Ordamed hath, he clothes with smfull mire,^ 
And sendeth forth to live in mortall state. 

Till they agayn returne backe by the hinder gate. 
XXXIII. 
After that they agame retoumed beene, 

> SiUdf situated. * Moterif might. ^ Wendy go. * Mire^ clay. 



XXXI. S.-- Old GetUus.] This is the same Genius — a being of a 
double sex — described under the name of Agdistes, in book II. canto 
XII. stanza XLVIII. 

XXXIII. 1. — ^fter that, Slc.] In this and the following stanxas, 
the Pythagorean and Platonic doctrines of metempsychosis are ex- 
pounded. The reader may compare with them the passage in the 
■ixth book of the £neid (line 724) beginning, 

^ Principio, coalum ac terras, camposque liquentet." 
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They in that Grardin planted bee agayne. 

And grow afiresh, as they had never seena 

Fleshly corruption nor mortall payne : ^ 

Some thousand yeares so doeo ^ they th^re remayne, 

And then of him are clad with other hew, 

Or sent into the cbaungefull wpild agayne, 

T^ thether they retoume where first they grew : 

So,' lite >n>iiu ele, arownd they ronne Ccom old to new. 
XXXIV. 
N© needs there gardiner to sett or sow, 
To plant or prune ; for of their owne accof^ / 
All things, as they created were, doe grow, / 
And yet remember well the Mighty Wcwti 
Which first was spoken by th' Almighty Loid, 
That bad them to increase and tmdiiphf: 
Ne doe they need, with water of the ftwd* 
Or of the clouds, to mojrsten their roots dry ; 

For m themselves eteraall moisture they imply.' 
XXXV. 
Infinite shapes of creatures there are bred, 
AndjiflifiOUtb fo^ TM fig- ^hich none yet ever knew : 
And every sort b in a sondry bed 
Sett by itselfe, andjanckt ip. comg|y rew*; 
Some fitt for reasonable sowles t' mdew ; 
Some made for beasts, some made for birds to weare ; 
And all the firuitfuU spawne of fishes hew 
In endlesse rancks along enraunged were. 

That seemd the ocean could not containe them therow 
XXXVI. 
Dafly they grow, and daily forth are sent 
Into the world, it to replenish more ; 

^ Doen, do, do remain. ' Implyy oontam. 

* Fordf stream. « Rew, row. 
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Yet is tbe stocke not lessened nor spent^ 

But still remaines in eYGtJiasUng^store 

As it at first created was of yore : 

For in the wide wombe of the world there Ijes^ 

Tn hitrf '11 dirlr"'^ ^nd in^sep hncMUp, 

The(^bstaunceadf Natures fiuitiiill progenyes. 
xxxvn. 
All things fiom thence doe th^ first bdng fetch, 
And borrow matter whereof they are made ; 
Which, wh^ias forme and feature it does ketch, 
Becomes a body, and doth then invade ^ 
The state of life out of the griesly shade. 
That substaunce is eteme, and bideth so ; 
Ne, when the life decayes and forme does &de, 
Doth it consume and into nothing goe, 

But chaunged is and often altred to and fioe. 
XXXVIII. 

iThe syrbstaun^ is not chaungd n^L^ltered, 
But th* only fchtie and aifward fashi^^ 
For every substaunce is conditioned 
To chaunge her hew, and sondry formes to don,* 
Meet for her temper and complexion : 
For formes are variable, and decay 
By course of kinde ^ and by occasion ; 
And that feire flowre of beautie fades away, 
'As doth the lilly firesh before the sunny ra[y. 
XXXIX. 
Great enimy to it, and to' all the rest 
That in the (Jardin of Adonis springs. 
Is wicked .Jime ; who with his scyth addrest^ 

* IwMLde^ come into. * Ein<f«, natnie. 

* Don, put on. ^ Addrett, armed. 
25* 
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Does mow die flowring lieibes and goodly thrngs. 
And aU their glor}' to the ground downe flings, 
Where they do wither and are fowly mard : 
He flyes about, and with his flaggy ^ wings 
Beates downe both leaves and buds without regard, 

Ne ever pitty may relent his malice hard. 

XL. 
Yet pitty often did the gods relent,* 
To see so faire thinges mard and spoiled quigfat : 
And their great mother Venus did lament 
The losse of her deare brood, her deare delight : 
Her hart was pierst with pitty at the sight. 
When walking through the Crardin them she spyde, 
Yet no'te ^ she find redresse for such despight : 
For all that lives is subiect to that law : 

^All things decay in time, and to their end doe draw. 

XLI. 
But were it not that Time their trouble is, 
All that in this delightfiill Gardin growes 
Should happy bee, and have immortall blis : 
For here all plenty and all jleasur e flowes ; 
And sweete Love gentle fitts ^ emongst them throwes, 
Without fell rancor or fond gealosy : 
Franckly each paramour his l^nan knowes ; 
Each bird his mate ; ne any does envf 

Their goodly meriment and gay feUcity. 

XLH. 
There is cqitinuaU spring, and bvvcKSt there 

* FlaggVi looie-hangriiig. « JVb'te, could not. 

' ReUntf 9oiien, * iVlte, emotions. 



i 



XL. S.—Spyde.} ** So in all the editions. The rhyme lequtiM 
< them she sato.' " — Church. 
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Contmuall, both meetmg at one tyme : 
For both the boughes doe laughing blossoms beare, 
And with fresh colours decke the wanton prjrme,^ 
And eke attonce the heavy trees they clyme, 
Which seeme to labour under their fruites lode : 
The whiles the ioyous birdes make their pastyme 
Emongst the shady leaves, their sweet abode, 
And their trew loves witlK)ut.siispiti(Hi tell abrode. 

^-XLm.::) 

Right in the middest oT that Paradise 

There stood a stately mount, on whose round top 

A gloomy grove of mirtle trees did rise, 

Whose shady boughes sharp Steele did never lop. 

Nor wicked beastes their tender buds did crop. 

But like a girlond compassed the hight, 

And from their fruitfrdl sydes sweet gum did drop. 

That all the ground, with pretious deaw bedight,* 

Threw forth most dainty odours and most sweet delight. 
XLIV. 
And in the thickest covert of that shade 
There was a pleasant arber/not by art 
But of the trees owne inclination made,^ 
Which knittmg their rancke ^ braunches part to part, 
With wanton yvie-twine entrayld * athwart. 
And eglantme and caprifole^ emong, 
Fashiond above within their inmost part, 

f That nether Phoebus beams could through them throng, 
^Nor Aeolus sharp blast could worke them any wrong. 

XLV. 
And all about grew every sort of flowre, 

* Pryme, spring. ' Btdight, decked, covered. 

* Amc&0, luxuriant « Entrap, twisted. * Ca^rrf/bla, woodbine. 



Digitized by 



Google 



296 THE VASRIE ^UCENK. B. m 

To which sad bvers w&re transfoimde of yore; 

Fresh Hyacbthus, Phoebus paramoure 

And dearest love ; 

Foolish Narcisse, that likes the watiy shore ; 

Sad Amaranthtis, made a Bowre but late, 

Sad Amaranthus, in whose purple gore 

Me seemes I see Ammtas wretched fete, 

To whom sweet poets verse hath' given endlesse date. 
XLVI. 
There wont fayre Venus often to enioy 
Her deare Adonis ioyous company, 
And reap sweet pleasure of the wanton boy : 
There yet, some say, in secret he does ly. 
Lapped in flowres and pretious spycery. 
By her hid ftom the world, and from the skill 
Of Stygian gods, which doe her love eiayf ; 
But she herselfe, whenever that she will, 

Possesseth him, and of his sweetnesse takes her £11: 
J. XLVII. :^ 
And sooth,^ it seemes, they say ; for he may not 
For ever dye, and ever buried bee 
In balefuU night where all thinges are forgot ; 
All' be he subiect to mortalitie, 
Y«t k etnft in laotafailitie. 
And by succession made perpetuall, 
Transformed oft, and chaunged diverslie : 
For him the father of all formes they call ; 

Therfore needs mote he live, that living gives to alL 

* Sooth, truth. • M, although. 



XLV. S.—Amintas toreteked fate.] This is supposed to allude to 
the untimely death of Sir Philip Sydney, upon which, volumes of 
poetry were written. 
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XLvni. 
There now be liveth in eternal Uis, 
Io3rmg his goddesse, and of her enioyd ; 
Ne feareth he henceforth that foe of his, 
Which with his cruell tuske him deadly cloyd ^ : 
For that wild bo re, the which him once annoyd, 
She firmely hath emprisoned for ay, 
(That her sweet Love his malice mote avoyd,) 
In a strong rocky cave, which is, they say, 

Hewen underneath that mount, that none him losen * may. 
XLIX. 
There now he lives in ev^lasting ioy, 
With many of the gods in company 
Which thether haunt, and with the winged boy, 
Sporting himselfe in safe felicity : i 

Who when he hath with spoiles and cruelty 
Ransackt the world, and in the wofull harts 
Of many wretches set his triumphes hye, 
Thether resortes, and, la3ring his sad dartes 

Asyde, with fiure Adonis playes his wanton partes. 

L. 
And hi»4iewJLxMrfi Jaire^Eayche with him playes, 
Fajrre Psyche to him lately reconcyld. 
After long troubles and unmeet upbrayes,^ 
With which his mother Venus her revyld. 
And eke himselfe her cruelly exyld : 
But now in stedfast love and happy state 
She with him lives, and hath him borne a chyld, 

^ Cloyd^ pierced. ' Losen^ loosen, set fiee. 

' UpbrayeSf upbraiding. 

XLVni. 5. — For that wild bare.] Adonis representing the prodno- 
tiTe energy of natore, the wild boar is a tjpe of winter, daring which 
that energy is suspended. 



Digitized by 



Google 



296 THE FAERIE i^UEENE. B. m. 



/. 



Pleasure, that doth both gods and men aggiate,^ 
Reasure, the daughter of Cupid and Psyche kte. 
LI. 

Hether great Venus brought this Infimt fityre. 

The yonger daughter of Crysogcmee, 

And unto Psyche with great trust and care 

Committed her, yfostered to bee 

And trained up in trew ferainitee * : 

Who no lesse carefully her tendered 

Then ^ her owne daughter Pleasure, to whom shea 

Made her companion, and her lessoned ^ 
In all the lore of love and goodly womanhead. 
LII. 

In which when she to perfect ripenes grew, 

Of grace and beautie noble paragone, 

She brought her forth into the worldes vew, 

I To be th' ensample of true love alone, 
And lodestarre of all chaste affectione 
To all fajrre Ladies that doe live on grownd. 
To Faery Court she came ; where many one 
Adm3nrd her goodly haveour,^ and fownd 
His feeble hart wide launched with loves cruel wowiuL 
LIII. 
But she to none of them her love did cast, 
Save to the noble Knight, Sir Scudamore, ^ 
To whom her loving hart she linked fast 
In faithflill love, t' abide for evermore ; 
And for his dearest sake endured sore 
Sore trouble of an hainous enimy. 
Who her would forced have to have forlore® 

* ^g^^'^i charm. * Lesmmed, uutracted. 

* FeminiUey womanhood. * Haveour, maxmen, deportment 
' J%enf than. * Forlare^ abandoned. 
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Her former love and stedfast loialty ; 

As ye may elswhere reade that ruefull history. 
LIV. 
Butwi^ ^jvQfiBig^.pr^ desire to leame 
What end unto that fearefiill DamozeU^ 
Which fledd so fast from that same foster ^ steame 
Whom with his brethren Timias slew, befell : 
That was, to weet, the goodly Florimell ; 
Who wandring for to seeke her lover deare, 
Her lover deare, her dearest Marinell, 
Into misfortune fell, as ye did heare. 

And from Prince Arthure fled with wings of idle ^ feare. 

' Foster^ forester. ' liU, causelesi. 



Lin. 9. — Aaye may dswhtre,'\ See the eleventh and twelfth oantot 
of thiibook. 

LIV. 8. — A8 ye did keare.'] See canto I. stanza XVI. and the eoi^ 
elusion of canto IV. 
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CANTO VII. 

The Witches sonne bvet FlorinieU : 

She flyes ; he fames to dy. 
Satyrane saves the Squjrre of Dames 

From GyamitB tyramiy. 

I. 
Like as an hjmd forth singled from the heard, 
That hath escaped from a ravenous beast, 
Yet flyes away of her owne feete afeard ; 
And every leafe, that shaketh with the least 
Murmure of winde, her terror hath encreast : 
So fledd fayre Florimell from her vaine feare, 
Long after she from perill was releast : 
Each shade she saw, and each noyse she did hears, 
Did seeme to be the same which she escapt whileare.^ 
II. 
All that same evening she in fl3ring spent. 
And all that night her course continewed : 
Ne did she let dull sleepe once to relent* 
Nor wearinesse to slack her hast, but fled 
Ever alike, as if her former dred 
Were hard behind, her ready to arrest : 
; And her white palfrey, havmg conquered 
/ The maistring^ raines out of her weary wrest,* 
/ Perforce her carried where ever he thought best 

^ WkUeare, shortly before. ' Maistring, masteriDf^, or comtrolliiif. 
* Rde$U, slacken. * Wrest^ wrist 
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III. 

So long as breath and hable puissaiince 
Did native corage unto him supply, 
His pace he freshly forward did advaunce, 
And carried her beyond all ieopardy ; 
But nought that wanteth rest can long aby ^ : 
He, having through incessant traveill spent 
His force, at last perforce adowne did ly, 
Ne foot could farther move : The Lady geot ^ 
Thereat was suddein strook with great astonishment ; 
IV. 
And, forst t' alight, on foot mote algates ^ fere 
A traveller unwonted to such way ; 
Need teacheth her this lesson hard and rare, 
J^hat Fortune all m eqmU Jounce ^ doth twaj/j 
'^jdnd mortaH miseries doth make her play. 
So long she traveild, till at length she came 
To an hilles side, which did to her bewray 
A litle valley subiect^ to the same, 
^^mkSL coverd with thick woodes that quite it overcame.* 

V. 
Tlirou^ th' tops of the high trees she did descry 
A lide smoke, whose vapour thin and light 
Reeking aloft uprolled to the sky : 
Which chearefall signe did send unto her sight 
That in the same did wonne ^ some living wight 
Eftsoones ® her steps she thereunto applyd. 
And came at last in weary wretched plight 

* My^ abide. * Subieet tOy lying beneath. 
' Qentf gentle. * Overcame^ came oyer. 

* JRgattSy at all events. ' WoniUf dwell. 

^ Laamu, balance. " Eftsoonss, inunediatelj. 

VOL. II. 26 
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Unto the placoi to which her hope did guyde 
To finde some lefiige there^ and rest her wearie syde. 
VI. 
There in « gloomy hollow glei^he found 
A little cottage, built of stickes and reedes 
In homely wize, and wald with sods around ; 
In which a Witch did dwell, in loathly weedes * 
And wilfiill want, all carelesse of her needes ; 
So choosing solitarie to abide 
Far from all neighbours, that her divelish deedes 
And hellish arts from people she might hide, 
And hurt far off unknowne whomever she envide. 

vn. 
The Damzell there arriving entred in ; 
Where sitting on the flore the Hag she found 
Busie (as seemM) about some wicked gm* : 
Who, soone as she beheld that suddein stound,^ 
Lightly upstarted from the dustie ground, 
And with fell looke and hollow deadly gaze 
Stared on her awhile, as one astound, 
Ne had one word to speake for great amaze ; 
But shewd by outward signes that dread her sence did daze.^ 

VIII. 
At last, turning her feare to foolish wrath, 
She askt. What devill had her thether brought, 
And who she was, and what unwonted path 
Had guided her, unwelcomed, unsought ? 
To which the Damzell full of doubtful] thou^t 
Her mildly answer'd ; " Beldame, be not wroth 
With silly Virgin, by adventure brought 

* Weedes^ dress. ' Sttmndf startliiig appeannoe. 

* Gm, contriTance. ^ Jkuef dazzle, confoand. 
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Unto your dwelling, ignorant and loth, 
That crave but rowme to rest whUe tempest overblo'th." 
IX. 
With that adowne out of her christall ejme 
Few trickling teares she softly forth let fall, 
That like two orient perles did purely shyne 
Upon her snowy cheeke ; and therewithall 

/She sighed soft, that none so bestiall 
Nor salvage hart but ruth ^ of her sad plight 
Would make to melt, or pitteously appall ; 
/- And that vile Hag, all ^ were her whole delight 
V As mischiefe, was much moved at so pitteous sight ; 

X. 
And gan recomfort her, in her rude wyse, 
With womanish compassion of her plaint, 
Wiping the teares from her suffiised eyes. 
And bidding her sit downe to rest her famt 
And wearie limbs awhile : she nothing quaint ^ 
Nor 'sdeignfiill of so homely fashion, 
><, Sith * brought she was now to so hard constraint. 
Sate downe upon the dusty ground anon ; 
As glad of that small rest, as bird of tempest gon.^ 
XI. 
Tho * gan she gather up her garments rent, 
And her loose lockes to dight ^ in order dew 
With golden wreath and gorgeous ornament ; 
Whom such whenas the wicked Hag did vew, 
She was astonisht at her heavenly hew. 
And doubted her to deeme an earthly wight, 

^ fivth, pity. * Goiij ^ne, past 

« AUf although. • ThOy then. 

' (t^uUnt, nice. ^ I>ightf dispose. 
* Sithf since. 
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But or some goddesse^ or of Dianes crew, ^ 
And thought her to adore with humble spright: I 
T* adore thing so divine as beauty were but nghv'l 
XII. 
This wicked woman had a wicked sonne, 
The comfort of her age and weary dayes, 
A laesy loord,* for nothing good to donne,* 
But stretched forth in ydlenesse alwayes, 
Ne ever cast his mind to covet prayse, 
Or ply himselfe to any honest trade ; 
But all the day before the sunny rayes 
He us'd to slug,^ or sleepe in slothfull shade : 
""^ Such laesinesse both lewd ^ and poore attonce him made. 

XIU. 
He, comming home at undertime,^ there found 
The layrest creature that he ever saw 
Sitting beside his mother on the ground : 
The sight whereof did greatly him adaw,^ 
And his base thought with terrour and with aw 

inly smot, that as one, which hath gaz'd 
)n t^ft^iight^unne unwares, doth soone withdraw 
feeble eyne with too much brightnes daz'd ' ; 
So stared he on her, and stood long while amaz'd. 
XIV. 
Softly at last he gan his mother aske, 
What mister wight that was, and whence derived, 
That m so straunge disguizement there did maske, 

* Laesy loord, idle fellow. » Undertime, eyenin^. 

« Donne, do. • Admo, fill with awe. 

' Slug J lie idly. ' Daz*d, dazzled. 
^ Levod, ignoiant. 



XIV. ^,^l¥kai mister wight.] VHiat sort of creatore.— .Milter 
trade, occupation, condition of life ; Fr. mstkr. 
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And by what accident she there airiv'd ? 
But she, as one nigh of her wits deprived, 
With nought but ghastly lodges him answered ; 
Like to a ghost, that lately is reviv'd 
From Stygian shores where late it wandered : 
So both at her, and each at other wondered. 
XV. 
But the fayre Virgin was so meeke and myld. 
That she to them vouchsafed to embace ^ 
Her goodly port, and to their senses vyld * 
Her gende speach applyde, that m short space 

ZShe grew familiare in that desert place. 
During which time the Chorle, through her so kind 
And courteise use, conceiv'd affection bace. 
And cast to love her in his brutish mind ; 
. jL^^^Qve. byt, brutish lust, that was so beasdy tind.^ 

\"^ ^ '^ '^ ^ in. ' ^ *—--- ' 

Closely* the wicked flame his bowels brent,* 
And shortly grew into outrageous fire ; 
Tet had he not the hart, nor hardiment,^ 
As unto her to utter his desire ; 
His caytive'' thought durst not so high aspire: 
But with soft sighes and lovely semblaunces 
He weenM that his affection entire ® 
She should aread ® ; many resemblaunces ^® 
To her he made, and many kinde remembraunces. 
XVII. 
Oft fiom the forrest wildings ^^ he did bring, 

* Embace^ bring down. ^ Caytive, bate. 

• Vyld, vile, low. ■ Entirej inward. 
' Tindf excited. • ^read, perceive. 

« Closely, secretly. ^^ Resemblaunces, attention!. 

» BreiUy burned. " Wildings, wild apples. 

' HardimenUj connge. 

26* 
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Whose sides empurpled were with smyling red ; 
And oft young birds, whicb he had tau^t to sing 
His maistresse praises sweetly carded : 
Girlonds of flowres sometimes for her fiure hed 
He fine would digbt ^ ; sometimes the squirrel wild 
He brought to her in bands, as conquered 
To be her thrall, his fellow-servant vild ^ : 

All which she of him tooke with countenance meeke and mild. 
XVIII. 
But, past a while, when she fit seascm saw 
To leave that desert mansion, she cast ^ 
In secret wize herselfe thence to withdraw. 
For feare of mischiefe, which she did forecast 
Might by the witch or by her sonne compast ^ : 
Her wearie palfi^y, closely* as she might, 
Now well recovered after long repast, 
In his proud ftumitures she freshly dight,* 

His late miswandred wayes now to remeasure ri^it 
XIX. 
And earely, ere the dawning day appear'd 
She forth issewd, and on her ioumey went ; 
She went in perill, of each noyse aflfeard 
And of each shade that did itselfe present; 
For still she feared to be overhent '' 
Of that vile Hag, or her uncivile Sonne ; 
Who when, too late awaking, well they kent ® 
That their layre Guest was gone, they both begonne 

To make exceeding mone as they had beene undonne. 

^ Dight, prepare, amuige. * dosdy^ tecretly. 

< VUd, vile, low. • Dighty diessed, decked. 

• Castf resolved. ' Overhent, overtaken. 

^ Comptutf contrived. " Kentj knew. 



XVIII. L—Patt a whUe.] After some time had passed. 
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XX. 

But that lewd lover did the most lament 

F<Mr her depart,^ that ever man cyd heare ; 

He knockt his brest with desperate intent, 

And scratcht his iace, and with his teeth did teare 

His rugged flesh, and rent his ragged heare : 

That his sad mother seeing his sore plight 

yWas greatly woe-begon, and gan to feare 
w Least his fraile senses were emperisht quight, 
And love to frenzy tumd ; aith ^ love is franticke hight.^ 
XXI. 
All wayes shee sought him to restore to plight, 
With herbs, with charms, with counsel, and with teares ; 
But tears, nor charms, nor herbs, nor counsel!, might 
Asswage the iiiry which his entrails teares : 
NSo strcmg is passion that no reason heares"! 
Tho,* when all other helpes she saw to faile, 
She tumd herselfe backe to her wicked leares * ; 
And by her divelish arts thought to prevaHe 
To bring her backe againe, or worke her finall bale.* 

>(xxii.; 

Eflsoones^ out of her hidden ckve she cald 
An hideous beast of horrible aspect. 
That could the stoutest corage have appald ; 
Monstrous, mishapt,^ and all his backe was spect 
With thousand spots of colours queint elect* ; 

' Depart, departure. * BdU^ destroctioii. 

* SUhj since. ^ Eftsaones^ immediately. 
' Higkt, called. ' Mtthapt, miathaped. 

« Iho, then. * QiMtnt tUet, oddly ohoten. 

* Leares^ lessons. 



XXI. 1. — To pUght.] To his usual stata. 
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Thereto ^ so swifle that it all beasts did pas : 
Like never yet did living eie detect ; 

yf But likest it to an hyena was 
That feeds on wemens flesh, as others feede on gras. 
XXIU. 
It forth she cald, and gave it straght^ in charge 
Through thicke and thin her to poursew apace, 
Ne once to stay to rest, or breath at large. 
Till her hee had attaind and brought in place, 
Or (piite devourd her beauties scomefiill grace. 
The monster, swifle as word that from her went, 
Went forth m haste, and did her footing trace 
So sure and swiftly, through hb perfect sent ^ 

And passmg speede, that shordy he her overheat.^ 
XXIV. 
Whom when the fearefiill Damzell nigh esjude. 
No need to bid her fast away to flie ; 
That ugly shape so sore her tenifide, 
That it she shund no lesse then ^ dread to die ; 
And her flitt palfrey did so well apply 
His nimble feet to her conceived feare. 
That whilest his breath did strength to him supply, 
From perill free he her away did beare ; 

But, when his force gan faile, his pace gan wex areare.* 



* T%eretOi bendet. < Overhentf overtook. 

« Streightj rtricUy. » Tketiy than. 

' Sentt aoeni, • Wex areare, gnw tHow. 



XXn. 9. ^Tkat fieds on wmnau fleshy du:.] " The hyena b said to 
feed on honaa fleeh. See Oenier, Hist. Animal. ^ 555. Bat I do not 
find in the old naturalist, that the animal selects only w mmns flesh.*' — 
Todd. 

XXni,4.^MPHtgkimpUt€e.] Broof ht to that plaoe. 
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XXV. 

Which whenas she perceived, she was dismayd 
At that same last extremity fill sore, 
And of her safety greatly grew afrayd : 
And now she gan approch to the sea shore, 
As it befell, that she could flie no more, 
But yield herselfe to spoile of greedinesse : 
Lightly she leaped, as a wight forlore,^ 
From her dull horse, in desperate distresse, 
And to her feet betooke her doubtfull sickemesse. 

XXVI. 
Not halfe so fast the wicked Mynrha fled 
From dread of her revenging fathers hond ; 
Nor halfe so fast to save her maydenhed 
Fled fearefuU Daphne on th' ^gxan strond ; 
As Florimell fled from that monster yond,* 
To reach the sea ere she of him were raught ^ : 
For in the sea to drowne herselfe she fond, 
Rather then* of the tyrant to be caught : 
' Thereto * fear gave her wmgs, and need her corage taught 

xxvn. 
It fortunl^ (High God did so ordaine) iL 
As shee arrived on the roring shore, 
In minde to leape into the mighty maine, 
A litde bote lay hoving® her before. 
In which there slept a fisher old and pore, 

^ ForioTty forlorn, desperate. ^ Then, than. 

« FwMf, furious. » Thereto, besides. 

' Baughty reached. * Homng, heaving. 



i 



XXV. 9.^Md to her feet^ Ac.] And committed her safety, then 
donbtfbl, to the charge of her feet. — Siekenuste means sttftty. 

XXVI. 7. — She fond.] She found in her heart, or chose. 
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The whQes his nets were drying on the sand: 
Into the same shee lept, and with the c»re 
Did thrust the shallop from the floting strand : 

So safety fownd at sea, which she fownd not at land. 
XXVIII. 
The monster, ready on the pray to sease, 
Was of his forward hope deceived quight , 
Ne durst assay to wade the perlous ^ seas, 
But, greedily long gaping at the sight. 
At last in vaine was forst to tume his fli^t. 
And tell the idle tidings to his Dame : 

/ Yet, to avenge his divelbh despight. 
He set upon her palfrey tired lame. 

And slew him cruelly ere any reskew came : 
XXIX. 
And, after having him embowelled 
To fill his hellish gorge, it chaunst a Knight 
To passe that way, as forth he travelled : 
Yt was a goodly Swaine, and of great might, 
As ever man that bloody field did fight ; 

I But in vain sheows, that wont yong Kni^ts bewitch. 
And courtly services, tooke no delight ; 
But rather ioyd to bee than seeraen sich ^ : 

For both to be and seeme to him was labor lich.® 
XXX. 
It was to weete the good^hHhiyHme 

* PerUnuy periloui. * Siekf mnoh. ' Ueh, li^t 



/, 



XXVII. 8.-7^ skalUfpfrom theJhUng strand.] The shallop flott- 
ing from the strand. 

XXVIII. 2. — Hisfonoard hope.'] His confident expectation. 
XXX. 1. — Sir Satyrane.] Sir Satjrane reappears from the sixth 

canto of the first book, where we left him fighting with Sansloy. 
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That raungd abrode to seeke adventures w3de, 
As was his wont, in forest and in plaine : 
He was all armd in rugged Steele unfilde/ 
As in the smoky forge it was compilde,^ 
And in his scutchin ^ bore a satyres hedd :«-• 
He comming present, where the monster vilde 
Upon that milke-white palfreyes caicas fedd, 

Unto his reskew ran, and greedily him spedd. 
XXXI. 
There well perceivd he that it was the hoise 
Whereon fiure Florimell was wont to ride, 
That of that feend was rent without remcnse : 
Much feared he least ought did ill betide 

'^"^'o that faire M aide, the flowre of wemens pride ; 
For her he dearely loved, and in all 
^ His &mous conquests highly raagnifide : 
Besides, her golden girdle, which did fall 

From her m flight, he fownd, that did him sore apall. 
XXXII. 
Full of sad feare and doubtfull agony 
Fiercely he flew upon that wicked feend ; 
And with huge strokes and cruell battery 
lEm forst to leave his pray, for to attend 
ICmselfe from deadly daunger to defend : 
Full many wounds in his corrupted flesh 

/^ He did engrave,^ and muchell ' blood did spend. 
Yet might not doe him die ; but aie more fresh 
And fierce he still appeard, the more he did him thresh. 

* VnfiUUf unpolished. ' CompUdef wrought. ' ScuUhin, ihield. 
^ Engrave, cut, pierce. ^ MuekeU, much. 



XXX. 9. — Greedily him spedd,] Eagerly hastened. 
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XXXUI. 
He wist ^ not how him to despoile of life, 
Ne how to wm the wished victory, 
Sith* ho he saw still strouger grow through strife, 
And himselfe weaker through infirmity : 
Greatly he grew enrag'd, and furiously 
Huriing his sword away he lightly lept 
Upon the beast, that with great cruelty 
Rored and raged to be underkept ; 

Yet he perforce him held, and strokes upon him hept* 
xxxI^^ K 
As he that strives to stop a suddein flood. 
And in strong bancks his violence restraine, 
Forceth it swell above his wonted mood, 
And largely overflow the iruitiull plame, 
That all the countrey seemes to be a maine,^ 
And the rich furrowes flote, all quite fi^rdonne ^ : 
The wofull husbandman doth lowd complaine 
To see his whole yeares labor lost so soone. 

For which to God he made so many an idle boone ^ 
XXXV. 
So him he held, and did through might amate® : 
So long he held him, and him bett so long. 
That at the last his fiercenes gan abate, 
And meekely stoup unto the victor strong : 
Who, to avenge the implacable wrong 
Which he supposed donne to Florimell, 
Sought by all meanes hb dolor "^ to prolong, 

» Wise, knew. » Bootu, prayer. 

' SUh, since. • AmaU, tubdne. 

* MaifUf tea. 7 ])olor, pain. 

* Fordmm*, mined. 
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/« 



Shb ^ dint of Steele hb carcas could not qodl ; 
Ks maker with her channes had framed him so weU. 

XXXVI. 
/ Thi^£olden liblKui^d, which that Vii^ wore 
/ About ner sclender waste, he tooke in hand, 
' And with it bownd the beast that lowd did rare 
For great despight of jt^tjinwonlod hnnd>* 
Yet dared not his victor to withstand, 
But trembled l^:e a lambe fled from the pray ; 
And all the way him followd on the strand, 
As ^ he had long bene learned to obay ; 
Yet nevor learned he such service till that day. 
XXXVII. 
Thus as he led the beast along the way, 
He spide far oflT a migh^ Giauatesse 
Fast flying, on a courser dapled gray. 
From a bold Knight that with great hardinesse ' 
Her hard pursewd, and sought for to suppresse : 
She bore before her lap a dolefull Squire, 
Lymg athwart her horse in great distresse, 
/ Fast bounden hand and foote with cords of wire, 
^Whome she did meane to make the thrall of her desire. 
XXXVIII. 
Which whenas Satjnrane beheld, in haste 
He lefte his captive beast at liberty, 
And crost the nearest way, by which he cast^ 
Her to encounter ere she passed by ; 
But she the way shund nathemore ^ forthy,® 

* Sithf since. * Cast, purpoied, resolTed. 

' ASf as if. ^ Kathimorey none the more. 

• Hardtnuse^ boldness. • Forthyj therefore. 



XXXVI. 6. — Fled from the pray.] From the prejer, or spcnler. 
VOL. n. 27 
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But fi)rward gallopt fast ; which when he spyde, 
Ks mighty speare he couched warily^ 
And at her ran ; she, having him descryde, 

Heiselfe to 6ght addrest, and threw her lode aside. 
\ XXXIX. 
Like as a gpshauke, tliat b foote doth beare 
A tremblbg clilver,* having spide on hight 
An eag|^ that with plumy wings doth sheare^ 
The subtile ayre stouping with all his might, 
The quarrey ^ throwes to ground with fell despight. 
And to the batteill doth herselfe prepare : 
So ran the Geauntesse unto the fight ; 
Her fyrie eyes with fiirious sparkes did stare, 

And with blasphemous bannes ^ High (jod in peeces tare. 

XL. 
She caught in hand an huge great yron mace, 
Wherewith she many had of life deprived ; 
But, ere the stroke could seize hb aymed place, 
His speare amids her sun-brode shield arriv'd ; 
Yet nathemore* the Steele asonder riv'd. 
All ® were the beame in bignes like a mast, 
Ne her out of the stedfast sadle driv'd ; 
But, glauncing on the tempred metall, brast^ 

In thousand shivers, and so forth beside her past 

XLI. ■/ 
Her steed did stagger with that puissaunt strooke ; 

' Culver, (cuHfraf Sazon,) doTe. ^ Muhemaref none the more. 

« Shsare, cut • M, although. 

» Quarrey f prey. » Bnut, broke. 
^ Bonnes, cones. 



XL. 3. — Could seize his aymed plaee,^ Could reach the place at 
i^ch it was aimed or directed. 
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But she no more was moved with that voi^ 
Then ^ it had lighted on an aged oke. 
Or on the maible pillour that b pight ^ 
Upon the top of mount Olympus hight. 
For the brave youthly champions to assay 
With bumbg charet wheeles it nigh to smite ; 
But who that smites it mars his ioyous play, 
And IS the spectacle of ruinous decay .^ 
XLII. 
fet, therewith sore enrag'd, with steme regard 
Her dreadiidl weapon she to him addrest. 
Which on his helmet martelled so hard 
That made him low bcline his lofty crest, 
And bowd his battred visour to his brest : 

1 J%em, than if. ' PigK placed. ' Deeayf defeat. 



XLl. 5. — Cf mount Olympus higkt.'] The chariot races of antiquity 
aie here described. At the end of the circus, a pillar was erected, 
round which the elects turned ; and it was a contest of skill to pass 
as near as possible without touching. The classical reader will recd- 
Itct the expression in the first ode of the first book of Horace — 

" Metaque fervidis 

Evitata rotis.'* 
Spenser makes a singular mistake in supposing that the Olympic 
games were celebrated on Mount Oljrmpus, besides the absurdity of 
laying the scene of a chariot race on the top of a mountain. On this 
account, Church would transfer the blame to the printer, who, as he 
conjectures, transposed the fourth and fifth lines, and that Spenser 
wrote the passage thus — 

... * an aged oke, 

Upon the top of mount Olympus hight, 
Or on the marble pillour that is pight,' 
Ac., which seems not improbable. 

XLII. 3. — Martelled.] Hammered. — Jdartd is a French word, 
meaning hammer, derived from the Latin malleus. 
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Wba»with he was so stand that he n'ote^ lyde^ 
But reeled to and fro from east to west : 
Wliich when his cruell enimy espyde. 
She lightly unto him adioyned ^ syde to syde ; 
XUII. 
And, on his collar laying puissaunt hand, 
Out of his wavering seat him pluckt peribrse, 
Perforse him pluckt unable to withstand 

iOr helpe himselfe ; and laying thwart her horse, 
In loathly wise like to a canrion corse, 
She bore him fast away : which when the Kni^t 
That her pursewed saw, with great remorse ' 
He neare was touched in his noble spright. 
And gan encrease his speed as she encreast her Bi^t 
XLIV. 
Whom whenas nigh approching she espyde, 
She threw away her burden angrily ; 
For she list not the batteill to abide, 
But made herselfe more li^t away to fly : 
Yet her the hardy Knight pursewd so nye 
That almost b the backe he oft her strako : 
But still, when him at hand she did espy. 
She tumd, and semblaunce of faire fight did make ; 
But, when he stayd, to flight againe she did her take. 
XLV. 
By this the good Sir Satyrane gan wake 
Out of his dreame that did him long entraunce, 
And, seeing none in place, he gan to make 
Exceeding mone, and curst that cruell chaunce 

' JCatBf ooold not. ' Adioyned, approached, or joined henelf. 
' Remorsey pity. 



XLIII. 5. — In loathly lotte.] In a diignu^ful manner. 
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Which reft fifom him so iaire a chevisaiince ^ : 
At length he spyde whereas that woiiill Squyre, 
Whom he had reskewed fix>m captivaunce^ 
Of his strong foe, lay tombled in the mjrre, 

Unable to arise, or foot or hand to styre.^ 
XLVI. 
To whom approchmg, well he mote perceive 
In that fowie plight a comely personage 
And lovely face, made fit for to deceive 1 

Fraile Ladies hart with loves consuming rage,' 
Now m the blossome of his fisshest-age : 
He reard him up, and loosd his yron bands, 
And after gan inquire his parentage. 
And how he fell into that Gyaunts hands, 

And who that was which chaced her along the lands. 
XLVII. 
Then trembling yet through feare the Squire bespake ; 
" That Geauntesse Ajcgante is behight,* 
A daughter of the Titans which did make 
Warre against heven, and heaped hils on hight 
To scale the skyes and put love fifom his right : 
Her syre Typhoeus was ; who, mad through merth,! 
And dronke with blood of men slaine by his might,! 
Thipugh incest her of his owne mother Earth 

Whylom^ * begot, being but halfe twin of that berth : 
XLVIII. 
" For at that berth another babe she bore ; 
To weet, the mightie OlTypha nt, that wrought 
Great wreake® to many errant Knights of yore, 
And many hath to foule coniusion brought 

' Chevisauncej adTcntore. * Behightj called. 

' Captnaunee, captiirity. ^ WkyUrme, formerlj. 

• Styre, move. • Wreakej ruin. 

27* 
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These twmnes, men say, (a thmg far passing thought,) 
Whfles in their mothers wombe enclosd they were, 
/ Ere they into the lightsom worid were brou^t, 
/ In fleshly lust were mingled both yfere,' 
/And in that monstrous wise did to the world appere. 

XUX. 
" So liv*d they ever after in like sin, \ 
Gainst-iHrtHM^Hir and good behaveoureX 
But greatest shame was to that maiden twin ; 
Who, not content so fowly to devoure 
Her native flesh and staine her brothers bowre,* 
/ Did wallow in all other fleshly myre, 
' And suffied beastes her body to deflowre ; 
So whot ^ she burned in that lustfiill fyre : 
Yet all that might not slake her sensuall desyre : 

L. 
" But over all the countrie she did raunge, 
To seeke young men to quench her flaming thrust,* 
And feed her fancy with delightiiill chaunge : 
Whom so she fittest findes to serve her lust. 
Through her maine strength, in which she most doth trust, 
She with her bringes into a secret ile. 
Where in etemall bondage dye he must, 
Or be the vassall of her pleasures vile. 
And in all shamefull sort himselfe with her defile. 

LI. 
" Me seely ^ wretch she so at vauntage caught, 
After she long m waite for me did lye. 
And meant unto her prison to have brought, 
Her lothsom pleasure there to satisfye ; 

> iyer«, together. * 7%n«t, thirat 

' BawrCt chamber. ^ Seely, silly, simple. 

» What, hoi. 
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That thousand deathes me lever ^ were to dye 
Then breake the vow that to iaire Columbell 
1 plighted have, and yet keeps stedfastly : 
^ As for my name, it mistreth ^ not to tell ; 
jKJall me the Squyr6 of Dames ; that me beseemeth well. 

LII. 
" But that bold Knight, whom ye pursuing saw 
That Geauntesse, is not such as she seemd, 
But a faire Virgin that in martiall law 
And deedes of armes above all Dames is deemd, 
And above many Knightes is eke esteemd 
For her great worth ; she T^1flf^infe is hight ^ : 

be you from death, you me from dread, redeemd : 
Ne any may that mcMister match in fight, V^ 
}ut she, or such as she, that is so chaste a wight^ 
LIII. 
" Her well beseemes that quest,^ " quoth Satyrane : 
" But read,* thou Squyre of Dames, what vow is this, 
Which thou upon thyselfe hast lately ta'ne ? " 
" That shall I you recount," quoth he, " ywis,* 
So be ye pleasd to pardon all amis. 
That gentle Lady whom I love and serve. 
After long suit and wearie servicis, 



Did aske me how I could her love ^servv 



And how she might be sure that I would never swerve. 

Liv. 
'< I, glad by any meanes her grace to gaine. 

^ Mt lever J I would rather. * Qk«^) expedition. 

' Mistrethf signifieth. ^ Readf explain. 

• Hight, called. • YtDu, certainly. 



\ 



LIII. 4.— 71^ shall I you recauntj quoth he.] <<The tale of the 
Squyre of Dames is a copy of the Host's tale in Ariosto, canto 
XXVm."— Warton. 
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Badd her commaund my life to save or spill ^ : 

ETtsoones^ she badd me with incessaunt paine 

To wander through the world abroad at will, 

And every where, where with my power or sldU 

I might doe service unto gentle Dames, 

That I the same should faithfully iulfill ; 

And at the twelve roonethes end should bring their names 

And pledges, as the spoiles of my victorious games. 

LV. 
" So well I to faire Ladies service did. 
And found such favour in their loving hartes, 
That, ere the yeare his course had ccHnpasad, 
Three hundred pledges for my good desartes, 
And thrice three hundred thanks for my good partes, 
I with me brought and did to her present : 
Which when she saw, more bent to eke ' my smartes 
Then * to reward my trusty true intent, 

She gan for me devise a grievous punishment ; 

LVI. 
" To weet, that I my traveill should resume, 
And with like labour walke the world arownd, 
Ne ever to her presence should presume, 
?Till I so many other Dames had fownd, 

iThe which, for all the suit I could propownd, 
Would me refuse their pledges to aflbrd, 
I But did abide for ever chaste and sownd." 
" Ah ! gentle Squyre," quoth he, " tell at one word. 
How many fownd'st thou such to put in thy record ? " 
LVII. 
" Indeed, Sir Knight," said he, " one word may tell 
All that I ever fownd so wbely stayd,* 

> apm, wpoily destroy. • EfisooneSy immediately. » Eke^ indetse. 
« 7)ften, than. * Stayd, staid, or discreet 
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For aadj three they were disposd so well ; 
NL^And yet three yeores I now abrode have strayd, 
To find them out" " Mote I," then laughing sayd 
The Knight, " inquire of thee what were those three. 
The which thy pro£5ned curtesie denayd ^ ? 
Or ill they seemed sure avizd ^ to bee, 

Or brutishly brought up, that ney'r did fiushions see." 
LVIIL 
" The first which then refused me," said bee, 
'^ Certes ^ was but a common courtisane ; 
Yet flat refiisd to have a^)e with mee. 
Because I could not give her many a jane." 
(Thereat fiill hartely laughed Satyrane.) 
" The second was^anjioly nunne to chose, 
Which would not let me be^r chappeUane, 
Because she knew, she sayd, I would disclose 

Her counsell, if she should her trust in me repose. 

LIX. 
" The third Ok damxell was of low degree, 
Whom I in county cottage fownd by chaunce: 
Full litle weened I that chastitee 
Had lodging m so meane a maintenaunce ^ ; 
lYet was she &yre, and in her countenaunce 
vDwelt simple truth in seemely fashion : 
Long thus I woo'd her with due 6bservaunce, 
In hope unto my pleasure to have won ; 

But was as far at last, as when I first begon. 

1 Dmwffdy denied. * OirUi^ tndy. 

' Atixdy disposed. ^ MainttmmMUj eonditioii. 



LVm. 4. — Many a jaiu.] Much money. — Jane, aoocwding to Tyt* 
irhitt, was a small coin of Genoa, or Janua. 
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LX. 

, ^^ Safe ^ her, I never any woman found 
' That chastity did for itselfe embrace^ 
; But were for oth^ causes firme and sound ; 

Either for want of handsome time and place, 
f Or else for feare of shame and fowle disgrace. 
/ Thus am I hopelesse ever to attaine 
/ My Ladies love, in such a desperate case, 
But all my dayes am like to waste in vaine. 
Seeking to match the chaste with th' unchaste Ladies traine.'' 

LXI. 
" Perdy," ^ sayd Satyrane, " thou Squjrre of Dames, 
Great labour fondly ^ hast thou hent ^ in hand. 
To get small thankes, and therewith many blameB ; 
That may emongst Alcides labours stand." 
Thence backe returning to the former land,^ 
Where late he left die beast he overcame. 
He found him not ;)for he had broke his bandA 
And was retumd agame unto his Dame, ^ 

To tell what tydings of fityre Florimell became. 

* Sttfe, stye. * Perdy, truly. * FanHy^ fooliihly. 

^ Hentj taken. * Land, place. 



LX. 1. — Safe ker, &«.] Let it be remembered that these tentuiienti 
are pat by Spenier into the month of a light and vain profligate, and 
that they are no more to be regarded as his own, than the language of 
the fallen angels, in Paradise Lost, is to be deemed as ezpressiTe of 
Milton's own opinions. No poet ever had a truer respect for woman 
than Spenser. 

LX. 9. — Seeking to matehf &c.] Seeking to make up the number 
of three hundred of each. 

LXL 6 — mkere late he l^, &c.] See stanias XXXVI. and 

xxxvm. 
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CANTO VIII. 

The Witch creates a snowy La- 
dy like to Florimell ; 

Who wrong'd by Carle, by Proteus sav'd, 
Is sought by ParidelL 

I. 
So oft as I this history record, 
My hart doth melt with meere compassion, 
To thinke how causelesse of her owne accord 
This gentle Damzell, whom I write upon, 
Should plonged be in such affliction, 
Without all hope of comfort or reliefe ; 
/ That sure I weene the hardest hart of stone 
/ Would hardly finde ^ to aggravate her griefe : 
/ For misery craves rather mercy then ^ repriefe.^ 

II. 
But that accursed Hag, her hostesse late. 
Had so enranckled her malitious hart. 
That she desyrd th' abridgement of her fate,* 
Or long enlargement of her painefuU smart. 
Now when the beast, which by her wicked art 
Late fix)rth she sent, she backe retouming spyde 
Tyde with her golden girdle ; it a part 

' FifuUf choose. ' Reprirfe^ reproof. 

* Then, than. * Fate, fated term of life. 



I. 3. — Cau8des9t cf her ovnu aeeord.'\ Without any act or coosent 
of her own. 
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Of Her rich spoyles whom he had eaist^ destrojd 
She weendy and w(mdioiis gladnes to her hart applyde: 

m. 
And, with it ronning hastly to her sonne, 
Thought with that sight him much to have reliy'd^ ; 
Who, thereby deeming sure the thbg as donne, 
His forro^ griefe with finie firesh reYiv'd 
Much more than earst,^ and would have algates ' riv'd 
/The hart out of his brest : ix sith ^ h^ dedd 
/ He surely dempt,* himselfe he thought deprived 
/ Quite of all hope wherewith he long had fedd 
His foolish malady, and long time had misledd. 

IV. 
With thought whereof exceeding mad he grew» 
And in his rage his mother would have slame, 
Had she not fled into a secret mew,^ 
Where she was wont her sprightes to ^itertaine. 
The maisters of her art : there was she &ine^ 
To call them all in order to her ayde, 
And them conjure, upon eteraall paine, 
To counsell her so carefully ® dismayd 
How she might heale her sonne whose senses weie decayd.' 

V. 
By their advice, and her owne wicked wit, 
She there deviz'd a wondrous worice to frame. 
Whose like on earth was never framed yit ; 
That even Nature selfe envide the same. 
And grudg'd to see the counterfet should shame 

* Eargty befbre. ' Mew, hkHnip-plftm. 

* iUU9% re&nimtled. ^ FaitUf f kd. 

* JilgateSf at any rate. * Car^dhf^ ■orrowfiiUy. 
« 8kk, littee. * DteapL, impaiiMU 

* Demft^ deemed. 
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The thmg itselfe : In band she boldly tttdce 
To mtke tnotber like the fimner Dame, 
Another Florimell, in shape and looke 

So lively/ and so like, that many it mistooke. 
VI. 
The substance, whereof she the body made, 
Was t ft iyo )» g i^ iy m massy mould congeald, 
Which she bad gathered in a shady glade 
Of the Riphoean hils, to her reveald 
By errant^ sprigfats, but from all men cooceald: 
The same she tempred with fine m^rcuiy 
And viigin wcx ^ that neyer yet was seald, 
And mingled them with perfect Teaiuly ^ ; 

That like a Uvely sanguine it seemd to the eye. 
vn. 
Instead of eyes two bunung lampes she set 
In sUyer sockets, shynbg like the skyes, 
And a quicke moving spirit did arret ^ 
To stirre and roll them like to womens eyes : 
Instead of ydlow lockes she did devyse 
With golden wjnre to weave her curled head ; 
Yet golden wyre was not so yellow thryse 
As Florimells fiiyre heare : and, in the stead i 

Of life, she put a spright to rule the carcas dead\ 
vni4 
A wicked spright, yftaugfat^ with &wnmg guyle 

* Lhdyf lJ£bAik», ' ErrmU, wandmring. ' fFaoB, wvc 
* VermUy, Tennilion. * Arrets appoint ' Yfraugkty filled. 



VI. 4. — Bifhaan JbtZt.] These were moimtamf (probably imagi- 
nary) in tha north of Soythia. The name was applied to any cold 
mountains* 

vn. 7.^ W^wttao yeUdno tftryie.] Was not a third part ao jaUow. 
VOL. n. 28 
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And feyre resemblance above all the rest, 

Which with the Prince of Darkenes fell somewfayle^ 

From hevens blis and everiasting rest : 

Him needed not instruct which way were best 

Himselfe to feshion likest Florimell, 

Ne how to speake, ne how to use his gest^ ; 

LFor he in counterfesaunce ^ did excell, 
id all the wyles of wemens wits knew pas^g welL 
IX. 

Him shaped thus she deckt in garments gay. 

Which Florimell had left behind hw late ; 

That whoso dien her saw, would surely say 

It was heiselfe whom it did imitate, 

Or fityrer then herselfe, if ought algate ^ 

Might fayrer be. And then she forth her brought 

Unto her sonne that lay in feeble state ; . 

Who seemg h^ gan streight upstart, and thought 
She was the Lady selfe whom he so long had sought 

X. 

Tho,^ fast her clipping ® twixt his armes twayne, 

Extremely ioyed in so happy sight. 

And soone forgot his former sickely payne : 

But she, the more to seeme such as she hight,^ 

Coyly rebutted ® his embracement light ; 

Yet still, with gentle countenaunce, retain'd 

Enough to hold a foole in vsune delight : 

Him long she so with sl^^gdoj^^ entertain'd, 
As her creatresse had in charge to her ordam'd : 

" SorMwhyUffoTmerly. • Tllo, then. 

' Geff, deportment. * Clipping, embncing 

' Counterfesaunce, counterfeiting. ^ Higkt, was called. 

^ Mgate, by any meang. * Rebutted, repelled. 
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XL 
TDl on a day, as he disposed was 
To walke the woodes with that Im idole ^ iairei 
Her to disport and idle time to pas 
In th' open freshnes of the gentle aire, 
A Knight that way there chaunced to repaire ; 
Yet Knight he was not, but a boastful! swaine 
That deedes of armes had ever in despaire, 
Ftmi WmggKiamiii^ that in vaunting vame 
His glory did repose and credit did mamtame. 

xn. 
He, seebg with that Chorle^ so fiure a wight 
Decked with many a costly ornament. 
Much merveiled thereat, as well he might, 
And thought that match a fowle disparagranent: 
His bloody speare eftesoones 3 he boldly bent 
Against the silly Clowne, who dead through feare 
Fell streight to ground m great astonishment: 
" Villem," sayd he, " this Lady is my deare ; 
Dy, if thou it gainesay : I wiU away her beare." 

XIII. 
The fearefiill Chorle ^ durst not gcdnesay nor dooe, 
But tremblmg stood, and yielded him the pray ; 
Who, finding litle leasure her to wooe. 
On Tromparts steed her mounted without stay, 
And without reskew led her quite away. 
Proud man himselfe then Braggadochio deem'd, 
And next to none, after that happy day, 

' IdoUf image. * CkorUy churl. ' Eftesoones^ immediately. 



XI. 8. — Proud Braggadocehio.l Braggadocchio appean from tbe 
third canto of the second book, 
xn. 5. — His bloody speare.'] This is ironical. 
Xm. 7. — And next to none.'] That is, second to none. 
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Being possessed of that spoyle, which seem'd 
The fiurest wight oo ground tod most of men estoem'd. 

XIV. 
But, when he saw himselie free from pounote. 
He gan make gentle purpose ^ to his Dame 
With tenses of love and lewdnesse dissolute ; 
For he could well his gj onng * speaches frame 
To such vaine uses tha^niin best became : 
But she thereto would lend but light regard. 
As seeming sory that she erer came 
/ Into his powre, that used her so hard 
(To reave* her honor which she moce then^ life prebnL 

XV. 
Thus as they two of kindnes treated long, 
There them hj chaunce encountred on the way 
An armed Knight upon a courser strong, 
Whose trampling feete upon the hoUow lay * 
Seemed to thunder, and did nigh affiay 
That Capons comge ; yet he looked grim, 
And faynd to cheare bis Lady in dismay. 
Who seemd for feare to quake in every lim. 
And her to save from outrage meekeiy prayed him. 

XVI. 
Fiercely that Straunger forward came ; and, nigh 
Approching, with bold words and bitter threat 
Bad that same Boaster, as he mote on high. 
To leave to him that Lady for excheat, 

' Fttrpose, convenation. * Glozmg^ deceiring. 

' Bmmt^ take away. « Jkm, than. * Ii^, laa. 



XV. 3.^dAi armed Kmght^l The name of thia knight is Sir Fer- 
rangh, as we learn in the second canto of the fourth hook. 

XVI. 3. — AshemoUonhigh.'] Inasperemptoiyamannerasheconld. 
XVI. 4.— £cdUal.] JBidkart.— Lands which are forfeited, or to 
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Or bide ^ him batteiU without fimhor treat* 
That challenge did too pefemptoiy seema. 
And 61d his senses with abashment great; 
Tet, seeing ni^ him ieopardj extreme, 

He it dissembled well, and light seemd to esteeme ; 
xvn. 

Saying, " Thou fixdish Knight, that weeost with words , 
To Steele away that I with blowes have wonne. 
And brought through pomts of many perilous swards 1 
But if thee list to see thy courser ronne, 
Or prove thyselfe ; this sad encounter shonne. 
And seeke eb without hazard of thy hedd." 
At those prowd words that other Knight begonne 
To wex exceeding wroth, and him aredd' 

To tume his steede about, or sure he should be dedd* 

xvm. 
" Sith * then," said Braggadochio, '* needes thou wQt 
Thy dales abridge, throu^ proofe of puissaunca ; 
Tume we our steeds ; that both in equall tilt 
May meete againe, and each take happy chaunce." 
This said, they both a iiiriongs mountenaunoe^ 
Retird their steeds, to ronne in even race : 
But Braggadochio with his bloody launce 
Once having tumd, no more returad his &ce, 

But lefte his Love to losse, and fled himselfe apace. 

XIX. 
The Knight, him seemg flie, had no regard 

> Bide, bid, offer. * Treaty parley. * Aredd, told. 

^ SUhf since. ^ MomUmuimneef diitanoe. 



J 



which there ii no heir, escheat or reTert to the lord of whom thay an 
held. 

28» 
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Him to pouisew, but to the Lady rode ; 
And, having her from Trompart lightly reard,^ 
Upon his couiser sett the lovly lode, 
And with her fled away without abode * : 
Well weened he, that feirest Florimell 
It was with whom m company he yode,' 

1 And so herselfe did alwaies to him tell ; 

\ So made him thinke himselfe m heven that was in helL 
XX. 
But Florimell herselfe was far away, 
Driven to great distresse by fortune straunge. 
And taught the careiull mariner to play,^ 
Sith ^ late mischaunce had her compeld to chaunge 
The land for sea, at randon there to raunge : 
Tett there thnt nnull qi i nnnn nrgngar r nn ^ 
Not satisfyde so far her to estraunge 
From courtly blis and wonted happmesse. 
Did heape on her new waves of weaiy wretchednesse. 
XXI. 
For, being fled into the fishers bote 
For refuge firom the monsters cruelty. 
Long so she on the mighty maine did flote, 
And with the tide drove forward carelesly ; 
For th' ayre was milde and cleared was the side, 
And all his windes dan Aeolus did keepe 



« Reard, taken. « Jibode, deUy. » Yode, went 

Play, act the part of. ^ SUh, since. 



XX. 1. — But Florimell hersdfe.'] See the twenty-ieventh stanza of 
the preceding canto. 

XX. 6. — CnuU queene avengeresse.] Q^eene here is a personifi- 
cation of Fate, or Destiny, which pursaed Florimel with a sort of 
revengeful cruelty. 
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From stmiDg up their stormy enmity, 
As pittying to see her waile and weepe ; 

But all the while the fisher did securely sleepe. 
XXII. 
At last when droncke with drowsmesse he woke, 
And saw his drover ^ drive along the streame, 
He was dismayd ; and thrise his brest he stroke, 
For marvdll of that accident extreame: 
But when he saw that blazing beauties beame, 

lich with rare light hb bote did beautifye, 
He marveild mote, and thought he yet did dreame, 
Not well awakte ; or that some extasye 

Assotted* had his sence, or dazed^ was his eye. 
XXIIl. 

But, when her well avizing** hee perceiv'd 
To be no vision nor iantasticke sight, 
Great comfort of her presence he conceiv'd, 
And felt in his old corage ^ new delight 
To gin awake, and stir his fix)sen spright : 
Tho * rudely askte her, how she thether came ? 
" Ah ! " sayd she, " father, I note read "^ aright 
What hard misfortune brought me to thb same ; 

Tet am I glad that here I now m safety ame. 
XXIV. 
'' But thou, good man, sith ^ &r in sea we bee, 
And the great waters gin apace to swell, 
That now no more we can the majm-land see, 

1 Drover, boat. ^ CoragA, heart, mind. 

' jSssottidj bewildered, bewitched. ' T%o, then. 

' Dazed, dimmed, dazzled. ^ J^ote read, cannot explain. 

^ Jhizing, looking at. ' Sith, since. 



XXII. 1. — Dnmeke wUk drotosmesse.'] Tired with ileeping. 
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Have care, I prnj, to guide the cock4xM weU, 
Least^ wone on aea thm^ us on laud bdfdL" 
. Thereat th' old man did nou^t but fondly grin, 
'^ And saide^ his boat the way could wisely tell : 
' But his deceiptfiill ayes did never lin ' 
To looke on her iaiie &oe and maike b^mowy ddo. 

XXV. 

The sght whefeof in his congealed flesh 
Infixt such secrete sdng of greedy lust, m . 

That the drie withered stocke it gan refresh, ^ 
And kindled heat, that soone in flame fixrth bcust: 

T^ /^riggt r^mnA \^ flf^^^ till"'* ^^ ^'"^ 

Rudely to her he lept, and his rough band, 
Where iU became him, rashly would have thrust ; 
But she with angry scome him did withstond, 
And shamefiilly reproved fer his ludenes fond.^ 

XXVI. 

But he, that never good nor maners knew. 
Her sharpe rebuke fiiU litle did esteeme ; 
Hard is to teach an old horse amble trew : 
The inwanTsmok^y^at did befcMre but steeme, 
Broke bto opeajGcfi-and rage extreme ; 
And now he strength gan adde unto his will, 
Forcyng to doe that did him fowle misseeme : 
Beastly be threwe her downe, ne car'd to spill 
Her garments gay with scales of fish, that all did fill. 
XXVII. 
The silly ' Virgin strove him to withstand 

> Leatt, left > 7%eii, than. * Un, oeuM. 

4 Fond, foolith. > SUhfj innocent 



XXVI. 7. — Forcyng to doe, Ac.] Using force to do that which 
finilly miibeeame him. 
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All that she might, and him m vame revild ; 
Shee strugled strongly both with fixate and band 
To save her hjoat from that villame vilde. 
And cride to beven, from humane help exild* 
O ! ye brave Knights, that boast this Ladies lore, 
Where be ye now, when al.e is nigh defild 
Of filthy wretch ! well may she you reprove 

Of fiJsehood or of slouth, when most it may behove ! 
xxvm. 
But if that thou, Sit Satyran, didst weete,^ 
Or thou, Sir Peridure, her sory state, 
How soone would yee assemble many a fleete, 
To fetch from sea that ye at land lost late 1 
Towres, citties, kingdomes, ye would ruinate 
In your av^dgement and despiteous rage, 
Ne ought your burning fiiry mote abate : 
But, if Sir Calidore could it presage, 

No living creature could bb cruelty asswage. 

But, sith^ that none of all hef Knights is nye, 
See how the heavens, of voluntary grace! 
And soveraine fevor towards chastity, / 
Doe succor send to her distressed cace : 

-B h litfi nm diiniMii tmM M 

It fortuned, whitest thus she stifly strove. 
And the wide sea imp6rtuned long space 
With shrilling shriekes, y^leO^ abrode did rove, . 
Along the fomy waves driving his finny drove. 

1 IfMte, know. ' aUkf nnoe. ' Embraeef protect. 



XXVIII. l.-^But if thu thau, Sir Artyrtm, Ac.] Of the three 
kni^ts, mentioned in thif stania, we are already acquainted with one. 
Sir Satyrane ; Sir Calidore we meet hereafter; but of Sir Peridure we 
hear no more. 
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XXX. 

Fhiteus b sbepheard of the seas of yore, 
And hath the charge of Neptune's mighty heard ; 
An a^ed sure with head all fiowy hcxre,^ 
And sprinckled frost upon his deawy beard : 
Who when those pittifiiU outcries he heard 
Through all the seas s6 rueiiilly resownd, 
His charett swifte m hast he thether steard, 
Which with a teeme of scaly Phocas bownd 

Was drawne upon the waves, that fomed him arownd; 
XXXI. 
And comming to that 6shers wandring bote, 
That went at wiU withouten card or sayle, 
He therem saw that yrkesome sight, which smote 
Deepe mdignation and compassion frayle* 
Into his hart attonce : streight did he hayle ' 
The greedy villem from his hoped pray. 
Of which he now did very little fayle ; 

/ And with his stafie, that drives his heard astray, 
' Him bett so sore, that life and seoce did much dismay. 
XXXII. 
The whiles the pitteous lady up did ryse. 
Ruffled and fowly raid^ with filthy soyle. 
And blubbred ^ face with teares of her faire eyes ; 
Her heart nigh broken was with weary toyle, 
To save herselfe fiom that outrageous spoyle : 
But when she lodced up, to weet ^ what wight 
Had her fiom so infamous fact assoyld,^ 
For shame, but more for feare of his grim sight, 

Downe in her lap she hid her face, and lowdly shright.®^ 



' Frmoy harCf mossy hotr. * Blubbred^ duBgaied with weeping. 

■ FrayUf tender. • Weet, learn. 

' Ha^, hmie, drag. '' A»9ayLd^ rescned. 

^ Raidf disfigured. " Skright, shrieked. 
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XXXIIL 

Herselfe not saved yet fiom daunger dredd 
She thought, but chaung'd from one to other feare : 
JLike as a feareiull partridge, that is fledd 
From the sharpe hauW-w^ich her attached ^ neare. 
And ials to ground, ^seekc for succor theare, 
Whereas the hungry sganie]ls she does spye 
With greedy iawes her rectdy for to teare : 
In such distresse and sad perplexity 

Was Florimell, when Proteus she did see her by. 
XXXIV. 
But he endevored with speaches milde 
Her to recomfort, and accourage bold, 
Biddmg her feare no more her foeman vilde, 
Nor doubt himselfe ; and who he was her told : 
Tet all that could not fiom affiight her hold, 
Ne to recomfort her at all prevayld ; 
For her faint hart was with the fix)sen cold 
Benumbd so inly that her wits nigh fayla, 

And all her sences with abashment quite were quayld. 
XXXV. 
Her up betwixt his rugged hands he reard, 
And with his fiory * lips full softly kist, 
Whiles the cold ysickles from his rough beard 
Dropped adowne upon her yvory brest : 
Yet he himselfe so busily addrest,^ 
That her out of astonishment he wrought ; 
And, out of that same fishers filthy nest 
Remoiong her, into his charet brought, 

And there with many gentle termes her faire besought 

^ AUatked^ attacked. * Frory^ fiN>xeD. ' Addrest, busied, employed. 



XXXIV. 2,^Jkeaurag6 bold.J Encourage so that she might ftel 
secure. 
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XXXVl. 

But diat okU^ttchpur, which whh bold assault 

That beautie durst presume to vidatOi 

He C25t ^ to punish for his hainous fault : i 

Then tooke he him yet trembling sith ^ of late 

And tyde bdiind his charet, to aggrate^ 

The Virgin whom be had abusde so sore ; 

So drag'd him through the waves m scomfiil slate, 

And after cast him up upon the shore ; 

But Fbrimell with him unto his bowre^ be bore. 
XXXVII. 
I£s bowre ^ is in the bottom of the mame, 
Under a mightie rocke gainst which doe rave 
The roring billowes m their proud dbdamci 
That with the angry working of the wave 
Therem b eaten out an hollow cave, 
That seemes rough masons hand with engines keene 
Had long while laboured it to engrave ^ : 
There was his wonne ^ ; ne living wight was seene 

Save cme old nymph, bight l^^aMjji^to keepe it deane. 
XXXVIII. 
Thether he brought the sory Florimell, 
And entertained her the best he might, 
(And Panop^ her entertaind eke well,) 
As an immortall mote a mortall wight, \ 
To winne her liking unto his delight : ) 
Widi flattering wordes he sweetly wooed heri 
And offered faire guiftes f allure her sight ; 
But she both offers and the offerer 

Despysde, and all the fawning of the flatterer. 

* Cojf, refolyed. » Engrave, oat ovt 
' Sith, since. • Wotme, dwelling. 

* JiggnUe, pleaie. f Eight, called. 
^ Bowre, residence. 
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XXXIX. 

Dayly he tempted her with this or that, 
And never suffied her to be at rest: 
But evermore she him refused flat, 
And all his fained kindnes did detest ; 
So firmely she had sealed up her brest 
/Sometimes he boasted that a god he hight^ ; 

/But she a mortall creature loved best : 
/Then he would make himselfe a mortall wight ; 
\ But then she said she lov'd none but a Faery Knight 
XL. 
Then like a Faerie Knight himselfe he drest ; 
For every shape on him he could endew: 
Then like a king he was to her exprest, 
And offied kingdoms unto her in vew 
To be his Leman and his Lady trew : 
But, when all thb he nothing saw prevaile, 
With harder meanes he cast ^ her to subdew, 
And with sharpe threates her often did assayle ; 

So thinking (or to make her stubbome corage quayle. 
XLI. 
To dreadfiill shapes he did himselfe transforme : 
Now like a gyaunt ; now like to a feend ; 
Th^ like a centaure ; then like to a storme 
Raging within the waves : Thereby he weend 
Her will to win unto his wished eend : 
But when with feare, nor favour, nor with all 
He els could doe, he saw himselfe esteemd, 
Downe in a dongeon deepe he let her fall, \ 

And threatned there to make her his etemall thrall. 

^ Eighty was called. * Ckutf endeavored. 

TOL. II. 29 
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XLII. 

Etemall thraldome was to her more liefe ^ V 
Then* losse of chastide, <Mr chaunge of love:\ 
Dye had she rather m tcmnenting griefe 
Then* any should of falsenesse her reprove^ 
Or loosenes, that she lightly did remove.^ 
Most vertuous Virgin ! glory be thy meed, 
^ ^^ And crowne of heavenly prayse with saintes above, 
/I J) Where most sweet hymnes of this thy fiunous deed 
Are still emongst them song, that far my rymes exceed : 
XLIII. 
Fit song of ^ angels caroled to bee ! 
But yet whatso my feeble Muse can frame, 
Shal be t' advance thy goodly chastitee, 
And to enroll thy memorable name 
In th' heart of every honourable Dame, 
That they thy vertuous deedes may in 
And be partakers of thy endlesse fame. 
Yt yrkes me leave thee m this wofiiU state. 
To tell of Satyrane where I him left of late : 
XLIV. 
Who having ended with that Squyre of Dames 
A long discourse of his adventures vajme,^ 
-The which himselfe then * Ladies more de&mes,^!^ 
And finding not th' hyena to be slayne, 
With that same Squyre retoumed backe againe 
To his first way : And, as they forward went, 
They spyde a Knight iayre pricking on the playne, 

* Mort Utfe, preferable. ' 7%en, than. ' RemoVf change. 
^ (y by. » VayrUf fruitleas. 




\ 



XLIII. 9. — Of UUe.} At the end of the preceding canto. 
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As if he were on scxne adventure bent, 
And in his port appeared manly hardiment^ 
XLV. 
Sir Satyrane him towardes did addresse. 
To weet^ what wight he was, and what his quest ^: 
And, comming nigh, eftsoones ^ he gan to gesse 
Both by the j^ummg ha rt which on his brest 
He bare, and by the colours in his crest. 
That P^d^l it was : Tho ^ to him yode,® 
And, ntl^aluting as beseemed best, 
Gan first inquire of tydinges farre abrode ; 
And afterwardes on what adventure now he rode. 
XL VI. 
Who thereto answering said ; " The tydinges bad, 
Which now in Faery Court all men doe tell. 
Which turned hath great mirth to mourning sad, 
yM Ds tlie late rume of proud Marinell, 
"i BAnd suddein parture"^ of faire Florimell 
TTo find him forth : and after her are gone 

/^ All the brave Knightes, that doen m armes excell, 
To savegard ® her y wandred ® all alone ; 
, Emongst the rest my lott (unworthy') is to be one." 
XLVII. 
" Ah ! gentle Knight," said then Sir Sat3rrane, 

^ Hardimentj courage. ' Yode, went. 

■ Weetf learn. "^ Parture, departure 

' Quest J object of pnrsait. ' Savegard j safeguard, protect. 

* Eftsoones J immediately. ' Ytoandredy wandering. 

» 1710, then. 



XLV. Q.— That ParideU it teas.] This is the first appearance of 
Paridell. We are nowhere informed how he and Satyrane became ac- 
quainted. Paridell is an agreeable and accomplished libertine, llie 
"burning hart" is also a part of the description of Lechery in the 
fourth canto of the first book. ParideU, according to Upton, repre- 
sents the earl of Westmoreland. 
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'< Thy labour all b kst, I gretdj dread, 
That hast a thaoklatte senric^ oo thee ta'ne. 
And offirest sacrifice uDto the dead : 
FcHT dead, I surely doubt/ thou maist araad* 
Henceforth far ever FkxiiDell to bee ; 
That all\he noble Knights of MaydeDhea(k 
Which her ador'd, may sore repent* with mee. 

And all faire Ladies may finr ever sory bee." 
XLVIII. 
Which wordes when Paridell had heard, his hew 
Gan greatly chaung, and seemd dismaid to bee ; 
Then sayd ; " Fayre Sir, how may I weene it trew, 
That ye doe tell in such uncerteintee ? 
Or speake ye of report, or did ye see 
lust cause of dread, that makes ye doubt^ bo sore? 
For perdie^ elles* how mote it ever bee, 
That ever hand should dare for to engore * 

Her noble blood 1 The hevens such ciueltie abbore.'^ 
XLIX. 
" These ejeB did see that they wiD ever rew ^ 
T' have seene," quoth he, '^ whenas a monstrous beast 
The palfi^y whereon she did travell slew. 
And of his bowels made hb bloody feast: 
Which speaking token sheweth at the least 
Her certem losse, if not her sure decay ® : 
Besides, that more suspicion encreast, 
I found her golden girdle cast astray, 

Distaynd with durt and blood, as relique of the pray/' 

1 Datibt, fear. • EUes, else. 

* Areadj deem. * Engore^ shed. 

• Repent, grieve. ^ Rew, pity. 

^ PerdiSj truly. " I^ecay, deitruction, death. 

XLIX. 8. — I found her golden girdle east astray,"] In the aecond 



.'J 



Digitized by 



Google 



CTin. THE riEBIE i^UEEIIE. 341 



<< Ah me!" smd Paridell, <<the signes be sacid; 



I 
I 

And, but God turae the same to good aoothsay/ '^ 
That Ladies safetie is sore to be dradd^ : 



Yet wiD I not forsake my forward way, 
Till triall doe more certeine truth bewray." 
" Faire Sir," quoth he, " well may it you succeed ! 
Ne long shall Satyrane behind you stay ; 
/ But to the rest, which m this quest ^ proceed, 
', My labour adde, and be partaker of their speed." 

LI. 
^^ Ye noble Knights," said then the Squyre of Dames, 
" Well may yee speede in so praiseworthy pajrne ! 
But sith ^ the sunne now ginnes ^ to slake his beames 
In deawy vapours of the westeme majme, 
, And lose the teme out of his weary wayne, 
> Mote not mislike you also to abate 
* Your zealous hast, till morrow next agame 

Both liditj^Lkeven and strength of men relate ^ : 
Which iTye please, to yondeTUastle tume your gate." 

LII. 
That counsel! pleased well ; so all yfere '' 
Forth marched to a Castle them before ; 
Where soone arriving they restrained were 
Of ready entraunce, which ought evermore 
To errant Knights be commune : Wondrous sore 

* Soaiksayy omen. * CHmus, begins. 

' Dradd^ dreaded. * Rdate, bring back. 

' Qiceff, pursuit. ^ Yfere, together. 

* Sithf since. 



■taaza of this book, we are told that the beast went back with the 
girdle to the witch. 

29* 
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Thereat displeasd they were, till that young Squyie 
Gan them infonne the cause why that same dore 
Was shut to aU which lodging did desyre : 
The which to let you weet ^ will further time requyre. 

* WmithmL 
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CANTO IX. 

Malbecco will no straunge Knightsi host,' 

For peevish gealosy : 
Paridell giusts with Britomart: 

Both shew their auncestry. 

I. 
Redoubted Knights, and honorable Dames, 
To whom I levell ® all my labours end, 
Right sore I feare least ^ with unworthy blames 
This odious argument ^ my rymes should shend,^ 
Or ought your goodly patience offend, 
Whiles of a wanton Lady I doe write, 

{Which with her loose incontinence doth blend • 
The shyning glory of your soveraine light ; 
And knighthood fowle defaced by a fiuthlesse Knight 

II. 
But never let th' ensample of the bad 

. Offend the good : for good, by paragone "^ 

> Of evill, may more notably be rad ® ; 

As white seemes fayrer matcht with blacke attone ® : 
Ne all are shamed by the fault of one : 

' HoHf entertain. * Blendf blind, dim. 

' Levellj aim, direct. ^ Paragone, contrast 

' Leastf lest. ^ Rod, perceived. 

^ ArgttmerUy subject. ' AtUme, at one, together. 
* Shendf disgrace. 



I. 9,— 'And knighthood f ^.] And of knighthood, dec. 
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For lo ! in heven, whereas all goodnes is 

Enxmgst the angels, a whole legione 

Of wicked sprightes did M Brom happy blis ; 

What wonder then if one, of women aU, did mis ^ ? 
III. 
Then listen, Lordings, if ye list to weet* 
The cause why Satyrane and Paridell 
Mote not be entertaynd, as seemed meet. 
Into that Castle, as that Squyre does tell. 
" Therein a cancred crabbed Carie ^ does dwell, 
That has no skill of court nor courtesie, 
Ne cares what men say of him ill or well : 
For all his dayes he drownes in privitie. 

Yet has full large to live and spend at libertie. 
IV. 
" But all his mind is set on mucky * pelfe, 
To hoord up heapes of evill-gotten masse,^ 
For which he others wrongs, and wreckes himsdfe : 
Yet he is lincked ^ to a lovely Lasse, 

■•^ Whose beauty doth her bounty "^ far surpasse : 
The which to him both far unequall yeares 
And also far unlike conditions ® has ; 
For she does ioy to play emongst her peares, 

And to be fiee fiom hard restraynt and gealous feam. 
V. 
^^ But he is old, and withered like hay, 

1 Mi$, err. * WmI^ learn. 

* Cancr$d crabbed CarUf iU-natnred old man. * Jfadky, yfle. 

* JfocM, wealUi. * Unekedy married. 

' Bounty, goodneiM. " Omditioru, taatea. 



m. b.— Theran^ &c.] The Squire of Damea here begina his nav- 
ratiye. 
lV.e.— T%e which.} Who; that ia, his wife. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C IX. THE TAERIE i^UEENE. 345 

Unfit faire Ladies service to supply ; 

The privie guih wherecrf' makes him ahray 

Suspect her tnitfa, and keepe contiouaU spy 

Upon her with his oAier blincked ^ e je ; 

Ne suflteth he resort of living wight 

Approch to her, ne keep her company, 

But in close bowre * her mewes^ from all mens idght, 

Depriv'd of kindly ioy and naturall de%lit. 
VI. 

« ^' Malbgc co he, and H^enotB she hight ^ ; 
Unfitly yokt together in one teeme. 
That is the cause why never any Knight 
Is suffied here to enter, but ^ he seeme 
Such as no doubt of Urn he need misdeeme/' 
Thereat Sir Satyrane gan smyle, and say ; 
^' Extremdy mad the man I sorely deeme 
That weenes, with watch and hard restraynt, to stay 

A womans wfll which is disposd to go astssay. 
y. VII. ,' 
^' In vaine he feares that which he canaot shonoe: 

I For who wotes ^ not, that womans subdltyes 
Can guylen '' Argus, when sAie list misdonne ? 
It is not yron bandes, nor hundred eyes, 
Nor brasen walls, nor many wakefiill spyes, 

1 Blinckedy dim. * But, nnkfli. 

' BmorCf chamber, room. * Wotes, knows. 

' Mewes, secludeB. ^ Guylen, deceiye. 
* Hight, is called. 



V. 5. — His other Uineked eye.] OtAer, according to Upton, means 

VI. 4. — Brtt he seeme, Slc."] Unless he seems to be such as can 
afford no occasion for doubt or suspicion. 

VII. 3. — When she list misdonne.'] When she widies to do wrong. 
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That can withhold her wilfuU-wandring feet ; 
But fast goodwill, with gentle courtesyes. 
And timely service to her pleasures meet, 

May her pediaps contame ^ that dse would algates ^ fleet' *^ 

vm. 
" Then b he not more mad," sayd Paridell, 
" That hath himselfe unto such service sold, 
In dolefull thraldome all his dayes to dwell ? 
For sure a foole I doe him firmely hold. 
That loves his fetters, though they were of gold. 
But why doe wee devise of others ill, 
Whyles thus we suffer this same Dotard old 
To keepe us out in scome, of his owne will, 

And rather do not ransack all, and himselfe kill ? '' 

IX. 
" Nay, let us first," sayd Satyrane, " entreat 
The man by gentle meanes, to let us in ; 
And afterwardes affiray with cruell threat, 
Ere that we to efforce it doe begm : 
Then, if all &yle, we will by force it win. 
And eke reward the wretch for his mesprise,^ 
As may be worthy of his haynous sin," 
That counsell pleasd : Then Paridell did rise, 

And to the Casde-gate approcht in quiet wise : 

X. 
Whereat soft knocking, entrance he desjnxl. 
The good man *^ selfe, which then the porter playd, 
Him answered, that all were now retyrd 
Unto their rest, and all the keyes convayd 

> Container detain. « AlgaUs, at all events. » Fleet, flit, flee 
^ Mesprisey insolence. ^ Good fium, master of the house. 



Vlli. 8. — Of hia owne loiU.] Thus gratifying his own will. 
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Unto their Maister who in bed was layd, 
That none him durst awake out of his dreme ; 
And therefore them of patience gently prayd 
Then Paridell began to chaunge his theme, 

And thieatned him with force and punishment extreme. 
XI. 
But all in vame ; for nought mote him relent: 
And now so long before the wicket fast 
They wayted, that the night was forward spent, 
And the feire welkin ^ fowly overcast 
6an blowen up a bitter stormy blast, 
With showre and hayle so horrible and dred, 
That this faire many ^ were compeld at last 
To fly for succour to a little shed, 

The which beside the gate for swyne was ordered, 
xn. 
It fortuned, soone after they were gone. 
Another Knight, whom tempest thether brought. 
Came to that Castle, and with earnest mone, 
like as the rest, late entrance deare ^ besought ; 
But, like so as the rest, he prayd for nought ; 
For flatly he of entrance was refijsd : 
Sorely thereat he was displeasd, and thought 
How to avenge himselfe so sore abusd. 

And evermore the Carle of courtesie accusd. 

* WeUdriy sky. * Mttny, company. ' Deare^ earnestly. 



X. 7,— And therefore them, &c.] And therefore appealed to their 
patience or forbearance to excuse his denying them admittance. 

XII. 2. — Mother Ktdght.] This is Britomart. 

XII 9 — Cfeaurtetie accusd,] Accused him as being without cour- 
teiy. 
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xni. 
But, to avoyde cfa' inlcdlenUe stoine,^ 
He was oonpeld to Meke some raiige nearo, 
And to that shed, to shiowd him from the obowie, 
He came, which loll of guests be Ibund whf leaie^^ 
So as he was not let to enter there : 
Whereat he gan to wex ecboeedkig wroth, 
And swore that he would lodge widi diem yfeee^ 
Or then dislodg, all ^ were they liefe^ or loth ; 

And so defyde them each, and so defyde them both. 

XIV. 
Both were fiill loth to leave that needfiiU teot,^ 
And both fiill lolh in darkcnesse to debate "^ ; 
Yet both M liefe ^ him lod^ng to have lent, 
And both full iiefe^ his boastbg tt> abate: 
But chiefely Paridell his hart did grate ® 
To heare bim threaten so despightfiiUy, 
As if he did a dogge m k^nell rate ^ 

That durst not buke ; and rather had he dy J 

Then,' when he was defyde, in coward comer ly. 

XV. 
Tho,^® hasdly remounting to his steed. 
He forth issew'd ; like as a boystious winde. 
Which m th' earthes hollow caves hath iong ben bid 
And shut up Aist within her prisons Uind, 
Makes the huge element, against h&r kinde," 
To move and tremble as it were aghast, 

1 Stowre, tiana. "* DthaU, fight 

» ir^yfaaytr, before. ^ ms hart did graU,£^'mdigpaBL 

< YferSf together. • Then, than. 

« ^aUJK>agh, whether. ^ TU, then. 

* Lirfey willing. " Einde, nature. 

• T^nK, shelter. 
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Untill that it an issew fcnth may finde ; 

Then forth it breakes, and with Us firious Uast 

G>nfounds both land and seas, and skyes doth overcast. 

XVI. 
Their steel-hed speares they strongly coucht, and met 
Together with impetuous rage and forse, 
That with the terrour of their fierce affi^ ^ 
They rudely drove to ground both man and horse, 
That each awhile lay like a sencelesse corse. 
But Paridell sore brused with the blow 
Could not arise, the counterchaunge to scorse ; 
TiSi that young Squyre him reared fiom below ; 

Then drew he his bright sword, and gan about him throw. 
XVII. 
But Satyrane forth stepping did them stay. 
And with fiure treaty pacifide their yre : 
Then, when they were accorded^ lh>m the firay, 
Against that Castles Lord they gan conspire, 
To heape on him dew vengeaunce for his hire. 
They beene agreed, and to the gates they goe 
To bum the same with unquenchable fire. 
And that uncurteous Carie, their commune foe. 

To doe fowle death to die, or wrap in grievous woe. 

^ 4ffret, encounter. * Accorded, made to agree. 

XVI. 7. — T%e anmterckaunge to scorseJ] To make a fair exchange ; 
i. e. of blowi on foot 

XVII. 7. — With unquenchable fireJ] Todd asks how they conld pro- 
cure fire on so stormy a night , a qnestion reminding one much more 
of an adyocate arguing against a statement in a deposition than of a 
true critic. 

XVU,9.-'TodoefonUdetiAtodie,J To make or cause to die a 
foul death. 

VOL. u. 30 
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XVIII. 

Malbecco seemg them resolvd in deed 

To flame the gates, and hearing them to call 

For fire in earnest, ran with fearfuU speed, 

And, to them calling from the castle wall. 

Besought them humbly him to beare withall, 

As ignorant of servants bad abuse 

And slacke attendaunce unto straungers call. 

The Knights were willing all things to excuse. 

Though nought belev'd, and entraunce late did not refiise. 

XIX. 
They beene ybrought into a comely bowre,^ 
And servd of all things that mote neediiill bee ; 
Yet secredy tlieir hoste did on them lowre. 
And welcomde more for feare then * charitee ; 
But they dissembled what they did not see, 
And welcomed themselves. Each gan undight 
Their garments wett, and weary armour free. 
To dry themselves by Vulcanes flaming light, 

And eke their lately bruzed parts to bring in plight.^ 

XX. 
And eke that straunger Knight emongst the rest 
Was for like need enforst to disaray : 
Tho,^ whenas vailed * was her lofty crest,* 
Her golden locks, that were in tramells gay 

' Bawrey chamber. * 7V», then. 

• Then, than. » Vailed, laid down. 

' Bring in pUght, restore, heal. • Ctest^ helmet 



XIX. 6. — But they dissembled, &c.] They took no notice of Mal- 
becco*8 want of hospitality, bnt welcomed themselves. ** What they 
did not see " was Malbecco's hospitality , which was not tendered. 

XX. 4. — in tramells gay 

Upbounden.] Braided and twined round the head. 
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Upbounden, did themselves adowne display 
And raught ^ uoto her heeles ;^like sunny beames, 
That in a cloud their light did long time stay, 
Their vapour vaded,^ shewe their golden gleames, 

And through the persant aire shoote forth their azure strearaes. 

XXI. 
Shee also dofte ^ her heavy haberieon,^ 
Which the faire feature of her limbes did hyde ; 
And her well-plighted * iixx^k, which she did won • 
To tucke about her short when she did ryde, 
Shee low let fall, that flowd firom her lanck^ syde 
Downe to her foot with carelesse modestee. 
Then of them all she plainly was espyde 
To be a woman-wight, unwist to bee, 

The fairest woman-wight that ever eie did see. 
XXII. 
Like as Bellona (being late retumd 
From slaughter of the giaunts conquered ; 
Where proud Encelade, whose wide nosethrils bumd 
With breathed flames like to a iiimace redd. 
Transfixed with her speare downe tombled dedd 
From top of Hemus by him heaped bye ;) 
Hath loosd her helmet from her lofty hedd. 
And her Gorgonian shield gins to untye 

From her lefte arme, to rest in glorious victorye. 

> Raught, reached. * Faded, eyaded, dispersed. ' Dofte, took off. 

* Haberieon, coat of mail. ^ WeU-plighled, well-folded. 

* Did toon, was wont. ^ Lanek, slender. 



/ 



XX. 9. — Through the persant aire.] Piercing through the air. 

XXI. 8. — Unvfist to bee.] Unknown to be so ; that is, till then. 

XXII. 3. — Proud EneeladeJ] Encelados was a giant, killed, how- 
eyer, by Jupiter, and buried under Mount iEtna. 

XXII. 8. — Her Qorgoman shield.'] Bellona is often confounded 
with Minerva, as in the present stanza. 
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XXIII. 

Which whenas they beheld, they sautten wero 
With great amazement of so woadious sight » 
And each on other, and they all on her, 
Stood gazbg ; as if suddein great affiright 
Had them surprizd : At' last a vising^ right 
Her goodly personage and glorious hew, 
Which they so much mistooke, they tooke delight 
In their first error, and yett still anew 

With wonder of her beauty fed their hongry vew : 
XXIV. 
Yet n'ote * their hcuigTy vew be satisfide, 
But, seeing, still the more desir'd to see, 
And ever firmely fixed did abide 
In contemplaUon of divinitee : 
But most they mervaild at he r chevalree 
And lynhlft pm wftytft which they had approved. 
That much they faynd ^ to know who she mote bee ; 
Yet none of all them her thereof amov'd ; 

Yet every one her likte, and every one her lov'd. 
XXV. 
And Paridell, though partly discontent 
With his late fall and ibwle indignity. 
Yet was soone wonne his malice to relent. 
Through gratious regard of her laire eye. 
And knightly worth which he too late did try. 
Yet tried did adore. Supper was dight* ; 
Then they Malbecco prayd of courtesy, 

' Mismg^ discerning. ' Fo^yndy denied. 

' JfoUf coold not. 4 Diigkti prepared. 

XXrV. 8.~fl«r ikerwf amtm'd.^ Prevailed upon her to teU who 
•he WIS. 
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That of his Lady they might have the sight 
And company at meat, to doe them more delight. 
XXVI. 
But he, to shifte ^ their curious request, 
Gan causen ^ why she could not come in place ; 
Her erased ^ helth, her late recourse to rest^ 
And humid evening ill for sicke folkes cace : 
But none of those excuses could take place* ; 
N^ ^^ould they eate, till she in presence came : 
Shee came in presence with right comely grace, 
And feirely them saluted, as became. 
And shewd herselfe in all a gentle courteous Dame. 
XXVII. 
They sate to meat ; and Satyrane his chaunce 
Was her before, and Paridell beside ; 
But he hiroselfe sate looking still askaunce 
Gainst Britomart, and ever closely eide 
Sir Satyrane, that glaunces might not glide : 
But his blinde eie, that sided ^ Paridell, 
All his demeasnure ^ from his sight did hide : 
On her faire face so did he feede his fill, 
And sent close "'^ messages of love to her at will : 
XXVIII. 
And ever and anone, when none was ware,® 
With speaking lookes, that close embassage* bore, 
He rov'd ^® at her, and told his secret care ; 

> ShiJUf c<tade. * Demeasmtref demeanor, conduct 

' Causertj assign reasons. ^ Closer secret 

* Crasedy unpaired. • Ware, observing. 

* Take place, have effect. ' Close embassage, secret Cleaning. 

* Sided^ was on the side towards. '^ Rtm'd, shot 



XXVII. 3. — He himseife,] Malbecco. 

30* 
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Fat an that art he learned had of yore : 
Ne was she igiumumt of that leud lore, 
But m his eye his meaning wisely redd, 
And with the like him aunswerd evermcve : 
Shee sent at him one fyrie dart, whose hedd 

Empoisned was with privy lust and gealous dredd. 
XXIX. 
He from that deadly throw made no defence, 
But to the wound his weake heart opened wyde : 
The wicked engine through false influence 
Past through his eies, and secretly did glyde 
Into his heart, which it did sorely gryde.^ 
But nothing new to him was that same paine, 
Ne paine at aU ; for he so ofte had tryde 
The powre thereof, and lov'd so oft m vaine. 

That thing of course he counted, love to entertaine. 

Thencefinth to her he sought to intimate 
His inward griefe, by meanes to him well knowne : 
Now Bacchus fruit out of the silver plate 
He on the table dasht, as overthrowne, 
Or of the fruitfuU liquor overflowne ; 
And by the dauncing bubbles did divine. 
Or therein write to lett his love be showne ; 
Which well she redd out of the learned line : 
—A sacrament prophane in mistery of wine. 

XXXI. 
And, whenso of his hand the pledge she rau^t,* 
The guDty cup she fained to mistake. 
And in her lap did shed her idle draught, 
Shewmg desire her inward flame to slake. 

> Qryde, pieice. ' Eaugkt^ reaehed. 
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By such close signes they secret way did make 
Unto their wils, and one eies watch escape : 
Two eies him needeth, for to watch and wake. 
Who lovers will dec^ve. Thus was the ape\ 

By thdr fiure handling, put into Malbeccoes cape\ 
XXXII. 
Now, when of meats and drinks they had their fill, 
Purpose was moved by that gentle Dame 
Unto those Knights adventurous, to tell 
Of deed^ of armes which unto them became,* 
And every one his Kindred and his Name. 
Then Paridell, in whom a kindly ^ pride 
Of gratious speach and skill his words to firame 
Abounded, being glad of so fitte tide^ 

Him to commend to her, thus spake, of al well eide : 
XXXIII. 
"Troy, that art now nought but an idle name, 
And in thine ashes buried low dost lie. 
Though whilome ^ far much greater then ^ thy fame, 
Before that angry Gods and cruell skie 
Upon thee heapt a direfuU destinie ; 
What boots it boast thy glorious descent, 

' Became, happened. * Whilome, formerly. 

* Kindly, natural. > Then, than. 

' Tide, opportunity. 



XXXI. 8. — Tku8 was the ape, &c.] Cape is cap. To put the ape 
into one's cap, is, according to Upton, a proverbial expression for ni»- 
king a fool of him. Thus Chaucer has — 

" The monke put in the mannes hode [hood] an ape 
And in his wife's eke." 

Prioresses Prologue. 

XXXII. 9. — Of oJ weU eide,] Attentively observed by all. 
XXXII1.6.— IF%at hoots it boasts Slc] < What use is it to boost of 
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And fetch from heyen thy great genealogte^ 
Sith ^ all thy w(»thie prayses bring blent 

Their oftpnng hath embaste, and later ^gtj shcot ! 
XXXIV. 
** Most fianous Worthy of the world, by whome 
That warre was kindled which did Troy inflame. 
And stately towres of llicMi whil6me^ 
Brought unto balefuU mine, was by name 
Sir Paris far renowmd through noble iame ; 
Who, through great prowesse and bold hardinesse, 
From Lacedaemon fetcht the fayrest Dame 
That ever Greece did boast, or Knight possesses 

Whom Venus to him gave for meed of worthinesse ; 
XXXV. 
^' Fayre Helene, flowre of beautie excellent, 
And girlond of the mighty conquerours. 
That madest many ladies deare^ lament 
The heavie losse of their brave paramours, 
Which they far off beheld from Trojan touies. 
And saw the fieldes of faire Scamander strownd 
With carcases of noble warrioures. 
Whose fruitlesse lives were under 6mow sowne. 

And Xanthus sandy bankes with blood all oveiflowne ! 

» SWky •ince. « WhOdme, fonnerly. ' Deare, dearly. 



thj ^nmm dttcent, and fetch thj great genealogy from bearen, Since, 
all thy ibrmerly deserved glories being blemiahed or apoiled, tfat 
descendants of those former great men (that is, the present generation) 
have become base, and thy glory has been tarnished in later times?' 

XXXV. 8. — Wtose fruitlesse livesy Ac] These warriors lost their 
lives to no purpose, and therefore are compared to seeds which aie 
thrown into the furrow, but do not come up and bear fruit 

XXXV . 9. -^ Xjaukus.'] Scamander and Xanthus are di^rent i 
of tiM saine river. 
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XXXVl. 

" From him my linage I derive aright, 

Who long before the ten yeares siege of TfQY$ 

Whiles yet on Ida he a shepebeard higbt,^ 

On faire Oenone go: a lovely boy, 

Whom, for remembrance of b^ passed ioy, 

She, of his father, Parius did name ; 

Who, after Greekes did Priams realme destroy, 

Gadired the Trojan reliques sav'd from flame. 

And, with them say ling thence, to tb' isle of Paros came* 
xxxvn. 
'^ That was by bim cald Paros, which before 
Hight ^ Nausa ; there be many yeares did raine, 
And built Nausicle by the Pontick shore ; 
The which he dying lefte next in remaine 
To Pandas his sonne, 
From whom I Paridell by kin descend ; 
But, for fsure ladies love and glories gaine. 
My native soile have lefte, my dayes to spend 

In seewing' deeds of aimes, my lives and labors ^d." 
^A, xxxviii. 
Whenas the noble Britomart heard tell 
Of Trojan warres and Priams citie sackt, 
(The ruefiill story of Sir Paridell,) 
She was empassiond ^ at that piteous act,^ 
With zek)us envy ^ of Greekes cruell fact ® 
Against that Nation, from whose race of old 

' Bight, was called. * Seewtng, punaing. ' Empassicnd, moved. 
^ Acty narrative. * Enny^ indignation. * Fael^ deed. 



XXX VI. 4. — Onfaif Otnunuy &c.] Paris had a son by Oenone, 
a nymph of Mount Ida, before ha went to Sparta. The rost of this 
narrative is the poet's own invention. 

XXXVII. 4. — Next in rtmaiiu.'] Next in remainder. 
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V 



She heard that she was liueaUy extract: 

For noble Britons sprong finom Trojans bold, \ -^ 

And Troynovant was built of old Troyes ashes odd. 
XXXIX. 
Then, sighing soft awhile, at last she thus : 
<^ O lamentable fall of famous towne, 
Which raignd so many yeares victorious. 
And of all Asie bore the soveraine crowne, 
In one sad night consumd and throwen downe ! 
What stony hart, that heares thy haplesse &te, 
Is not empierst with deepe compassiowne, 
( And makes ensample of mans wretched state. 

That floures so firesh at mome, and fades at evaung latel 
XL. 
'' Behold, Sir, how your pitifiill oMnplaint 
Hath fownd another partner of your payne : 
For nothing may impresse so deare constramt 
As countries cause, and conomune foes disdayne. 
But, if it should not grieve you backe agayne 
To tume your course, I would to heare desjrre 
What to Aeneas fell ' ; sith ^ that men sayne ' 
He was not m the cities wofiill f3nre 

Consum'd, but did himselfe to safety retjrre," 
XLI. 
" Anchyses sonne begott of Venus fayre," 
Said he, ^' out of the flames for safegard fled. 
And with a remnant did to sea repayre ; 

1 JPbU, befeU. * SiSk, linoe. * &iyiu, ttj. 



XXXVIII. 9. — TVoynoMjif .] Thii u London. 

XXXIX. 8.— j^iui maiua eiuampU of J] And doet [not] connder H 
■1 emblematic of. 
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Where he, through fatall ^ errour * long was led 
Full many yeares, and weedesse ^ wandered 
From shore to shore emongst the Lybick sandes, 
Ere rest he fownd : Much there he suffered, 
And many perilles past m forreine landes, 
To save his people sad fiom victours v^igefiill handes: 

XUI. 
'^ At last in Latium he did arryye, 
Where he with cruell warre was entertaind* 
Of th' inland folke which sought him backe to drive, 
Till he with old Latinus was constraind 
To contract wedlock, so the fates ordaind ; 
Wedlocke contract m blood, and eke in blood 
AccomplL'-hed ; that many deare complaind : 
The rivall slame, the victour (through the flood 
Escaped hardly) hardly praisd his wedlock good. 

XLIII. 
" Yet, after all, he victoqr did survive. 
And with Latmus did the kingdom part ^ : 
But after, when both nations gan to strive 
Into their names the title to convart. 
His Sonne liUus did from thence depart 
With all the warlike youth of Troians bloud, 
And m Long Alba plast his throne apart ; 
Where faire it florished and long time stoud, 
' Till Romulus, renewing it, to Rome removd." 

^ Fatallf destined by fate. ' Errovty wandering. 

' Weedessef unknowing. ^ EnUrtaindf received. * Forty divide. 



XLII. 3. ~ Of th: inland folke.'] These were the Ratulians, under 
the command of Tumus. 

XLII. 4. — With old Latinus,] He married Layinia, the daughter of 
Latinus. 
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xuv. 
^ There ; there," said Britomait, ^* afresh appefurd 
The gloiy of the kter world to spring, 
And Troy againe out of her dust was reard 
To sitt m second seat of soveraine king 
Of all the world, under her governing. 
But a third kingdom yet is to arise 
Out of the Troians scattered oispring. 
That, in all glory and great enterprise, 
( Both first and second Troy shall dare to equalise. 

^ XLV. 

^' It TsmmmM is hight,^ that with the waves 

Of Wealthy TbamisWashed is along, 

Upon whose stubbome neck (whereat he raves 

With roring rage, and sore himselfe does throug, 

That all men feare to tempt his hillowes strong,) 

She fastned hadi her foot ; which stands so hy, 

That it a wonder of the world is song 

In forreine landes ; and all, which passen by. 

Beholding it fixxn hire doe think it threates the sky^ 
XL VI. 
'^ The Troian Brute did first that citie ibwnd, 
And Hygate made the meare^ thereof by West, 
And Overt-gate by North : that b the bownd 
Toward the land ; two rivers bownd the rest 
So huge a scope ^ at first him seemed best, 
To be the compasse ^ of his kingdomes seat : 
So huge a mind could not in lesser rest, 
Ne in small meares ^ containe his glory great. 

That Albion had conquered fii*st by warlike feat" 

' Hight^ is called. ' Scope, dimeniion. 

' Meare, boundary. ^ Compasse, circumference, extent 
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xLvn. 
« Ah ! fairest Lady-Ifnight," said Paridell, 
^^ Pardon I pray my heedlesse oversight. 
Who bad (argoi that whylome ^ I beard tell 
From aged Mnemon ; for my wits beene light 
Indeed he said, if I remember right, 
That of the antique Trojan stocke there grew 
Another plaqt, that raught^ to wondrous bight. 
And far abroad his mighty braunches threw 

Into the utmost angle ^ of the world be knew. 
XLVIII. 
^' For that same Brute, whom much he did advaunee 
In all his speach, was Sylvius his sonne, 
Whom having slain through luckles airowes glaunce. 
He fled for feare of that he had misdonne,^ 
Or els for shame, so fowle reproch to shonne, 
And with him ledd to sea an youthly tra3me ; 
Where wearie wandring they long time did wonne,^ 
And many fortunes prov'd in th^ ocean mayne. 

And great adventures found, that now were long to aa]me.^ 
XLIX. 
" At last by fetall ' course they driven were 
Into an Island spatious and brode. 
The furthest North that did to them appeare i 
Which, after rest, they, seeking farre abrode. 
Found it the fittest soyle for their abode, 

* WltyUmUf formerly. * Fr<wm«, continue. 
' Raughty reached. * SatjtUj say, tell. 

' Angle, corner. "^ FataU, destined. 

* MisdataUy done wrongly. 



XLVII. A. ^ Aged Mwmon,^ This word is derived from the Greek, 
and means one who calls to mind or refreshes the recollection. 
XLVIII. 2. — Sylvius Aw.] Sylvius's. 
VOL. II. 31 
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U 



FniitfuU of all thinges fitt for living fbode. 
But wboly waste and void of peoples trode,^ 
Save an huge nation of the geaunts broode 

That fed on living flesh, and dionck mens vitall Uood. 
L. 
'^ Whom he, through wearie wars and labours kmgy 
Subdewd with losse of many Britc»is bold : 
In which the great Goemagot of strong 
Corineus, and Coulin of Debon dd. 
Were overthrowne and laide on th' earth fiill cdld. 
Which quaked under their so hideous masse: 
\ A famous hbtory to bee enrold 
' In everlasting moniroents of brasse. 

That all the imtique Worthies merits fiur did passe. 
LI. 
^^ His worke great Troynovant, his woike b eke 
Faire lincolne, both renowmed far away ; 
That who from East to West will endlong' seeke, 
Cannot two fairer cities find this day, 
Except Cleppolis ; so heard I say 
Old Mnemon : Therefore, Sir, I greet you well 
Your countrey kin ; and you entyrely pray 
Of pardon for the strife, which late befell 

Betwixt us both unknowne." So ended Paridell. 

But all the while, that he these speeches spent 
Upon his lips hong faire Dame Hellenore 
With vigilant regard and dew attent,' 
Fashioning worides of fancies evermore 
In her fraile witt, that now her quite forlore ^ : 

^ TVoiId, tretding, or footstept. > Attad^ attention. 

* EndUmgf in a line, continooualj. * Forlore, utterly deterted. 
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The whiles unwares away h^ wondring eye 
And greedy eares her weake hart from h^ bore: 
Which he perceiving, ever privily, 

In speaking, many false belgardes ^ at h^ let fly. 

LIII. 
So long these Knightes discoursed diversly 
Of straunge affiures, and noble hardiment,^ 
Which they had past with mickle^ ieopardy, 
That now the humid night was farforth spent. 
And hevenly lampes were halfendeale ^ ybrent ^ : 
Which th' old man seeing wel, who too long thought 
Every discourse, and every argument, 
Which by the houres he measured, besought 

Them go to rest So all unto their bowres^ were brou^t 

' Belgardes, (hdUe regardes, Ft.,) beautiful looki. 

' HardimeiUj courage. ' MickUy much. * HaJfendeaUy half. 

* Yhrenl, burned. * Baxoree, chamben. 
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CANTO X. 



Paridell rapeth Hellenore ; 

Malbecco her pouisewes ; 
Fynds emongst Sat3rre8, whence with him 

To tunie * she doth refuse. 



I. 
The morrow next, so soone as Phoebus limp 
Bewrayed had the world with eariy light, 
And iBi^esh Aurc»<a had the ^ady damp 
Out of the goodly heven amoved quight, 
Faire Britomart and that same Faery Knight 
Uprose, forth on their ioumey for to wend** 
But Paridell complaynd, that his late fight 
With Britomart so sore did him offend, 
That ryde he could not till his hurts he did amend. 
II. 
So foorth they fkr'd ; but he behind them stayd, 
Maulgre ^ his host, who grudged grivously 
To house a guest that would be needes obayd, 
^ And of his owne him lefte not liberty : 
'•Might wanting measure moveth surquedry. 
Two things he feared, but the third was death ; 

> Tume, retoriL ' Wend, go. ' Maulgre, in spite of. 

n. 6. — Might wanting measure, &c.] Power without measoie or 
limits — unboimded power — produces insolence. 

II. 6. — Two things he feared, &c.] The meaning of the passage 
appears to he this : He feared to let him remain for two reasons — on 
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That fiers Youngmans unnily maystery ; 
His Money, which he lov'd as liying breath ; 
. And his fiure Wife, whom honest long he kept onedth.^ 
III. 
But patience perforce ; he must abie* 
What fortune and his fiite on him will lay : 

^Fond 3 is the feare that findes no remedie. 
Yet warily he watcheth every Way, 
By which he feareth evill happen may ; 
So th' evill thinkes by watching to prevent : 
Ne doth he suffer her, nor night nor day, 
Out of his sight herselfe once to absent : 

So doth be punish her, and eke himself torment. 

But Paridell kept better watch then * bee, 

A fit occasion for his tume to finde. 
I False Love ! why do men say thou canst not see, 
\ And in their foolish fancy feigne thee blinde, 

LThat with thy charmes tlie sharpest sight doest binde, 

And to thy will abuse ? Thou walkest fi«e, 

And seest every secret of the minde ; 

Thou seest all, yet none at all sees thee : 
All that is by the working of thy deitee. 
\ V. ^\ 

So perfect in that art was Paridell, 

That he Malbeccoes halfen eye ^ did wyle ; 

His halfen eye he wiled wondrous well, 

> Uheath, hardly. * ^biey abide. > Fond, foolish. 
* TkeUf than. * Halfen eye, one eye. 



account of his money and hii wife ; but he more feared to lefuM hi»> 
request, since the impetuous young man might haye slain him in his 
indignation. 

31* 
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And Hellenors both eyes did eke begiiyle, 
Both eyes and hart attonce, during the whyle 
That he there sokximed his woundes to heale ; 
That Cupid selfe, it seeing, close ^ did smyle 
To weet** how he her love away did steale, 
And bad that none th^ ioyous treaAp should reveale. 
VI. 
The learned ^ Lover lost no time nor tyde 
That least avantage mote to him affi>rd, 
Yet bore so faire a sayle, that none espyde 
His secret drift till he her layd abord. 
Whenso in open place and commune bord* 
He fortun'd her to meet, with commune speach 
He courted her ; yet bayted every word, 
That his ungende hoste n'ote ^ him appeach^ 
Of vile ungentlenesse or hospitages breach.^ 
VII. 
But when apart (if ever her apart 
He found) then his false en^s fast he plyde. 
And all the sleights ® unbosomd ^ in his hart : 
'. He sigh'd, he sobd, he swownd, he perdy *® dyde, 
I And cast himselfe on ground her fast besyde : 
Tl)o,^^ when againe he him betliought to live. 
He wept, and wayld, and false laments belyde,^ 
Saying, but if ^^ she mercie would him give, 
That he mote algates ^^ dye, yet did his death fcxgive. 

' Closej lecretly. • SleightSf devices. 

' Weetf learn. ' Unbosomd, displayed. 

« Learned, skilful. » Perdy, truly. 

* Bord, table. " T%o, then. 

* JVote, coold not. " Belyde, connterfeitcd. 

* ^ppeaeh, accuse. " But \f, unless. 

^ HospUage* hreaehf breach of ^ JlgaUs, at all events. 
hospitality. 
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VIII. 

And otherwhyles with amorous delights 
And pleasing toyes he would her entertabe ; 
Now singing sweedy to surprize her sprights. 
Now making layes of love and lovers paine, 
Bransles, ballads, virelayes, and verses vaine ; 
Oft purposes, oft riddles, he devysd, 
And thousands like which flowed in his brame, 
With which he fed her fancy, and entysd 

To take to his new love, and leave her old despysd. 
IX. 
And every where he might and everie while 
He did her service dewtifull, and sewd 
At hand with humble p ride and pl^jgingjguile ; 
So closely ^ yet, that none but she it vewd, 
Who well perceived all, and all indewd.^ 
Thus finely did he his false nets dispred, 
With wliich he many weake harts had subdewd 
Of yore, and many had ylike misled : 

What wonder then if she were likewise carried ? 
X. 
No fort so fensible,^ no wals so strcHig, 



/ 



1 dosdyy secretly. * Indetodf received. ' FensiUCf dcfennble. 



VIII. 5. — Bransles, baUads, virelayes, &c.] * Bronsles,' or brawlf y 
were a kind of dance. Thus Gray has — 

" My grave lord-keeper led the brawls." 

* Virelays ' were a species of song or short poem. * Porpoees/ in the 
next line, means the game of cross-purposes. A knowledge of riddles 
was one of the accomplishments of a lover in Spenser's time. The 
leader will recall the ludicrous distress with which Slender, in the 
Merry Wives of Windsor, asks his servant for his '< Book of Riddles," 
when he is about to be introduced to Anne Page. 
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B. III. 



But that coDtmuall battery will rive/ 
Or daily siege, through dispunrayaunce ^ long 
And llfccke of leskewes, will to pariey drive ; 
And peece,^ that unto pariey eare will give. 
Will shortly yield itselfe, and will be made 
The vassall of the victors will bylive ^ : 
That stratageme had oftentimes assayd * 

This crafty paramoure, and now it plaine cbsplayd : 
XI. 
For through his traines ^ he her intrapped hath. 
That she her love and hart hath wholy sold 
To him without regard of gaine, or scath,^ 
3r care of credite, or of husband old, 
^Vhom she hath vow'd to dub a fayre cucqu61d« 
Vought wants but time and place, which diortly shee 
Devized hath, and to her Lover told* 
It pleased well : So well they both agree ; 

Fr i innflin ryfir lit illj f" Ti'^mmi r^maftls hflft i 
XII. 
^aike'Was the evening, fit for lovers stealthV 
When chaunst Malbecco busie be elsewhere, 
She to his closet went, where all his wealth 
Lay hid ; thereof she countlesse summes did reare,® 
The which she meant away with her to beare ; 
^^*he rest she fyr'd, for sport or for despight ; 
As Hellene, when she saw aloft appeare 
The Troiane flames and reach to hevcns hight. 

Did clap her hands, and ioyed at that doleful sight ; 



* Rivef beat down. * Assayd, tried. 

• DispuTvayaunce^ want of provinons. • 7Va<n«#, arU. 
' Pucey castle. ' Seathy injury. 
^ Bylive^ immediately. " Aaore, take. 
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/ 

XIII. 

The secoDd HeUea^ iaj^re P^<^...^IdleiKM«, 
The whiles her husband ran with sory haste 
To quench the flames which she had tyn'd ^ before, 
Laught at his foolish labour spent in waste,^ 
And ran into her Lovers armes right fast ; 
Where streight embraced she to him did cry 
And call alowd for helpe, ere helpe were past ; 
OYox lo ! that Guest did beare her forcibly, 
^nd meant to ravish her, that rather had to dy ! 

The wretched man hearing her call fcnr ayd, 
And ready seeing him with her to fly, 
In hb disquiet mind was much dismayd : 
But when againe he backeward cast his eye, 
And saw the wicked fire so furiously 
Consume his hart, and sc<nrch his idoles face, 
He was therewith distressed diversely, 
Ne wist 3 he how to tume, nor to what place : 

Was never wretched man in such a wofull cace« 
XV. 
Ay when to him she cryde, to her he tumd. 
And leil the fire ; L9ve> Money Qf i w^a me : 
But, when he marked how his money bumd, 
He leil his wife ; Miwu^y did. Love dischme^ : 
Both was he loth to loose his loved dame. 
And loth to leave his liefest^ pelfe behinde ; 
Yet, sith ^ he noHe ^ save both, he sav'd that same 
Which was the dearest to his dounghill minde. 

The god of his desire, the ioy of misers blinde. 

> TfiCd^ kindled. * In wuU, in yain. > WUt, knew. 

* Disclame, expel. * Lirfestf dcoreit 

* Sithf fince. "* JWtc, could not 
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XVI. 

Thus whflest all thmgs in troublous uprore were, 
And all men busie to suppresse the flamey 
The loving couple neede no reskew feare, 
But leasure had and liberty to frame 
Their purpost flight, free fitwi all mens reclame^ 
^And Night, the patronesse of love-stealth fajrre. 
Gave them safe conduct till to end they came: ^ 
So beene they gone yfere,^ a wanton payre I 

Of lovers loosely knit, where list th^n to repayre.! 
xvu. 
Soone as the cruell flames yslaked ^ were, 
M albecco, seeing how his losse did lye, 
Out of the flames which he had quencht whylece,' 
Into huge waves of griefe and gealosye 
Full deepe emplonged was, and drowned nye 
Twixt mward doole^ and felonous despight^: 
He rav'd, he wept, he stampt, he lewd did cry ; 
^ And all the passbns, that in man may light, 

Did him attonce oppresse, and vex his caytive spdgfat 
xvin. 
Long thus he chawd ^e cud of mward gri^w 
And did consume his gall with anguish sore : 
Still when he mused on his late mischiefe, 
Then still the smart thereof increased more, 
And seemd more grievous then it was before : 
At last when sorrow he saw booted nou^t, 
Ne griefe might not his Love to him restore. 
He gan devise how her he reskew nxmght ; 

Ten thousand wayes he cast in his confiised thought 

> Yif«r«, together. ' Ydaked, qaencbed. > WkyUrt,heSate. 

^ DooU, grief. * Fiitmims despigkt, malignant paanon. 
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XIX. 

At last resolving) like a pilgrim pore, 
To search her forth whereso she might he fond, 
And bearing with him treasure in close store, 
The rest he leaves m ground : So takes in hond 
To seeke her endlong ^ both by sea and lond. 
Long he her sought, he sought her far and nere, 
And every where that he mote understond 
Of Knights and Ladies any meetings were ; 

And of each one he mett he tidings did mquere. 
XX. 
But all m vaine ; his woman was too wise 
Ever to come into his clouch ^ agame, 
And bee too simple ever to surprise 
The iolly Paridell, for all his paine. 
One day, as he forpassed ^ by the plaine 

/ With weary pace, he far away espide 
A couple, seeming well to be bis twaine, 
Which hoved * close under a forest side, 

As if they lay in wait, or eb themselves did hide. 
XXI. 
Well weened bee that those the same mote bee ; 
And, as he better did their shape avize,^ 
Him seemed more their maner did agree ; 
For th' one was armed all in warlike wize. 
Whom to be Paridell he did devize ; 
And th' other, al yclad in garments light 
Discolourd^ like to wpmanish disguise, 

^ EndUmgf in a continued conne. * Hovedy hovered. 

* Clouch^ datch. * ,Mxe, discern. 

* Forpassed f passed along. ^ Discolowrdy Tarionslj colored. 



XIX. 4. — Takss in hand,] Takes in hand, resolves. 
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He did resemble ^ to his Lady bright ; 
And ever his &int hart much eamed^ at the sigfali 
xxn. 

And ever faine he towards them would goe, 

But yet durst not for dread approchen nie. 

But stood aloofe, unweeting' what to doe; 

Till that prickt forth withJoyfis^xtremity^. 
YThat is the father of fowle gealosA \,' 

He closely nearer crept the truth to weet * : 

But, as he nigher drew, he easily 

Might sceme ^ that it was not his sweetest SM^eet, 
Ne yet her Belamour,® the partner of his sheet : 

But it was scomefuU^raggadochi^ 
That with his servant "Trompa^ hoi^erd there, 
Sith ^ late he fled from nis too Ernest foe : 
Whom such whenas M albecco spyed fclere,® 
He turned backe, and would have fled ar^e* ; 
Till Trompart, ronnmg hastely, him did stay 
And bad before his soveraine lord appere : 
That was him loth, yet durst he not gamesay, 
And comming him before low louted *^ on the by.^ 
XXIV. 
The Boaster at him stemdy bent his browe, 
As if hd could have kild him with his looke, ^^ 



> RetemUe, liken, compare. ^ SUkf sinoe. 

■ Eamedj yearned. * CUre, distinctly. 

' Unweetingf unknowing. * Arerey backward. 

« Weet, leam. ^ Lnsted, bent 

* Sunuy difcem. " Lay, ground* 

* Bdamntr, lover. 



XXIII. a. -^ 5Se4 tote kefimt.] Bee <mitto VIII. stanza XVm. 
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That to the ground him meekelj made to bdwQ, 

And awfiiil terror deepe into him strooke, 

That eveiy member of his body quooke. 

Said he, ^f Thou man of nought ! what doest thou bei? 

Unfitly iiimisht with thy bag and booke, 

Where I expeeted one with shield and spere 
To prove some deeds of armes upon an equall pere? " 

XXV. 

The wretched man at his imperious speach 

Was all abasht, and low prostrating said ; 

^^ Good Sir, let not my rudenes be no breach 

Unto your patience, ne be ill ypaid ^ ; 

For I unwares this way by fortune straid, 

A silly pilgrim driven to distresse, 

That seeke a Lady " — There he suddem staid. 

And did the rest with grievous sighes suppresse, 
While teares stood in his eies, few drops of bittemesse. 
XXVI. 

" What Lady ? " _ « Man," said Tiompart, " take good 
hart. 

And tell thy griefe, if any hidden lye : 

Was never better time to shew thy smart 

Then * now that noble succor is thee by. 

That is the whole worids commune remedy." 

That chearAil word his weak heart much did cbeare, 

And with vaine hope his spirits faint supply, 

' lU ypaidf ill apaid, dissatisfied. ' Then^ than. 



XXV. Z.-rlM not my rMdmtM^ &c.] The two negatives here 
strengthen the negation. <*Let not my rudeness provoke your pa- 
tience, nor be ill received or treated by you." Some editions have 
< a breach * instead of ^ no breach.* 

VOL. II. 32 
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That bold he sayd ; ''O most redoubted Peie, 
Vouchsafe with mild regaid a wretches cace to heare.'' 
XXVU. 

Then sighing sore, '^ It is not long/' saide hee, 

<^ Sith ^ I enioyd the gentlest Dame alive ; 

Of whom a Knight, (no Knight at all perdee,* 

But shame of all that doe for honor strive,) 

By treacherous deceipt did me deprive ; 

Through open outrage he her bore away, 

And with fowle force unto his will did drive ; 

Which al good Knights, that armes do bear thb day, 
Are bownd for to revenge and punish if they may. 
xxvni. 

'^ And you, most noble Lord, that can and dare 

Redresse the wrong of miserable wight. 

Cannot employ your most victorious speare 

In better quarrell then defence of right. 

And for a Lady gainst a fiuthlesse Knight : 

So shall your glory be advaunced much. 

And all faire Ladies magnify your might. 

And eke mjrselfe, albee I simple such. 
Your wOTthy pame shall wel reward with guerdon rich." 
XXIX. 
; With that out of his bouget^ forth he drew 
I Great store of treasure, therewith him to tempt ; 

But he on it lookt scomeiiiUy askew, 

Am ummU ^■dripfeg to be so misdempt,^ 

Or a war-nM)nger ^ to be basely nempt,^ 

> SUkf since. « Ji^tdempt, miicoiioeived. 

' Perdee, in truth. * War-monger , meroenuj loldier. 

' Bouget, budget. * JVan^ named. 



XXyin. 8. — ^(6ee / nrnpU mcA.] Though I am lo ample. 
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And sayd ; " Thy ofiers base I gready loth, 
And eke thy words uncourteous and unkempt ^ : 
I tread m dust thee and thy money both ; 

That, were it not for shame " — So turned bom him wioth. 

XXX. 
But Trompart,\hat his Maistres humor knews^ 
In lofty looks to nide an humble minde,*'^ 
Was inly tickled with that golden vew, 
And in his eare him rownded^ close behinde : 
Yet stoupt he not, but lay still in the wmde, 
Waiting advauntage on the pray to sease ; 
Till Tiompart, lowly to the grownd inclinde. 
Besought him his great corage ^ to appease. 

And pardon simple man that rash did him displease. 
XXXI. 
Big looking like a doughty doucepere. 
At last he thus ; " Thou clod of vilest clay, 
I pardon yield, and with thy rudenes beare ; 
But weete ^ henceforth, that all that golden pray. 
And all that els the vaine world vaunten may, 
I loath as doong, ne deeme my dew reward : 
Fame is my meed, and glory vertuous pay : 
But minds of mortall men are muchell mard ^ 

And mov'd amisse with massy mucks unmeet regard. 



/ 



Unkempt, mde. * Raumded, whispered. ^ Corage^ indignatioii. 
* fVeete, learn. * Muchell mard, much corrupted. 



XXX. 5.— yat stoupt he not, &c.] He (Braggadochio) did not 
stoop to seize his prey, but remained quiet in the air — an image de- 
rived from falconry. 

XXXI. 1. — Doucepere.] This is from the French les douze poirw^ 
the twelve peers of France, champions renowned in romantic fiction. 

XXXI. 9. — Massy mucks unmeet regard.] Undue esteem for great 
wealth. 
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XXXII. 
'^ And more ; I graunt to tby great misery 
Gratious respect ; thy wife shall backe be smt : 
And that vile Knight, whoever that be bee, 
Which haih thy Lady reft and knighthood shent,^ 
By S^^hm^rt my sword, whose deadly dent* 
The blood hath of so many thousands shedd, 
I sweare ere long shall dearely it repent ; 
Ne he twixt heven and earth shall hide his hedd, 

But soone he shall be fownd, and shortly doen be dedd.' " 
XXXIII. 
The foolish man thereat woxe wondious blitb, 
As if the word so spoken were halfe dcmne,^.-^ 
And humbly thanked him a thousand sith^ 
That had from death to life him newly wonne. 
Tho ^ forth the Boaster marching brave begonne 
His stolen steed to thunder fiiriously, 
As if he heaven and hell would over-ronne, 
And all the world confound with cruelty ; 

That much Malbecco ioyed in his iollity. 
XXXIV. 
Thus long they three together travelled, 
Through many a wood and many an uncouth way. 
To seeke his wife that was far wandered : 
But those two sought nought but the present pray, 

> SketU, diigrraced. * Dent, dint. ' Doai he dedd, pat to death. 
* Sithy tiioe: * Tko,ihen. 



XXXn. 5. <— By Sanglamart.'] Sanglamori means blood and death — 
a formidable name, in keeping with the boaster's character. ^ ^'■^ 
Mm iwfdi it will -ba xsmemheied. 

XXXIII. 6. — Hie stolen steed.] Braggadochio, it will be remem- 
btrad, had stoleo Sir Ouyon's steed. See book II. canto III. 
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To weete, the treasure which he did bewray, 
On which their eies and harts were wholly sett, 
With purpose how they might it best betray ; 
For, sith ^ the howre that first he did them lett 
The same bdiold, therwith their keene desires were wbett 
XXXV. 
It fortuned, as they together far'd. 
They spide where Paridell came pricking fast 
Upon the plaine, the which bimsdfe prepared 
To giust with that brave straunger Knight a cast, 
As on adventure by the way he past : 
A Alone he rode without his paragone^ ; 
/ For, having filcht her bells, her up he cast 
/ To the wide world, and lett her fly alone ; 

/^He nould ' be clogd : So had he served many one. 

' XXXVI. 

The gentle Lady, loose at randon lefte. 

The greene-wood long did walke, and wander wide 

At wilde adventure, like a forlome wefie^ ; 

Till on a day th^jgaty^ her espide 

Straying alone withouten groome or guide : 

Her up they tooke, and with them home her ledd. 

With them as housewife ever to abide. 

To milk their gotes, and make them cheese and bredd ; 

—And eveiy one as commune good her handeled : 

XXXVII. 
That shortly she Malbecco has forgott, 
And eke Sir Paridell all * were he deare ; 
Who from her went to seeke another lott, 
And now by fortune was arrived here, 

' Sithf since. * Paragoned companion. * Jfaiddf would n«t. 
* JVefte, waif, or thing cast adrift * AU, although. 

32* 
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Where those two guileEB ^ with Malbecco were. 
Soone as the old man saw Sir ParideU, 
He famtedy and was aknost dead with feare, 
Ne word he had to speake his griefe to tell, 

But to him touted* low, and greeted goodly wdl ; 
xxxvra. 
And, B&BTy asked him for HelleD(»:e : 
" I take no keepe ^ of her," sayd Paridell, 
" She wonneth ^ in the fbirest there before." 
^^ So forth he rode as his adventure fell ; 
The wliiles the Boaster from hb loftie sell ^ 
Faynd to alight, something amisse to mend ; 
But the fresh Swayne would not his leasure dwell,* 
But went his way ; whom when he passed kend,'' 

He up remounted light, and after faind to wend.® *kc 
XXXIX. 
" Perdy ® nay," said Malbecco, " shall ye not ; 
But let him passe as lightly as he came : 
For litle good of him is to be got. 
And mickle ^^ perill to bee put to shame. 
But let us goe to seeke my dearest Dame, 
Whom he hath left in yonder forest wyld : 
For of her safety in great doubt I ame, 

> OuiUrt, deceiyen. * IhodL, await. 

' Loutedf bent ^ Kend, perceived, nw. 

' Keepe, care, chargre. ^ Faind to wend, pretended to go. 

^ Wonneth, dwelleth. * Perdy, indeed. 

» 8eU, saddle. "> MiekU, much. 



XXXVni» Af — So forth he rode."] Paridell put his horse in motion 
to joust with Braggadochio, as was a custom with stranger knights 
who met ; he, however, pretending that something required adjusting, 
dismounted, and Paridell would not wait for him to remount 
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Least salvage beastes her person have despoyld: 
Then all the world is lost, and we in vaine have tqyldl '^ 
XL. 
They all agree, and forward them addrest: 
" Ah ! but," said crafty Trompart, "weete^ ye wdl, 
That yonder in that wasteful! wildemesse 
Huge monsters haunt, and many dangers dwell ; 
Dragons, and minotaures, and feendf^ of heU, 
And many wilde woodmen which robbe and rend 
All travellers ; therefore advise ye well. 
Before ye enterprise that way to wend * : 
One may his ioumey bring too soone to evill end." 
XLI. 
Malbecco stopt in great astonishment, 
And, with pale eyes &st fixed on the rest. 
Their counseU crav'd in daunger imminent 
Said Trompart ; " You, that are the most opprest 
With burdein of great treasure, I thinke best 
Here for to stay in saf etie behynd : 
My Lord and 1 will search the wide forest." 
That counsell pleased not Malbeccoes mynd j 
For he was much afraid himselfe alone to fyndj 
XLII. 
" Then is it best," said he, " that ye doe leave 
Your treasure here in some security, 
Either fast closed in some hollow greave,^ 
Or buried m the ground from ieopardy, 
* Till we retume againe in safety : 
%/ As for us two, least doubt of us ye have. 
Hence farre away we will blyndfolded ly. 



fVeeU^ know. * Wend, go. ' Greave, groove, or hiding-place. 
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Ne pnvj bes unto your Ueaaures gra?e." 
Itpkutd; fohtdidc Then they mtroh forward brave. 

Now when aimd the thiok^Twoodes they were, 
They heard a noyse of many bagpipes shrU], 
And shiiekbg hububs ^ them appioching nere. 
Which all the Ibrost did with honour fill: 
That dreadfiill sound the Bosters hart did thrill 
With such amazment, that in hast he fledd, 
Ne ever looked back tor good or ill ; 
And after him eke feareilill Trompart spedd : 

The old man could not fly, but fell to ground half dedd : 
XLIV. 
Yet afierwardes, close creeping as he might, 
He m a bush did hyde his fearefuU hedd. 
The ioUy Satyres full of fresh delight 
Came dauncing forth, and with them nimbly ledd 
Faire Helenore with girionds all bespredd,^ 
Whom their May-lady they had newly made : 

/ She, proude of that new honour which they redd,^ 
/ And of their lovely fellow^p fiill glade,* 
/ Daunst lively, and her face did with a lawrell shade. 

XLV. 
The silly* man that in the thickett lay 
Saw all this goodly spc^, and grieved soie ; 
Yet durst he not against it doe or say. 
But did his hart with bitt^ thoughts engore,^ 
To see th' unkindness of his HeUenore. 
All day they daunced with great lustyhedd, 

> Hububs, shouts, confused cries. * Glade, glad. 
' Bcspreddj adorned. * SUly, simple. 

* Bddd, declared, bestowed. ^ Engore, U^e)E«fee. 
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And with their homed feet the greene gna wore } 
The whiles their gotes up(m the bfouees ^ fedd, 
'-"Till diouping Phoebus gan to hydd his golden hedd 

XLVI. 
Tho* up they gan their mery pypcs to trusse,* 
And all their goodly heatdes did gather rownd ; 
But every Satyre first did give a busse * 
To HeUenore ; so busses did abound. 
Now gan the hunud vapour shed the grownd 
With perly deaw, and th' Earthes gloomy shadd 
Did dim the brightnesse of the welkin ^ rownd, 
That every bird and beast awamed made 

To shrowd themselves, while sleep their sences did ilivade. 
•/ XLVU. ' 
Which when M albecco «iw, out of the bush 
Upon his handes and feete he crept iiiU light> 

*^fcad like sL gote emongst the gotes did rush ; 
That, through the helpe of his faire homes on hight, 
And misty dampe of misconcey ving night, 
And eke through likenesse of his gotish beard, 
He did the better counterfeite aright : 
So home he marcht emongst the homed heard, 

That none of dl the Satyres him espyde or heard. 
XLVIII. 
At night, when all they went to sleepe, he vewd, 
Whereas his lovely wife emongst them lay, 

' Brouzet, twigs. * TTio, then. ' Trusse, pack up, or lay aside. 
^ Bttf»e, kiss. ^ Wdkifiy sky. 



XLVII. 4.^ His faire homes.] Church would read "their fti» 
homes"— 'the horns of the goats — from a wish to rescue the poet 
from the imputation of indulging in so poor a conceit as the giving a 
pair of actual horns to Malhecco. 
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Embraced of a Satyre rough and rude. 
Who all the night did nund his ioyous plaj : 
I Nme times he heard him come aloft ere day, 
* That all his hart with gealosy did sweU ; 
But yet that nights ensample did bewray 
That not for nought his wife them lovd so well, 
"When one so oft a night did ring l^.i^^tig^ij^. 
XUX. 
So closely as he could he to them crept, 
When wearie ot their sport to sleepe they fell, 
And to his wife, that now foil soundly slept, 
He whbpered m her eare, and did her tell, 
That it was he which by her side did dwell ; 
And therefore prayd her wake to heare him plaine. 
^* As one out of a dreame not waked well 

She tumd her, and returned backe agame : 
Yet her for to awake he did the more constraine. 
L. 
At last with irkesom trouble she abrayd ^ ; 
And then perceivmg, that it was indeed 
Her old M albecco, which did her upbrayd 
With loosenesse of her love and loathly deed, 
She was astonisht with exceeding dreed. 
And would have wakt the Satjrre by her syde ; 
But he her prayd for mercy or for meed. 
To save his life, ne let him be descryde. 
But hearken to his lore,^ and all his counsell hyde. 
LI. 
Tho ' gan he her perswade to leave that lewd 
And loathsom life, of God and man abhord, 
And home retume, where all should be renewd 

> Akrw/dy awoke. * Lore^ advice. ' Tho, then. 
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With perfect peace and bandes of fresh accord, 
And she receivd againe to bed and bord, 
As if no trespas ever had beene dcNone : 
But she it all reiiised at one word, 
And by no meanes would to his will be wonne, 

But chose emongst the idly Satyres still to wonne.^ 
Vlii. 
He wooed* her till day-spring he espyde ; 
But all in vame : and then tumd ^ to the heard, 
Who butted him with homes on every syde, 
And trode downe in the durt, where his hare beard 
Was fowly dight,^ and he of death afeard. 
Early, before the heavens fairest light 
Out of the ruddy East was folly reard, 
The heardes out of their foldes were loosed quight, 

And he emongst the rest crept forth m sory plight 
LIII. 
So soone as he the prison-dore did pas, 
He ran as fost as both his feet could beare, 
And never looked who behind him was, 
Ne scarsely who before : like as a beare, 
That creepmg close amongst the hives to reare ^ 
An hony-combe, the wakefoU dogs espy, 
And him assayling sore his carkas teare. 
That hardly he with life away does fly, 

Ne stayes, till safe himselfe he see from ieopardy. 
LIV. 
Ne stayd he, till he came unto the place 
Where late his treasure he entombed had ; 

^* Where when he found it not, (for Trompart bace 

^ WomUf dwell. ' Wooed, entreated. ' TWiui, retazned. 
« Fowly dightf foully soiled. ^ Reare, take. 
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Hid it purloyned ibr bb Maister bad,) 
With extreme fury he became quite mad. 
And ran awajr ; ran with himselfe away : 
Thai who so ^moingely had htm seene bestadd/ 
With upstart haire and staring eyes dismay, 
From limbo lake him late escaped sure would say. 
LV. 
High over hSles and over dales he fledd, 
As if the wbd him on his winges had borne ; 
Ne banck nor bush could stay him, when he spedd 
\ His nimble feet, as treading still on thome : 
jGnefe, and Despight, and Gealosy, and Scome, 
JDid all the way him follow hard behynd ; 
And he himselfe himselfe loath'd so ibrlcnrne, 
So shamefully forlome of womankynd : 
That, a^jMi^ke, still luriced m his wounded mynd* 
LVI. 
Still fled he forward, looking backward still ; 
Ne stayd his flight nor fearefiill agony 
Till that he came unto a rocky hill 
Over the sea suspended dreadfully. 
That living creature it would terrify 
/ To looke adowne, or upward to the bight : 
/ From thence he threw himselfe dispiteously, 
j All desperate of his fore-damned spright, 
^ That seemd no help fi)r him was left in living sight 

LVII. 
But, through long anguish and selfe-murd'ring thougBlw 
He was so wasted and forpined^ quight, 

> Bestaddf sitiiated. * Forpinedy pined awaj. 



LtV. 8. — Dismay.'] Put for dismayed for the rhyme's nkd. 
LV.9.— 7^fl£.] That thought. 
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I That all bis substance was consum'd to nought, 
And nothing left but like an aery spright ; 
t^ That on the rockes he fell so flit ^ and light, 
\ That be thereby received no hurt at all ; 
But chaunced on a craggy cliff to light ; 

Whence he with ^rook^ixla^es so long did crall, 
That at the last he found a caye with entrance small : 
( LVIIl. 
Into the same he creepes, and thenceforth there 
Resolv'd to build his balefiill mansion 
\ In drery darkenes and contmuall feare 
Of that rocks fall, which ever and anon 
Threates with huge mine him to fall upon, 
That he dare never sleepe, but that one eye 
StiU ope he keepes for that occasion ; 
Ne ever rests he in tranquillity, 
The roring billowes beat bis bowre* so boystrously. 

Ne ever is he wont on ought to feed 
But todes and frogs, his pasture ^ poysonous, 
Which in his cold complexion doe breed 
A filthy blood, or humour rancorous, 
Matter of doubt and dread suspitious, 
That doth with curelesse care consume the hart, 
Corrupts the stomacke with gaU vitious. 
Cross-cuts * the liver with intemaU smart. 
And doth transfixe the soule with deathes etemall dart. 
LX. 
Yet can he never dye, but dying lives. 
And doth himselfe with sonbw new sustaine, 

1 FiU^ unsubetantial. * Bowre, residence. 

' Pasture^ food. * Cross^uU^ pierces, or cuts through. 

VOL. II. 33 
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^^''That death and life attonce unto him ^ves, 
And paincfiiiLplsasuie tuines to jdfSisng^paine. 
There dweb he ever, miserable swame, 
Hatefull both to himselfe and every wight ; 
Where he, through privy griefe and honour vaine, 
Is woxen so deform'd that he has quight 
Forgot he was a man, and GSosfi^hiijiiL} 
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CANTO XI. 

Britomart chaceth Ollyphant ; 

Findes Scudamour distrest: 
Assayes the House of Busyrane 

Where Loves spoyles are ezprest 



fa. 



O HATEFULL hcllish Snake ! what Furie fiirst 
Brought thee fiom balefull house of Proserpine, 
Where in her bosome shee thee long had nurst. 
And fostred up with bitterjiulltfi.fif,lina^ ; 

.a^Fowle Gealosy ! that tumest love divine 
To ioylesse dread, and mak'st the loving hart 
With hatefiill thoughts to languish and to pine, 
And feed itselfe with selfe-consuming smart, 

Of all the passions in the mind thou vilest art ! 
II. 
O let him far be banished away. 
And in his stead let Love for ever dwell ! 
Sweete Love, that doth his golden wings embay ^ 
In blessed nectar and pure Pleasures well, v 
Untroubled of vile feare or bitter fell.^ 
And ye, faire Ladies, that your kingdoroes make 
In th* harts of men, them goveme wisely well, 
And of faire Britomart ensample take. 

That w as a s trew in. love a? tordeta her ipjake.^ 

> Tiiu, woe. ' Fell, gall. 

' Embay, bathe. * Make, mate. 
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III. 

Who with Sir Satyrane, as earst ' ye red, 
Forth ryding fiom Malbeccoes hostlesse ^ hous, 
Far off aspyde a young man, the which fled 
From an huge Geaunt, that with hideous 
And hatefull outrage long him chaced thus ; 
It was that QHpfbant, the brother deare 
Of that Argante vile and vitious, 

' From wh(Mn the Squjrre of Dames was reft whyleie»; 

This all as bad as she, and worse, if worse ought wane. 

IV. 
For as the sister did in feminine 
And fllthy lust exceede all womankinde ; 
So he surpassed his sex masculine. 
In beasdy use,^ all that I ever finde : 
Whom when as Britomart beheld behinde 
The fearefiill Boy so greedily poursew, 
She was emmoved in her noble minde 
T' employ her puissaunce to his reskew, 

And pricked fiercely fixward where she him did vew. 

V. 
Ne was Sir Sat3nrane her &r behinde. 
But with like fiercenesse did ensew * the chace : 
Whom when the Gyaunt saw, he soone resindo* 
His former suit, and firom them fled apace : 
They after both, and boldly bad him bace, 

1 Earsty before. « Use, habits. 

' HosUesse, inhospitable. * Enstuff follow. 

' WkyUre, lately. < RestntUf resigned, abandoned. 



in. 1. — ^ eartt ye redJ] See canto X. stanza I. 

III. 8. — Was reft whylere.] See canto VII. stanxa XXXVII. 

V. 5. — Bad kirn baeeJ] Chorch says that this is an ezpremon 
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And each did strive the other to outgoe ; 

But he them both outran a wondrous space. 

For he was long, and swift as any roe, 
And now made better speed t* escape his feared foe. 
VI. 

It was not Satyrane, whom he did feare7 

But Britomart the fiowre of chastity ; / 
•i^For he the powre of chaste hands might not beaie, 

But alwayes did their dread encounter fly : 

And now so £ist his feet he did apply, 

That he has gotten to a f(^rest neare, 

Where he is shrowded m security. 

The wood they enler, and search everie where ; 
They searched diversely ; so both divided were. 

VII. 

Fayre Britomart so long him followed. 
That she at last came to a fountaine sheare,^ 
By which there lay a Knight all wallowed^ 
Upon the grassy ground, and by him neare 
His haberieon,^ his helmet, and his speare : 
A little oflf*, his shield was rudely throwne, 
^«^ On which the Winged Boy in colours cleare 
Depeincted ** was, full easie to be knowne. 
And he thereby, wherever it in field was showne. 
VIII. 
His lace upon the grownd did groveling ly, 
As if he had beene slombring in the shade ; 
That the brave Mayd would not for courtesy 

^ S%eare, pure. ' JJoimeon, coat of mail. 

• Wallowed f cast, thrown. * Depeincted, painted. 



deriyed from a game called prisonrhase, and that the meaning is, that 
they challenged each other to run after Olljphant. 
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Out of his quiet slomber him abrade,^ 
Nor seeme too suddeinly him to invade : 
Still as she stood, she heard widi grievous throb 
Him groue, as if hb hart were peeces made,^ 
And with most painefull pangs to sigh and sob, 

That pitty did the Virgins hart of patience rob. 
IX. 
At last forth breaking into bitter plaintes 
He sayd ; " O soverayne Lord, that sit'st on bye 
And raignst in blis emongst thy blessed sabtes. 
How sufirest thou such shamefiiU cruelty 
So long unwreaked ^ of thine enimy ! 
Or hast thou, Lord, of good mens cause no heed? 
Or doth thy iustice sleepe and silent ly ? 
What booteth then the good and righteous deed, 

If goodnesse find no grace, nor righteousnesse no meed I 
X. 

I " If good find grace, and righteousnes reward, 

I Why then is Amoret in caytive * band, 

I Sith * that more bounteous ® creature never fcr*d 
On foot upon the face of living land ! 
Or if that hevenly iustice may withstand 
The wrongfull outrage of unrighteous men, 
Why then is Busirane with wicked hand 
Suffied, these seven monethes day, in secret den 

My Lady and my Love so cruelly to pen ? 
XI. 
" My Lady and my Love is cruelly pend 
In doleilill daricenes fiom the vew of day. 



' tirade, rouse. * Caytiee^ captiTe. 

' Peeces made, broken in pieces. * Sitk, since. 

' Unwreakedf unavenged. < BautUeouSf good. 
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IWhilest deadly tonnents doe ber chast brest rend, 
And tbe sbarpe Steele doth rive ber hart in tway. 
All for^ she ^udari^r^ will not denay.^ 
Yet thou, vile man, vile Scudamore, art sound, 
Ne canst ber ayde, ne canst ber foe dismay ; 
Unworthy wretch to tread upon the ground, 

For whom so faire a Lady feeles so sore a wound." 
XII. 
There an huge heape of singulfes^ did oppresse 
His strugling soule, and swelling throbs empeacb^ 
His foltring toung with pangs of drerinesse,^ 
Choking the remnant of bis plamtife speach, 
As if his dayes were come to their last reach. 
Which wh^i she heard, and saw tho^ghaatljL^^ 
Threatning mto his life to make a breach. 
Both with great ruth ^ and tenx)ur she was smit, 

Feanng least "^ iix»m ber cage the wearie soule would flit* 
xm. 
Tho,® stouping downe, she him amoved light ; 
Who, therewith somewhat starting, up gan looke, 
And seeing him behind a stranger Knight, 
Whereas no living creature be mistooke,^ 
With great indignaunce he that sight forsooke,^^ 
And, downe againe himselfe disdainefully 
Abiecting,^^ th' earth with bis faire forbead strooke : 
Which the bold Virgin seemg, gan apply 

Fit medcine to his griefe, and spake thus courtesly ; 

* FoTf because. ^ Leasts lest. 
' Denayf deny. ^ Tho, then. 
' SingulfeSf sobs. * Mistooke, raspeoted. 

* Empeach, hinder. >® Forsooke, turned from. 

* Drerinesse^ sorrow. " Jbiecting, casting. 
«12i«M,pity. . 
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XIV. 

*^ Ah ! gentle Knight, whose deepe-cooceived giiefe 
Well seemes t' exceede the powre of patience, «^ 
Yet, if that hevenly grace some good reliefe 
You send, submit you to Hi^iJlravtjpQoe ; 
And ever, in your noble hart, prepense,^ 
That all the sorrow in the worid is lesse \ '> ^^ 
Then ^ vertues might and values confidences 
Yf^T wrkr^ wiJi 3 WtAtx fKo |^pi^nn nf djstrwrr^ 

Must no t here thinke to liyej fev4UWMHMtadHne. 
XV. 

" Therefore, faire Sir, doe comfort to you take, 
And freely read ^ what wicked felon so 
Hath outrag'd you, and thrald your gentle Make.^ 
Perhaps this hand may help to ease your woe, 
And wreake ® your sorrow on your cruell foe ; 
At least it faire endevour will apply." 
Those feeling words so neare the quicke did goe, 
That up his head he reared easily ; 

And, leaning on his elbowe, these few w(»ds lett fly : 
XVI. 
" What boots it plaine '^ that cannot be redrest. 
And sow vaine sorrow in a fruitlesse eare ; \ 
Sith ® powre of hand, nor skill of learned brest, \ 
Ne worldly price, cannot redeeme my Deare 



* Prepense, consider. * Makef mate. 

* 7%e»,than. « »V«iJfc«, avenge. 
' MU, will not. 7 PUUnef complain. 

* Readj explain. " Sith, since. 

XIV. 7. — Values confidence.] The confidence of valor. Valsu m 
put for valor. 

XVI. 2. — ^nd sow vaine sorrow, &c.] And make sorrowAil com- 
plaints to those who can render no assistance. 
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Out of her thraldome and continuall feare ! 
For he, the tyrant, wfaidi fa^ hath m ward 
By stiOTg^OTclmimtaentsjnd_bljd^ 
Hadi in a dungeon deepe her close embaixl,^ 

And many dreadfiill feends hath pointed to her gard. 
XVII. 
" There he tormenteth her most terribly, 
And day and night afflicts with mortaU pame, 
Because to yield him love she doth deny, 
Once to me yold,^ not to be yold^ againe: 
But yet by torture he would her constraine 
Love to conceive in her disdainfiill brest ; 
TiU so she doe, she must in doole ^ remaine, 
Ne may by living meanes be thence rdest : Ns,^ 

What boots it then to plaine ^ that cannot be redrest r^ 
XVIII. 
With this sad hersall * of his heavy stresse ^ 
The wailike Damzell was empassiond ^ sore, 
And sayd ; " Sir Knight, your cause is nothing lease 
Then ® is your sorrow certes,^® if not mcMre ; 
For nothing so much pitty doth implore 
As gentle Ladyes helplesse misery : 
But yet, if please ye listen to my lore,^^ 
I will, with proofe of last extremity. 

Deliver her fio thence, or with her for you dy." 

' Learey lore. '' StreMse, diftress. 

' Embardj confined. " Empassiond, moyed. 

» FoW, yielded. » 2%«n, than. 

• DooUy grrief. ^ Ctrtes, certainly. 

• PlairUy complain. " Lorey connael. 

• Hersall y rehearsal. 



XVIII. 8. — WUh proofe of last extremity, 1 At the extreme peril of 
my life. 
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XIX. 

^ Ah 1 gendest Knight alive/' sayd Scudamore, 

*^ What huge heroicke magoaniinity 

Dwells in tbj(^bQuateogA.Liti<^t ? what couldst thou more, 

If shee were thine, and thou as now am I ? 

O spare thy happy daies, and them apply 

To better boot ; but let me die that ought ; 

■"^lore is more losse ; one is enough to dy ! " 
" life b not lost," said she, " for which b bought 

I jidlesse ren owm ; that, more then death, b to be souj^t** 

XX. 
Thus she at length persuaded him to rise. 
And with her wend ^ to see what new successe 
Mote him be&ll upon new enterprise : 
Hb armes, which he had vowed to dbprofesse,' 
She gathered up and did about him dresse,^ 
And his forwandred ^ steed unto him gott : 
So forth they both yfere ^ make thdr progr^sse, 
And march, not past the mountenaunce of a shott, 

T^ they airiv'd whereas their purpose they did plott. 

XXI. 
There they dismounting drew their weapcMis bold 

> BamtUous, generoos, kind. « Dretse^ diipofe. 

' Wendj go. * Forwtuubred, itnyed awmy. 

' Disprofessey abandon. ' Yferey together. 

XIX. 6. — To better boot.] To better advantage. 

XIX. 9. — TluUf more then death, is to be sought.] The «M>M»t«y 
appean to be, that '* endlesse renowm *' is more to be sought than 
death to be avoided. 

XX. 8. — Jfot past the mountenaunce of a shott.] Not farther than 
the flight of an arrow. 

XX. 9. — Their purpose they did plott.] They propoaed to ezecote 
their plan. 
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And Stoutly came unto the Castle gate. 
Whereas no gate they found them to withhold, 
Nor ward to waite at mome and evening late ; 
But in the porch, that did them sore amate/ 
A flammg fire ymixt with smouldry^ smdce 
And stinking sulphure, that with griesly hat( 
And dreadfiill horror did all entraunce chok< ^ 

Enforced them their forward footing to revoke. \ 
XXII. 
Gready thereat was Britomart dismayd, 
Ne in that stownd ^ wist how herselfe to beare ; 
For daunger vaine * it were to have assayd 
I That crudlljslement, which all things feare, 
" Ne none can suner to ap^achen neare : 
And, turning backe to Scudamour, thus sayd ; 
" What monstrous enmity provoke we heare ? 
Foolhardy as th' Earthes children, the which made 

Batteill against the gods, so we a god invade. 
XXIII. 
" P amigor with o ut diocretion to a t tem pt, 
higluiiuus, bgH^ t'l ihoj ih . therefore. Sir Knight, 
Aread * what course of you is safest dempt,® 
And how we with our foe may come to fight." 
" This is," quoth he, " the dolorous despight,'' 
Which earst ® to you I playnd ^ : for neither may 

' Amatey alann. ' Dempt, deemed. 

* Smculdry, suffocatmg. ' Dolorous despight^ grieyoiiB vezatioii. 
' SUnondy peril. * Earst j before. 

* Vairuy useless. ' Playnd^ complained of. 

* Areadj explain. 



XXI. 9.— T%eir fortoard footing to revoke.] To desifft from their 
intention of going forward. 
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This fire be quencht hj any witt or mighty 
Ne yet by any meanes remov'd away ; 
So mighty be th' jjoghau^ftofiDts which the aame do 6tay.^ ^ 

XXIV. 
<< What is there ells but cease these (ruitlesse painei. 
And leave me to my former languishing ! 
Faire Amoarett must dwell in wicked chaines^! 
And Scudamore here die with aooowing ! " ^ 
" Perdy ^ not so," saide shee ; " for oham e fcd i hing 
Yt we r e t ' abauJcm uoble th t ; T iflttuuc e,^ 
For sbewe of perill, without venturing : 
^•^- /Rather, let try extremities of chaunce 
/Then ^ enterprised praise for dread to disavaunce.^^' 

XXV. 
Therewith, resolv'd to prove her utmost might, 
Her ample shield she threw before her &ce, 
And her swords point directing forward tight 
Assayld the flame ; the which eftesoones ^ gave jdace. 
And did itselfe divide with equall space, 
That through she passed ; as a thcmder-bdt 
Perceth the yielding ayre, and doth displace 
The soring clouds into sad showres jrmolt ^ ; 
So to her yold ^ the flames, and did their totce revdt.^ 
XXVI. A/ 

Whom whenas Scudamour saw past the fire /V^ 
Safe and untoucht, he likewise gan assay 
With greedy will and envious desire. 
And bad the stubbome flames to yield him way : 

» stay, ropport. « Ifietoones, imniediatel7. 

« Perdy, in troth. t YmoU, melted. 

' CAmjotmce, enterprise. <> Yold, yielded. 

* That, than. » RevoU, roll back. 

• Disavaunce, give over. 
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But cruell Mdetber would not obay 
lIis-lluU!iiruU"piide, but did the more augment 
His mighty rage, and with imperious sway 
Him forst, maulgre ^ his fercenes, to relent,* 

And backe retire all scoicht and pitiiiilly brent.' 
XXVII. 
With huge impatience he inly swelt,^ 
More fcHP great scmtow that he could not pas V 
Then * for the burning torment which he felt ;▼ 
That with fell woodnes * he effierced ^ was. 
And wiliiilly him throwing on the gras 
Did beat and bounse his head and brest iiill sore : 
The whiles the Championesse now entred has 
The utmost® rowme, and past the foremost dore; 

The utmost rowme abounding with aU precious store: 
XXVIII. 

' For, round about, the walls yclothed were 
With goodly arras of great maiesty, 
Woven with gold and silke so close and nere 
That the rich metall lurked privUy , 

A ^ fnining tn hCi hiHH fm|TfijRnvTnq<=; pye • 

Yet here, and there, and every where, unwares 

It shewd itselfe and shone unwillingly ; 
/" like to' a discoteurd® snake, whose hidden snares 
IThrough the greene gras his long bright bumisht back de- 
\ Glares. 

' MavLgre, in spite of. ^ IVoodnes, madness. 

• Relent, withdraw. ^ Effurcedj inflamed. 

• Brent, burned. * Utmost, outermost. 

• Stoelt, swelled. ' DiseoUmrd, party-colled. 
» Then, than. 



XXVI. 5. — Cruell Muldber.] Vulcan ; that is, the fire. 
VOL. II. 34 
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-^ XXIX. 

And in those tapets ^ weren fiishioned 
Many fidre pourtraicts, and many a isdie feate ; 
via^d all of love, and al of lusty-hed, 

As seemed by their semblaunt,^ did entreat^: 
And eke all Cupids warres they did repeate, 
And cruell battailes, which he whilome * fought 
Gamst all the gods to make his empire great ; 
Besides the huge massacres, which he wrought 
On mighty kings and kesars into thraldome brought* 
XXX. 
Therein was writt how often thondring love 
Had felt the pomt of his hart-percing dart, 
And, leaving heavens kingdome, here did rove 
In straunge disguize, to slake his scalding smart ; 
Now, like a ram, (aire Helle to pervart, 
Now, like a bull, Ikuopa to withdraw : 
Ah, how the fearefuU Ladies tender hart> 
Did lively seeme to tremble, when she saw^ 
The huge seas under her t' obay her servaunts la^;^ 
XXXI. 
Soone after that, into a golden showre 
Himselfe he chaung'd, fiure Danae to vew; 
And through the roofe of her strong brasen towre 



1 Tapets, tapestry. ' Entreaty treat of, or deal with. 

' SenMaunt, appearance. * WhilovMy formerlj. 

XXX. 1. — Therein wom writt, &c.] In Uiis and the ■abseqnent 
atanzaa, Spenser has yeraified some of the most popular love stories of 
classical mythology. It has not been deemed necessary to ejcplain the 
narrative by annotations. The stories are among the common-places 
of classical literature, and satisfactory details may be found in such 
books as Tooke's Pantheon and Lempriere's Classical Dictionary. 
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Did raine into her lap an hony dew ; 
The whiles her foolish garde, that litle knew 
Of such deceipty kept th' yron dore fast bard. 
And watcht that none should enter nor issew ; 
Vaine was the watch, and bootlesse all the ward, 

Wh^as the god to golden hew himselfe transfard.^ 

J XXXII >' 

Then was he tumd into a snowy swan, ^ '^v^ 

To win faire Leda to his lovely trade : - \ ' "^ 

O wondrous skill, and sweet wit of the man, 
That her in dafiadillies sleepmg made 
From sccNfching heat her daintie limbes to shade ! 
Whiles the proud bird, ruffing^ his fethers wyde 
And brushing his faire brest, did her mvade. 
She slept ; yet twixt her eielids closely spyde 

How towards her he rusht, and smiled at his pryde. 
XXXIII. 
Then shewd it how the Thebane Semelee, 
Decdvd of gealous luno, did require 
To see him in his soverayne maiestee 
Aimd with his thunderbolts and lightning fibre, 
Whens dearely she with death bought her desire. 
But faire Alcmena better match did make, 
loying his love in likenes more entire : 
Three nights in one they say that for her sake 

He then did put, her pleasures lenger ^ to partake. 
XXXIV. 
Twice was he scene in soaring eagles shape. 
And with wide wbges to beat the buxome * ayre : 
Once, when he with Asterie did scape ; 

1 Dranrfardf transfonned. ' Lengery longer. 

• Raffing, raffling. * Buxome, yielding. 
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Agame, whenas the Trojane boy 90 &yre 
He snatcbt bom Ida billy and witb bim bare : 
Wondrous delight it was tbere to b^Kxild 
I How tbe rude shepbearda after bim did stare, 
f Trembling througb feare least down be fallen should, 
|And often to him calling to take surer hould. 

XXXV. 
In Satp*es shape Antiopa be snatcbt ; 
And like a.£re, when be Aegin' assayd : 
A shepebeard, when Mnemosyne he catcht ; 
And like a serpent to the Thracian mayd. 
. Wbyles thus on earth great love these pageaunts I^ayd, 
I The Winged Boy did thrust into his throne, 
^ And, scoffing, thus unto his mother sayd ; 
/ " Lo ! now the bevens obey to me alone, 
I, And take me for their love, whiles love to earth is gona'' 

XXXVI. 
And thou, iaire Phoebus, in thy colours blight 
Wast there enwoven, and tbe sad distresse 
In which that Boy thee plonged, for despigbt 
That thou bewray'dst his mothers wantonnesse, 
When she with Mars was meynt ^ b ioyfulnesse : 
Forlby ^ he tbrild ^ thee with a leaden dart 
To love fair Daphne, which thee loved lesse ; 
Lesse she thee lov'd than was thy iust desart. 
Yet was thy love her death, and her death was thy smart 
XXXVIl. 
So lovedst thou the lusty Hyacinct ; 

> Meyntf mingled. ' Fortky, therefore. ' TkrUd^ pieroed. 



XXXVI. 6,^ Leaden, dart.'\ The leaden darts of Cupid prodnoed 
unhappy or onsucceMful pasaion. 
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So lovedst thou the faire Coronis deare : 
Yet both are of thy baplesse hand extinct ; 
Yet both in flowres doe live, and love thee beare, 
The one a paunce,^ the other a sweete-breare : 
For griefe whereof, ye mote have lively seene 
The god himselfe rending his golden heare, 
And breaking quite his garlond ever greene, 

With other signes of sorrow and impatient teene.^ 
XXXVIII. 
Both (at those two, and for bis owne deare acHme, 
The Sonne of Climene, he did repent ; 
Who, bold to guide die charet of the Sunne, 
Himselfe in thousand peeces fondly ^ rent. 
And all the world with flashing fier brent ^ ; 
So like, that all the walles did seeme to flame. 
Yet cruell Cupid, not herewith content, 
Forst him eftsoones ^ to follow other game, 

And love a shepheards daughter for his dearest dame* 
XXXIX. 
He loved Isse for his dearest dame. 
And for her sake her cattell fedd awhile. 
And for her sake a cowheard vile became : 
The servant of Admetus, cowheard vile. 
Whiles that from heaven he suffered exile. 
Long were to tell each other lovely fitt ; 
Now, like a lyon hunting after spoile ; 
Now, like a hag ; now, like a faulcon flit : 

All which in that faire arras was mostlilM^ writ.«M« 

* Paunee, pansj. • Ttenr.^ sorrow. ' Fondly, fooliihly. 
* Brent, burned. • Eftsoones, immediately. 



XXXIX. 6. — Each other lovely fitt.] Each other occasion on which 
he felt the passion of love. 

34* 
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J 



XL. 

Next unto him was Neptune pictured, 
In his divine resemblance wondrous lyke : 
Hb face was rugged, and his hoarie hed 
Dropped with brackish deaw ; his threefiirkt pyke 
He steamly shooke, and tho'ewith fierce did stryke . 
The raging billowes, that on every syde 
They trembling stood, and made a long broad dyke, 
That his swift charet might have passage wyde, 

Which foure great hippodames ^ did draw in teme-wise tyde. 

XU. 
Hb seah(»8es did seeme to ssKXt amayne. 
And fix)m their nosethriUes blow the brynie streame, 
That made the sparckling waves to smcke agayne 
And flame with gold ; but the white fomy creame 
Did shme with silver, and shoot forth his beame : 
The god himselfe did pensive seeme and sad. 
And hong adowne his head as he did dreame ; 
For privy love his brest empierced had, 

Ne ought but deare Bisaltb ay could make him glad. 

XLII. 
He loved eke Iphimedia deare. 
And Aeolus faire daughter, Arae hight,^ 
For whom he tumd himselfe into a steare, 
And fedd on fodder to beguile her sight. 
Also, to win Deucalions daughter bright. 
He tumd himselfe into a dolphin fayre ; 
And, like a wbged horse, he tooke his flight 
To snaky-locke Medusa to repayre, 

On whom he got faire Pegasus that flitteth ^ m the ayre. 

* HippodanuMf sea-hoTBeB. ' Higkt, called. > FUUeth, flietfa. 



XL. 9. — In teme-wise tydeJ] Yoked like a team of hones. 
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xun. 
Next Saturoe was,ibut who would ever weene 
That suUeb Satun^^ver weend to love ? 
Yet love is sullein, and Satdrnlike seene, 
As he did for Erigone it prove,)\ 
That to a centaure did himselfe tta&sm^^^ 
So proov'd it eke that gradous god of wine> 
When, for to compasse Philliras hard love. 
He tumd himselfe mto a fruitfuU vme, 

And into her faire bosome made his grapes decline* 
XLIV. 
Long were to tell the amorous assayes,' 
And gentle pangues, with which he maked meeke 
The mightie Mars, to leame his wanton playes ; 
How oft for Venus, and how often eek 
For many other nymphes, he sore did shreek ^ ; 
With womanish teares, and with unwarlike smarts, 
Privily moystening his horrid ^ cheeke : 
There was he painted fiill of burning dartes, 

And many wide woundes launched through his inner partes. 

XLV. 
Ne did he spare (so cruell was the Elfe) 
His owne deare mother, (ah ! why should he so !) J 
Ne did he spare sometime to pricke himselfe, 
That he might taste the T^-iTKt rionfiHninjj;..^^^^, 
Wliich he had wrought to many others moe.^ 
But, to declare the moumfull tragedyes 

/ And spoiles wherewith he all the ground did strow, 

/ More eath ® to number with how many eyes 
jf High heven beholdes sad lovers nightly theeveryes. 

> Transmovef transfomi. * Horrid, rough. 

' Assayes, experiences. * Mo6, more. 

' Shreekf mourn. ' EtUh, easy. 
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XLVI. 

Kings, queeoes, lords, ladies, knights, and dunsds gwt,^ 
Were heap'd together with the vulgar sort, 
And mingled with the raskall ^ rableroent, 
Witheutjcespeci.of pei^ or of pent,' 
TTo shew'Daa-CufMs powre and^reat effiict : 
And round about a border was entrayld ^ 
Of broken bowes and anowes shivered short ; 
And a long bloody river through them rayld,* 
So Cveljif; and so like, that living sence it hyW 

XLvn. 
And at the upper end of that faire rowme 
There was an Jflfti built of pretious stcHie 
Of passing valew and of great renowme, 
On which there stood an image all alone 
Of massy gold, w h i eh widi liis u w ne ligb t-shiffle; 
And winges it had with sondry colours dight,^ 
More sondry colours then® the proud pavone* 
Beares in his boasted fan, or Iris bright, 
When her discolourd ^^ bow she spreds through heven bright 

XLVIII. 
Blyndfold he was ; and in his cruell fist 
A mortall bow and arrowes keene did hold, 

> Oentf tccomplithed. * Fayld^ deceiTed. 

' RaskaUf low. ' ^^f^t fumithed, adorned. 

* Port, deportment • Tlien, than. 

* Entrayldy wrought • Pavone, peacock. 

* JUyld, rolled. >* DiteoUurd, many-eolored. 



XLVI. 5. — Dan CupidtJ] Dan \» a contraction of the Latin domh 
nttf, lord, master. 

XL VII. 9. — Heven bright] Upton and Church conjecture that 
Spenser wfoie < heren^s hight,* as < hright * is the last word of the pre- 
vious line. 
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With which he shot at randon whai him list,' 
Some headed witli sad lead, some with pure gdd , ■"■ 
\{Ah ! man, beware how thou those dartes behold!) 
A wounded dragon under him did ly, 
Whose hideous tayle his lefte foot did enfold, 
And with a shaft was shot through either eye, 
That no man fortli might draw, ne no man remedye. 
XLIX. 
And underneath his feet was written thus. 
Unto the Victor of the gods this bee\ 
And all the people in that ample hous 
Did to that image bowe their htmible knee, 
And oft committed fhwln idnlntlf ^ 
That wondrous sight faire Britomart amazd, 
Ne seeing could her wonder satisfie, 
But ever more and more upon it gazd, 
''^he whiles the passing brightnes her firaile sences dazd.^ 

L. 
Tho,^ as she backward cast her busie eye 
To search each secrete of that goodly sted,^ 
Over the dore thus written she did spye. 
Bee bold : She oft apd oft it over-red,^ 
Yet could not find what sence it figured : 
But whatso were therein or writ or ment. 
She was no whit thereby discouraged 
From prosecuting of her first intent, 
But forward with bold steps into the next roomd went* 
U. 
Much &yrer then ^ the former was that roome, 

> Htm list, he pleased. * Stedy place. 

* Daxd, dazxled. * Ovtr-redy read oy^r. 

* 7%o,then. « 7%«it,than. 
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And ricblier, by many partes,' arrayd ; 
For not with Arras made in QainefiilLJggise, 
But with pure ,£c!d it all whs overiajd. 
Wrought with wildeuaQUck^ which their follies playd 
In die rich metall, as^.Aey^lmiig wele: 
, / A thousand monstrous formes therein were made, 
r.J Such as false Love doth oft upon him weare ; 
^or Love in thousand monstrous formes doth oft appeare. 

LIl. 
And, all about, the glistring waUes were hong 
With warlike spoiles and with victorious pray^ 
Of mightie conquerours and captaines strong, 
Which were whilome ^ captived in their dayes 
To cruell Love, and wrought their owne decayes * : 
Their swerds and speres were broke, and hauberques^ 

rent, 
And their proud girionds of tiyumphant bayes 
Troden in dust with fiiry insolent. 
To shew the Victors might and merciless mtent -"^ 

LIII. 
The warlike Mayd, beholding eamesdy 
The goodly ordinaunce of this rich place, 
Did gready wonder ; ne could satisfy 
Her greedy eyes with gazing a long space : 
But more she mervaild that no footings trac» 
Nor wJglU.appeard^ but j wastofull "^ empti ness 
And snlfimnft silenoe over all that place : 
Straunge thing it seem'd, that none was to possesse 
So rich purveyaunce,® ne them keepe with carefiilnesse.^ 



\ - 



> Partes^ degrees. * DeeayeSf rain. 

' AntUkeSy fmntaitio figniei. > Hauberques, coats of mail. 

' ASf as if. 7 WastefuU^ uninhabited. 

^ WkUdme, formerly. * Pwrveyawue^ fhrnitnre. 
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UV. 

And, as she lookt about, she did behold 
How over that same dcxe was likewise writ, 
Beholde^ Be bolde, and i^eij where^ Be bold; 
That much she muz'd, yet could not construe it 
By any ridling skill or commune wit. 
At last she spyde at that rowmes upper end 
Another yron dore, on which was writ, 
Be not too toU; whereto though she did bend 
Her earnest minde, yet wist ^ not what it might intend. 

LV. 

• 

Thus she there wayted untill eventyde. 
Yet living creature none she saw appeare. 
And now sad shadowes gan the worid to hyde 
From mortaU yew, and wrap in darkenes dreare ; 
Yet nould she d'oflF* her weary armes, for feare 
Of secret daunger, ne let sleepe opjnpesse 
Her heavy eyes with natures burdein deare, 
But drew herselfe aside m sickemesse,^ 
And her welpointed wepons did about her dresse.^ 

> Wistf knew. ' J^auld ^e tVqfy would not take ofE 

' SiekemeM99f nfetj. * Dresses nmag^f difpoM. 
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CANTO XII. 

Tho Moske of Cupid, and th' encbaan- 

tcd Chamber are dbplayd ; 
Whence Britomart redeeroes faire A- 

moret through charmet docayd. 

1. 
Tho,^ whenas chcarelesse Nigbt ycovered had 
Fayre heaven with an universall cbwd. 
That every wight dismayd with darkenes sad 
In silence and in sleepe themselves did shrowd. 
She beard a shrilling trompet sound alowd, 
Signe of nigh battaill, or got victcny : 
Nought therewith daunted was her courage piowd, 
But rather stird to cruell enmity, 
Expecting ever when some ibe she might descry. 
II. 
Widi that, an hideous storme of winde arose, 
With dreadful! thunder and lightning atwixt. 
And an earthquake, as if it streight would lose* 
The worlds foundations firom his centre fixt : 

> Tho, then. • Lose, loosen. 



Arg. 1. — The Moske of Cupid.'] The masque wu a kind of dramatic 
entertainment, very popular in the poet's age. It was originally (like 
the one described in this canto) a sort of masquerade of figures fan- 
tastically drettsed, attended with music and dancing, and sometimes 
with elaborate machinery. At a subsequent period, a poetical dialogue 
was added ; and of this species of masques Ben Jonson has left many 
beautiful specimens. 
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^mm^ A direful! stench of smoke and sulphure mixt 
Ensewd, whose noyaunce^ fild the fearefull sted' 
From the fourth howre of night untill the sixt ; 
Yet the bold Britonesse was nought ydred,^ 
Though much emmov^3, but stedfast still persevered. 
III. 
All suddeinly a stormy whirlwind blew 
Tlux)ughout the house, that clapped every dore, 
With which that yron wicket open flew, 
As il with mighty levers had bene tore ; 
And forth yssewd,^ as on the readie flore 
/ Of some thektre, a grave personage 
// That in his hand a braunch of laurell bore, 
/ With comely haveour* and countenance sage, 
/ Yclad in cosdy garments fit for tragicke stage. 
IV. 
Proceeding to the midst he stil did stand, 
As if m mmde he somewhat had to say ; 
And to the vulgare beckning with his hand. 
In signe of silence, as to heare a play, 
By lively actions he gan bewray • 

' JVo^Bimce, annoyance. ^ Yssetodj iaaaed. 

' Sted, place. & Hav^our, demeanor. 

' Ydredj terrified. • Beteray, reveal. 



III. 6. — j9 grave personage, &c.] Warton states that the introdac- 
tion to this procession of masquers was borrowed firom an allegorical 
spectacle common in Spenser's age, called the dvmb skow^ wliich was 
wont to be exhibited before every act of a tragedy. This consisted of 
dumb actors, who, by their dress and action, prepared the spectators for 
the matter and substance of each ensuing act respectively. We have 
a specimen of this dumb show, introductory to the play in " Hamlet.*' 

IV. 6. — he gan bewray 

Same argument, &c.] He began by bis gestures to give 
some explanation of the matters about to be represented. 
VOL. II. 35 
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Some argument of matter pas»oned ; 
Whicb doen, he backe retyred soft away, 
And, passmg by, his name discovered, 
(&se, on his robe in goldai letters cy^diered. 
V. 
The noble Mayd still standing all this vewd. 
And merveild at his straunge btendiment ^ : 
With that a ioyous fellowship * issewd 
Of minstrales making goodly meriment. 
With wanton bardes, and rymers impudent ; 
All which together song full chearefuUy 
A lay of loves delight with sweet ccuicent': 
After whom marcht a iolly company, 
^ In manner of a maske, enranged (»tleriy. 

VI. 

The whiles n mmt rtftitlf^g hflnawmy 
In full straunge notes was sweetly heard to sound, 
That the rare sweetnesse of the melody 
The feeble sences wholy did confound, 
And the frayle soule b deepe delight nigh drownd : 
And, when it ceast, shrill trompets lowd did bray, 
That their report did far away rebound ; 
And, when they ceast, it gan againe to play, 
The whiles the Maskers marched forth b trim any. 
VII. 
The first was £aasf , like a lovely boy 
Of rare aspect and beautie without peare, 
Matchable either to that ympe ^ of Troy, 
Whcnn love did love and chose his cup to beare ; 

' IntendimaUf conduct. ' Coneentf harmony. 

' FeUawshipy company. * Ympt^ youth. 



VII. 3.— Fwipe of Troy."] Ganymede. 
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Or that same damtie lad, which was so deaie 
To great Alcides, that, whenas he dyde. 
He wmled womanlike with many a teare, 
And every wood and every valley wyde 

He filld with Hylas name ; the nymphes eke Hylas crydo. 

vm. 
His garment neither was of silke nor say/ 
But paynted plumes in goodly order dight,^ 
Like as the sunburnt Indians do aray 
Their tawney bodies in their {^miid^jglight : 
.-^ As those same plumes<^ seemd he vaine and light^. 
That by his gate might e^ily appeare ; 
For still he faFd as dauncing in delight, 
And in his hand a windy fan did beare, 

That b the.'y^ ayre he moVd, still here and theare. 

IX. 
And him beside marcht amorous I)^yre, 
Who seemd of ryper yeares then ^ th' other swayne, 
Yet was that other swajme this elders sjrre, »- 
And gave him being, commune to them twayne : 
His garment was diBguyeed very vayne,^ 
And his erabrodered bonet sat awry : 
Twixt both his hands few spaAs he close did strayne, 
Which still he blew and kindled busily, ; 

That soone they li^jx>nceiv'd, and forth in fiazn^s did fly. / 

X. ^ 

Next after him went Doubt, who was yclad 
in a discolour'd * cote of straunge disguyse, 
That at his backe a brode capuccio ® had, 

1 Sayy thin stuff. ' Digkt, arrayed. ' Tken^ thazL 

* Vayn»t ftntasticallj. * DiseoUmr'df many-colored. 

* Capuccio, capuchin, or hood of a cloak. 
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And sleeves dependaunt Albanese-wjrse ; 
He lookt askew with his mistmslfuU eyes, 
And n}xely ^ erode, as * thornes lay in hb way, 
Or that the flore to shrinke he did avyse ' ; — 
And on a broken reed he still did stay 

His feeble steps, which shninck when hard thereon he lay. 

XI. 
With him wejit Dajinger, cloth'd in ragged weed * 
Made of beares skin, that him more dreadiiill made ; 
Yet his owne face was dreadfiill, ne did need 
Straunge * honour to deforme his griesly shade • : 
Ajiet in ih' one hand, and a lust^LJila^e 
In th' other was ; this Migchiefe, that Mishap ; 
With th' one liis foes he threatned to invade, 
With th' other he his friends ment to enwrap : 

For whom he could not kill he practizd to entrap. 

Xll. 
Next him was F eare , all arm'd from top to toe. 
Yet thought himselfe not safe enough thereby. 
But feard each shadow moving to or fioe ; 
And, his owne armes when glittering he did spy 
Or clashing heard, he fast away did fly, 
-^^As ashes pale of hew, and wmged heeld ; 
And evermore on Daunger fixt his eye, 
Gainst whom he alwayes bent a brasen shield. 

Which his right hand unarmed fearefiilly did wield. 

* Kycdy^ carefully. * Weed^ dress. 

' Jis^ as if. ^ Straunge f forei^, or borrowed. 

' Amjae, perceive. * Griesly shade, frightfiil appearance. 



X. 4. — Dependaunt Mbanes^-wyse.] Hanging after the fashion of 
the inhabitants of Albania. 
XII. 6. — Winged heeld.] With winged heels. 
XII. 9. — Which his right hand, SlcJ] " This circumstanoe is Biiit»- 
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xra. 
With him went Hoge m nu)cke, a handsome mayd, 
Of chearefiill looke and lovely to behold ; 
In silken samite^ she wasli^t arayd, 
And her fayre lockes were jaagfig-iip ig^old : 
She afauays smyld, and in her hand did hold 
An holy-water-sprinckle/dipt in deow€/^ 
With which she sprinckled iavours manifold 
Pn whom sbt list, and did great liking sheowe, 
.^^^rCrreat liking unto many, but true love to feowe. 

XIV. 
And after them DissQOihlaupce and-SuspQCt 
Marcht in one rancke, yet an unequall paire ; 
For She was gentle and of nulde aspect, 
Courteous to all and seeming debonaire,^ 
Goodly adorned and exceeding faire ; 
Yet was that all but p&yai^ and |)url6^d, 
And her bright browes were dee kt with bow e^ Cff lilire ; 
Her deeds were<^i^ed, and her wocd&Jals0-<Mynd, 
And alwaies in her hand two clewes of silke she twjmd : 

XV. 
But He was fowle, ill favoured, and grim, 
Under his eiebrowes lookmg still askaunce ; 
And ever, as DIssemblaunce laught on him. 
He lowrd on Her with daungerous eye-glaunce, 
Shewing his nature in his countenaunce ; 
His rolling eies did never rest in place, 

' Samite^ a kind of 8il|c stuff. * Debonairef gnciOTU. 



ble to the nature of Fear, who is here jusUy represented as being more 
•olicitous to defend himself than to hurt others ; he therefore bears his 
shield on his right arm." — Church. 

XIII. 1. — In rancke.^ Together, or in the same line. 

35* 
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But walkte^ each where (or feare of hid miscbaunce, 
Holding a lattis still before his lace. 

Through which he stil did peep as forward he did pace. 
XVI. 
Next him went G|]^and.fjjQr matcht yfere^; 
Griefe all m sable sorrowfully clad, 
Downe hanging his dull head with heavy ch^e. 
Yet mly being more then * seeming sad : 
A paire of pincers in his hand he had, 
With which he pinched people to the hart, 
That from thenceforth a wretched life they ladd. 
In wilfull languor and consuming smart. 

Dying each day with bward wounds of dolours ^ dart, 
xvn. 
But Fury was foil ill apparelled 
In rags, that naked nigh she did appeare,*^ 
With ghasdy looks and dreadfull drerihed ^ ; 
And from her backe h^ garments she did teare. 
And from her head ofre rente her snaried hears : 
In her right hand a firebrand shee did tosse 
About her head, still roaming here and th^re ; 
As a dismayed deare in chace embost,^ 

ForgetfuU of his safety, hath his right way lost, 
xvm. 
After them went Displfiasuce and Pli^^unce, 
He looking lompish "^ and foil suUein sad, 

» IFafkte, roved, rolled. » Drerihed, grief. 

' Yfere, together. * Embostj hard preised. 

> Then, than. ^ Lompish, heayy. 
* DoUmrSf grieri. 



XV. B.^ Holding a huHs, Ac.^ « Saspect ii drawn with a UtticBf 
the allusion ie to the Italian name gdosia ; such blindi or lattices as 
they may see through, yet not be seen." — Uptoit. 
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And hangmg downe his heavy countenaunce ; 
She chearfiiU, fresh, and full of ioyaunce glad, 
As if no sorrow she ne felt ne drad ; 
I That evill matched paire they seemd to bee : 
/ An angry waspe th' one in a viall had, 
/ Th' other m hers an hony lady-bee. 
/Thus marched these six couple s j^^ injaire.de.jyee. 
XIX. 
After all these there marcht a most faire Dame, 
Led of two grysie ^ ViUems, th' one DesfHght, 
The other cleped^ Croeky by name: 
/bhe dolefull LadW like a dreary spright 
Cald by strong cnarmes out of ^{gggilLzught, j 
Had Deathes^Qwn ypage figurdinher face, 
Full of sad signes, feariiill to living sight ; 
I Yet in that horror shewd a seepidy^ grace, 
And with her feeble feete did move a comely pace. 
XX. 
Her brest all naked, as nett ^ yvory 
WJthoat^onie of gold or silver bright 
Wherewith the craftesman wonts it beautify. 
Of her dew honour was despoyled quight ; 
And a wide wound therein (O ruefiill sight !) 
jI^' Entrenched deep with knyfe accursed keene. 
Yet freshly bleeding forth her fainting spright, 
(The worke of cruell hand) was to be scene, 
That dyde in sangume red her skin all snowy cleene : 

' QrysUf squalid. ' Seemdy^ pleasing. 

* Cleped, called. * JVctt, pure. 



XVIII. %.^An hony lady-bee.] Thia ia difficult of explanation, 
unless we auppose that Spenser imagined that the working-beea were 
females. 
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At that wide ori6ce her trembling hart 
Was drawne ibrtb, and in silver basm layd. 
Quite through transfixed with a deadly dart, 
And b her blood yet steeming fresh embayd.^ 
And those two Vill^ns (which her steps upstayd, 
When her weake feete could scarcely her sustaine. 
And fading vitall powres gan to fade,) 
Her forward still with torture did constraine, 
And evennore encreased her consuming pabe. 

XXU. 
Next afler her, the WiagidiiifidJumselfe 
Came ridbg on a lie n n a v e p ^ us , 
Taught to obay the menage^ of llwl Flftt 
That man and beast with powre imperious 
V Subdeweth to bis kbgdome tyrannous : 
His blbdfbld eies he bad awhile unbbde, 
That his proud spoile of that same dolorous 
Faire Dame he might behold in perfect kbde ; 
"^^^^ Which scene, he much reioyced b his cruell mbde. 

XXIII. 
Of which ful prowd, himselfe uprearbg bye 
He looked round about with steme disdajrne, 
And did survay his goodly company ; 
And, marshallbg the evill-ordered trayne, 

* Embaydf bathed. * Menage^ management. 

XXI. 7. — ^nd fading, &c.] As "fade" occurs in Uie same lino 
it has been conjectured that Spenser wrote *< failing" instead of 
« fading." 

XXII. 7. — of that same dolorous 

Faire DameJ] i. e. Amoret, who was a prisoner in the 
oasUe. 
XXII. 8. — /n perfect kinde.] With perfect distinctness. 
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With that the darts which his right hand did strain* 
Full dreodfiilly he shooke, that all did quake. 
And clapt on hye his coulourd wbges twaine, 
That all his manj ^ it affiaide did make : 

Tho,^ blinding him againe, his way he fivth did take. 
XXIV. 
Behinde him was Reraroch, Repentaunce, ^lame ; 
Reproch the first,"^^^ next, Kepont belunde : 
Repentaunce feeble, sorrowful!, and lame ; 
Reproch despightfol, carelesse, and unldnde ; 
Shame most ill-favourd, bestial], and blinde : 
Shame lowrd, Repentaunce sighd, Reproch did scould ; 
Reproch sharpe stmgs, Repentaunce whips entwinde, 
Shame burning brond-yrons in her hand did hold : 

All three to each unlike, yet all made in one mould. 

XXV. 
And after them a rude confiised rout 
Of persons flockt, whose names is hard to read': 
Emongst them was steme Strife ; and Anger stout ; 
Unquiet Care ; and fond ^ Unthrifiyhead ; 
Lewd Losse of Time ; and Sorrow seeming dead ; 
Inconstant Chaunge ; and false Disloyalty ; 
Consummg Riotise ; and guilty Dread 
Of heavenly Vengeaunce; faint Infirmity; 

VHe Poverty ;\and, lastly. Death with infiun^ 
XXVI. 
There were fiill many moe^ like Mala(]ie8, 
Whose names and natures I note ^ readen well ; 
So many moe,^ as there be phantasies v 
In wavering wemens witt, that none can t^Vs^ 

^ Matnf, oompany. « Fcmdj fonl'ih 

> Thoy then. • Moe, more. 

> Rtad, teU. • Abte, cannot 
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Or paineB in love, or punishinents in hell: 
/ AU which disguized marcht in masking-wiae 

; About the Chamber hj the Damozdl ; 

/ And then returned, having marched thrise, 

' Into the inner rowme fiom whence they first did rise*^ 
XXVII. 
So soone as they were m, the dore stro^twaj 
Fast locked, drivra with thiiUHf iiuj blast 
Which first it opened, and bore all away. 
Then the brave Maid, which al this while was ph»t 
In secret shade, and saw both first and last, 
Issewed fcnrth and went unto the dore 
To enter in, but fownd it locked fest : 
It vaine she thought with rigorous uprore 

For to effin^e, when charmes had closed 
xxvm. 
Where f(»ce might not availe, their sleights and ait 
She cast^ to use, both fitt for hard emprize: 
Forthy ^ fixmi that same rowme not to depart 
Till morrow next shee did herselfe avize,^ 
When that same Maske againe should forth arize. 
The morrowe next appeard with ioyous cheare. 
Calling men to th^ daily exercize : 
Then she, as morrow firesh, herselfe did reare 

Out of her secret stand that day for to outweaie.^ 
XXIX. 
All that day she outwore ^ in wandering 
And gazing on that Chambers ornament, 

^ IKm, proceed. ^ HerM^e avixs, detennine. 

* CM, parpoied. * Outweare, pais. 

* Forthy f theiefofe. * Outteore, pawed. 

XXVII. 8. — Rigorous tqprore,'] Vigorous eSEati. 
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Tin that againe the second Eyening 
Her covered with her sable vestiment, 
Wherewith the worlds faire beautie she hath bleat ^ 
Then, when the second watch was ahnost past, 
That brasen dore flew open, and in went 
Bold Britomart, as she had late forecast,^ 

Nether of ydle showes nor of false chaimes aghast 
XXX. 
So soone as she was entred, rownd about 
She cast her eies to see what was become 
Of all those persons which she saw without. 
But lo ! they streight were vanisht all and some; 

* Ne living wight she saw in all that roome, 
Save that same woefiiU Lady ; both whose hands 
Were bounden fast, that did her ill become, 

/And her small waste girt rownd with yion bands 
nto a brasen pillour, by the which she stands. 

XXXI. 
And, her before, 4?fi YJlfi Enchauntfif S^^ 
Figuring straunge characters of hb art ; 
. Wifh living blood he those characters wrate,' 
^^ Dicadfolly dropping fom her dying hart, 
Seemmg transfixed with a cruell dart ; 
And all perforce to make her him to love. 
Ah ! who can love thajKOikfiCoCher smart ! 
A thousand chttsoB he foimerly did prove ; 
Yet d/Hisand charmes could not her stedfast hart remove. 

* Blentf obtemed. ' Forseatt^ pfeTiomly determined. 

» IFmto, wrote. 



XXIX. 6. -^Second watch,'] The second watch began at nine, tad 
^ndod at twelre. 
XXIX. 7. — Brasen <2or0.] In the third itansa this door ie * iron.* 
XXX,4.—AUmd9ome.] One and aU. 
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XXXII. 

Soon as that Yirpn Knight he saw in pbce. 
His wicked bookes in hast he overthrew. 
Not caring his long labours to deface ; 
And, fiercely running to that Lady trew, 
A murdious knife out of his pocket drew, 
The which he thought, for viUeinous despi^iCy 
In her tormented bodie to embrew : 
But the stout Damzell to him leaping light 

His cursed hand withheld, and raaistered his migfat 
xxxin. 
From her, to whom his iiuy first he ment,^ 
The wicked weapon rashly* he did wrest,' 
And, turning to herselfe his fell intent, 
lUnwares it strooke into her snowie chest, 
{That litle drops empurpled her iaire brest 
Ekceeding wroth therewith the Vir^ grew, 

""Tllbe* the wound were nothing deepe imprest. 
And fiercely forth her mortall blade she drew. 

To give him the reward for such vile outrage dew. 
XXXIV. 
So mightily she smote him, that to ground 
He fell balifiLdead ; next stroke him should have riaiDe, 
Had not the Lady, which by him stood bound, 
Demly ^ unto her caUed to abstaine 
From doing him to dy ; for else her pdne 
^ Should be rem^dilesse; «itb ^ AooeJuiLhee 






> Ment, directed. * Albe, although. 

' iZoMZy, quickly. * DenUy, earnestly. 

' Wrettf tarn aside. * Sitkf since. 

XXXn. 3.— JVb( caring, &c.] Not caring whether he defkced hii 
long labon or not. 
XXXIII. 3.— 7oJ^#0{fe.] ToBritomart 
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Why^ wmi^ght jt could the Sa me recure ag aine« 
Therewith she stayd her hand, loth stayd to bee ; 
For life she him eov^de, and loog'd reyenge to see: 

XXXV. 

And to him said ; << Thou wicked man, whose meed 
For so huge mischiefe and vile villany 
Is death, or if that ought doe death exceed; 
Be sure that nought may save thee firom to dy 
But if ^ that thou this Dame do presendy 
Restore unto her health and former state ; 
This doe, and live ; eb dye undoubtedly." 
He, glad of life, that loc^ for death but late, 
Did yield himselfe right willing to proloDg his data: 

XXXVI. 
And rismg up gan streight to orer^ooke' 
Those cursed leaves, his charmes back to reverse : 
Full dreadfiill thinges out of that baleiull booke 
He red, and measur'd many a sad verse. 
That Ixmour gan the Virgins hart to perse. 
And her faire locks up stared sdffe on end, 
Hearing him those same bloody Ijmes reherse ; 
And, all the while he red, she did extend 
Her Bword high over him, if ought he did oSeod* 

XXXVll. 
Anon she gan perceive the house to quake, 
And all the doces to ratde round about ; 
Yet all that did not her dismaied make. 
Nor slack her threatfull hand for daungers dout,^ 
But still with stedfast eye and courage stout 
Abode, to weet ^ what end would come of all : 

1 Bvt if, unleM. ' Dout, fiMr. 

• Ovtr-looke, look over. * Weetf learn. 

VOL, II. 36 
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; At hsttbttntigbtiecluune, which round about 
/ Her tender waste was wound, adowne gan fiiD, 
( And that great farasen |Nllour broke in peeces smalL 
xxxvm. 
The cniell Steele, which thiild ^ her dying hait, 
Fell softly forth, as of his owne accord ; 
I And the wyde wound, which latdy did dispart* 
\ Her bleeding brest and riven bowds gor'd, 
\ Was closed up, as it had not beene sor'd ' ; 
\And every part to safety M sownd. 
As she were never hurt, was soone restord : 
Tho,* when she felt herselfe to be unbownd 
And perfect hole, prostrate she fell unto the grownd ; 
XXXIX. 
Before &ire Britomart she fell prostride, 
Saying ; '^ Ah ! noble Knight, what woithy meede 
Can wretched Lady, quitt from wofiiU state, 
Yield you in lieu of this your gracious deed? 
Your vertue selfe her owne reward shall breed, 
Even immortal prayse and glory wyde. 
Which I your vassaU, by your prowesse freed, 
^all through the world make to be notifyde,^ 
And goodly well advaunce that goodly well was tryde." 
XL. 
But Britomart, uprearing her from grownd. 
Said ; '^ Gentle Dame, reward enough I weene, 

> TVtU, pierced. * THo, then. 

' DispaH, diTJde. * JfotifydBf proelaimed. 

' Sor*df mmde tore, hurt. 



XXXIX. 9.-— And goodly well adommue^ &c.] And propolf oefe- 
bnto the qnalitiei that haye been fo well tried. 
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For many labours more than I have fixmdy 
This, that in safetie now I have you seene. 
And meane ^ of your deliverance have beene : 
Henceforth, fiure Lady, comfort to you take, 
And put away remembrance of late teene^ ; 
Insted thereof, know that your loving Make ^ 

Hath no lesse griefe endured for your gentle sake.'' 
XLI. 
She much was cheard to hear him menticmd} 
Whom of all livmg wightes she loved best* 
Then laid the noble Championesse strong bond 
Upon th' Enchaunter which had her distrest 
So sore, and with foule outrages opprest : 
With that great chaine, wherewith not long ygoe 
/ He bound that pitteous Lady prisoner now relest, 
I£mselfe she bound, more worthy to be so. 

And captive with her ledio^iuUihudiieASU lUld^woI 
XLIl. 
Returning back, those goodly rowmes, which erst^ 
She saw so rich and royally arayd, 
Now vanisht utterly and cleane subverst 
She found, and all their glory quite decayd ; 
That sight of such a chaunge her much dismayd. 
Thence forth descending to that perlous* porch, 
Those dreadfiiU flames she also found delayd^ 



' Meane, means, or instrument. * Erst, before. 

■ TeetUf sorrow. • PerUmSf perilous. 

' Make, companion, or lover. * Ddayd, removed. 



XLI. 7. — Lady prisoner. '\ " Prisoner " is supposed by some of Spen- 
ser's editors to have crept in by accident or mistake of the printer, as 
the line, as it now reads, has twelve syllables. 
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And quenched quite like a comqiped toro h» 
That ent^ all eDtnes woot so crueDy to scoich. 
XLIII. 
More easie iasew now then^ entrance late 
She found ; fcr now that fained-dreadfiiU ^ flame. 
Which chokt the poioh of that eochaunted gala 
And passage hard to all that thither came, 
Was vanisht quite, as it were not the same, 
And gave her leave at pleasure forth to passe. 
Th' Enchaunter selfe, which all that fraud dd 

frame 
To have efEbret the love of that faire Lasse, 
Seeing his worke now wasted, deepe engrieved was. 
XLIV. 
But when the Victoresse arrived there 
Where late she left the pensife Scudamore 
With her own trusty Squire, both full of feare, 
Neither of them she found where she them lore^: 
Threat her noble hart was stonisht sore ; 
But most faire Amoret, whose gentle spright 
Now gan to feede oh hope, which she before 
Conceived had, to see her own deare Knight, 
Being thereof beguyld, was fild with new affiio^t 
XLV. 
But he, sad man, when he had long m drede 
Awayted there for Britomarts retume, 
Yet saw her not, nor signe of her good speed, 
His expectation to despaire did tume. 
Misdeeming ^ sure that her those ikmes did bume; 
And therefore gan advize with her old Squire, 



> Erj<, before. * 7%ati,thaii. * Foinefe-irM^^, appanntly dieadfia. 
* Lor§, left. * Misdemningf jvLdging wrongly. 
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Who her deare nounlHigs lone no lease did maam&f 
Thence to depart far further aide t' enquire: 
Where let them wend ^ at will, wfailest here I doe reipirB. ^^ 

> IfMyfO. 



When Spenter printed hit fint thiee books of the Fterie Qneene, 
the two loTcn, Sir Soudamoie and Amorety haTe a happy meetiiig; 
bat afierwardi, when he printed the fourth, fifth, and sixth books, he 
reprinted likewise the three first books ; and, among other alterations 
of the lesser kind, he left ont the five last stanzas, and made three new 
stanzas, viz. Mare easie issew now^ du:. By these alterations this third 
book not only connects better with the fourth, but the reader is kept 
in that aospense which is necessary in a well-told story. The stanzas 
which are mentioned above, as omitted in the second edition, and 
printed in the first, are the following : — 

XLin. 
At last she came unto the place, where late 
She left Sir Scadamonr in great distresse, 
Twixt doloar and despight half desperate, 
Of bis loues saccour, of his owne redresse, 
And of the bardie* Britomarts successe: 
There on the cold earth him now thrown she found, 
In wilful anguish, and dead heavinesse, 
And to him cald ; whose voices knowen sound 
Scone as he heard, himself he reared light iVom groimd. 
XLIV. 
There did he see, that most on Earth him ioyd, 
His dearest loue, the comfort of his dayes, 
Whose too long absence him had sore annoyd, 
And wearied his life with doll delayes : 
Straight he upstarted from the loathed layes,' 
And to her ran with hasty eagemesse, 
like as a deare, that greedily embayes' 

> Hardie, bold. > •^oyw, lea, gnmnd. > Embayu, batbss. 
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In the oool Mile, tfter Umg thi n t ii wwe , 

Which he in chtce endoreth hath, now nigh hietlfaleiee. 
XLV. 
Lightly he clipt> her twizt hie ennSi twiine, 
And etreightly ' did embrace her bod^ bright. 
Her body, late the pnaon of sad peine, 
Now the sweet lodge of loue and dear ddight: 
But the fiure lady, overcommen qoigfat 
Of huge afiection, did in pleasure melt. 
And in sweet ravishment poord out her spright 
No word they spake, nor earthly thing they felt, 

But like two senceless stocks in long embracements dwdt 
XLVL 
Had ye them seene, ye would have surely thought 
That they had been that faire hermaphrodite, 
Which that rich Roman of white marble wrought. 
And in his costly bath caused to be site.' 
So seemd thoee two, as growne together quite ; 
Tiiat Britomart, halfe enuying their blesse. 
Was much empassiond in her gentle sprite. 
And to her selfe oft wisbt like happinesse: 

In yaine she wisht, that fate n*ould^ let her yet poeoosee. 
XLvn. 
Thus doe those loners with sweet counteruayle,* 
Each other of loues bitter fruit despoile. 
But now my teme begins to faint and fayle, 
All woxen weary of their ioumall* toyle; 
Therefore I will their sweatie yokes assoyle^ 
At this same fiirrowes end, till a new day : 
And ye, fair swayns, after your long turmoyle. 
Now cease your worke, and at your pleasure play ; 

Now cease your work ; to-morrow is an holy day. 

> Clipi, euhnced. • Coim<eriMiy2e, countervail, ialefcliaflgv. 

> Strdghtfy, doMly. • loumaU, daily. 

* Site, pliced. 7 AjuoyU, loosen, releete. 

4 N*cMf woald not 



XLVl.i.<»CM(fyi(alA.] This statue wtsfoottd in the bmthf of DiodeCtaa. 
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THE FOURTH BOOKE 



THE FAERIE QUEENE 

COITTATHIHO 

THE LEGEND OF OAMBEL AND TRIAMOND, OB 
FRIENDSHIP. 



J. HE rugged forfaead, that with grave foresight 
Welds ^ kingdomes causes and affidres of state, 
My looser rimes, I wote,* doth sharply wite^ 
For praising love as I have done of late, 
And magnifying lovers deare debate ; 
By which fraile youth is oft to follie led, 
Through fidse allurement of that pleasing baite, 
That better were in vertues discipled,* 
Then ^ with vame poemes weeds to have their fimcies fed. 

II. 
Such ones ill iudge of love, that cannot love, 
Ne in their frosen hearts feele kindly flame : 

> Wdds^ynelda. * Wote, know. ' IFtteyUune. 

* DiseipUd, disciplined. * Then, than. 



1. 1. — Th* rugged forhead.] The lord treasurer Borleigh is nip- 
powd to be ^ the nigged forhead *' here mentioned. 
J. 9. — Wttds."] Here used for something noxious or useless. 
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FcHTthy ^ they ought not thing unknowne reprove^ 

Ne naturall afikction fiuiltlesse blame 

For fault of few that have abusd the same : 

For it of honor and all virtue is 

The roote, and brings fi»A glmous flowres of fiune, 

That ciowne tnie lovers with immortaU Uis, 

The meed of them that love, and do not live amisse. 

III. 
Which whoso list looke backe to fi>rmer ages, 
And call to count the things that then were donne, 
Shall find that all the workes of those wise sages, 
And brave explmts which great h^Des wonne, 
In love were either ended or begunne : 
Witnesse the Father of Philosophie, 
Which to his Critias, shaded oft firom sunne, 
Of love fuU manie lessons did apply, 

The which these Stoicke censours cannot well deny. 

IV. 
To such therefore I do not smg at all ; 
But to that sacred Saint my soveraigne Queene, 
In whose chast brest all bountie^ naturall 
And treasures of true love enlocked ^ beene, 
Bove all her sexe that ever yet was seene ; 
To her I sing of love, that loveth best, 
And best is lov'd of all alive I weene ; 
To her this song most fidy is addrest, [blest. 

The Queene of love, and Prince of peace fix)m heaven 

V. 
Which that she may the better deigne to heare, 

> Foriky, therefore. • Baimtiey generodty. 

> Enheked, enoloted, contained. 

m. 6.-^ Father of PhihiopkU,^ Soontet. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Do tbou, dred Infimt, Venus deaiiing dovey 
From her hi^ spirit chase imperious feaie^ 
And use of awfiill maiesde remove: 
Insted thereof with drops of meitbg love, 
Deawd with ambrosiall kisses, by thee gotten 
From thy sweete-smyling Mother from above, 
Sprinckle her heart, and haughtie courage soften, 
That she may hearice to love, and reade this lesscm often. 

V. 3. — Imperiau$ feare,} " Feaie " here means that which inipiief 
fear in othen. 

y. 5. — With drcpf of melting love, Sui.] Hiis language has an odd 
sound when we reooUeot that Queen Elisabeth, when this p(»tioii of 
the poem was pnblished, was over sixty yean okL 
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CANTO I. 

Fajre Britomart saves Anioret: 

Duessa discord breedes 
Twixt Scudamour and Blandamour : 

Their fight and warlike deedes. 

I. 
Or lovers sad calamities of old 
Full many piteous stories doe remame, 
But none more piteous ever was ytold 
Then ^ that of Amorets hart-binding chaine. 
And this of Florimels unworthie paine : 
The deare compassion of whose bitter fit* 
My sofined heart so sorely doth constraine, 
That I with teares full oft doe pittie it, 
And oftentimes doe wish it never had bene writ. 
II. 
For, firom the time that Scudamour her bought' 
In perilous fight, she never ioyed day ; 
A perilous fight ! when he with force her brou^ 
From twentie Knights that did him all assay ^ ; 
Yet fairely well he did them all dismay,* 
And with great glorie both the Shield of Love 
And eke the Ladie selfe he brought away ; 

1 VUhj than. * JVt, affliction. ' Baugktf won. 

* Assay, iMail. * Dismay, fubdae. 



II. 3. — A perilous fight.] Of the manner in which Scudamore won 
Amoret, we are informed hereafter, in the tenth canto of this book. 
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Whom having wedded, as did him behove, 
A new unknowen mischiefe did fixmi him remove. 

m. 
For that same vile Elnchauntour Busyran, 
The v^ selfe same day that she was wedded, 
Amidst the bridale feast, whilest every man 
Surcharg'd ^ with wine were heedlesse and ill-hedded,* 
All bent to mirth before the Bride was bedded. 
Brought in that Mask of Love which late was sbowen ; 
And there the Ladie ill of friends bestedded,^ 
By way of sport, as oft in Maskes is knowen. 
Conveyed qiute away to livmg wight unknowen* 

IV. 
Seven moneths he so her kept in bitter smart. 
Because his sinfiill lust she would not serve, 
Untill such time as noble Britomart 
Released her, that else was like to sterve ^ 
Through cruell knife that her deare heart did kerve^: 
And now she is with her upon the way 
Marching in lovely wise, that could deserve 
No spot of blame, though spite did oft assay 
To blot her with dishonor of so fiiire a pray. 

V. 
Tet should it be a pleasant tale, to tell 
The diverse usage, and deraeanure daint,^ 

' Sureharg*df OTcrburdened. * StervCf starye, die. 

' lUrkeddedy diitnrbed in head. * Kerve, carve, pierce. 

' Besteddedj attended. ' Demeanure dainty delicate conduct. 



III. 6. — Which laU was shoioen.] In the last canto of the third 
book. 

IV. 9. — To blot her, dwj.] * To impute to her a dishonorable con- 
nection with her fair charge.* Britomart, it will be remembered, wif 
supposed to be a man. 
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That each to other made, as oft befell : 
For Amoret right fearefiill was and faint 
Lest she with blame her honor should attaint, 
That everie word did tremble as she spake, 
And everie looke was coy and wondrous quaint/ 
And everie limbe that touched her did quake ; 

Yet could she not but curteous countenance to her make. 

VI. 
For well she wist,' as true it was indeed. 
That her live's lord and patrone of her health 
Right well deserved, as hb duefiill meed. 
Her love, her service, and her utmost wealth : 
All is his iusdy that all freely deal'th.^ 
Nathlesse her honor dearer then ^ her life 
She sought to save, as thing reserv'd from stealth ; 
Die had she lever ^ with Enchanters knife 

Then ^ to be felse in love, profest a virgine wife. 

VII. 
Thereto^ her feare was made so much the greater 
Through fine abusion '^ of that Briton Mayd ; 
Who, for to hide her fiuned sex the better 
And maske her wounded mind, both did and sayd 
Full many things so doubtAiU to be wayd,^ 

* Quaint, nice, coy. ' Lever , rmther. 

* Wi$t, knew. * TherelOfhenideB. 

' DeaVtkf bestoweth. ^ Fime abusionf canning friod. 

* Then, than. ' f9^*iyd, weighed, undenrtood. 



y. 9. — Curteous etnmtemmee to her make.'] Behare to her in a 
conrteons manner. 
VI. 2. — Live's lord.] Reacoer from death. 

VI. 2. — Patrone of her health.] Peraon to whom her welftra and 
happineaa were owing. 

VII. 4. — Wounded mind.] Wounded ; that ia, with love for Ardie- 
gaU. 
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That well she wist^ not what by them to gesse: 
For otherwhiles to her she purpos ^ made 
Of lore, and otherwhiles of lustfulnesse^ 

That much she feard his mind would grow to some excesse. 

Vlll. 
His will she feard ; for him she surely thought 
To be a man, such as indeed he seemed ; 
And much the more, by that he lately wrought, 
When her fiom deadly thraldome he redeemed. 
For which no service she too much esteemed : 
Yet dread of shame and doubt ^ of fowle dishonor 
Made her not yeeld so much as due shee deemed. 
Yet Britomart attended duly on her, 

As well became a Knight, and did to h^ all honor. 

IX. 
It so befell one evening that they came 
Unto a Castell, lodged there to bee, 
Where many a Knight, and many a lovely Dame^ 
Was then assembled deeds of armes to see : 
Amongst all which was none more faire then^ shee, 
That many of them mov'd to eye her sore. 
The custome of that place was such, that hee, 
Which had no Love nor Lemman there in store. 

Should either winne him one, or lye without the dore. 

X. 
Amongst the rest there was a iolly Knight, 
Who, being asked for his love, avoVd 
That fairest Amoret was his by right. 
And offied that to iustifie alowd. 
The warlike Virgme, seemg his so prowd 
And boastiiill chalenge, wexed inlie wroth, 

> mat, knew. ' Daubty fenr. 

' Purposj eonyenation. * 7%«]», than. 

VOL. u. 37 
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But tar the present did her anger shrowd ; 
And sayd, her Love to lose she was fiill loth. 

But either he should neither of them have, or both. 

XI. 
So foorth they went, and both together giusted^ ; 
But that same younker ' socme was ovothiowne. 
And made repent that he had rashly lusted 
FcMT thing unlawfuU that was not his owne : 
Yet since he seemed valiant, though unknowne. 
She, that no lesse was courteous then ^ stout,^ 
Cast how to salve, that both the custome showne* 
Were kept, and yet that Knight not locked out ; 

That seem'd fiill hard t' accord two thmgs so &r in dout 

XII. 
The seneschall was caFd to deeme ^ the ri^t ; 
Whom she requir'd, that first fayre Amoret 
Might be to her allow'd, as to a Knight 
That did her win and bee from chalenge set : 
Which straight to her was yeelded without let ^ : 
Then, smce that strange Knights Love iiom him was 

quilted,® 
She claim'd that to horselfe, as Ladies det * 
He as a Knight might iustly be admitted ; 

So none should be out shut, sith ^® aU of Loves weie fitted.^ 

> Ovusted, jousted, ran a coone * Deeme, judge, 

with ipean. '' Let^ hinderanoe. 

* YmmkerjjovLth. ' Qvitted, taken. 
' TkeHy than. * Det, debt 

« Stout, hraye. >* Sith, aince. 

* Shatnu, proclaimed. *^ Fitted of, supplied with. 



XI. 7. — Cast how to satoe.l Cast in her mind how to contrive. 

XI. 9. — So far in dout.^ So difficult 

XII. l. — Senetckail.^ The houMhold steward, or master of the 
eeremonies. 
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xin. 
With that, her glistring helmet she unlaced ; 
Which doft,^ her golden lockes, that were upbound 
Still in a knot, unto her heeles downe traced, 
And like a silken veile in compasse round 
About her backe and all her bodie wound : 
Like as the shining skie in summers night. 
What time the dayes with scorching heat abound. 
Is creasted ^ all with lines of fine light. 

That it prodigious seemes in common peoples sight. 

XIV. 
Such when those Knights and Ladies all about 
Beheld her, all were with amazement smit, 
And every one gan grow in secret dout 
Of this and that, according to each wit : 
Some thought that some enchantment iaygned it ; 
Some, that Bellona in that wariike wise 
To them appear'd, with shield and armour fit ; 
Some, that it was a maske of strange disguise : 

So diversely each one did sundrie doubts devise. 

XV. 
But that young Knight, which through her gentle deed. 
Was to that goodly feUowship restored. 
Ten thousand thankes did yeeld her for her meed, 
And, doubly overcommen, her ador'd : 
So did they all their former strife accord ^ ; 
And eke fayre Amoret, now freed firom feare. 
More fiunke affection did to her afford ; 

* Dqftf taken off. * Creatted, crested, tufted. > Aceordy compow. 



XIII. 8.— WUh Uius of fine Ught.^ Thii is a deicriptkm of thi 
Aurora Borealis. 

XV. 4. — Doubly overcommen.] Overcome by her yalor and hn 
generoiity. 
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And to ber bed, which she was wont fi)rbearey 
Now freely drew, and finind right safe assurance theiie: 

XVI. 
Where all that night they of their loves did treaty^ 
And hard adventures, twixt themselves al<xie, 
That each the other gan with passion great 
And griefuU ^ pittie privately bemone. 
The tnonow next, so soone as Titan shone. 
They both uprose and to their waies them dight': 
Long wandred they, yet nevw met with none 
That to their willes could th«n direct aright. 
Or to them tydmgs tdl that mote their harts ddight. 

XVII. 
Lo thus they rode, till at the last thqr spide 
Two armed Knights that toward them did pace, 
And ech c^ them had ryding by hb side 
A Ladie, seeming m so ferre a space ; 
But Ladies none they were, albee ^ in face 
And outward shew faire semblance they did beare ; 
For under maske of beautie and good grace 
Vile treason and fowle fidshood hidden were. 
That mote to none but to the wane wise appeare. 
XVin. 
The one of them the &lse EhMHLhight,^ 

' Treat, discoune. * Athee, although. 

• Qritfidl, grief-fhU. • JBTi^, caUed. 

' Digkt, prepared. 



XYI. 6.— ' Ttketr toaieg tktm digki.] Ptepaied themselvea for their 
journey. 

XVlI. 4.^8etming tti so faurt « ipoce.] Appearing to be at to 
great a distance. 

XVni. 1. — Duessa.] Dneisa appean from the eighth canto of the 
firrtbook. 
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That DOW had chang'd her former wonted hew; 
For she could d'on ^ so manie shapes in sight, 
As ever could <58Rniibn colours new ; 
So could she fi>rge all colours, save the trew: 
The other no whit better was then ^ shee, 
y But that, such as she was, she plaine did shew ; 
I Yet otherwise much worse, if worse might bee, 
I And dayly nK>re offensive unto each degree: 
XIX. 
Her name waa^te, mother of debate^ 
And all dissendon which doth dayly grow 
Amongst fraile men, that many a publike state 
And many a private oft doth overthrow. 
Her false Duessa, who iuU well did know 
To be most fit to trouble noble Knights 
Which hunt ibr honor, raised fifom below 
Out of the dwellings of the damned sprights. 
Where she in darknes wastes her cursed daies and nights. 
XX. 
Hard by the gates of hell her dwelling is ; 
There, whereas all the plagues and harmes abound 
Which punish wicked men that walke amisse : 
It is a daiksome delve ^ bne under ground. 
With thomes and barren brakes environd round, 
That none the same may easily out win ^ ; 
Yet many waies to enter may be found. 
But none to issue forth when one is in : 
For discord harder is to end then^ to begin. 

> D*onj do on, put on. * Then, than. ' DehaU, itrife. 
^ Ddve, caye. * Out torn, get out. 



XVIII. 9. — Unto each degree.] To every condition; to penoni of 
aUiorU. 
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XXI. 

And all within, the riven walls were hung 
With ragged monuments of times fcrepast,^ 
All which the sad effects of discord sung : 
There were rent robes and broken scepters {dast* ; 
Altars defyld, and holy thbgs deiast ; 
Disshivered speares and shields ytome b twaine ; 
Great cides ransackt, and strong castles rast ' ; 
Nations captived, and huge armies slaine : 

Of all which mines there some relicks did remame. 
XXII. 
There was the signe ^ of antique Babylon ; 
Of iatall Thebes ; of Rome that raigned long ; 
Of sacred Salem ; and sad Ilion, 
For memorie of which on high there bong 
The Golden Apple, cause of all their wrong, 
For which the three faire goddesses did strive : 
There also was the name of Nimrod strong ; 
Of Alexander, and his princes five 

Which shar'd to them the spoOes that he had got alive : 
XXIII. 
And there the relicks of the drunken fray, 
The which amongst the Lepithees befeU ; 
And of the bloodie feast, which sent away 
So many Centaures drunken soules to heU, 

> Fortipagtf gone by. ' Rutj raxed. 

' PUutf placed. < Signe^ picture, representation. 



XXII. 8. — His princes five.'] These five princes, according to Upton, 
were Cassander, Lystniachus, Ptolemy, Seleucos, and Antigonns. 

XXIII. S. — Cftke bloodie feast.] A quarrel between the Centaurs 
and Lapithfl9 arose at the wedding of one of the latter; Pirithous and 
many of the Centaurs were slain. Hercules was one of the Lap- 
ith«. 
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That under great Alcides fiirie fell : 
And of the dreadfull discord, which did drive 
The noble Argonauts to outrage fell, 
That each of life sought others to deprive, 

AU mindlesse of the Golden Fleece, which made them strive. 
XXIV. 
And eke of private persons many moe,^ 
That were too long a woike to count them all ; 
Some, of swome friends that did their faith ibrgoe ; 
Some, of borne brethren prov'd unnaturall ; 
Some, of deare lovers foes perpetuaU : 
Witnesse their broken bandes there to be seene, 
Their girlonds rent, their bowres* despoyled all ; 
The nooniments whereof there byding beene,^ 

As plaine as at the first when they were firesh and greene. 

XXV. 
Such was her House within ; but all without, 
The barren ground was fiill of wicked wecdes, 
Which she herselfe had sowen all about. 
Now growen great, at first of little seedes, 
The seedes of evill wordes and factious deedes ; 
Which, when to ripenesse due they growen arre, 
Bring forth an infinite increase that breedes 
Tumultuous trouble, and contentious iarre,^ 

The which most often end in bloudshed and in wane. 
XXVI. 
And those same cursed seedes doe also serve 
To her for bread, and yeeld her living food : 
For life it is to her, when others sterve * 

^ Motf more. < Jarref jar. 

' BawreSf chamben, dwellingrg. • Stervef atarye, die. 

' Byding beene, are remaining. 
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Through mischievous debate ^ and deadly feood,* 
That she may sucke their life and drinke their blood. 
With whk^h she from h&t childhood had bene fed: 
FcMT she at first was borne of hellish brood. 
And by infemaU Furies nourished ; 

That by her mcHistrous shape might easily be red.' 
XXVn. 
Her bee most fowle and filthy was to see, 
With squinted eyes oontritrie wayes intended,^ 
And loathly ^ mouth, unmeete a mouth to bee. 
That nought but gall and venim comjupeheoded,^ 
And wicked wordes that God and man ofiended : 
Her lying tongue was in two parts divided, 
And both the parts did speake, and both contended; 
And as her tCMigue so was her hart discided,^ 

That never thoght one thing, but doubly stil was guided, 
xxvin. 
Als ^ as she double spake, so heard she double. 
With matchlesse ^ eares deformed and distort, 
Fild with &lse nimors and seditbus trouble. 
Bred in assemblies of the vulgar sort, 
That still are led with every light repcHt 
And as her eares, so eke her feet were odde. 
And much unlike ; th' one long, the other slKMrt, 
And both misplast ^® ; that, when th' one forward yode,^^ 

The other backe retired and contrarie trode. 
XXIX. 
likewise unequall were her handes twame ; 

1 Debate^ itrife. 7 Disddedj cleft in two. 

* Feoody fead. • jSls, also. 

' Redy perceiyed. * Matchlesse, not matched. 

* Intended, directed. >^ Misplast, misplaced. 

* Loathly, loathsome. " Yode, went. 
' Comprehended, conUanied. 
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That (Hie did reach, the other pqsbt away ; 
That one did make, the other miurd agaiae, 
And sought to brisg all things unto decay ; 
Whereby great riches gathered manie a d^y, 
She m short space did often bring to nought, 
And their possessours often did dismay ^ : 
/ For all her studie was and all her thought 
/ How she might overthrow the things that C< mic^ yrought 

So much her malice did her might surpas, 
That even th' Ahnigbtie.selfe she did maligne, 
Because to man so meiciliill be was, 
And unto all his creatures so benigne, 
Sith ^ she herselfe was of his grace indigne ^ : 
For all this worlds faire workmanship she tride 
Unto his last confusicm to bring, 
/ And tl^at great gdden ^haine quite to divide, 
' /With which it blessed Ccmcord hath together tide* 

XXXI. 
Such was that Hag, which with Duessa roade ; 
And, servmg her in her malltious use ^ 
To hurt good Knights, was, as it were, her baude 
To sell her borrowed beautie to abuse : 
For though, like withered tree that wanteth iuyce. 
She old and crooked were, yet now of late 
As fresh and fragrant as the floure-deluce ^ 
She was become, by chaunge of her estate. 
And made fiill goodly ioyance to her new-found mate : 
XXXII. 
Her mate,® he was a ioUie*' youthfuU Knight 

> Dismay, ruin. • Sith, mnce. • Jndignty unworthy. 

* U9€, habit, custom. » Floure-deluee, the iris, (JUur de K>, Fr.) 

* MaUf companion. ^ JoUie, handsome. 
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That bore great sway in annes and chivaliiey 
And was indeed a man of mickle ^ might ; 
Hb name was Bkmimmu^ that did descrie* 
His fickle mind fiill of inconstancie : 
And now himselfe he fitted had right wdl 
With two companions of like qualide, 
Faithlesse Duessa, and false PuMeU, 
That whether were more false, iiiU hard it is to telL 

XXXIII. 
Now when this gallant with hb goodly crew 
From farre espide the famous Britomart, 
Like Knight adventurous in outward yew. 
With his faire paragon,^ his conquests part, 
Approching nigh ; eftsoones^ his wanton hart 
Was tickled with delight, and iesting sayd ; 
^' Lo ! there, Sir Paridel, for your desart, 
Good lucke presents you with yond ^ lovely Mayd, 
For pitie that ye want a fellow for your ayd." 

XXXIV. 
By that the lovely paire drew nigh to hond : 
Whom whenas Paridel more plaine beheld, 
Albee ^ in heart he like affection f(»id,^ 

> Mickle, much. * Yond, yonder. 

' Descrie, discoyer. ' Albee, although. 

' Paragon, companion. ^ Fond, found, felt 
< Eftsoones, immediately. 



XXXII. 4. — Btandamowr.'l Thia name means b, JlatUring lover. 
Upton conjectures that he represents the Earl of Northumberland, 
who was associated with the Earl of Westmoreland (who, according 
to the same authority, is the prototype of Paridell) in a rebellion 
against Queen Elizabeth. 

XXXIII. 8.— Good lucke, dbc.] <Oood luck presents you with 
yonder loyely maid, in pity upon you, because you want a companion 
to aid you.' 
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Yet mindfiiU how he late by one was feld ^ 

That did those armes and that same scutchbn ^ weld,' 

He had small lust ^ to buy hb Love so deare, 

But answered ; '^ Sir, him wise I nev^ held. 

That, having once escaped perill neare, 

Would afterwards afiresh the sleeping evill reare.^ 
XXXV. 
" This Ejiight too late hb manhood and hb might 
I did assay, that me right dearely cost ; 
Ne list I fcMT revenge provoke new fight, 
Ne for light Ladies Love, that soone b lost" 
rru^ ^-1^p"Tn jrriufr so scorning to be crost, 
'^ Take then to you thb Dame of mme," quoth hee, 
" And I, without your perill or your cost, 
Will chalenge * yond same other for my fee." ^ 

So forth he fiercely prickt, that one him scarce could see. 
XXXVI. 
The warlike Britonesse her soone addrest, 
And with such uncouth ^ welcome did receave 
Her fayned paramour, her forced guest, 
That, being forst hb saddle soone to leave, 

^ Fdd, thrown down. * Reare, rouae. 

' SeuUhionf device on the ihield. * Chalengty claim. 

• Wddf wield, bear. ^ F««, property. 

* iMStf desire. * Uneouthf ugly. 



XXXrV. b. — Same seutekion.] See book III. canto I. stanza IV. 

XXXV. 5. — T%e hot'spurre youth.'] Blandamour. This epithet is 
one of Uie reasons which leads Upton to think that the Earl of North- 
umberland is meant by Blandamour, Hotspur being the name given to 
young Percy in the reign of Henry IV., as every reader of Shakspeare 
knows. 

XXXVI. 3. — Her fayned paramour y &c.] * Her (that is Amoret's) 
feigned lover, or who wt>uld feign be her lover, and who would force 
himself upon her as her guest or companion.' 
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Himselfe he did of his new Love doceave ^ ; 
And made himselfe th' ensample of his feUie. 
Which done, she passed forth, not taking leave, 
And left hkn now as sad as whilome* iollie, 
WeU warned to beware with whom he dar'd to daOie.* 
XXXVII. 
Which when hb other companie bdield, 
They to his succour ran with readie ayd ; 
And, finding him unable once to weld, 
They reared him on horse-backe and upstayd. 
Till on his way they had him forth convayd : 
And all the way, with wmidrous griefe of mynd 
,' And shame, he shewd himselfe to be dismayd ^ 
; Mcnre for the Love which he had left behynd, 
rThen ^ that which he had to Sir Paridell resynd. 
XXXVIII. 
Nathlesse he forth did march, well as he might, 
And made good semblance^ to his companie. 
Dissembling his disease and evill plight ; 
Till that ere long they chaunced to espie 
Two other Knights, that towards them did jdy "^ 
With speedie course, as bent to charge them new : 
Whom whenas Blandamour approching nie 
Perceiv'd to be such as they seemd in vew, 
He was full wo,^ and gan bb fomier griefe renew. 
XXXIX. 
For th' one of them he perfecdy descride 

> DeuaWf cauie to fkil. * Then, than. 

' WhUoTMy formerly. * Semhlanety seeming, appemsce. 

' DaUie, daUy, trifle. ' Ply, move, come. 

* Dismaydf grieyed. * Wo, sad. 



XXX VII. 3.— Once to wdd.'] Immediately to wield, or rapport 
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To be Sir Sgyjlantt^r 07 ^^ ^ ^^'^^ ^ 

The god of Love with wings displayed wide») 
Whom mortally he hated eyennore. 
Both for his worth, that all tnen did adore, 
And eke because his Love he wonne by right : 
Which when he thought, it grieved him full boib, 
That, through the bruses of his former 6ght, 

He now unable was to wreake his own despight 

XL. 
Forthy ^ he thus to Paridell bespake ; 
" Faire Sir, of friradship let me now you pray, 
That as I late adventured for your sake. 
The hurts whereof me now from battell stay. 
Ye will me now with like good tume repay. 
And iustifie my cause on yonder Knight." 
« Ah ! Sir," said Paridell, « do not dismay » 
Yourselfe for this ; myselfe will for you fight. 

As ye have done for me : The leh hand rubs the right" 
XLI. 
With that he put his spuires unto his steed, 
With speare in rest, and toward him did fere, 
Like shaft out of a bow jMreventing ^ speed. 
But Scudamour was shortly wdl aware 
Of his approch, and gan himselfe prepare 

> Forthf^ therefore. * Dismay, diiquiet 

* Preventing, coming before, torptiiiiig. 



XXXIX. ^.— T%e god of Love.] See book III. canto XI. itansa 
VII. The name of Seudamore comes from the Italian Scudo d*Amore, 
(■hield of love.) Todd states that there was a family of that name 
which had the armorial bearings described in the text, and from which 
they derived their name. 

XL. 9. — 7%t J^ hand rvbs the right.] A proveibial txjfteaeion 
equivalent to *^ One good turn deserves another." 

VOL. 11. 38 
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Him to rec^ve with eatertamment meete. 
So fiiriously they met, that either bare 
The other downe under their horses feete, 
That what of them became themselves did scardy weete.^ 

As wheD two billowes in the Irish sowndes, 

Forcibly driven with contrarie tydes, 

Do meete together, each abacke rebowndes 

With roaring rage ; and dashing on all sides, 

That filleth all the sea with fome, divydes 

The doubtfull cuirent into divers wayes : 

So fell tliose two in spight of both their prydes ; 

But Scudamour himselfe did soone uprayse, 

And, mounting light, his foe for lying long upbrayes*: 
XLIII. 
Who, rolled on an heape, lay still in swound 
All carelesse of his taunt and bitter rayle ' ; 
Till that the rest him seeing lie on ground 
Ran hastily, to weete ^ what did him ayle : 
Where finding that the breath gan him to fiiyle, 
With busie care they strove him to awake, 
And doft^ his helmet, and undid his mayle: 
So much they did, that at the last they brake 

His slomber, yet so mazed ^ that he nothing spake. 
XLIV. 
Which whenas Blandamour beheld, he sayd ; 
" False faitour ^ Scudamour, that hast by slight^ 
And foule advantage this good Knight dismayd,* 

1 WeeUf know. * Mazed, amazed, confonndad. 

* Vphrayesy upbraids. * Faitaur, villain. 

' AiyZe, railing. 7 Slight, sleight. 

« Dqftj took off. ' Dismayd, subdned. 
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A Knight much better than thyselfe behight,^ 
: Well falles it thee that I am not in plight 
iThis day, to wreake the dammage by thee donne ! 
Such is thy wont, that still when any Knight 
Is weakned, then thou doest him ovenonne ^ : 

So hast thou to thyselfe ialse honour often wcmne." 
XLV. 
He little answer'd, but in manly hart 
His mightie mdignation did forbeare ; 
Which was not yet so secret, but some part 
Thereof did in his fiouning face appeare : 
Like as a gloomie cloud, the which doth beare 
An hideous storme, is by the northeme blast 
Quite overblowne, yet doth not passe so cleare 
But that it all the side doth overcast 

With daiknes dred, and threatens all the woild to wast.' 
XLVL 
" Ah ! gentle Knight," then false Duessa sayd, 
" Why do ye strive for Ladies love so sore. 
Whose chiefe desire is love and friendly aid 
Mongst gentle Knights to nourish evermore ! 
Ne be ye wroth, Sir Scudamour, therefore. 
That she your Love list love another Knight, 
Ne do yourselfe dislike a whit the more ; 
For love is free, and led with selfe-delight, 

Ne will enforced be with ipaisterdome * or might." 

> Behight, called, eeteemed. ^ Watt, waste, desolate. 

• Overratmey trample upon, subdue. * Maisterdome, supenoritjr. 



XLI V. 5. — WeUfaUes U thee.l It is well for you. 
XLVI. \,^Ah! gentle Knight, dtc.] This is addressed to Blanda- 
mour. 
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XLVTI. 

So false DiMasa: but.vile Ati thus; 

'' Both iboUBh Knig^ I can but laugh at both^ 

That strive and stoime with stirre outrageous 

For her^ that each of jou alike doth loth. 

And lores another, with whom now she go'th 

In lovely wise, and sleepes, and sports, and playes ; 

Whilest both you here with many a cursed oth 

Sweare she is yours, and stirre up bloudie firayes. 

To win a willow bough, whilest other weares the bayes.^ 
XLVIll. 
" Vile Hag," sayd Scudamour, " why dost thou lye, 
And ialsly seekst a virtuous wight to shame ? " 
<< Fond ' Knight," sayd she, '' the thing that with thb eye 
I saw, why should I doubt to tell the same ? " 
<' Then tell," quoth Blandamour, " and feare no blame ; 
Tell what thou saw'st, maulgre ^ whoso it heares." 
<^ I saw," quoth she, <^ a straunger Knight, whose name 
I wote ^ not well, but m his shield he beares 

(That well I wote ^) the heads of many brdcen speares ; 
XLIX. 
'^ I saw him have your Amoret at will ; 
I saw him kisse ; I saw him her embrace ; 
1 saw him sleepe with her all night his fill ; 
All, manie nights ; and manie by in place 
That present were to testifie the case." 
Which whenas Scudamour did heare, his heart 
Was thrild ^ with inward griefe : As when in chace 
The Parthian strikes a stag with shivering* dart. 

The beast astonisht stands in middest of his smart; 

* BayeSf Uurels. « Wote, know. 

* Fandf fooliih. » Thrildf pierced. 

* MoMlgrtf in spite of, I care not * Shivering ^ qoiTering. 
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L. 

So Stood Sir Scudamour when this he heard, 
Ne word he had to speake for great dismay, 
But lookt on Glance grim, who woxe afeard ^ 
Of outrage for the words which she heard say, 
Albee^ untrue she wist^ them by assay.^ 
But Blandamour, whenas he did espie 
His chaunge of cheere that anguish did bewray, 
He woxe fiill blithe, as ^ he had got ^ thereby, 

And gan thereat to triumph without victorie. 

LI. 
'^ Lo ! recreant," sayd he, <' the fruitlesse end 
Of thy vaine boast, and spoile of love misgotten. 
Whereby the name of knight-hood thou dost shend,'' 
And all true lovers with dishonor blotten : 
All things not rooted well will soone be rotten." 
" Fy, fy, felse Knight," then false Duessa ciyde, 
" Unworthy life, that love with guile hast gotten ; 
Be thou, wherever thou do go or ryde. 

Loathed of Ladies all, and of all Knights defyde ! " 

LII. 
But Scudamour, for passmg great despight. 
Staid not to answer ; scarcely did refraine 
But that in all those Knights and Ladies sight 
He for revenge had guiltlesse Glauce slame : 
But, being past, he thus began amaine ^ ; 
" False traitour Squire, false Squire of falsest Knight, 
Why doth mine hand fix)m thine avenge abstaine, 
Whose lord hath done my love this foule despight ! 

Why do I not it wreake on thee now in my might ! 

> Woxe afeardf grew afraid. ^ Jsy as if. 

* Jilbeey although. * Oot^ gained. 

■ Wistf knew. ' Shendf disgrace. 

^ Jissay, experience, knowledge. * Amaine, violently. 
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LHI. 
'' Discourteous, disloyall ^ Britomart, 
Untrue to God, and unto man uniust! 
What vengeance due can equall thy desart, 
That hast with shamefull spot of sinfiill lust 
DefiI'd the pledge committed to thy trust ! 
Let ugly shame and endlesse infamy 
Colour thy name with foule reproaches nist . 
Yet thou, false Squire, his &ult shall dears aby,* 

And with thy punishment his penance shalt supply/' 
LIV. 
The aged dame him seeing so enraged 
Was dead with feare ; nathlesse as neede required 
His flaming iiirie sought to have assuaged 
With sober words, that sufferance ^ desired 
Till time the tryall of her truth expyred * ; 
And evermore sought Britomart to deare : 
But he the more with furious rage was fyred. 
And thrise his hand to kill her did upreare, 

And thrise he drew it backe : so did at last fcHbeare. 

* DishyaUf on&ithAil. * St^ermue, patienoe, endnnaot. 
' Abtff abide. * Expyndy diacovered. 



LIV. l.^The aged danUf &c.J "Tia yery agreeable to poetietl 
decorum, aa well aa a juat pimiahiiient for Scndamore'a jealooa diapo- 
aition, that Glauc^ leayea him thua in ignoianoe and doubt, till proper 
time and ciroumatanoea diaoover, of themaelvea, the fidelity of Amo- 
let"— Uptoh. 
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